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CONSTITUTION 

of the 

Palmer Association of Free Will Baptists 

ARTICLE l. NAME AND PURPOSE. 
This organization shall be known as the ,Palmer Association 

of Free Will Baptists and by this name shall it be designated in 
all its work, government and fraternal relations. The general 
purpose of the Association shall be the exaltation of Christ, the 
great Head of the Church, the edification of its members 
through the effective teaching and mutual encouragement in 
the use of the manifold means of grace; the unification of the 
methods and programs of its affiliated churches and subor­
dinate organizations; and the coordination of persistent efforts 
in church extension, Christian education, benevolence and 
evangelism. 

ARTICLE 2. COMPOSITION. 
This association shall be composed of churches, ordained and 

licensed ministers who are members of churches that are 
associated with the association and recommended by the 
membership committee and accepted by the body in session 
and approved by the messengers from the churches. 

ARTICLE 3. REPRESENTATION. 
Voting privilege shall be accorded to all approved ordained 

ministers of the association who remain above reproach and 
five messengers from each church and one additional 
messenger for every 100 members or fraction thereof, properly 
seated. 

ARTICLE 4. GENERAL OFFICERS. 
The general officers of the association shall be a moderator, 

an assistant moderator, a secretary-treasurer, an assistant 
secretary-treasurer, each of whom shall be elected for a term of 
two years beginning at the close of the annual session at which 
they are elected. 
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ARTICLE 5. COMMITTEEES. 
Section 1. The Executive Committee shall consist of the 

general officers of the association together with two members 
elected from the churches at large for a term of two years. It is 
understood that this committee has no authority other than that 
which is expressly stated in this constitution and by-laws. 

Section 2. AMembership Committee of six members shall be 
elected for a term of 'three years, the tenure of two expiring 
each year. 

Section 3. A Quarterly Fellowship Program Committee 
consisting of three members shall be elected for a term of two 
years. 

Section 4. A Youth Committee consisting of three members 
shall be elected for a term of two years. 

Section 5. A Digest Committee consisting of three members 
shall be appointed by the moderator at each annual session to 
serve only during that session. 

Section 6. A Finance Committee consisting of three members 
shall be appointed by the moderator at each annual session to 
serve only during that session. 

Section 7. A Committee on Committees consisting of five 
members shall be elected at each annual session to serve only 
during that session. 

Section 8. Special committees may be elected or appointed at 
the option of the association. 

ARTICLE 6. ORDINATION. 
The Palmer Association recognizes that the authority to 

ordain ministers has its source in the local church. 

ARTICLE 7. MEETINGS. 
Section 1. The annual session of the association shall meet on 

the second Saturday in May at 9:30 a.m. 
Section 2. The Quarterly Fellowship meetings shall meet on 

the second Saturday in August, November and February at 
9:30 a.m. 

ARTICLE 8. 
The Reporting Year for Associational Churches shall be April 

1 through March 31. 

ARTICLE 9. AMENDMENT. 
This constitution may be amended at any regular session by a 

two-thirds majority vote of the messengers present. 
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BY-LAWS 

SECTION 1. OFFICERS. 

No ·person shall serve more than four ( 4) years successively 
in any one office or combination of offices. 

A. The moderator shall preside according to accepted 
parliamentary procedure over the sessions of the association. 

B. The duties of the assistant moderator shall be those of the 
moderator when the latter shall so direct or when he is absent. 

C. The secretary-treasurer shall record the proceedings of all 
sessions of the association and preserve an accurate record of 
said proceedings in a book provided for this purpose. He shall 
hold in trust all money that belongs to the association and pay 
out same by order of the association. He shall keep an accurate 
account of all funds received and paid out and make an annual 
report accordingly to the association. 

D. The duties of the assistant secretary-treasurer shall be 
those of the secretary-treasurer when the latter shall so direct 
or when he is absent. 

SECTION 2. COMMITTEES. 

A. The Executive Committee shallplan the program for the 
annual session in consultation with the host pastor. They shall 
perform any other duties as directed by the association in 
session. 

B. The Membership Committeeshall examine the credentials 
of ministers who apply for membership in the association and 
applications of churches that desire membership in the 
association and shall make recommendations according to 
their judgment. 

C. The Quarterly Fellowship Program Committee shall plan 
the program ·for· the Quarterly Fellowship meetings in con­
sultation with the host pastor. 

