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Jpiste:s, d,;l_egates' and:Visi~or~ ··gathered. at· Prospe~t 'l"r;e .. vfill Baptist 
l!'ch J.n ,Harnett County on· November- 2J:, Cl961, for-the ]JUP.pose of. orga
ling an Origtrial Free Will.Baptist -Conference committed to oUr liis- . , · 
iic'-Praetice ~?f congregationaLch:u-ch government~ The host~pastor, 

J• Carey Wa~kins, called .the meetJ.ng to order at 10:00 A. M• and·acted 
··• \tempo:rary c:hainnan •. Rev. Bobby Jackson led the congregation in. s:i_ng- · 
. g "Faith of! our 'Fathers11 .,and Rev • Rashie ·Kennedy led in prayer~ ,. . t.:: 

~ther ~~~kills ;el~~me~~th~~ g:r;o\lp· ~o)Pros~ect Cll~ch~d~t~d the'. · ..•. 
r~ses 0~ the\ !lle7ting •.. ¥ev.· Eugen~-;-1¥a~dell. brought .~the message ~m the 
pJ~ct,nvmo are0 tE~ OrJ.gJ.nal Free \hl,l.BaptJ.sts?n :_We sang ~'.AmazJ.ng. 
ace11 ~ • - c ·.. . . · · ... ·.. · ":::. 7• ;; · ·- ·. . • ; • ·.• L 

~··mirii~e~~ and .de~g~t~~~)~rom the ~festern ·corl:re~.e~ce were called :into' 
fhort sessJ.on. . ·. . . .·· ·- · , ·c: c.. --

f

l. ··.··,•. 1'lThWES~oFjTHE .. TRU$-bRI~~ ;REE ~~~~ ~~m .~ 
.-. . -- 1 OFtTHE WESTBill~ CONFERENCE ,._ "' 

/ -
\'-..."<' · ~ / l ' . --··- 1 ~ ·- _·" - I - ~- -~' --- " 

. \'~ Bobby Ja~kson·was·~ele,ated. tempera~ :Moci.?r~tor and Rev. B~lly :Mor~is .• 
s .. elected temporary ~ecreta.ry ~ F The' :rollow:mg dele gates were _enrolled::' 1 

I. 'Edgemont -.Lloyd \Ull:ii"ord,. ·Jack.Ray . . · .. , / . -. 
· Tippettt s Chapel·~ Kenneth Lee, -L~ R. Lee , ~ \ ' .. ·· :- . . · · 
-Oak Grove ~"J; M. 1iedlin,··Mrs. Fred Roll, Mrs. Geraldine Flowers . 
Fellowship - Ed Hill,_ Clayborne Hudson, Woodrow Bryant " ··I 

_ Gal vary -·Charles Williford, Bobby Bigley -~ · ·.:..· .. _ 
~ S'a:inf.t s Delight - Julius Layton, 1Irs. Earl- Burnette, Mrs~ Ralph. - <. 

· Clegg · -- ~- · · 
i.·,- •·. ,. ·. ·,• ' ·- .,- ' .. -- 1 • -r · . -' ·. -·' : 

!e following ministers were .enrolled::: Ralph E. '~Clegg, -Conra.d,.Jlilliford; 
-~ 111Ilie· Graves, Ronme p_eele, Q. rG~ Worrell; .J>auJ._Lee, Charles BI"'Jant, 
~jnald Creech, Billy 11orris. and. Bobby- Jackson. · Correspondence was com-'- · 
~lnicated from Dan llerkh and-G. G. Lee requesting membership_in the pro-
. !sed corif:erence •. -On motion their names were add~d to the list of ~fest- ·· 
:in" Conference Ministers present.· .:: ,-;~ .,.:... , .. / 
.~: ' ' ..... L \ (·-- -~--._ '---..__/ '- /' ,-- \- J. ,, ......,,~ ('- -- ' ' 

&e· folJ.pw:lng resolution was pre§ent~d a11d ·-~n p10tion was. unanimouslf 
tlopted;· ~ ..... '::::: . _ ' .. -~ c. ... < t. • " • -: .. ' 

l . __ .Whereas;:. the Western_ Conference-,of_Original Fr~~/Will Baptists __ has .. · 
l' I declared.its present forin of church. government to be cormectional; 

I
I, a!?:~ - .:. < . . . . -- .. ·- ~ ~-· r" -:__._ . ~ . ~ -

( ' (_ ~~'-. 
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-._Whereas, ~the, chief. clause in .the_Statement of Faith and Discipli 
;. for Original Free Will Baptists o or aro na· -:-·- e ann · · 
, ceriference. •r association. oe1.ng :the h1.ghest trl.bunal, ~shall 'have ; 
final 1 discipli~ .· a.uthorit·y· •· over the,local ch:urcl1 •. 11 

.- supportin. gJ 
this

1 
err~eous' practice was "taken from" the Holiness corrupted CapE 

Fear ~Conference: Dj..sbiplirie .-of 1899, which was repudiated by the·~ ' 
\/ Ori@.~l" C~pe~Fear.lre@_ WilJ!,Bap~~st co;u:e,re~nc,e; and·,'·· .J · · ···. 

·whereas, the rrlni~te:cial 'credentiai; · ef ~ne · o{ our pastors :~~re r 
.. ) '. voked;for reasbmi other than thOSE3'Specified on the Certificate, 

. namely ~:linm•ral character~·aJ1d uns,ound doctr:ime/ and through \he ill 
proper procedure of•refusing to give the accuse~ specific or au~ 
thenticated charges)arid the names of his ac~users,; :a:oo. . . . . 

( ___: . : 1. ,/ /·. )_/ I..)~ ' -.---" I - -- ! 

I • ~ ~ . 7 ~ ,- · .• · •\ ' ," ·...-. . ~ ,- j .~-~· 
Vfuereas, -the unprecedented interference ·of· the ivestern~ Conference 

_;. ()f'OI'iginalFree WillrBaptists inr:tlie'internal•affairs of one.o.f · 
) . - our s:i:ster ·churches, Edgemont Church, py becomi_ng a plaintil'.f in 

. c:ourt,proceedings ,designed t"e seize-=control of the property and·a 
,- ward:~t :to ,a )>m~)-l minority, con~t~tutes\~a seriousdePC!-rture fi'om 
/\ the historic practices, rcustomsc and usages of.:.our denomination; 

- \. f-? ' \_ )_~- (•~ ( " ),/---· I • -·~ • •, ~' '\ o ..._(/7":_) "".~ 

·. Whereas,"" the) Western· Conferenc.e ·of· Ol'iginal Free Will Baptists : ha 
. t¥en.action whfc,h ,in e.ffect-l<U.~d 'the _gr.oundw."ork 1for sai~ confer"e~ 

- 'Lto .become a Patt of a· neV( denomination; therefore.( / j , . 
·..._ . -· -. . - , , - , . ·~ " -.._.. ) '- -· .I . . . -~ . / 

Be it resolved \that .we, the. adherents to the historic doctrines.t , 
church government_, ccustomes, practices,) and,usages~,of 'Origii:lfh Fre 
Will-Baptists, assembled this 20th day-of NoVember, 1961, de· hereb 
declare ourselves to be. the true Original,Free ivill Baptists, e.f th 
Western Confere~ce of Original Free ~rill<Baptists; and .. l . ..:--. 

