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INERAL CONFERENCE OF ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTISTS OF .NORTH CAROLINA
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) o ; PROCEEDINGS ";1’*‘;‘?, .;>

s

_/nsters, delegates and v:.s:.tors gathered at Prospect Free Wlll Bapt:n.st
arch in Harnett County on November- 20, 1961, for-the. parpose of - orga-
%mg an Orlglnal Free Will Baptist Conference committed to our his~ . -
jic “practice of congregational . church government. The host-pastor,
I« Carey Watkins, called the meeting to order at 10:00 A. M, and acted
~|temporary chairman.  Rev, Bobby Jackson led the congregation in sing- -
- "Falth of our Fathers" and Rev. Ras}ne \hennedy led 1n prayer. -
é)ther Watklns welcomed the group to Prospect Church and stated the
: Eposes of the ‘meeting. Reve- Eugene Waddell brought the ‘message on the '
Ject, "Who are the Orlglnal Free Wlll Bapt:.sts?" We sang "Amaz:.ng o
ace‘ S o - « - . b -

- '»‘ = <

| e mmsters and delegates i‘rom the Western Conference were called :mto '

- - [

hort sessmn.p« ; . TS B B

l:[NUT S OF THE TRUE ORIGINAL FREE HILL bAP‘I’IbS[S R
{ © . OF THE WESTuRW CONFERENCE - = ° . -
! 'v. Bobby Jackson was- elected temporary Moderator and- Rev. B:.llf Morrls -
: E -elected. temporary Secretary. . The" i‘ollom:ng delegates were enrolled.
{ ‘Edgemont -~ Lloyd WVilliford, Jack Ray - =~ - i T

s

Tippetits Chapel Kenneth Lee, LJ R. lee N )
Qak Grove.--—-J, M. ‘Hedlin, lrs. Fred Roll, Mrs. GeraldlnevFlowers

J

‘Fellowship -~ Ed Hill, Clayborne Hudson, Woodrow Bryant

_Calvary — Charles Williford, Bobby Rigley ~ —~
Salnt's Dellght ~ Julius Layton, Mrs. Earl: Burnette, mrs\ Ralph

Clegg ~ , IR /,

e follomng mlnlsters were . enrolled. - Ralph E. Clegg, Conrad W:.ll:.ford,
nnie Graves, Ronnie Peele, Q. G, Worrell, Paul Lee, Charles vaant, T
,nald Creech, Billy Morris. and. Bobby Jackson. : Correspondence was com—-
“mnicated from Dan Merkh and-G. C. Lee requestlng membership in the pro-
gsed conference.. -On motion thelr names. Were added to the list of West—-

“n’ Conference m:.nlsters present N S PR R

o et o

5‘ e _
. o~ Mook ~

fxe i‘ollomng resolutlon Was presented and on motlon Was unanmously

:lopted N . C o BN
Whereas, the w’estern Gonference of Or:lg:.nal bree Wn.ll Baptlsts has -

.[ declared :Lts present form of . church government to be connectlonal, E
‘ and R L _ ~ .
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Whereas, the chlef clause in the ‘Statement of Falth and DlSClplln

./ for Original Free Will Baptists of North Carolina —. Wthe apnual

s thentlcated charges)and uhe names of hlS accusers, -and N

. cenference er association.peing.tine highest trlbunal, shall have ;

“final, dlsc1pllnery authority: over the- local church." - supportin

thls\errcneous ‘practice was taken from the Holiness corrupted Cagé
~ Fear Conferénce. Discipline ‘of 1899, which was repudlated by the
, Orlglnal\cape Fear, Free Will/Baptlst Gonference, and :

“N, \ N Y N =

o L
'Whereas, the mlnlsterlal credentlals of one of our pastors were re

- yoked for reasons other than those- spec1f1ed on the - certlllcate,.

” namely immeral character-and unsound doctrine,’ and’ through the imd
-proper, procedure of (refusing to glve the accused specific or ‘au~'
Y R : '/“‘\x

W_Whereas, the unprecedented 1nterference of the Western/Conference

< of Original Free Will Baptists inlthe internal ‘affairs of one.of

i

.~ our sister ‘churches, Edgemont Church, by becoming a plalntlff in

/

’ "\

court proceedlngs de51gned te seize- -control of the _property and a-

S ward/lt to a small minority, constitutes a serious departure from

\ the hlstorlc,practlces,fcustoms and usages of our denomlnatlon, en
SN )/lﬂ . k
Whereas, thexwestern Conference of Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts has
taken actlon'wnlch in effect" laid the -groundwork ‘for said confereq
“1-to become a part oi a’ new. denomlnatlon, therefore, s

‘,
Ve \

Be 1t resolved that we, the. adherents to the hlstorlc doctrlnes,‘J
church - government, cusuomes, practices,’ and. usages of ‘Original Fre
Will Baptists, assembled this 20th dayof Nbvember, 1961, de hereb
- declare ourselves to be the true Orlglnal Free Will Baptists ef” th
Western Conference of . Orlggnal Free Will Baptlsts, and . 3 \xk

\‘ ~

> Be it further resolved uhat we repudlate the follow1ng statement
‘found on Page 53 of’ the Statement of Faith and Discipline for Orig

" inal Free Will Baptists of NorthsGarolina — nthe annual conference

.or association being the highest tribunal,\shall have flnal dlSCl}
llnary authorlty over the local church"' and - = ,»,
\, ,\ ‘\‘ \

Be 1t further resolved that’we unite with the churches and mlnlste
who are rue Original Free Wlll Baptists from. the boundS/of the -
- Eastern: Conference, Albemarle Conference, Cape Fear Conference anc
Central Conference, and - , ST :