D. The Youth Committee shall plan, promote and direct youth 
ministries and activities within the association and shall 
present an annual report of activities and finances. 
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E. The Digest Committee shall receive the annual reports 
from the churches and compile a digest of information con­
tained therein and report the same. 

F. The Finance Committee shall compile a financial status of 
the association and make recommendations accordingly. 

G. The Committee on Committees shall make nominations 
for each standing office and committee member whose term 
expires or is left vacated and present the same. 

SECTION 3. MEETINGS. 

A. The Annual Meeting shall be for the purpose of fellowship, 
inspiration, and the transaction of business. 

B. The Quarterly Meetings shall be for the purpose of 
fellowship, inspiration, and instruction in the work of the Lord. 

SECTION 4. ORDINATION. 

The Palmer Association recognizes the authority of the local 
church to ordain men to the ministry of the gospel. It further 
recognizes the authority of the local church to ordain men to 
general Christian ministries. The following is suggested 
procedure in the ordination of a minister. 

A. The Candidate should be licensed for at least one year. 

B. The church should call together at least three ordained 
Free Will Baptist ministers to examine the candidate as to 
doctrine and general qualifications. The committee should 
make written recommendations to the church. 

C. The ordination service generally includes a sermon, 
presentation of the Bible, charge to the candidate, laying on of 
hands and pr-ay.er of dedication. 

SECTION 5. PROVISION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 

A. Churches. - Each church which is a member of the 
association is required. to represent by written report and 
messengers from the church at each meeting. In the event this 
cannot be done a letter must be sent to the association stating 
the circumstances. Regular attendance and communication 
must be maintained with the association to remain in good 
standing. 6 



B. Ministers. - Each ordained and licensed minister who is a 
member of the association is required to attend 75 percent of the 
regular meetings. In the event an absence becomes necessary a 
letter must be sent to the association stating the cir­
cumstances. When a licensed or ordained minister is attending 
an educational institution and is unable to attend, a letter must 
be sent to the association stating the same. Regular attendance 
and communication must be maintained with the association to 
remain in good standing. 

SECTION 6. AMENDMENT. 

These by-laws may be amended at any regular session by a 
two-thirds majority vote of the messengers present. 

ORDAINED MINISTERS 

Bobby Aycock 
Willie Edgar Bell 
Harley Bennett 
Fred Carra way 
Alfred Cates 
L. B. Coley 
Phillip Cooper 
Jack Cox 
Donald Craft 
Frank Davenport 
Al Davis 
La Rue Davis 
Harvey Dupree 
Robert J. Durham 
L. R. Ennis 

Gordon Hart 
Bob Hesselmyer 
W. Glenn Hill 
Bobby Jackson 
Phillip James 
Rashie Kennedy 
Richard Kennedy 
George C. Lee 
James L. Marcum 
John Moran 
Jim Mullen 
David Paramore 
Jack Paramore 
Chester Phillips 
Darrell Pickle 

Owen Ganey James Pittman 
Raymond Gaskin Douglas Randlet 
Tommy Godley Gordon R. Sebastian 
Eugene Hales Lorenza Stox 
Burt Hall Walter Summerlin 
Alvis Harris J. D. Vernelson 

LICENSED MINISTERS 

Dallas Carter 
Jimmy Cone 
Ray Connor 
Bill Howard 
Johnny Hudson 
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MINUTES 
of the 

Third Annual Session 
of the 

PALMER ASSOCIATION 
OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

Saturday, May 10, 1975 

Bethel Free Will Baptist Church 
Kinston, North Carolina 

The session was opened promptly at 9:30 a.m. with 
congregational singing led by Billy Oliver from the host church. 

David Paramore, the host pastor welcomed the session to 
Bethel Church. Devotions were presented by Jim Markum, 
pastor of Trinity Church in LaGrange. Scripture was read from 
Isaiah 1: 7 and I Timothy 4: 1 and he spoke on the subject of ''Our 
Country Is Desolate". 

The Moderator, Robert Durham, welcomed the Pastors, 
Messengers, and visitors to this session. 

Special music was presented by a young men's quartet from 
the host church. 

The following were appointed to the Digest Committee by the 
moderator: Philip Cooper, Gordon Hart and David Paramore. 