,, ·--' • 1 • I • t · , 

·' ·,~;· .. -~ . ~~ '\.. - .· • '· . ( '>', ' 1- ~.· ' l ,/- y·- J ' '·· / • ( \ ' •• - - • 

.:.. Be it further re.solved :'C.hat'we repudiate the; follewing 'st.a~ment · 
' fq~ on Page .53 of; the Statement of- Faith and Discipline for Orig 

/ ... ihal' Free Will 'Baptists oL Nortfit<Jarolina- .11 the annual conference 
·,~.or association being tfie highest tribuna:!,\ .shall. have final discif 

linacy authority . over the lo ..... ~al 'c!J.urch II j . and ·\ · · ' ~ ;_ . ' 
(_/,~ ·- ~~; -- -~\ /_·· : ·; .r·- ,->\. ___ .\ ',_-:·--· . . _~\...--.·/~· .. 

( \., Be it further ·resolved that"we unite. with the chrirches and ministe 
who' are true Original Free ·will. Baptists . :Dfom. the bounds/ of the ' 

5 
Eastern,Gonfez:ence, .Albem~rle'Conference, :c~P;eqFea.r Corifereru;:e. anc 

., , Central Confere,11ce; and \..: -, ·· · 
- . ::. 'I' ". ' . . .. . I ·' . . .. :::: 

.~ Be it·furthervresolved that we·.declare that. ail those churfhes anc 
••• _ _, .r •• -~ - " . r .. : . ---



' ' ., -- ~1 c" ,. - ' 

ininiste:rs in campa.ey: with us, adhering to the doctrines, -customs, _ 
practices,--and usages of the tru~ Original Free Uill Baptist~. are in 
good standing; and ' ' · ··· · · 

"L '" 

Be • it further resolved that we declare our l detei'1llination to, maintain 
our affiliation with. our denorllination, namely the. Nat~onal Associa- · 
tiori ·of-Original Free ~fill Baptists. 
' ·. ./ . - , . -

Loti~n the s~·ssion of. the true Ori·ginal Fre~ ];jill-Baptists· of tlie -. 
;ern Conference was adjourned. · · 

ml.nisters and delegates ~from the Central Conference war~ called in-
3. short session; ~ · :-··· ·· · 

:MINUTES OF.-THE( TRUE ORIGTIML FREE''.vULL.BAPTISTS. 
OF THE CENTRAL CONFBRENCE 

• Jack Paramore l'faS . ~lected temporary :Hodera tor and Brother Galan ' . 
bar wa::.> elected temporary Clerk. The following ministers were e~ 
led: Robert Edvrards, Adam Scott, Nathan Nason, A. c .. :Mo~gan, Rashie 
nedy, LaRue ·Davis, Carroll Alexander,_ Gey Owens, Jack Paramore and 
an Dunbar. · 

I 

following delegates were enrolled: 
lit. Calvary, Hookerton, N. C. - Tom Mil!ler, Willie Wood, Uilton 

~. Taylor 
Hope Church, Scotland Neck, N. c. - la-s. E. W. Moore) Mrs •. C. H. 

· . '- · . Flowers, N. J. Harris" 
' l~arcina.tha, Greenville, N. c •. -- Mrs. LaRue 'Davis

1

; Mrs. Earle Garris 
Grifton Church ,.;;;. .Tam Hardison, Alvis Harris· ' .. \ 

" ', ~ - \ 

following resolution was presented and unanimously ad~pted: ~· 
Whereas, the. C.entral Conference of Original Fr~e Hill Baptists in 
session November·8,9, 1961, in Greenville, N. c. qy unprecedented 

. action of refusing to, seat celj:,ain ministers for reasons not speci
fied in .. the· consti tut;ion of the Central. Conference has departed 
from the democratic practices, customs, and u_;>ages of_Original_Free 
Will Baptists; and. '· 

Wherf3aS, the Central cO'nr~rence of Original Free nm-:·Bapt:i.sts in 
the same session.endorsedcthe action of the Western Conference of 
Origine.l Free- ·<~ill Baptist's in its =unprece.dente,d interference in 
the internal affairs of a local church whereby -it'became the plain-" 

' 
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tiff i·~ court proceedings to seize control 0~ -the property' ~d ~ 
. , .it to 'a small minority;· and, 

{0 -1-, 

Whereas,, the- said conference adopted a resolution supportinf(thJ 
action and affirming,the position of a group of men who.signed.a! 

'affidavit stating their. belief in a coiiDectional form of church' 
· govermnent; and · · · · ·· · · 

Whereas, the chief. clause .in the Statement of Faith 'and Discipli: 
for Original Free Vfill Baptists of North Carolina< supporting thi'l 

.practice was taken rrom the Roliness corrupted Cape Fear Discipl 
of 1899 which was repudiated by the Original Cape F6ar Free Will' 
Baptist Conference.· -.This clause .iS: 11That the. aiiDual coilfe.rence: 
association being the highest tribunal,· shall have final· disciplj 

.. nary r authority over the local church. 11 and " . ··. ·. · · . · 
•' I ' \ I . .1 

~-' . . 

\ - ' . . -.,-- ,- . 

. ·wnereas, the Central Conference of Original Free wiill1 Baptists iz 
session NC)vemb§r 9, 1961, passed resolution33 which in effect laic 
the grounawork for. said< conferenpe to become a part of .a. nmv de-
nomiaation; therefore, _ . · · . ( · •, 

' ' . - . ( 

' . . ·• ' . . . . ;-/ '. ' / ' 

Be it· resolved that we, the delegates who· are representing·churcl: 
and ministers who are adherents to the historic doctrines, custon 
prnctices, and 'usages of, Original ~Free v'iill Baptists assembled tt 
20th c~y of November, 1961, do. here~J declare ourselves to be .thE 

.true Original Free Will Baptists of the· Central.Conference of Od 
irial Free Will Baptist'S. . · ' · 

I .1 .. _ I : _. - . • 

Be it' further resolved that we repudiate the following statement 
found-on page 53 in the Statement of Faith and Disciplirie·for Qrj 
inal Free Will Baptists of North Carolina Which is: liThe • annual~ 
coriference or association.being.the highest tribunal, shall have 
nal disciplinary authority over the local church.a' ; 

' ' I \ 

~ :. ,,, \, y ./ .. • • • • ' . ' ' • . • ,, 

Be' it resolved that we Unite with the churches:.and ministers who 
true Original Free Will Baptists from the bounds of the Eastern, 
Western, Albemarle and Cape_ Fear Conferences. · · · · 

Be it resolved that we declare our determination ~to maintain OUr 
affiliation with our denomination, The National Association of Ol 

·· i~, Free vi.ill Baptists e . 