/ :

e Be 1t furtner resolved that We declare that all those churﬁhes an




mmisters :m company w:Lth us, adherlng to the doctr:xnes, customs, R
practices and usages of the true Orlglnal Free Wlll Baptlsts are in
good s’candlng, and RN . e N ,
Be'it further resolved that we aeclare our detemmatlon to ma:\.nta:n.n,
our affiliation with our denomination, namely. the Natlonal Assocla-
tlon oi~0r1g1na1 Free Will Bapt:.sts. -

1ot10n the sessn_on of the ‘true Orlglnal Free .all Baptlsts oi‘ the -
ern Gonference was adgou:rned ; E :

‘ministers and delegates from the Central Gonference Were called in-
3 short sessmn. < ;

o

I\IINUTES OF THE' TRUE ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTlSTS e

- Or 'IHB CENTRAL CONFLRENCL B
. Jack Paramore was elected tempora.ry Iuoderator and Brother Galan
bar was elected temporary Clerk., The following ministers were en-
led: Robert Edwards, Adam Scotit, Nathan Hason, A. C. korgan, Rashie
nedy, LaRue Davis, Garroll Alexander, Guy Owens, Jack Paramore and
an Dunbar ~ , _ . S -

-

~ s P

follom,ng delegates were enrolled: ’
‘ mt. Galva.ry s rlookert.on, 1. C. - %‘om M:Lller, Wlllle Wood, U:thon
aylor . -
Hope Church, Scotland Neck, He Cu = hrs. E. W. Moore, ‘MNrs.. C. h. o
. - Flowers, N. J. Harris’ :
' Maranatha, Greennlle, N C. — lirs, LaRue’ Davis, lurs. Earle Garrls
(‘xr:u‘.‘ton Church'~ ‘l‘om Hardlson, Alvis Harrls T ‘

; \

~

follomng resolutlon was presented and unanimously adopted. ' o
‘Whereas, the Central Conference of Original Free 'ill Baptists. in
_session November 8,9 » 1961, in Greenville, N. C. by unprecedented
.action of refumng to-.seat ‘certain ministers for reasons not speci~
fied in the constitution of the Central Conference has departed
from the democratic practlces > customs 5 and usages oi‘ Orlg:.nal Free
m.ll Bapt::.sts, and :

Whereas, the Central Coni‘erence of Orlg;x.nal Free hlll Bapt:.sts in o
the same session endorsed-the action of the Western Conference of
Originel Free: wi11 Baptists in its:unprecedented interference in
the 1nternal affairs of‘ a local churcn Whereby 11; ‘became the pla;r.n- .

o . E - s » —
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&f nomimation; therefore, L B

tlff 1n court proceedlngs to selze control of the property and 4
1t to a small mlnorltyj and. - A

Whereas, the said conference adopted a resolutlon supportlng thJ
_action and affirming the p051tlon of a group of men who signed. a
‘affidavit stating thelr bellef 1n a connectlonal form of church

government, and : 3 a 3

Whereas, the Chlef clause in the Statement of Falth and DlSClpll
" for Original Free Will Baptists oI North Carolina supporting bhi
.practice was taken irom the Holiness corrupted Caoe Fear Discinl,
of 1899 which was repudiated by the Original Cspe Féar Free Wlll
 Baptist Conference., .This clause i$: "That the annual conference
association being the highest tribunal, shall have flnal dlSClpE
nary/authorlty over the" local church," and -

, oy
Whereas, the Central Conference of Orlglnal Free Will' Beptlsts i1

session November 9, 1961, passed resolutions. which in effect laic
- the grounduork for said’conference’ to become a part of a new de~

IR S
v

" Be i resolved that we, the delegates who' are representlng churct
‘and ministers who are adherents to the- historic doctrines, custor
practices, and usages of Original Free Will Baptists assembled ti
- 20th day of November, 1961, do. hereby declare ourselves to be the

 ~true Original Free Will Beptists of the Gentral Conference of Ori
’{,lnal Free W111 Baptlste. A )

\

. Be 1t further resolved ‘that we repualate the follow1ng statement

found-on page 53 in the §tatement of Faith and Discipline for Ori
‘inal Free Will Baptists of North Carolina which 1s? "Ihe annual:
conierence or association being the kighest tribunal, shall have
’ nal dlsclpllnary authorlty over the 1ocal church." o

o
J

Be it resolved that we unite: w1th the churches and’ mlnlsters who
" true Original Free Will Baptists from the bounds of the Eastern,
Western, Albemarle and Cape Fear Conferences.” R ,

Be 1t resolved that we declare our determlnatlon to malntaln our

' ~affiliation with our denomlnatlon, The ‘National A35001at10n of 0

1aal Free Will Baptlsts.
Be 1t further resolved tnat we declare all those churcneS\and

. . . . t ~
~ . . N : PR
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Jlnlsters in company with-us adherlng to doctrlnes, customs,}
sractices and usages of tie true Orlglnal Free. Nill Baptlsts to be
.n good standlng.<

stion the session of the true Orlglnal Free R TANNEE Baotlsts of the .
*al Conference adgourned .

mlnlsters and delegates from the Cape Fear Conference were called :

a short se551on.~

| MIWUTLS OF THE TRUE ORIGINAL FREE WILL BAPTISTS -
, ' OF THE CAPE FEAR CONFERENCE ,

Garey watklns ‘was elected temporary hoderator and’ Rev. Herman L,
2y was elected tenporary Secretary. The follow1ng delegates were
lled: i o

" Carner = James Faircloth, Mrs. Mary Howell, H, C. Prloe '
 Raleigh - J. D. Balisnce, W. H. Davis, Vester Benson
Community Chapel - E. W. ‘Giles, W, B. Turlington .
Prospect - J. C. Ennls, Fred Parker, -C. B.. Dennlng

~—

follow1ng mlnlsters were enrolled. R. Eugene Waddell, Bllly dalker,

. .Coates; Frank Davenport, Herman L. Hersey, and Carey VWatkins. Re-
ts were received from Brothers Fred Hersey and Lonnie-Cayton that

be enrolled. On motion Fred Hersey and Lonnie Cayton were enrolled

inisters. On motlon Wiingate Hansley was enrolled as a mlnlster.