The following were appointed to the Finance Committee by 
the moderator: L. B. Coley, Harley Bennett , and Gordon 
Sebastian. 

The minutes of the Second Annual Session dated Saturday, 
May 18, 1974, convening at Gethsemane Church in Wilson were 
read and approved. 

A motion was made and passed that we adjourn to give the 
committees a chance to meet. 

The session reconvened by the call of the moderator. Tommy 
Godley gave a report of the new mission work at Farmville. 
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A letter from our State Evangelist, Ronald Creech, was read 
by the moderator. A motion was made and passed that the facts 
of this letter be included in the minutes. They are as follows: 

"I want to thank you for the support the Palmer Association 
churches have given to the work of the North Carolina 
Association of Free Will Baptists. On behalf of all of our 
departments, I send sincere thanks and appreciation. 

A check into the matter the other day revealed that North 
Carolina had given $267,407.35 to the causes of the National 
Association in 1974. That is fantastic! I do want to commend 
our churches. I do not want to take away from that one minute 
nor pour any cold water on our enthusiastic rejoicing over it. 
But I do want to point out that the combined budgets in North 
Carolina are about $55,000.00. Sometimes we have difficulty 
reaching our budgets. 

Brethren, this ought not to be! Let's not cease doing one thing 
we are doing for the National Association, but at the same time, 
let's take care of our North Carolina causes too. Please get 
the North Carolina work in the budget of your church. 

Thanks for all that you have done for the State Association in 
the past. Please increase your giving if you can." 

Finance Committee Report 

Financial Statement: 
Present Fund Balance ....................... $462.33 
Checks from churches ....................... $150.00 
Total Funds Available ....................... $612.33 

Recommendations: 
1. That the Youth Committee be given $100. 
2. That the Harley Bennette Missionary Account for 

Pocatella, Idaho be given a love offering of $100. 
3. That the Faith Free Will Baptist Mission of 

Washington, N. C., be given a love offering of $100. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
L. B. Coley 
Gordon Sebastian 
Harley Bennette 
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A motion was made and passed to receive the report and 
adopt the recommmendations. 

A list of the next meetings of this association were called for. 
They were listed as follows: 

August 9, 1975 ...................... Faith, Goldsboro 
November 8, 1975 ................. Fellowship, Micro 
February 14, 1976 ............... Gethsemane, Wilson 
May 8, 1976 ....................... Grace, Greenville 

A motion was made and passed that all regular planned 
meetings begin at 9:30 a.m. 

A motion was made and passed that reports from the chur­
ches to the association be uniform as to dates for which the 
report covers. The dates chosen were April 1- March 31. 

A motion was made and passed that we adjourn for the 
preaching service. 

The service was opened by congregational singing led by 
Billy Oliver. An offering in the amount of $12.90 was received. 
Special music was rendered by Phillip Cooper. It was a solo 
entitled, "I Know, I Know". The message was delivered by 
Charles Brown, pastor of Collingswood Free Will Baptist 
Church in Portsmouth, Virginia. His text was from Daniel 3 and 
the subject was "Christian Principle". 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn for lunch. 

Afternoon Session 

The Assistant Moderator, Harvey Dupree, called the session 
to order and led in prayer. Billy Oliver led the congregation in 
singing Devotions were given by Harley Bennette, missionary 
to Pocatello, Idaho on the subject of prayer. 

Membership Committee Report 

Recommendations: 
I. That Jim Markum, pastor of Trinity Church in 

LaGrange, be received as an ordained minister. 
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2. That Rashie Kennedy of the Faith Church in 
Goldsboro be received as an ordained minister. 

3. That Jack Cox, pastor of the Mount Calvary Church 
in Hookerton, be received as an ordained minister pending a 
letter of petition on his behalf by Mount Calvary Church. 