Be it further resolved that 1ve declare all those churches·\and · 

6 



linisters in company with-us adhering .to doctrines, ·custoiJls, . 
)ractices and usages of the true -Original Free. Hill Baptists -to be 
~n good 'standing. . r · '--

>tion the session of the true Original Free Will Baptists of. the_ ~ 
~al Conference adjourned. / 

rrini~ters and delegates from the Cape Fear Conference were called 
a: short session. · 

I . 

MINU·rES OF THE TRUE ORIGINAL Fifr:E ·vviLL BAPTISTS 
OF THE'C.A.PE.FEAR CONFERENCE 

Carey watkins was elected temporary ~:ioderator and Rev. 'Herman L. 
3Y was elected temporary Secretary. The -following delegates were 
Lled: 

Garner - James Faircloth, Mrs. Mary Howell,· H. C.. Price 
Raleigh - J. D. Ba.llance, w. H. Davis, Vester Benson 
Community Chapel - E. w. Giles,· w. B. Turlington -~ 
Prospect - J. c. Ennis, Fred Parker; --c. B •. Denning --

following miirl.sters were enrolled: R. Eugene Waddell, .Billy Willer, 
•. Coates, Frank Davenport, Herman L. Hersey, and Carey w·atkins. Re-
ts were recei v~d from Brothers Fred Hersey and Lonnie-. Cayton that .1 

_be enrolled. On motion Fred Hersey and Lonnie Cayton were enrolled ' 
inisters •. On motion Wingate Hansley was.enrolled as a minister. 

following resolution was unanimously adopted:' 
J;Thereas, the Gape Fear C-onference of Orig:l~al Fre'e;Will Baptists 
was original~ organized~by the Discipline prior to 1899 which 
contains the .following statement, Uindependence 'of Churches, etc. 11 -_ 

page 36, 11Each local church is a distinct and independent organi- -
zation with full authority to manage its owri internal affairs, e-
lect its officers, receive, dismiss, discipline and exclude mem
bers. But this~principle of the independence of each church is 
not held as a law of isolation: on the contrary, ~churches con-. 
venient~ situated associate and.co-operate in all tPiugs-which 
tend to advance the common cause. _ Courici:ts are, therefore, called 
in .the organization of a church, ~rdination of a mi~ster, and the 
::;ettlement or· serious difficulties. On the· same principles, the 
churches meet by delegation in the Annual Conference, etc. \ But to 
these Conferences are granted no judicial or appellate powers con-
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'Whereas, the revision of, :t.he Discipline,\ Faith and Practice of ·1 
Cape Fear FreewilL/Baptist Conference, _re:vised 1899, corrupted .,l 

· original doctrine; regarding churCh government in. that .the last ~ 
graph under, 11 Independence of c_hurch~s, etc.,11 ,quoted above was~l 

--changed ·to read, · 11The Annual -conference being the highest tribWI 
,'·shall haw final jurisdiction over the local churches"- page 34 

> ' -~ • • • __ / .- ' • 

jVhereas, the revised~-Discipline, Faith and Practices of the Ca 
Fear Free-Will Baptist .Conference; , so corrup . e . on 
doctrine regardiiig sancti£icat1on as set ·forth in the Discipline 
pri<;>r to 1899 in that. the following pefinitioh.was given and add 
to sanctification, 11it is obtained by .f'aith and is., subsequent tel 
regeneration.u- ~ge 17; .and _ > ~· . '. - .. ~. .. · ·•· 

v~hereas;· th~ followi~g c ~hurches ·on·. aanuary ·12, i912~ · Shaey G~oJ 
Be.thel, Bizzell's Grove, Robert's .Grove, Lee 1s 1Chapel, Oak Grove 
Dalyi:Chapel1 st:: Ma:cy1 s Grove; &t. Paul, Goldsboro,. St.~ John' all 

'- Prospect reconvened as the Cape Fear Confe;r:eJlce of· Original Fret 
.. -~~ill Baptists-and repudiated 'the corrupt revised Discipline_ of.l 

.... and re-enacted arid re--adopted the original faith of the foundin• 
· fathers as promulgated in the first Cape Fear Freewill Baptist· C 

ference of 1855 as set forth in the· Discipline prior to 1899, cu 
·recorded in the Discipline, 'I'he Freewill Baptist'-Faith to which 

aaded The. Practice- of ca~ Fear Fl'eewi!l Batist Coriference by J 
· ap 1.~ · eVl.ew o ; . and · 

. . ( 

r 

\ntereas, the sta.te Convention _of Original Free "hill Baptists of 
/ .. ·,North Carolina· in 1916, in adopting their first discipline,cusec 

·corrupt~ discipline of 1899 of 'The Cape Fear Free-Will Baptist Cc 
·terence in -that_· t.t;ey copied the church, gover~ent revision, }'The 
"Annual ConferenCe being the highest ·tribunal ~shall_ have·~ final.'· jl 
diction" o~r ·the local churches, 11 . p~ge. 37, Church Discipline of 
Ori~inal Free Will .Baptist, revised 1916.· Iiid sUbsequent revisj 
ofhe North. Carolina, Statement of Faith and Disci line for Ori1 
Free Will Baptist haye ·.con ~nue o use " s S· a emen .a op 

....:. the rel1.g1.ous group_now knoWn. as the Pentecostal Free Will Baptj 
. Holiness movement; and .. · · ·· · · ' · / 

. ' ' \ - '-

- --' 
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·eas, the Cape Fear. Conference of Original Free WilLBaptists in 
;ion··a.t·. Lee t s Chapel Church November 2, 3,' 1961,- repud.:lated the __ , _ 
;h and_;practice. of~-our foun:ding· fathers of 1855 arid of 'that 

1
re-..:. -~ 

:ted- and re-adopted in the reconvened session on. Januaiy-'12, '19i2 
-_~s set fo':th in the~r5isc1plirie-~:-ior_.t() 189~ when, _aj'ter Modera~ ~~ 
L. R. Ennis very carefully read ~n. his opemng statement the :. __ c - ·

;ion under ;tindependence -o.f.\ChliDches etc. 1~~page -36, 6:( 'rhe Free- ,~ ... 
. B<1ptist Faith to wliicli' is added 'i'he ·Practice· of Cape Fear<fi'ree- · / 
~oBaptist Conference,-by J. ~1./Lucas,-JGoldsporo, N. C._, Baptist-~ . 
• ew J(Th fr~n£.' 188), and: tendered his:.resignation >'lith the unaer- . 
Lding that. 'as the-Confer~nc;e.votea ·they endorsed arid declar.ed. · 
[selves as adhering to.a.connec:tional form-of government. that·) 
.gned .final

1

-(3,Uthority· and sovereignty:-over''the local churches to - -
Conference; .The qape FearConference of Origine.l l!'ree V'fi:l-1 BaP"":",_) 
;s declared;thems_elves "Connectional Free -l~ill Baptistsn by ma:-=: · _: 
.ty. vote ·Of sixty-five-to 'seyenteeh, November 2, 1961; and~-: . 
-~-.:: •• \.... - .- ...... :: ~- /._.------ ~- _, ' < - ·.' ·j_ -/ ' ' '\ /- -'~' .--