follow1ng resolutlon'was unanlmously adopted

«L

Whereas, the Cape Fear Conference of’ Original Free Vill Baptlsts S

was originally organized by the Discipline’ prlor to 1899 which-

contains the following. statement, "Independence of Churches, etc;"i
page 36, "Each local church is a distinct and independent organi~ -

zation with full authorlty to manage its own 1nternal affairs, e—-:
lect its offlcers, receive, dismiss, discipline and exclude mem-
‘bers. But this principle of the independence of each church is
not held as a law of isolation: on the contrary, :churches con-.
veniently situated associate and. co-operate in all things which
tend to advance the common cause. . Councils are, therefore, called

in the organlzatlon of a church, erdination of a minister, and the-

settlement of serious difficulties. ‘On the' same pr1n01ples, the-
churches meet by delegation in the Annual Conference, etc. But to

these Conferences are granted no. 3udlClal or appellate powers corn— "

)
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fllctlng w1th ‘the 1ndependence of the - 1ocal churches." ‘The " Freé
- Baptist Faith-to which is added the practice of Cape FeaF Freew]

: Eapfisf Conference by de W Lucas, GoIdéboro, N. C.,‘Baptlst‘Rew
J*b. Prlnt.,‘lddB, and e

P S
—

Whereas, the rev181on of the Disclpllne, Falth and Practlce of t
- Cape Fear Freewill /Baptist Conference, revised 1097, corrupted i
- original doctrine: regarding church government in that the last
graph under, “Independence of Churches, etc." quoted above was
. changed-to read, "The Anmual Conference being the highest tribuJ
- shall have final- Jurlsdlctlon over the local churches"- page 3h

B Whereas, the revlsed.Dlsclpline, ralth and Practlces of ‘the Ca
=~ Fear Free-Will:Baptist Conference, 1899, also corrupted tne ori
doctrine regarding sanctification as set forth in the Discipline
- ‘prior to 1899 in that the following definition was given and add
.%o sanctification, "it is obtained by falth and is subseqpent td
' regeneratlon.ﬂ ~ page 17,,and T c~c/;~

-

v Whereas, the’ follow1ng churches on- January 12, 1912, Shady Grovj
’ Bethel, Bizzell's. Grove, Robert!s Grove, Lee!s Chapel, Oak Grove
Dalya Chapel, St. Mary's Grove, St. Paul, Goldsboro, St. John ar
" Prospect reconvened as the Cape Fear Conference of Original Free
 Will Baptists-and repudiated the corrupt revised Discipline of.]
-+ and re-enacted and re-adopted the original faith of the foundlnﬁ
s fathers as promulgated in the first Cape Fear Freewill Baptist
.  ference of 1855 as set-forth in the Discipline prior to 1899, ai
- = recorded in the Dlscipllne, ‘The Freewill Baptist'Faith to whlch
' 6Q@E4 The Practice of Cape Fear Freewill Bapbist Conference By’i

,/ ' Whereas, the State Conventlon of Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts of
_North Carolina in 1916, in adopting their first discipline,_uset
.~ corrupt discipline of 1899 of ‘The Cape Fear Free-Will Baptist Cq
" . " ference in that- they copied the church govermment revision, "The
_Annual Conference being the highest tribunal shall have ‘final i
‘diction’over the local churches," page 37, Church Discipline of
Original Free Will Baptist, revised 1916. Ind subsequent revis:
of the North Carollna\stéfément ‘of Faith and Discipline for Orij
© Free Will Baptlst have ‘continued to use this statement adopled |
-, thé Teligious group now known as the Pentecostal rree Will Bapt1
Hollness movement, and a , : , .

-



eas, the Cape Fear Confezence of Orlglnal Free Fi1l Baptlsts in
sion"at-.Leetls Chapel Church November 2;3,°1961,- repudiated the . =
;h-and practice of our founding fathérs of 1855 and of - that re-- .~
-ted - and- re—adopted in the reconvened session on January 12, 912
-as -set forth in the Discipline’ Erlor 1o 1899 when, -after hoderas " T
L. R. Ennis very carefully read in his openlng statement the -~ -~ -
Aon under "Independence -of. Churches etc." page 36, of The Free- 'a,kv
. Baptist Faith to which is added The Practice of Cape Fear Free- ,
-MBoptlst Conference, by d. . LUCAas, Goldsboro, N. C., Baptist - . =
ew.Jab fFrint., 1003, and’ tendered his: -resignation with the unde“—v:~”
ding that as the- Conference - voted they endorsed and declared R
iselves as adnerlng to.a_ connectlonal form .of government, that
gned final” authority" and soverelgnty -over-the local churches to °
Conference, -The Cape Fear Conference of- Orlglnel Free Will Bap—
5. declared: themselves "Connectlonal Free- wll Baptlsts" by ma~
ty vote ‘of S1xty—f1ve to-. seventeen, Nbvember 25 1961, and ~. -
eas, the Cape Fear Conference of Orlg;nal Free nlll~Baptlsts dld
diate the faith and practlces of Orlglnal\rree Will Baostists
r-to 1899 byadopting-a resolution éndorsing the- usurped autnorlty :
he Western Conference relating to- the appllcatlon of conrerence ;l»jf
Lorlty over tne local churches, and : o

N o ow PN

- > Q e e .
eas, tne Cape Fear. Conlerence of Orlglnal bree Will bapt“sts dld ‘
her repudiate the faith- and practlces of Original Free will Bap~ .
s of the . Cape-Fear Gonference prior to 1899 by adopting a reso- .-
on that the -churches that have adopted forms of: goverrment con~
g to-the Statement of faith and discipline for Originel Free.