4. That Ray Connor of Hope Free Will Baptist Church, 
Scotland Neck be received as a licensed minister. 

5. That Roy Winstead of Grace Free Will Baptist 
Church, Rocky Mount be received as a licensed minister. 

6. That Temple Free Will Baptist Church of Green­
ville be received into full fellowship and encouraged to support 

the work of the association. 
7. That Richard Kennedy, pastor of Temple Free Will 

Baptist Church, be received as an ordained minister. 
8. That Douglas Randlet of Temple Free Will Baptist 

Church be received as an ordained minister. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Frank Davenport 
Alvis Harris 
L. R. Ennis 
Harvey Dupree 
John Reed 

A motion was made and passed that each one be received, 
their messengers be seated and the right hand of fellowship be 
extended. It was done. 
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Digest of Reports - May 10, 1975 
Reporting Period-April I, 1974-- March 31, 1975 

Church Name 

Antioch, Pikeville 
Ayden, Liberty 
Relvoir, Greenville 
Rethel1 Kinston 
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Report of Digest Committee 
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Antioch, Pikeville 10 $3,000 $428 $310 $3,738 $136 $100 
Beacon, Farmville 15 10 45 7,800 500 7,700 16,000 300 150 
Belvoir, Greenville 20 16 75 7,800 500 20,200 28,500 800 200 
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A motion was made and passed to receive this preliminary 
report of the Digest Committee. 

The following Quarterly Fellowship Meeting Program 
Committee was elected: 

Richard Kennedy, Chairman (1977) 
Frank Davenport (1977) 
Robert Durham (1977) 

Report of Youth Committee 

The Report of the Youth Committee was given by Gordon 
Hart. He also announced the Palmer Association Competitive 
Activities Run -Off for Saturday, May 17, 1975, at Faith Church 
in Goldsboro. 

Report of the Study Committee 
on 

Constitution and By-Laws 

The following recommended changes were proposed, con­
sidered and adopted: 

1. Under Article 2, Composition, insert the following words 
after the word association: "And recommended by the 
membership committee and accepted by the body in session." 

2. Under Article 3, Representation, insert the following words 
after the word accorded: "All approved ordained ministers of 
the association who remain above reproach"; strike out the 
words: "the pastor of each church in session"; add. the words 
"properly seated" after the word thereof. 

3. Under Article 7, Meetings, add Section 1 for Annual 
Meetings and add 9:30 a.m. as the time to meet. Add Section 2 
for Quarterly Fellowship Meetings which shall meet on the 
second Saturday in August, November and February at 9:30 
a.m. 

4. Add Article 8, Reporting Year for the associational 
churches shall be April 1 through March 31. 
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5. All officers and committees are to be properly inserted 
with information as to number of members, terms of office and 
method of selection. 

A motion was made and passed that the moderator appoint 
the messengers to the State Association just prior to the same. 

A motion was made and passed to send $50 to the State 
Association with our report. 

A motion was made and passed to give $25.00 as an 
honorarium to Charles Brown who was our speaker during the 
11:00 a.m. Preaching Service. 

A motion was made and passed to include a summary of the 
Quarterly Meetings in our minutes. 

Treasurer's Report 

The following Treasurer's Report was received: May 18, 1974 
- May 9, 1975 

5-18-7.4 Balance Brought Forward ...................... $496.65 

At Gethsemane Church, Wilson, N.C. 

RECEIPTS 
5-18-74 Checks from the churches ............. $180.00 
5-18-74 Offering received ....................... 61.85 
7-2-74 From late church report .................. 5.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS ........................ $246.85 ... $246.85 
TOTAL TO ACCOUNT FOR ............................ $743.50 

DISBURSEMENTS 
5-18-74 Dr. Robert Picirilli - Honorarium ...... $125.00 
5-18-74 N. C. State Mission Board -

James Stepps account. ......... 61.85 
5-28-74 Palmer Association Youth Committee .$125.00 
4-26-74 Randall Book Store - Report Forms ....... 3.86 
6-10-74 State Association Registration .......... 50.00 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ................ $365.71 ... $365.71 
8-9-7 4 Balance on Hand ................................ $377.79 
8-10-74 Balance Brought Forward ...................... $377.79 
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At Rocky Mount Church, Rocky Mount, N.C. 

RECEIPTS 
8-10-74 Checks from the Churches ............ $100.00 
8-10-74 Offering Received ...................... 29.84 
8-16-74 From Late Church Report .............. 10.00 
TOTAL RECEIPTS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $139.84 ... $139.84 
TOTAL TO ACCOUNT FOR ............................ $517.63 

DISBURSEMENTS 
8-10-74 Honorarium - Guy Owens .............. $25.00 
8-10-74 Travel Expense -Guy Owens ............ 22.50 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS .................. $47.50 .... $47.50 
11-8-74 Balance on Hand ............................... $470.13 
11-9-74 Balance Brought Forward ...................... $470.13 

Antioch Church, Pikeville, N.C. 