·eas,· the.Cape·Fear Conference of Origi..rial/Free-·\lill,Baptists did· 
Ldiate the-faith and practices of-Original\Free Will.Ba)tists·' - _ 
~r·-to 1899 byado:pting- a resolution endorsing the -usurped authority· · 
:he ~iestern Conference relating to :the·~application ·of conference __ 
LOrity OVEll:~ the local churches;. andc: •' . /' J · .. -~ -

, -- ' "- ---, ' ,~ -\ ~ ""':" "- - )~- r---· •- )/ ~; ,_.- ' / .:.~ ~, ~J .::::. '-

·e·as, ·the-Cape Fear .Conference of Original Free Wfll'-"--BaiJtists did 
;herrepuqfa:te •.the faith and practices~or- Original lt,ree \v~ll BaP:-
;s- of tne Cape Fear Conference- prior-to -1899 by adopting a reso- ~ 
.on that the ~churches _tliat have adopted forms 'of·. government co~- .- ...._ 
y to_-the-stc:.temel1t af faith and discipline-for-:Origins.l Free. 
: Bapt1sts o.f North Carolina be dec;lared"out ~of fellowship __ with _. 
>.conference)until ~uch tim~~a~ they:bring them~elves back in 
l with _said- dis~ipline; \and J.~'"' ', • " ' -', -- _ ~ _, 

- '-· (J ' - ---~- \ ____/ ~ ' ~ . - ~ ' 1- . \ ' 

·eas, the -Cape ·Fear" Conf ertmce of Original"+ Free -~v:i:lJ:· Baptists did _ 
iher repudiate the faith and practices~of~ the Cape Fear .::Conference 
'reev{ill Bap_tists• prior to 1899,by. adopti~g a 'resolutionAJhat the .. ·
_sters who have led their· churches in these vi.'ola.tions be .silenced 
~1. such time as-.thei~bring theniselves back i'ri·],.i'ne _with the ~tate.:- ·. 
i of faith and lliscipllne •for Original..:Free·:Wil1 Bp.ptists of. +-Jorth _. 
>lina;_ and ~· . -. • : · . ~;. •: .. · ~ .. ~ , , ·•:- _ "~ -~~ . __ -·_ ,~:c . ; . __ . 
~eas; about the'year 1834 Prospect Free Will Baptist _Church was 
inized as a.:.·Free Will- Bap'tist-Church; ·and: · 

\, 
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Whereas, Prospect Original F;r:ee Will Baptist,_ Church participste.q i 
L. the organization of the_ first ,Cape Fear Freewill Baptist Conference 

~in the 'year 1855 .under the doctrine as __ set- forth in tiie ·Discipline 
prior to 1899 and as recOrded in. The Freewill Baptist Faith. to whic. 
is _·added the practices of ·cape Fear, Freewill Baptist Coriference by ·• 
.J. w._ Luc_~s' /Gol~~borp~:ll;_· C. B~pti~~ Review Eob<Prin_t~,-188:; and /1 
Whereas', Prospect Original Free Will Baptist Church,participated ,.in 
th-e spe-cial sess.ion·o.-_f the Cape Fear Free 'WillE. aptis-tG-onfere.nce j-

0 on January 12,. 1912. at Sliady,Grove Chbrch in Sampson~County, and _· 
-~joined the *-'ollovdng /churches - Shady Grove,- Bethel, Bizzel 1 s Grov' 
',Robertts·Grove, Lee's Chapel, Oak Grove, Dalyls.Chapel, St.;Maryts 

Grove, st. Paul!,. Goldsboro 'and St. John - in perfecting Ia permanen. 
organizatiorf~d the end that•the.original faithof··our fathers, as j 
promlllgat_ed in the ~first conference 9f"l8~5, might be _re-enac~ed ani 
re-;adopte;I;_ and _ j · - - - - - ·- _ -.

1
,· 

' ' 1'- • • --

. , ~Thereas' .. 11 Pl·ospect Church in Conference JanuarY- 27, 1912;. Brother .~ 
· R. Ennis _in chair;. · By mo_tioh a vote was . taken to- decide whether t~ 
Church:w,anted to adopt the, old Discipline as adopted prior to 1899~ 

,c The_~Church unanimously\ adopted the old Discipline.n p. R. Enriis. l 
Moderator, R. M~ Parker,. Clerk. Page 89, Prospect Church Conferenoi 
Minutes· and ,., -- - --<: · _ ---' . . ' '. . 

_\~e~~~as,-Prospect original Free-W~ll: Baptist,dhurch.in Co~fer~~ce 1 
September 30, -1961, 'by_ unanimous vote, adop_:ted the following state;.' 
ment- and·;recommemdatioris: - .. -'-~ ::-"- ' -- --;, , · ~ . __ ; '-.. . 

' ': -. ~-. _"-· - STATIDAENT:_ :-. -,-- . . 1 .. ·· i 
For the; ;past few ,months there· has- been' some q. uestion among Orig-l 

: · inal,Free Will Baptists- in regards, to chU.rch go:veriliilent.- _ , , · j 
'..), -" ~--, - ~/ • •• • ' I • ' - '"-- ', ·/-~- ; ' 

"-- ·· · Thereforh,/be it resolved that <Prospect- Original Free~ Will >BaP.. 
·. tist Church, Route 3, Dunn, Harnett County~ North Carolina,·· 
- officially re-c;:ffirms its posi tiori r~lati ve to church gover:rliJlent 

\ 1 ,..__ ~ ~, -- ' ' ~- \ 

; ' ' i -......_ - ''--._ ·' •_/ 0' ---,_ ~ . ' - - \ 

That Prospect~Free Will Baptist _Church believes now,'-as it·alway 
~;. ~has b~lieve~, in the ~ndepen~ence -:-of. the local, church; holding · 
. .. · that the local .. church,.- is _an independent- body, ' so 'far as it re

j :lat-~s to its own~.gove:rrun~nt, the. transaction of its business, th 
. ~hoice of'its offic~rs, and the Siscipline of its members, and. 
these. rights cannot be denied. ~he ·local-church by any other orga 
nization V.'ithin or. Without the 1 denomination •. , .. · .._ · · 

"-. - "'-
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That'Prospect Free Will~aptist Ch{u.ch.has every.right to hold 
and retain title to all property owned by it. That the board ., 
of trustees is investe~ vvith authority from: the ~church to. make.· 
proper and. legal transactions,-subject to the will and·arder of 

'the majority of the church, and tliey shall be the custodians of 
such documents~ ·That Prospect Free Will Baptist ChUrch will · 
not under .any circumstances surrender: these r~ghts ::to any other; 
orgap.zation. ·· ,

1 
· ~ / 

1
_/ 1 

That Prospect Free Will Baptist-Church h~s the right to employ 
an;Y; Free Will Baptist minist-er a:s pasiior, who ~is in/ good stand-· 
ing vlith. the denomination regardless of his place of resic1ence. 
It.is understood that .. this right cannot properly be denied by 
any· subsequent action of a. CJ.Ua.rterly meeting,_ yearly. meeting, 
district as·sociation, national association, or any other.;group. 
It is further uriderstood.that the pastor of Prospect .Free Will 
Baptist Church shall, upon ninety-day- notice, ternunate his J • • 

services uponrequest by a 'majority vote ofmembers _in good 
· 'standing of Prospect . Free Will. Baptist .. Church-. 