BaELlStS of North Carolina be-declared-out-of fellowship with .~ -
s .conference until such time‘as they brlng tnemselves ‘back 1n i1~,jeu
3 w1th sald dloc1p11ne, and JT' ; i S -

T < (A - - —

i e \ - ; B

'.) /)

eas, the Cape Fear Conference of OrlglnallFree WEll Baptlsts dld »

her .repudiate the faith and practices-of the Cape Fear: Conference x
'reewill Baptists prior to 1899 by . adoptlng a résolution bhat the -
sters who have led their-churches in-these’ v1olat10ns be silenced .
1. such time as™ “they: bring themselves back in line with the state~ -
; of faith’ and dlSClpllne for Orlglnal\Free Will.Beptlsts of North;;?“
)l:.na, and - S TR PR— ‘Q Lo lE
‘eas, about the year 183h Prospect Free Will Baoﬁlst Ghurch Was .
1n1zed as a\Free Will. Baptlst Church, and"/ TR S S RN
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Whereas, Prospect Orlglnal Free w111 Baptlst Church partlclpgted 1q
the organlzatlon of the first Cape Fear Freewill” Baptlst Conferencq
/in the year 1855 under the doctrine as set forth in the Discipliné-
prlor to 1899 and as recorded in The Freewill Baptist Faith to” whic
"is-added the practices of ‘Cape Fear Freowill ‘Baptist Conference. by
- J. W} Lucas,/Goldsboro,/N. C Baptlst Rev1ew Eob Prlnt.,lCBB, and

J

Whereas, Prospect Orlglnal Free w111 Baptist Church part1c1pated 1n
the special -session.of the Cape Fear Free Will. Baptist Conference

- on January 12, 1912.at Shady-Grave Church in Sampson:County and o

“"301ned the follow1ng churches - Shady Grove,- Bethel, Bizzel's Grov
.Robertt!s Grove, Leels Chapel, Oak Grove, Dalyls Chapel, St.:Mary's
Grove, St Paul, Goldsboro and St. John = in perfecting ja permanenty
organlzatlon 'to the end that'the. orlglnal faith of our fathers, as:
promulgated in the flrst conference of 1855, mlght be re—enacted am
re-adopted, and - .

-

2 - / . . . - P X g

) IWhereas, “Prospect Church in Conference January 27, 1912, Brother D

R, Ennis in chair. By motion a vote was taken to- decide whether th
Church wanted to- adopt the. old Dlsc1pllne as adopted prior to 1899m
‘The :Church unanlmously\adopted the old Discipline,". D. R. Ennis
Moderator, R.. M.\Perker, Clerk. Pege 89, Prospect Church Confereno
Minutes, and” ' = ‘ c

N . - N
v g N

Whereas, Prospect Orlglnal Free Will Baptlst Church in Conference i
. September 30, 1961, by. unanlmous vote, adopted the follow1ng state-
o ment and/recommendatlons. ST A 5 e
R 2 STATEMENTq_

o For the past few'months there has- been some questlon among Orlgi
'L\lnal Free Will Baptlsts in regards to church government.

e Therefore, be 1t resolved that Prospect Orlglnal Free Will Bap-
o tist Church, Route 3, Dunn, Harnett County, :North Carollna,’
- foff1c1ally re-afflrms 1ts pos1t10n relatlve to church government
. ftThat Prospect Free Will Baptlst Church.belleves now, as At alway
: ;/;has believed, in the- 1ndependence -of the local church, holding "
.. “that the-local- church, is an independent body, 'so far as it re~
- u/;lates to its-own- government, the transaction of its- business, th
~~ - choice of ‘its offlcers, and the dlsclpllne of its members, and.
these rights cannot be .denied the “local” church by any other orga
nlzatlon w1th1n or. w1thout the denomlnatlon. R



That Prospect Free Will Baptlst Church has every rlght to hold -
and retain- title to all property owned by it. -That the board Sl
of trustees is invested with authority from- the‘church to make: -
proper and, legal transactlons, subject  to the will and order of
“the majority of the ‘church, and they shall be the- custodians-of
such documents.” That Prospect Free Will Baptist Church will :

not under any- c1rcumstances surrender these rlghts to any other

‘Organlzatlon. ST Ty jor

,That Prospect Free w111 Baptlst Church has the rlght o, employ o
any Free Will Baptist minister as pastor, who is in good stand=— -
ing with the denomination regardless of his place of residence. .
It is understood that this right cannot properly be denied by
any “subsequent action of a quarterly meeting, yearly meeting, -
district association, national association, or any other group.
It is further understood that the pastor of Prospect Free Will
Baptlst Church shall, vpon ninety-day notice, termlnate his . =
services upon request by a mojority vote of members in good
7stand1ng of Prospect Free. Will Baptlst Church.\ )

Erospect Free Will Baptlst Church recognlzes and bel1eves in -
the value of coming together with other Free Will Baptist =,
-Churches for the: purpose of mutual fellowship and endeavor and.
;the.establlshlng of proper organizations for the unlfylng of -
7our ‘purposes and accompllshlng the goal of preachlng the Gospel .
of Jesus Ghllst to every. creature. However, Prospect Free Wiy
Baptlst'Chanh.lS unalterably opposed to any organlzatlonal . .
‘machinery within our denomination at any level which makes sub~
;Jects of those who, a55001ate with. it, invests undue authorlty o
“in the hands of a few, and: consequently throttles the democre- S
“tic processes of church. government and maaorlty rule of the lo- >_,>
_cal congregatlon. ST . f\~v :; : ,_a;c o000
,Be 1t known that to w1thdraw fellowshlp is the only form of ;
‘discipline which may be, _brought against Prospect Freé’ Will Bap---  ©
tist Church by- any‘conlerence or association, districet or
“quarterly meetlng, State Conventlon, National Association, or
‘any’other body in any»lnstdnce, situation, or practice since -

~the final dispostion of any-matter within Prospect Free Will™ =~ =
‘Baptist Church must be. decided by maaorlty vote: of the: members -

of Prospect Free Will BaptlstJChurch. - | ; !