RECEIPTS 
11-9-74 Checks from the Churches 
11-9-74 Offering Received 
TOTAL RECEIPTS ........................ $130.00 ..... $130.00 
TOTAL TO ACCOUNT FOR ............................ $600.13 

DISBURSEMENTS 
None 
2-7-75 Balance on Hand ................................ $600.13 
2-8-75 Balance Brought Forward ....................... $600.13 

At Belvoir Church, Greenville, N.C. 

RECEIPTS 
2-8-75 Checks from the Churches 
2-8-75 Offering Received 
TOTAL RECEIPTS .......................... 140.00 ..... 140.00 
TOTAL TO ACCOUNT FOR ............................ $740.13 

DISBURSEMENTS 
4-14-75 Postage ............................... $10.00 
4-14-75 Printing of Minutes ................... $267.80 
TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS ................ $277.80 ... $277.80 
5-9-75 Balance on Hand ................................ $462.33 
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The following Youth Committee was elected: 
Jack Cox, Chairman (1977) 
Phillip Cooper (1977) 
Lorenza Stbx (1977) 

The following officers and committee members were elected 
Officers: 

Moderator - Robert Durham 
Assistant Moderator - Harvey Dupree 
Secretary-Treasurer - Eugene Hales 
Assistant Treasurer - John Reed 

Membership Committee: 
L. R. Ennis (1978) 
Rashie Kennedy (1978) 
Frank Davenport (1976) 
(filling unexpired term 
of .Conrad Williford) 

Executive Committee Members at Large: 
Harley Brown (1977) 
David Paramore (1977) 

A motion was made and passed that cards of Standing in the 
association be prepared annually and presented to each or­
dained minister who is a member in good standing. 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 

Respectfully submitted this 10th day of May in the year of our 
Lord 1975. 

Robert J. Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE 
FELLOWSHIP 

QUARTERLY MEETING 

Saturday 
August 10, 1974 

Rocky Mount Free Will Baptist Church 
Rocky Mount, N. C. 

The session was opened with a singspiration led by Harley Bennett. 
The moderator, Robert Durham, gave the moderator's remarks of welcome 

and challenge. Alvis Harris read Psalm 73 and offered prayer on behalf of the 
session. 

The moderator appointed Harvey Dupree and Harley Brown as proxies to the 
membership committee. 

A panel was presented on the topic of The Christian Day School. Those ser­
ving on the panel were Jim Nason, pastor of Trinity Church in LaGrange giving 
the aspect of the pastor, Lorenza Stox, Principal of Faith Christian Academy 
giving the aspect of High School and John Reed, Principal of West Duplin 
Christian Academy giving the aspect of the Elementary School. 

After congregational singing, Jack Cox solicited Christian testimonies from 
the congregation. Rashie Kennedy and Billy Keith were mentioned among the 
visitors. . 

Special singing was presented by Lorenza Stox and Harley Bennett. The song 
was entitled, "There Is a River". 

An offering in the amount of $29.84 was received. 
The morning message was preached by Guy Owens, pastor of Liberty Church 

in Durham, N. C. His text was I Timothy 3:1-7 and the subject was, "Ministerial 
Ethics". 

Jim Nason gave a report of our State Mission work. The Membership Com­
mittee suggested that Temple Free Will Baptist Church in Greenville be put 
under watchcare until our annual meeting, May 8, 1975. It was agreed upon. 

A suggestion was made that our speaker be given 15 cents per mile for travel 
and an honorarium of $25.00. It was agreed upon. 

The session was dismissed by prayer. 
Respectively submitted this 10th day of August in the year of our Lord 1974. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE 
QUARTERLY 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 

Saturday 
November 9, 1974 

Antioch Free Will Baptist Church 
Pikeville, North Carolina 

The meeting was opened with a singspiration led by Jim Nason. Scripture and 
prayer was presented by Jack Cox. 

A panel discussion on "The Minister and His Moral Standards" was con­
ducted. Those serving on the panel were Gordon Sebastian, Harley Brown and 
Rashie Kennedy. 

After a fifteen minute break a panel discussion on "The Minister and His 
Finances" was conducted. Those serving on the panel were Frank Davenport, 
Eugene Hales and Tom Lilly. 