' - \ I'' -· 

l ; " - ·_ \ - _. ' (_\ " ' 

Prospect, Free Viill 1Bap~ist Church recognizes: and believes in 
·the value of coming together with other Free Will'- Baptist - , 
Churches for_ the purpose of mutual fellowship and endeavor and 

, the. establishing .of proper• organizations for the unifying of ... _ 
'our purposes' and accomplishing. the goal of preaching'thE(_(}os:pel. 
of Jesus Christ to every. creature~ 'However, Prospect Free Vhll 
Baptist ChUrch is unalterably opposed to any drganizat:lonal 

;machinery within. our denomination at.·ariy" le~el-·which ~akes. s':lb
jects ()f those who_associate.with it, invests undue author~ty 

·in the hands of a few,'and con·sequently throttles the ·democra
tic processes of church government. and majority rule of the lo-
cal congregation. _ · __ · ' · 

. _· . j . -. '·. . . . -

Be- it known that. to withdraw: fellowship is the· o.cly form of· · 
discipline which may_ be, brought against Prospect Free 'W:!._ll Bap
tist Church by. any- conference. or association, district or · 
quarterly· meeting,· State Convention, National Association, 'or 
any~ other body in -~1!~ instance,_:situation, or practice since\_>·· 
t~e final dispostion- of· any-matter· within Prospect Free. Will__: 
Baptist Church must be dec.i.de,d by majority vote of the _members 
of ProspectcFree:Will Baptis~ Chilrch~·· .· ·· , · · · ~ /. ,-

I ' ' - ' 

: Therefore, Prospect Fr~~ Vfill Baptist Church_ does emphati~aliy -.. . -

. 
·' -

_; \ 

'--'""- ) / 

I 
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'-- ..... _ ~ .:~ ~ f, 0 I(-./ I :\ ~:-~, ;; 'I' -~~ •" • : J·~=---~ --:-~? .....--" "._ -~" _,..-- !' c 

.· ( declare~~ that as~ evidepced :DY, its· mo~e than one..;.Q.UI~.(!red_year .. · ·"' 
· "-history\and-byJinherent and~cscriptural· rights a::ran ·a.utonomou~ 

.· ielf--goV:erniQg ood;V:,~·and that'·Pfospect Free 1lill Baptist·ch" 
. does,'stead.fastly/refuse arid deny:any and all juaiciary author 

'-- ty--of-·any~body orogroup outside;:the bounds of• the congre'gatio 
· of J>i'ospect, Free Wil:l .. Baptist~Church. That under no circum-

. ~- stances' will Propect;Free Will. Baptist Church relinquish its' 
:·, .:· ... ' right;~-- go'vern itsel.{ bj- the ,will and yote· of the majority -o 

... -~~. ·· ~. its ~me;~y~~~· ,_ ~;;; ~-: ~ . , · . .- __ 0
_- _ ': > _' , ~. . ·· --~ .-- > _ ~--

.. '. ~ -_ Let· it·be unders"tood that :this statement in no' way implies tj 
\~' - :;- ·it" i's __ j;he intent:fon~ or- desire of Prospect -Free .Will Baptist 

'-- Churcli to sever its-relations With other Original Free Will · 
""·. ·r· · · "J3_aptisii_.?, but rather that Prospec~_.Free--llill Baptist Chlirch ·. 

~~-~.t~nds to.re~ain its ide .. ri.~ity.as a;n .. Or. ~gina1 Free .. W~!J. Bapti~j 
·-~Church~~ .. Ne~ther. does".this stateme~t- J.mply ·that the .pastor--~sj 

,<_ .• to become-in any way a dictator over·Prospect _]'ree Will Bapti~ 
'·· _,. . . Ch~ch;_-but--rather-that the. pasto_r and-~the majo:t:i_ty_ of the m~ 

; . · .. ::-bershi'p ):re un.der ·God to-lead the ch-llrch in all-: Christian~en-1 
= . -- " 'deavor; 'always respecting aii.d considering the sentiments. of' "tlj 

· I minority. ~~- / '-.- ·· j- <-I ~- · ,:_;~ _;- " ----~ 
··_.,.:, - ,....---': . ~ )_J "'-... '........ - v '""' i 

_ 1 - •.. - ~-~ RECOMMENDATIONS -· ·- .. j·: 
" ···. "'' '· I. ~rt·:J .. s recommended by' the '-'Board of Deacons and the pc{stor , 
· _· ' , '--that:...Prospect Church;adOJ?t the_i'oregoing statement in order'~ 

:: ~ i -:-J /spell .out -and·define 'its·:. exact position-relative to ·~its 'churc~ 
::.-' /::Cgovernin.ent..,:and:in order:to_'eliminate' .confusion be-cause ,of va..;-

; •. ··~ ~:u;t1~;~::t:t~:~~,:~:~~;e;.:z:·:::~:~tl 
---': ~:- -that·tha-·delegates electe(i to ;iheJ. annlw.l'·ca~ Fear,'ConferenceJ 

I ' ,I ::-meet:lng be::-iristruc;Gecf to, cast'. their ~ote in accordance 'with. • 
:·"· ~-=-~ · . tl1_e' princip~e_~,:set'·forth ·in this st§t~mel1i;.'_!hlativ~to-tlie : ~~ 

:_-~j ~chu:r:~l! gOvernment~of~ .·Pro.sp~c .. t Origi:nal~~-¥fee "'YVil~ Baptis.t: Ch~ 
., I ...) :_;. and~:that <all-:delegates',hereafter elected to any arid _§til coill'~l 
t:- ~ ' • 2ence·; .associations"' and~ converition,s. cast.- their ~·v9te ·on_: the-basj 
· · ·~ "''~ · ..:-"-.:...th~t-· Pr~pPect::-Church, bel:i.e:ve·s in_tlie historic Jiracti-ae that t1 

r~.:_ final. voice and .word of'_ authority is:-,vested._in 'the membership 
>c 

1 
. -- ~or the cOrigr~gation atr'~Prospect ChUEch~ ·-, . ·. · ~- · ''" ~ 

~\:_ ': \~/·.·.,'"'.·,~- .·,·,_ .. - ~ J:-~:·~ _..;-- .. _'....-.......__ ,;,.-:__·_____ ·~ -~ ·_/. ;.~-· ."' . ,· ·, ·' -,-_ ';··~ .·· __ ;_ --__ . 
· ·. --... 1 ·:::·, -~3 •. It. is iecomm.e~ded-:that .since constitu:tion~l provisions are 

· ' " made: that !J-os:pect ·Original· Free A Will Bap:tist .Church maintain 
~: . · ari 'affiliation With the· National. Asso-ciation of Free-~v:tll-Bap 

~-- -~ -,·-- ' ,r -~·- <> /, j- ~ ~' ' 0 I '-, '."\::-- 1·,-~ ... ------- ~ • • -