e

B

irTherefore, Prospect Free Will Baptlst Church does emphatlcally “;_'



o o declare that as- ev1denced by 1ts more than one—hundred year
‘;;{”; “\hlstory ‘and- by>1nherent and\scrlptural rights as-an autonomou‘
5N self-governlng body, ‘and that’ Prospect Free Will. Baptlst Churc
- - does’ steadfastly/refuse and dery any and" all 3ud1c1ary anthor
T 1 A of: any body or -group ! outside- the bounds: of the congregatld
.o of Prospect Free Will Baptist. Church.\ That under no circum—
I,stances will Propecthree Will Baptlst Church relinquish its-
rlghtrto govern 1tuelf by‘the w1ll and” _vote of the magorlty -0

~1ts members.fgeepﬁ N ﬂ <,§=Vif L “an>f L= n{

o

Let 1t be. understood ‘that ﬁhls ‘statement 1n no‘Way'lmplles th
4% is the 1ntent10n or- desire of - PTospeot Free Will Baptlst
-:Church to sever its- relatlons with other Original Free Will "

Baptistsy but. rather. that ProspectoFreexﬁlll Baptist Church i

_tends to- retaln its 1dent1ty as an Original Free Will Baptlst
' *’Church.J Nelther does\thls statement .imply~that the pastor-is
~to become-in any way a dictator over Prospect Free Will Baptif
”'Church,(but“rather ~that the pastor and the magorlty of the met
./bershlp “are under God to-lead the church in all-Christian-en-!
: ‘deavor; always respectlng and con31der1ng the sentxments of’ tﬂ
; \j mlnorlty.;:‘, - ST «;\ . e ol

b e A, 5
PN - . |

-G S e REGOMMENDATIONS B e - :
/*U l./It 1s recommended by’ the Board of Deacons and the Pastor
~that“Prospect Church_ adopt the. foreg01ng statement in. order
5 5?/?3_ ‘spell out -and- deflne its exact ‘position. relatlve to- 45 churc
=Y governmentwand ‘in order to eliminate confusion because of va=
fflous 1nterpretatlons of Orlglnal Free Will Baptlst goveg?ment

2. It is recommended by the Board of Deacons and the Pastor -
—'f’ “that- the delegates elected to. the annual: Cape Fear\Conference]
-~emeet1ng beelnstructed to cast. thelr vote in accordance with .
s the”prlnclples set forth-in this stgtement\rblatlve to-the .
P kchurch government\of ‘Prospect Original-Free Will Eaptlst Ohun

- - and’that :all- delegates hereafter elected to- any - ‘and all' confe)
_Jencey a33001at10ns and- -conventions.cast- ‘their vote on’the.bas:
S that Prespect Church, believes in the historic practlue that t]
T flnal voice and‘word of. authorlty is- vested in the membershlp

‘,ef 3. It 1s recommended that since constltutlonal prov131ons are
o ' made: that Prospect- Orlglnal Free Will Beptlst .Church maintain
8 f aﬂ afflllatlon w1th tho Natlonal Assoc1atlon of Free Nill Bap
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tlst of Amerlca and 1ts world—w1de m1ss1onary mlnlstny.

- L. That on the ba51s of the adoptlon of the ‘above recommendatlons
and because Carey Watkins . cannot submit himself to become a mem=
ber of. thls new rellglous denominaticn the leaders of ‘the State
~ Gonvention of North Carolina Free Will Baptists are purporting .
to form on the basis of a.lawyer'!s interpretation of certain -

" _articles in the Statement of Faith and Discipline of Original ,

- - Free Will Baptists for North Carolina, and because Carey WatklnS/
18 in falth, doctrine, and practice an Original Free Will Bap-—...
tlst, that Prospect Original Free Will Baptist Church give a -
vote of confidence to. and retain Carey Watklns as pastor of i Pro=
pect Orlglnal Free Wlll Baptlst Church. :

Therefore, the Pastor and Congregatlon of Prospect Orlglnal Free//
VA1l Baptist Church, Harnett County, N. C. request and invite :
_ all ministers 'and churches of the.Cape Fear Conference of Orig- -
- inal -‘Free Will Baptists who desire to maintain an affiliation
~ with the National Association of Free Will Baptlsts of America
) and -who believe in'and ad:ere 6. and defend the faith and prac-
- tices of Original Free Will Baptists as set forth in the Dlsc1-_f
"~ pline prlor to 1899 as recorded in The'Freewill Baptist Faith
* to which is added the practice of Cape Fear Freewill Bapiist. ¢
- Conrference, by J. W, Lucas, Goldsboro, N. b., ‘Baptist heview
Job Print., 1883, to sit with us in a sessn.on of the true
~Original Free Will Baptists of the Cape Fear Conference of
Original Free Will Baptists to the end that the original faith.
-of our fathers, as promulgated in the flrst Conference of 1855,
L may be " re—enacted and. re—adopted _: - R 2

{

1erefore, - resolved that wey the true Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts
P the Cape Fear Conference, hereby endorse: tne above resoluticn and-
in with Prospect Church in declarlng that we are: the true Orlglnal
ree Will Baptlsts of the Cape Fear Conferenoe, and \ N

> it further ‘resolved that e declare that all those churches and
Lnlsters in company with us, adhering to the doctrines, customs,
-actices and usages of the/true Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts are in
>od standlng, and o Lo J<4J ‘ '

1t further resolved that we, the true Or1g1na1 Free Will Baptlsts
E the Cape Fear.Conference, unite with the true Original Free Will . -
ptists of the Western,,Eastern,‘Albemarle -and Central Conferences,

<
s
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~in i‘ormlng aeConi‘erence comm:.tted to our hlstorlc practlce of‘con
gregatlonal church government as practlced prior to the Dlsclpl:m
.of 1899.: SRR IR R S BN S VR SEAES Al S