The session was dismissed by prayer. 
Respectively submitted this 9th day of November in the year of our Lord 1974. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 

REPORT OF THE 
QUARTERLY 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
February 8, 1975 

Belvoir Free Will Baptist Church 
Greenville, North Carolina 

The session was opened with a singspiration led by Rodney Whaley who also 
rendered special music. Scripture and prayer was presented by Larry Coats. 
After the moderator's remarks, Mr. Spence of Spencewood Camp Grounds, 
presented the ministry of the camp. 

A panel discussion on "The Minister and His Ministry to His Own Church" 
was conducted by Frank Davenport. 

After a fifteen minute break, approiriate congregational singing and a report 
from the Washington, N. C. Mission ano~er panel discussion on "The Minister 
and His Ministry to Other Churches" was conducted by Jack Cox. 

The session was discussed by prayer. 
Respectively submitted this 8th day of February in the year of our Lord 1975. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 
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MINUTES 
ofthe 

Fourth Annual Session 
of the 

PALMER ASSOCIATION 
OF FREE WILL BAPTISTS 

Saturday, May 8, 1976 

Grace Free Will Baptist Church 
Greenville, North Carolina 

The session was opened promptly at 9:30 a.m. with 
congregational singing led by Billy Keith of Grace Church in 
Rocky Mount. 

A welcome to this session was extended by the interim pastor 
of the host church, Fred Carraway. 

A response to this welcome was given by the moderator, 
Robert Durham. 

Devotional thoughts were presented by George Lee from the 
Book of Luke on the subject of The Gospel Rooster. 

The Moderator shared timely remarks relative to ourpastors 
and churches. 

The roll call of the churches revealed 12 out of 25 representing 
by messengers. 

The roll call of ordained ministers revealed 18 out of 39 in 
attendance. 

The roll call of licensed ministers revealed 2 out of 11 in at­
tendance. 

The following Digest Committee was appointed: 
Owen Ganey, Chairman 
Cecil Waters 
L. B. Coley 



The following Finance Committee was appointed: 
Alfred Cates, Chairman 
Darrell Pickle 
Richard Kennedy 

The following Committee on Committees 
Lorenza Stox , Chairman 
Jack Cox 
Rodney Whaley 

was elected: 

John Moran 
Phil Cooper 

A motion was made and passed to adopt the following 
resolution pertaining to the minutes: 

Whereas, the minutes of the 1975 Annual Session called for 
special changes and additions to the constitution and by-laws of 
our association and, 

Whereas, it would be advisable for the association to ap­
prove the exact wording of the constitution and by-laws before 
printed copies are made for public distribution and, 

Whereas, the minutes of the Organizational, First Annual 
and Second Annual Sessions were printed in one book together 
with a total of only twenty (20) pages. 

Therefore, be it resolved: 
(1) That the Constitution be officially approved for printing 

as to the words used and intent of same, and 
(2) That the Minutes of the Third Annual Session and of this 

the Fourth Annual Session be printed together along with a 
brief summary of the Quarterly Fellowship Meetings. 

The minutes of the Third Annual Session of May 10, 1975, 
convenir.g with Bethel Church in Kinston were read and ap­
proved. 

A report of the State Work from our State Evangelist, Ronald 
Creech, was given by the moderator, Robert Durham. 
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Youth Committee Report 

The report of the Youth Committee was given by Lorenza 
Stox. The District Youth Competitive Activities will be 
Saturday, May 8, 1976, at Faith Church in Goldsboro at 7:30 
p.m. The State Youth Competitive Activities will be Saturday, 
May 15, 1976 at Liberty Church.in Durham. The National Youth 
Conference will be July 11-14, 1976 at Tulsa, Oklahoma. 

A motion was made and passed to break until the 11:00 a.m. 
Preaching Service. 

Morning Preaching Service 

The morning preaching service was opened by singing and prayer led by Billy 
Keith. An offering in the amount of$32.67 was received. 

Bobby Aycock, missionary to Brazil, South America, gave an up-to-date 
report on the work in Brazil which was very favorable. He then preached the 
message, "What Has Gone Wrong With The Harvest?" using the text Matthew 
9:35-38. 

Before the break for lunch, Frank Davenport gave a report from the Com­
mittee for Justice and Sandra Dupree. It was agreed to include the following 
letter from the Executive Committee of this group in these minutes. 