.; ._ ·~· . > '12 _~-, ' ' ·: _,~-
,..; 

-:; . 
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tist of ~erica and its world-wide missio~ary ministryr.-
c _ • I , 

4. That on the basis of the adoption of .the above recommend~tions . 
and because Carey Watkins cannot submit·himself to become a mem
ber· of this ne\v religious denomination the leaders of the State 
ijonyention of North Carolina Free .Will Baptists 'are purporting . 
to :t:orm on the basis of a .lavvyer l s interpretation of certain ' 

. articles in the Statement of 'F'aith CJ.Ild Discipline of Original , / 
·Free Will Baptists for North Carolina,. and because Carey Vvatkins / 

·._<is in faith, doctrine, and pract~ce an Original Fr7e Will Bap"7 ·-~· 
tist, that Prospect Origin~l Free }Vill Baptist Church give a 
yote of confidence to. and :retain ·carey Watkins as pastor of 1 Pro-
spect Original Fre~ Will Baptist Church. -
~--- ' > • --- -' > : / ' 

Therefore, the Pastor arid Con~egation of Prospect Original Free/ 
Jfill Baptist Church, Harnett County, N. C~ request and invite · · 

/ all ministers 1.and churches of the .Cape Fear Conference of Orig- -;_ 
inal Free Will Baptists who desire to maintain an,affiliation 
with the National Association of Free Will Bapt~ists of America 

1 and who believe 'in and ad: ere to. and ~defend the faith and pr_ac
tices of Original Free Will Baptists as set forth in the Disci-. 
pline prior- to 18.99 as recorded in. The· Freewill Baptist Faith 

· to which is added.the practice of Cape Fear l''reewilrBaj)'t~ 
·J Conference, by J~ Vi~ Lucas, Goldsboro, N~ C.,,.Baptist Rev.Lew 
. Job Pr~nt., 1883, to sit with us in a session of the true 
· ·Original Free Will Baptists of the Caper Fear Conference of _ 

Original Free Will Baptists to the_end that the original faith 
-of our fathers, as promulgated in the first Conference of l85S, 
may b.e re-enacted and re-adopted • 

.. 
1erefore,. resolved. t!W.t we,. the·_ true--\Original Free Will Baptists 
r the Cape Fear Conference, hereby endorse. the abo·ve resolutidn and· 
)in vd th' Prospect Church iil declaring that. we are~- the true Original 
r:-~e Will Baptists of the Cap~ Fear Conference; and . · \ 

3 it furtner resolved that Vie declare that all ,those churches and 
l.nisters'in company with us, adhering to the doctrines, customs, ·, 
~actices arid usages of the/true Original Free Will Baptists are in 
)Od standing; 1 and · · / -- ~-,.-

,_:_--

~-.it further, resolved that we, the true Original' Free Will Baptists 
r the Cape Fear Conference, unite.With the true Original Free Will 
:tptists of the· Western, Eastern, Albemarle and Central Conferences, 

' . - - ' 

. 13 
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Ltions care tC?~be presented one at a tlln.e•. 
- 1 ~ :_( 

-~~ ' 
-- ' - -- ~ _( ( ' : - -~- -~- . - -) 

;ion the !ollowipg resolution was unanimously adopted: , 
( ' ' ' 

I ' ( • -, ..__ . , -

iHERE.AS the true ,Original Free Will Baptists from the Western Con- / 
~rence_in session this the 20th daY of November, 1961 adopted tlie 
~allowing re~olution: ~~see pages 3-5) ~and _ -- ~ 

ffifums .theL true OrigimiX Free:-Will ·Baptists from the Central Co~ 
~erence- in session this ·the 20th day of November, 1961 adopted .the 
~oll:-owing_resolution:. (see pages.5-_-7) cahd. . . .'-

(_ ~ 

\- - ' . - \.__ \-

iJHEREAS. the. true ~o:iginal Free· Will Baptists frqm the Cape Fear _. 
}onference--J.n sessJ.on_this the 20th day of- November, 1961 adopted 
~he following resolution: (see pages. 7-14) therefore .be it res
)1 ved - : / · · --

- - - ·- - '-• ( . 
L'HA.T we declare that we, the adherents-to the historic doctrilies, 
practices, / c:ustoms, usages and church government of- the Original 
l!'ree Will Baptists, a·ssembled, together on this 2Jth day of .Nov
amber, 1961, are _the true Original Free Will Baptists from. the 
oounds of the~ Central, Western,~Eastern,:Alberinarle and• Cape Fear 
Jc;mferences of Original Free Will Baptists; be it further resolved 

- ' --

ll!.A.T we _endorse the above ·quot~~Ci-esol~t;Lons ·adopted by; the true 
(o/igin'al Free--Will ,Baptists from the Western, Contral.and Cape-_ 
~ear Conferences; be it-further resolved . 

- '- -' -

rHAT we recognize and seat the-delegates who·were sent by theiz: 
~ocal churches_ to this· meeting for the plirpose of. orgamzJ.ng .an 
Original Free Will Baptist Conference committed to our historic ~ 
practic_e of congregational church government and 'desiring to main
tain affiliation _wit!_J.- our denomination- the National Association '· 
of Free Will Bap'tists;'- l:Je it1 f~her resolv~d ' .·· - _ . __ , · 

rHAT we .. recognize and seat' all minist~rs requesting this ·pri·"!ilege · 
I"Tho have been ordained as Original Free :-Will Baptist-~tiinisters, --~ 
and_::who/are commit.. ted -to.ou:r ;msjioric practice 9f con-gregational 
church go-vernment and desirevto maintain ~ffiliationwith our den
ominati-on~.::. the National Association of--Free Will Baptists. 

5 •' , __ ;I -,'-- '- ' ....__ ' ·-' '~-- ' - . /~' ---, 

tion the following :delegates and milu.sters were re,cognized and 
d': !, \.., > :>-· ' / I'. I " 

'-)-I 
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\ . . , ./ r : ·- ·• 
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Brookviood Chur~h,. F~yeteville' ..:;NJ.rs~ Fred Kirby _a~d Mrs·. ~Tom- John 
St •. PauJ.,~ Elizabeth City·;:;. 'James Armstrong, Fred Armstrong arid OP 
La.rn.b . ----:- --- f I - / ~- ,\ I • _;.1 • .~ J I. ~ / "" > 

. Joy Church, Tarboro ..: Meblin 'vfilliamson,~ R6nald 'william.so,n and'l-h: 

~~:st~~~s D~Vid !='ar'run6re, Eug~-~e~al\.~i,.Luther ~urns and Thomas 
Johnson· ~ • 

r··, ·/" 

- -~ ·-- " . ~ - ~ 0.- - ) ~- -·' '/...--.;;:- ~'-..... ..... ' '"\ ~' ~ , __ ! \-

;· Qn.,motion the follov1ing :resolution .was ~animously adopt~?~ after An 
1 

•• 

Abstract of the Former .Articles of Faith Confessed by the Originar c 
Baptist ,CEU':r:'cli'; Holding ·the Doctrine of General Pro'VIsroii, with a Pro'PJ 
Code of' D~sciplinefor~tmuture- Government of the/Church· ori8I2~ 
rev.lsea in 18:35' was reaa:;- .~.···, , _ . ( ·"- :---: - ' . . · i · . : 