- \,/, - N \ : ST

v : R \N e ' o R
. 0n mot:.on the true Or:t.glnal Free W:Lll Baptlsts of the Cape Fear\
U Co*rf‘erence ad;journed. ,;‘_; :

- "‘, N L ;/

7 < DL et (\‘
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noon recess. f e = LT e T e 5
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Je reconvened at 1 BO“P.M. w:.th the s:Lnglng of "There's Wz.thln My Hea
_a Melody"_and’ prayer- by Reve W:.ngate Hansley. Rev./Frank Davenport
brought the devotlons. - A‘,/ i = e

> : ~*\\~,,< —Re T ot
\»\\rrﬂ \ g e =
. Rev,- Bobby Jackson presented the follow:.ng proposal Whlch Was unan:t.mo
adopted.ﬂ\ R WS RET T T N T
?, \’_g:’ ey ~ /3 //\ ”‘, \"‘* = ‘"1 : g /7 S ﬂﬂ‘i""‘

s We, the mder31gned, “hav:mg a burden to ma:.ntaln our h:l.stor:.c c
gregatlonal\ chirch government among, Orlg:.nal Free W:Lll‘Baptlsts,
S -present this. proposal/to the. delegates\ and ministersiwho- have con
. ﬁ , (to”thls meetlng for:the purpose:of organizing a- conference commi
~"to_our-historic practice of congregatlonal church government and.
-7'desiring to maintain affiliation’with. our- denomination - L= the Nats
T'M ional-Association of- Free W:.ll Bapt:.sts.‘ Therefore we respectfu]
- fpropose ‘the" follom.ng. N o R
1y That we_elect-a _temporary cha:.rman over th:n.s meet-n np; today. S
2, That we elect” a temporary secretary N - ‘ ~
5' .3..That we ask permission of the body to present a ser:.es oi‘ pro-
l,f’ - .~ posed resolutions for consideration of -the-body. We present
. . these with- the. understandlng that any or. all of.‘ themmay be
e wamended or rejected- by-the body. /.-~ =75
(The following mlm.sters :signed: »Bobby’ Jackson, Herman L. Her

‘; ‘Carey D Watklns, Jr.y Re Eugene" Waddell, Q.- G. Worrell Sr.; W
A. Hansley, Rashie- Kennedy, Guy Fa Owens,vNathan Eason, Lonnle
Jf -. ~-Graves, Carroll Alexander, -LaRue Dav:.s, Paul Iee 3 “Inther- Burn=

. {l‘a ‘Ronnie -Peele, Charles. Bryant,’Ronald Creechy- B:Llly ‘B,-Walker, |
Adam Scotty: Frank Davenport, Robert L~ Edwards, Conrad’W:x.lllfc
E. Eugene Hales and, Thomas Ko Johnson) wr G A

: «Rev. Rash:.e Kennedy was~ elected sc,emporary Chalrman and Rev.nHerman L.
: .Hersey/was elected temp orary’ Secretary. JGn mot:Lon the semes of prop
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Ltions ‘are to'r'be» brésented one" at 2 times C LT

,1on the *"ollow:Lng resolutlo\n \mas unam.mously adopted:.,f e .

IHEnEAS ‘the true Orlglnal Free . N:.ll Baptlsts from the Wesbern Con-
‘erence in session this the 20th day of November, 1961 adopted the ;
ollow1ng resolution:. (see ‘pages 3—5); and 7» o

MBREAS the true Orlglnal Free! Will Beptlsts from the Central Con-
‘erence-in session this the 20th day of 1 Vovember, 1961 adopted ‘the
‘ollowing. resolutlon., (see pages 7) :and - L (N

A

ﬁHbREAS the true Orlglnal Free' Will Beptlsts from the Cape Fear
onference in session this the 20th day of. November, 1961 adopted
she” following resolutlon. (see pages. 7—1&) therefore be it res-’
)INEd S , /\7 S GhN :

LHAT we declare that We, the adherents to the hlstorlc doctrlnes,
oractices) customs, usages and church government of the Original
free Will Baptists, assembled together on this 20th day of Nov-
ember, 1961, are the true Original Free Will Baptists from the
bournds of the-Central, Western,-Eastern, Albermarle and\Cape Fear
Jonferences of Orlglnal Tree Will Baptlsts, be 1t further resolved -

THAT we endorse the above quoted resolutlons adopted by the true"'f
Orlglnal Free-Will Baptists from the Western, Central and Capeﬂ\ o
Fear Conferences, ‘be it further resolved e T RN

PHAT we recognlze and. seat the.- delegates who were sent by thelr
local churches to this meeting for the purpose of organizing .an =
Criginal Free Will Baptist Conference committed to our historic -
oractice of congregatlonal church government and desiring to main— .
bain affiliation with- our denomination - the National. Assoc1at10n H
of Free Will Baptlsts, be it/ further resolved ‘ : v

THAT we. recognlze and seat’all mlnisters requestlng this pr1v1lege‘ﬁj
who have been ordained as. Original Free Will Baptist liinisters, - -
and-who-are committed to._ our historic practice of congregational
church government and de51re “to. malntaln afflllatlon.W1th our den~
omlnatlon - the Natlonal Ass0c1at10n of Free Will Baptlsts.,,, o

tlon the follow1ng delegates and mlnlsters were recognlzed and

. . R
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Brookwood: Church, Fayetev1lle —/Mrs. Fred Klrby and lrs. “Ton- Johnq
. St. Paul,. Ellzabeth Clty - James Armstrong, Fred Armstrong and Olr
ST Lamb e

*-_Jdoy Church, IErboro = helvln w1111amson, Ronald Willlamson and Hrs

'Glen Abrams ey IR 3 R

fM1nlsters. ‘David Paramore, Eugene Hales, Luther Burns and Thcmas

Johnson e L N Aﬁa R T _g-w_fh,;
J. 1o ! \\ 8
" On.motion- “the follow1ng resolutlon'was unanlmously adopted after An

_Abstract of the Former Articles of Faith Confessed by the: “Original’ .