THE COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE AND 

SANDRA DUPREE 
Box 321 

Scotland Neck, N.C. 27874 

May 10, 1976 

Dear Brother Pastor: 
On March 11th, Sandra Dupree, wife of Harvey Dupree, pastor of Hope Free 

Will Baptist Church, Scotland Neck, North Carolina, shot a man who sub­
sequently died March 15th. 

The basic facts of the case are as follows: 
1. Sandra's son, Mark, had been assaulted previously by juveniles and a 24 

year old adult while on his paper route. · 

2. Sandra went out looking for Mark on March 11th and found him being 
assaulted by a 21 year old black man. She attempted to free Mark and the at­
tacker turned on her. 
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3. After being knocked to the ground 4 times, glasses broken, clothing torn 
and beaten, she was able to get a pistol from her purse, carried because of fear 
of assault, and shot the man. After his death Marcil 15th she was charged with 
first degree murder, denied bail and is now held in Halifax County Jail, Halifax, 
North Carolina. 

4. Racial tension in the area has complicated the case demanding that 
Sandra have the best legal defense possible. 

Defense for Sandra will cost in excess of. $20,000. She has no source except her 
own Christian friends throughout the Free Will Baptist Churches. We are 
therefore appealing to you, a North Carolina Free Will Baptist pastor, to urge 
your people to give to her legal defense fund: Your IMMEDIATE response is 
needed. The trial is now set for June 7th. We suggest that you either receive 
offerings or appoint a committee in your church to receive gifts for Sandra. 
Again, this is URGENT! Please do something now. 

In addition, we are urging all of our people to pray for Sandra, her husband 
Harvey and her 4 children. On May 15th we are suggesting a special day of 
prayer and fasting. During the week of her trial, June 7-13 we are asking all of 
our people to pray each morning at 7 o'clock. 

SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO: 

COMMITTEE FOR JUSTICE AND SANDRA DUPREE 
BOX321 

SCOTLAND NECK, NC 27874 

Executive Committee 
Committee For.Justice and Sandra Dupree: Rev. Frank Davenport, Chairman 
Rev. Jack Paramore, I Vice Chairman, Rev. Jack Cox, Chairman of Finance'; 
Rev. John Moran, Chairman of Prayer; Rev. George C. Lee, Information 
Chairman 

AFTERNOON SESSION 
Congregational singing was led by Billy Keith. Devotional thoughts were 

presented by Raymond Gaskins using the subject "Things That Take Our Eyes 
Off Jesus", with the scripture text Matthew 14:30. 

DIGEST COMMITTEE REPORT 
The preliminary report of the Digest Committee was presented by Owen 

Ganey. It was properly received. The following is the final report. 
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Antioch, Pikeville 10 3,400 4,232 7,632 140 450 350 1167 50,000 
Beacon, Farmville 20 3,000 6,000 9,000 
Belvoir, Greenville 75 8,200 20,300 28,500 650 250 300 300 1500 200,000 30,000 
Bethel, Kinston 450 5,000 160,000 165,000 5,200 1000 4,000 300 10,500 1,224,351 
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Fellowship, Micro 47 7,800 24,790 32,590 545 944 480 815 2784 100,000 35,000 
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Totals 2,724 194,426 91,632 1,224,197 1,549,493 41,117 15,616 20,606 13,762 99,101 6,923,351 370,000 



FINANCE COJ\1!\1ITTEE REPORT 
The following report and recommendations from the Finance Committee 

were presented by Alfred Cates. The report and the recommendations were 
adopted. 

The Finance Committee submits the following report and recommendations: 

Previous Balance . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................... $427 .81 
Checks Received From Churches .................................. 235.00 
Morning Offering..................... . ......................... 32.67 
Present Balance .................................................. $695.48 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
1. That we give $100.00 to the Youth Committee for their use to supply needs 

for State and National competition. 
2. That we give $100 to the Committee for Justice and Sandra Dupree for 

Defense Fund. 
3. That we give an honorarium of $25.00 to our speaker, Missionary Bobby 

Aycock. 
4. That a total of $100.00 be disbursed for any other need indicated by this 

body. 
5. That the remainder of $370.48 be retained by the Treasurer for 

publication of minutes and other associational expenses. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Alfred Cates 
Richard Kennedy 
Darrell Pickle 

YOUTH COMMITTEE REPORT 
The following Youth Committee Report was presented by Gordon Hart and 

adopted by the body. 