. . ; l - - ' J ' :--···. •.. :- I I ' I ·-;< . ~.0 . . l I 
WHEREAS: the Gener8J.. Conferende of (original rFree JrillBapt'ists;~vras·:1 

'"Mother Conferenceu-:of; the-present _Q_~ntral, ·Eastern~ 1\festern(and:!l:J 
Albemarle Conferences; ·and· •··· · ·. · ' ·.· . · '" .. :, 

·. -~. - -~-i\ . - -~·. ~--~ ! >2. 1 -. ;:j 
WH~Illi.As the. true Original Fr.ee Will-J3aptists of~ the ;.Cape Fear Co~\ 
ference .have historically' operated on the same general.::principles ·~ 

·~ the-General Conference; and · ;• ' ~ · . .·· l' ·.'. :· · >J 
~- ~- J . • ' -..,' / \1 \ \ - '-, ( • ," • ~.t.- ~~: 

vJHEREAs this General Confer~~ce when', it di'Vided in 1886 ~a~ gper~tJ 
· under ~An Abstract of the Former Articles of :Faith 'confessed""oy:J,he 

. -Originai Baptist. CEU:rCfl," .Holding, the Doctnne of ~General ;:1sr>oVIsiOri 
...,YJ with a Proper Dade of Disclpline I'or tfie· ~'utureGovernment of-the:; 

mrurcli of __ I812~and as reVJ.:sed ~n IBJ5rtherefore -be .lt resorvecr· 
\_, .J ,~. ~ \ (. ,.---- J: \. _/ ,· I ' -:\·· '~ ·( ,· (--.,_:;" 

/ THAT we,declare ourselves assembled together on this· 20th day of.,: 
November, 1961 to be the 1961 session of· tl:ie_·revived(General' don~-

. (. ferenge, of· Original 'Free Will Baptists of . Noi_th Cgrolina:, . and .shar 
b~ he,Bc¢'forth-known ~s ~he' u~ne:al \Confere'?ce, ·o.f · Or:!-gina~ Free Wi 
Bap~ists of North Carolinan; 1 be lt. f'ur:ther resolv~d ·-, .· 

' ··"< ', '·- ' I'__ '-.'-. -.,'-- :.,~"' '(. '·-.. ·. __ .· : .-- ·/, .· -~-- •· __ )·~ .• ' ~ :\jS·. 
THAT we, the General.:Confe:r:ence ,of-~Origin_al Free Will Baptists of.; 

.:i,Jorth Carolina, a<:lopt' An Abstract of the'Fonner Articles bf Faith:: 
Confessed by thedrigiiiiil.Bapt~st mluFc1i,,Holding the Docuine-of' 
GEmera:I PrOViSIOn,' with_ a Proper, C_ode of _Discipline -i'or the Future 
Government of'. the"Church-:-of 1812 ana:-afrrevised in 1BJ5.-:-=-r · ·· 

. ( \-:- -~ . ( ·-: . / • ~J) \ /'~ ( . . '·. ·, . '/ . ,. 

On Motion-the· following reqolution was. unanimously·. adopted. ·· ;.: ,, 
I - _"\ -. • 

J \ ""--- \I ) \., J / ... .--' _,/ - - • ~ 

• · ·WHEREAS :the true priginal Free Will Baptists of the Vfestern,-Centr 
.. ~~ an~~Cape Fear~Conieren9es have ratified thE(_ crJdentials of the'. 

- { ( )( '>-- ,:·I ) /- ' '-~)I. '6(~ I\ J \ -·, -~ '--~ 
r-- ) (' 
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'llowing ministers: Ralph E. Clegg, Conrad Williford, Lonnie Graves, 
1nnie Peele; Q. G. Worrell, Paul Lee,-Gharles Bryant, Ronald Creech~ 
.lly Morris, Bobby Jackson,_ Dan Merkh, G. c. Lee, Robert Edwards;· 
lam Scott, Nathan Eason, A. c; Morgan, Rashie Kennedy, LaRue Dans, 
'rroll Al:xander, Guy Owens, Jack Paramore, Gala~.Dunbar, R. Eugene 
Lddell, Billy Walker, c. H. Coates, Frank .. Davenport, Herman L. 
:rsey, Carey Watkins, Fred Hersey, Lonbie Cayton'·& Wingate Hansley! 
Ld . · . _ · . · .. 
lEREAS we acknowledge the local church as the final authority; 
terefo~e be it resolved ·· . 

rAT we ratify the credentiais of the ministers listed in the first 
·eamble of. this resolution and any other true Original Free Will . 
Lptist minister who adhex:es to the! doctrines, practices and usages 
; the General Conference of Original Free Will Baptists of.North 
Lrolina, and who is ·in good standing with his local church. . ~ . 

) 

~on,the folloWing resolution was unanimous~ adopted. 

~OLVED that member churches of the General Conference of Original 
~ee Will Baptists of North Carolina may adopt in addition to An 
>stract of the Former Articles of. Faith Confessed by the Origffia.l 
Lpt~st c'ffiircn,· Holding the DoctF:rne of General PfoVI'siOri, WJ. th a 
~oper Code of Discipline-lor the Future Government of the UhUrcn 
zy:-otlier suPPlementary Di'Scr'pl~ne or Treat~se not iilbas~c con
Lict vr.ith this Abstract of the Former Articles. 

•ion the following resolution was unanimously adopted. 
' ."--- ' . -' 

IEREAS the National:-· Association of Original Free Will Baptists, 
liing its 1961 session at Norfolk, Virginia, asked the State Con
mtion of Original-Free Will Baptists . of North Carolina 11to re
ldiate an,y and all forms of connectional church government and 
~affirm its position in our historic and established form of 
)ngregatiop.al church government"; and 

' 
:IEREAS the North Carolina State Convention of· Free Will' Baptists, 
rring its 1961 session at Mt. Olive, N. c.,Jrefused to comply with 
1e above mentioned request of the National Association; therefore 
:3 it resolved 

- ' . . ' 

:IAT we, the General Conference of Original Free Will Baptists of 
)rth Carolina, hereby comply with the request of the National · 
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--- ,--:'" . . ,. - - . ~ ----., __./' ~ ' . . ' -' . .-\- ~-

~ /Association and hereby~repudiate any:, and~ all,forms .of connection 
j ·· church government· wherever' ·it may be found among Free~ Will Bapti! 

~,cand do he!eby-reaffirm our be]j_ef il1 congregational church lgoverl 
__:; ment.. r - c ' • \ ~~/--r ·.· - . \ - j • 

. -1 ,. ' _::; ' , ·-- ----

. On.JUotl.on the_f9l!owing~resolutio~. was ·lir).animously adopted. ~,,·... 11 
. - ', ..::.( -· - ' • - ' . - --'1. - - -~ _- .• '- -.- . ~ 

'· WJIEREAS the Stat~inent of :Faith cand Di.scipline-;;for:-Origiflal.Fre~: 
Baptists of: North cafciTna on page. ~ev:i..sion, .contains -t 
iolloYai:ig,!ITne A:-.:n=:laT""tomerence or Association being',tlie~higlie 

~ tribuna~,sQall !J.a.ve :finaLdisciplinary authority ov~r~the local~~! 
, - II d..._ . • .. ) . . .. .. .. , .· • , , ~~urcn ; an .-- · · · · ·~ "' '. .. ... · . ..... -·· - : . 