Baptist Church, Holdlng Tthe Doctrine of General Provision, With a Proﬂ

Code of Discipline for -the Fulure- Governnent oI the?Church of ldIZ an@
;revls—a 1n,1535 was read. = S e

e S v '~L)/" -»(// - ;\." ‘\\

WHEREAS the General Conference of(brlglnal Free Will B ptlsts Wwas.
- ‘"Mother Conferencet of the” present Central, Eastern, Western and/
- Albermarle Conferences, end ' -

o R : ! XE*" o
S WHuRnAS the true’ Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts of the : Cape Fear Co 1
. ference-have historically" operated on‘the same general prlnclples~
. the General Gonference, and "tﬁ’ - Lo

\ (G
N

. WHEREAS this General Gonference when it dIVlded in 1886 was operat;
"~ under An Abstract of the Former Articles.of Faith Confessed’§§ ‘the
Original Baptist Church, Holding the Doctrine of - General Provision
I~ “with a Proper Tode oF Discipline for the Future Govermment of The.
Churcn of_IBI2-and as Tevised in 1535, therefore ‘be’ 1t res“Ivedr

THAT we declare ourselves: assembled together on thls 4Oth day oi‘,~
~ November, 1961 to be the 1961 session of- the rev1ved\General Con=
- ference of- Orlglnal Free Will Baptists of North Carolina,. and shal
L be’ henceforth known as the: "General\Confelence ‘of Orlglnal Free W
" Buptists of North Garollna“"be it further resolved nji 1VJ;

SN &

'mHAT we, the General Gonference of Orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts of
‘\‘/North Carolina, adopt\An Abstract of the Former Articles of Faith:
« Confessed by thé Original Baptist Church, Holding the Doctrine of‘

‘General Provision, with a Proper. Code of Dlsclpllne for-the Future

(, Government of the Ghurdh of 1812 "and a8 rev1sed 1n 1835 =
[ ,__\\ ' REEEARN SIS S -

g 5 Ll
On,Motlon the fo1low1ng resolutlon Nas unanlmously adopted, wﬂ;”"”
SN \ — B g

= WHEREAS the true erglnal Free Will Baptlsts of the Western, Centx
I8 Nand Cape Fear Conferences have ratlfled the credentlals of the :

< R \\ —_— 5 L 7 -~ 16 :1 . l ~, - )f,\ .
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»1low1ng mmsters. Ralph E. Clegg, Conrad Williford, Lonnie Graves, |
nnie Peeley Q. G. Worrell, Paul Iee, Charles Bryant, Ronald Creech, -
11y Morris, Bobby. Jackson,. Dan Merkh, G. C. Lee, Robert Edwards,
lam Scott, Nathan Eason, A. C. Morgan, Rashie Kennedy, LaRue Davis,
rroll Alexander, Guy Owens, Jack Paramore, Galan Dunbar, R. Bugene
ddell, Billy Walker, €. H. Coates, Frank Davenport, Herman L.
-gsey, Carey Watklns, Fred Hersey, Lonm.e Cayton & Wingate Hansley,

[EREAS we acknowledge the local church as the final authonty,
1erefore be it resolved = N L

AT we rat:.fy the credentlals of the ministers listed in the f:Lrst ‘
-eamble of this resolution and any other true Original Free Will . - -
ptist minister who adheres to the) do¢trines, practices and usages
’-the General Conference of Original Free Will Baptists of North
Lrollna, and who is in .good standing W:L'th hlS local church.

,1on ’che i‘ollow::.ng resolutlon Was unanlmous]y adopted.

SOLVED that member . churches of the General Conference oi‘ Or1gina1
ee Will Baptists of North Carolina may adopt in addition to An
ystract of the Former Articles of Faith Confessed bv the Orlglnal ,
pflsf Church, Holding The Doctrine ol General Provisioll, with a .
'oper Code of Discipline for the Future Govermment of the Church
iy other supplementary Discipline or Ireatise NoOv 1—bas1c con-
Ln.ct Wlth this Abstract of the Former Art:.cles.

;ion the follow:.ng resolutlon was unanlmously adopted. ‘

iEREAS the Natlonal Assoc:.atlon of Original Free Will Baptists,
wring its 1961 session at Norfolk,Virginia, asked the State Con—
ntion of Original Free Will Baptists of North Carolina “to re- .
diate any and all forms of connectional church govermment and
saffirm its position in our historic and establa.shed form of
>ngregat10na1 church government"' and : _

IE‘-REAS the North Carolina State Conven’o:l.on oi‘ Free VH1L Bapt:.sts, \
wing its 1961 session at Mt. Olive, N. C., refused to comply with
1e -above mentioned request of the Natlonal Assoc:.atlon, therefore
> it resolved ‘ : . L :

iAT wey the General Com‘.‘erence of Or:Lg:Lnal Free W:Lll Baptlsts of
orth Carolina, hereby comply with the request of "the Na.t:.onal

37



Assoc:.atlon and hereby repudlate ar;y- and all forms of conneetlon
- church_government- Wherever it may be found among Free Will Bapti

T ~and do hereby\reaff:.rm our bellef 1n congregatlonal churchigover

" a»‘ the Cape Fear Conference; 1899-.revision, which was. repudiated “by.
re—-orgamzed Cape. Fear Conference:of Original Free\Wlll Bapt...sts

vy

: On’ motlon the follow:.ng resolutlon Was unan:unously adopted

- _a~distinct and "independent orgam.zatlon with, . fzﬂ.'l. authorlty bo’ n

On mom.on therfollomng resolutlon was unammously adopted. f

oo MIEREAS ’ohe Statement of Fa:!.th and Dlsclpl:!.ne for- Or:.glnal Free

ment. ; /A' . ; P “ . 3 “"\J . —\_‘ -

s

" Baptists of North Cax ‘clina on page- b3y 19bH revision, contains -t

. Tollowing, "Tas .—mnda_q. Conference or Association’ ‘belng the- highe;