• ..:.-. ' } . - ·- J -- ' -- /' 

Wm:Rhs thi~- state~ent-with ~light variatio'n has existed in .th~'• 
~Discipline of the North· Carolina ·State con-Vention since 'its fir.::. 

J Discipline ·in 1916 where it 'read,~llThe /Arinual .. Conf'erence-being'.t' 
highest tribunal shall~have final juristi2_tion · o~er· the local · • 
churches"; . and.- ' · ' · ' - .. · 

. '· .~ . ), '• ~-
' ' . ,' . . ,, 

WHEREAS this stateiD:ent came .froni a corrupted ,holiness discipline 
' > the Cape Fear Conference; 1899::revision, which was.repU.diated·by . 

. re-organize9- Cape_ Fear- Confer~n?e: of .Original Free-iVill Baptists 
January_l2,: 191 2;. therefo!e .'tJe ::Lt· resolve~ ' 

\ - ~--\ -- '. ' ! 

. /That -vie hereby repudiatejthe aboVe quoted 'Statement ·fcnmd--:on:'pa 
·53 .of The' Statement. of Faith and' Discipline,. for Original Free· Vf 
BaptistS£!:. North C~r- .· - - · ~ 

On ~=he~:o:::~:~:::~:a:::::: ~~::;~·and opid 
under a discinline··entitled;The~·Freewill Baptist Faith to wliich'! 

.·· ~dded/the Prac~ice o: the ~ap~e :Fe~ Ereewffi~tist Coilf~FenCetj 
_v~ this disc.ipll,~~ _on page 36, 18e3 _pri.nting, C()I.ltains ,the~ 

~) · follmnng unC;ler "Ind~pendence o~ Churchesni- ~'Each local church, 
. a-distinct and'in_dependent 'organization' w:ith~full authority ::to~ 

. i ~s ?vm;internal. ~ffai!~;(,-" el;ic'!{ its:.off~e3rs~ r~ceive, dism~~s,:j 
disc~pl::Lne and exclude membars. But tbi.S prmc~ple :of the' mde~ 
ence of. each church is not held as a laJf. of isolation; -~on the cc 
trari;l churches conveniently·ccsituated ~ssociata and co~operat~:~ 
all· things wpich·. tend' to advance:: the· :::ammon cause. Goup.cils~a:i1 
~~ere fore, called i~ tne -~~rg~~::~~ioil of ~ ·ch~~!l' . ordiila~io!l/?. 

1 . ·• • .~. . -_ , •. 18·-~ · . - -· . 1 · · . · .· .>·; 
_J ",. "~- ·-·-·J 

'-., --- ' tl 

I 



) ' 

inist~r,·and the settlement of serious difficulities. on the~same 
dnciple·s, the churche·s meet by delegation in the -annual Conference,· 
ct. But-to these Conferences are granted no judicial or appellate. 
oYrers. conflicting vlith the independence of the~ local churchesn; andc 

- • ~ -1 

tmREAS a revision ·of this discipline-~of-1899, corrupted with holi
ess doctrines, changedthe last sentence to read: "The annual Con
erence being the highest tribunal shalLhave final juristiction 
ver the local churches"; and 

sERE.AS ~the original Free Vlill Baptists of the Cape Fear Conference 
n -session on Jc:.nuary 12, 1912, re:-organized the Cape Fear Confer
nee and adopted the discipline pripr. to the 1899 corrupted vers~o?; .. 
o.d . . . ' 

lEREAS the Cape Fear 'Conference through its. history, exc6pt for· the· 
)liness deflection, has operated according to· _the principles con
lined in ,the 1883 printing regarding nrndependence of/Churches"; . 
ld. . . 

~ this statement clearly states the position of congregational 
lurch government relating to the relationship of a lccal church to 
conference; and · 

lEREAs this statement' is in harmocy with An Abstract· of the Forreer . 
:-t-icles of 1812; th~refore be it resolved- ~ - ----

- ) ' . 
iAT we adopt the paragraphs on "Independence/ of Churchesn quoted 
)OVe from the 1883, printing and pledge that this is our officia.l 
)Sitioh regarding the-relationship-of this_General Conference to 
Ll affiliated churches. 

)tion the-:fo~ovdng resolution was unani_!Ilously adopted .. 

~OLVED that we, the General Conference of. Original Free Will· .. 
1ptists of North Carolina_ take whatever . steps necessary to maintaip, · 
lr affiliation with our denomination.- the National Association of 
ree Will .Baptists. . ' . 

)t:i..on the. following resolution vvas ·Unanimously adopted. 
. .---- . . _ .. ' 

~SOLVED-that a S~cretary-Tr~asurer be elected-to act as Promotional 
o;cretary who~e duties it will be -to act as our official spokesman 
. . ' 



. i 
'I 

'~· / and .to distribute educ~tionai and promotmonal material as .effids al 
available; be it further~resolved · · · · · . . I . . . 

~ . l '\ .,_ •. • ' , --~ \ .-" -- ' ' ' 

T!IAT we elect a temporary_Membership Committee' consisting\ot the 
-- Secretary~Treasurer ,and- four others to· receive :ministers ,and chur< 

. under the'watchc'are of our:Gonfel~ence .. until the next>session.,·It: 
understood-- that.:~his is the ~t of.·tlieir authority; be··it turthE 
resolved ' \ . ·; : h 

.~ 

THAT we meet for feilowslup and ·necessary busin~ s~ on Tuesday,. J~r 
uary;JO, 1961. _It is under~tood that) the_ Pastor of the host,churc 
\Vill arrange for the sermon and will preside until a moderator is: 
electe~. ' _.) ' 

1 
~. ., 1 · 

·'On motion it was voted that we me'et with ,the' G~ace. Church in . Greenvill 
Rev. R. Eugene Waddell was elected·. Secretary"':'Tre~surer. · Rev11 LaRue· Da 
Rev. Ronald Creech, Rev. Paul Le_e and Mr. ·Fred Parker 1were elected to 
w~rk with the Secretary-Treas:ilrer in. the Membership, Committee. ·.: 

On ~otion we ~ave a ris:i.~g-vote of thanks to the host chur:ch and to .. 
those' wh~ prepared the program ap.?- re~olutions. · '. · · ··· '<· " 

" .-- . _, ' .-' 

An·offering in the'amo;mt of$•106.9? was received~ 
/ ~-

Onmotion we adjourned. Rev •.. Carey Watkins. gave the benediction. 
~ . . \ . ( . ·- . ' .. ,_ . 

Rashie Kennedy,' Chairman· 
, __ -- -

Herman L •. Hersey, Secretary . 
·'"-

I ) 
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