WHERoAS th:t.s st.atement m.'bh sllght var:.at:.on has ex:v.sted in the sl

;cnurcn“' and” el

L WHEREAS th:.s dlsc:l.pllne ‘on page 36, 1883 pr:.ntlng, contalns the

- tribunal, shall have :E':Lnal d:\.scn.pllnary authorlty over: the loca.l&

/, Pl e = N ) -
Ty et -

“Discipline of the North Carolina Staté Convention since 'its fir

"~ Diseipline in 1916 where it read,-"The Annual Conference-being’ t‘

- highest- tr:l.bunal shall have f:.nal aur:.stlotlon over- the localf
churches"' = - ! ) . o

WHEREAS ‘bhls statement care’ from a corrupted hollness ch.sc:.pl:.ne

January 12y 19] 25 therei‘ore be :Lt resolved ey

That we hereby repudlate the above quoted s’catement i‘ound on pag
‘53 of The Statement of Faith and D:.sc:n.pl:.ne i‘or Orlglnal Free Vil
Baptists of North Cai"_hna. S e ks

A - o~

"WHEREAS the Cape Fear. Coni‘erence was orgam.zed :Ln 1855 and opera
under a. d:n.sc:.bhne ‘entitled: The Freewill Baptist Faith to which:
Added "the Pract:.ce of the Caoe Fear Freew:t.ll Bapt" sﬁ Coﬁ’ference,

‘following under "Independence of Churches"i ®Each local church 3

“its own internal affairs, elect its officers, rece:Lve, d:LSmlsS,

: ’\dlSClpllne and exclude members. ‘But' this principle of the: mdep

ence of each church is nct held. as a lar of isolation;-on the cd
. Lrary, churches’ convenlently “situated sssociate and. co—opera’oe
. all things which. tend to advance’ the common cause, ~“Councils: av"
therefore, called in the rorgam.zatlon of a church, ord:.na’o:.on o




N T S _ \ o
inister, and. the settlement of serious difficulities.,  On the-same
rinciples, the churches meet by delegation in the -annual Conference, -

cte =~ But-to these Conferences are granted no judicial or appellate .
OWers coni‘llctlng with the 1ndependence of the local churches"' and

E‘IEREAS a revision of th:Ls dlscn.pllne of 1899, corrupted W:Lth holl—
ess doctrines, changed the last sentence to read: "The annual Con~
erence being the highest tribunal shall have final Jurlst::.ctn.on e
ver the local churches"; and , o = ; '
‘IEREAS the orlglnal Free Will Baptlsts of the Cape Fear Gonference

n -session on January 12, 1912, re-organlzed the Cape-Fear Confer-
nce and adopbed the d:.sc:a.pllne prn.or to the 1899 corrupted vers:L\c>n,~w |

nd B o : 3 2 =

IEREAS the Cape Fear Conference through 1ts history, e:ceﬁt i‘or the- -
bliness: dei‘lectlon, ‘has operated according to the princi ples con~
ined in the 1883 pr:Lnt:Lng regard:._ng ‘-Independence oi‘/Churches"'
d .

<

{EREAS th:u.s statement clearly states the pos:Lt:Lon of cong,reoat:,onal

wurch government relat:.ng to the relatlonshlp oi‘ a local church to
conference; and’ . .

{EREAS this statement is in hamony w1th An Abstract of the Former
ticles of 1812, therefore be it resolved -

1AT we adopt the paragraphs on "Independence of Ghurches" quoted
ove from the 1883 printing and pledge that this is our official .
>sition regard:n.ng the relationship of th:Ls General Conference to
ll ai‘flllated churchese”

)t:!.on the- i‘ollow:.ng resolutlon was unammously adopted., !

3SOLVED -that we, the General Conference of Original Free Will ,
iptists of North Carolina take whatever steps necessary to malntalna
1 affiliation with our denomlnatlon - the Natlonal Assoc1at10n of

ree Wil Baptlsts. - : v _ ’ :

Jtlon the follow:.ng resolut:l.on was unanlmously adopted. »
3SOLVED that a Secretary—'l‘reasurer be elected to act as Promotional
=cretary whose dutles 1t w:\.ll be- to act as our off:n.clal spokesman

) 19 “_

=



o and to dlstrlbute educat:n.onal and promotmonal mater:.al as f:mds ax
. avallable, be 1t further resolved , o

~ ]THAT we. elect a temporary Membershlp Commlttee cons:r.stlng of the
¥ Secretary-Treasurer and- four others to receive: mlnlsters and- churc
unders’oood that.this is the llmrb of th'elr authorlty, be ..t furthe

A resolved 'f.;' S r

S

THAT we meet for fellowshlp and necessary bus:Lness on Tuesday, Jar
- uary. 30, 1961, It is understood that, the Pastor of the host churc
. will arrange for the sermon and Will pres::.de unt11 a- moderator 3.s
elected. TR e R Rt
‘On motlon :Lt was voted that we meet vuth the Grace’ Church in. Greenv:Ll]
Rev. R. Bugene Waddell was elected Secretary~Treasurer. Rev, LaRue D
Rev.. Ronald Creech, Rev. Paul Lee and Mr. Fred Parker were elected to
’Work with' the Secretary—-Treasurer in the Membershlp Connn:x_ttee. :

P

On motlon we gaVe a ms:mg vote o:t‘ thanks to the.host church and to'
| thosa who' prepared the program and resolutlons. S D EIVAL I

An offer:l.ng in the: amount of ép 106 99 was rece:.ved

\

On motlon we adgourned.‘ Rev. Carey Watklns gave the benedlctlon.

Rashle Kennedy, Chalrman

B T R Herman Le Hersey, Secretary‘