INCOME: 
From former Youth Board.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............... $22.00 
From Palmer Association . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... 109.00 
TOTAL . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .................... 131.00 

DISBUHSEMENTS 
Medals & Awards........... . .............................. 75.72 
TOTAL......................... . .......................... 55.28 

Rills Outstanding ........................................................ 23.28 
BALANCE ON HAND 5-8-76 ........................................... $32.00 



l\1El\1BEHSIIIP C0:\11\IITTEE HEPOHT 
The following Membership Committee Report was presented by Alvis Harris 

and adopted by the body. 

Membership Committee makes the following recommendations: 
1. That Fred Carraway be received into the Palmer Association as an or­

dained minister. 
2. That Jack Paramore be received into the Palmer Association as an or­

dained minister, pending a letter from Trinity Free Will Baptist Church in 
Greenville. The Clerk is to write for his letter from the Cumberland Association 
in Tennessee. 

3. That Burt Hall be received into the Palmer Association as an ordained 
minister, pending a letter from Parker's Chapel Church in Greenville. The 
Clerk is to write for his letter in the Kanawha Conference in West Virginia. 

4. That James Pittman be received into the Palmer Association as an or­
dained minister. 

5. That Bob Hesselmyer be received into the Palmer Association as an 
ordained minister, pending a letter from Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church 
at Micro. The Clerk is to write for his letter in the Greater Tulsa Association in 
Oklahoma. 

6. That Jim Mullen be received into the Palmer Association as an ordained 
minister, pending a letter from Faith Free Will Baptist Church in Goldsboro. 

7. That Tommy Godley be received into the Palmer Association as an or­
dained minister. P.O. 455, 108 W. Pine St. 

8. That Harold Moore be received into the Palmer Association as a licensed 
minister, pending a letter from Parker's Chapel Church. 

9. That the Beacon Free Will Baptist Church in Farmville, be received into 
the Palmer Association as a member. 

10. That these ministers be dropped from the roll of the Palmer 
Association: I. Bennie Turner, Joe Hailey, John Reed, and Harley Brown. 

11. That due to a merger with another church, the Gethsemane Free Will 
Baptist Church of Wilson, N. C., be dropped from our roll of churches. 

12. That these persons be dropped from the roll of Licensed Ministers: Bill 
Hartshorne, Larry Wells, Wayne Lee. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Frank Davenport 
L~ R. Ennis 
Rashie Kennedy 
Alvis Harris 



TREASURER'S HEPORT 
The following Treasurer's Report was presented by the treasurer, Eugene 

Hales, and adopted by the body. 

5-9-75 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
PALMER ASSOCIATION 
May 10, 1975 - May 7, 1976 

Balance Brought Forward 

RECEIPTS: 

5-10-75 At Bethel Church, Kinston, N. C. 
Offering $12.90 

Checks from Churches 235.00 

8-9-75 At Faith Church, Goldsboro, N. C. 
Offering $17.26 

Checks from Churches 125.00 

11-8-75 At Fellowship Church, Micro, N. C. 
Offering $25.00 

Checks from Churches 105.00 

$462.33 

$247.90 

142.26 

130.00 

2-7-76 At Gethsemane Church,Wilson, N. C. 125.55 
Offering $25.55 

Checks from Churches J00.00 

TOTAL RECEIPTS 
BALANCE TO ACCOUNT FOR 

DISBURSEMENTS: 

5-10-75 
5-12-75 
5-12-75 
5-29-75 
5-12-75 
5-30-75 
8-15-75 

11-15-75 
2-9-76 

Youth Committee 
Harley Bennett 
Washington Mission 
State Association 
Charles Brown 
Stamps, Minute Book 
Pastors and Workers Conference 
Bobby Robertson 
Frank Hammerick 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS 
BALANCE ON HAND May 7, 1976 

$645.7.1 f,45 71 

$100.00 
100.00 
100.00 
50.00 
25.00 
42.97 

132.26 
100.00 
30.00 

$1,108.04 

$680.23 680.23 
$427.81 

The final draft of the Constitution and By-Laws was presented and adopted. 
The same is printed in the front of this minute book. 



The following officers were elected: 

GENERAL OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
Moderator ................................................. George Lee (1978) 
A~sistant Moderator ................................. Gordon Sebastian 0978) 
Secretary-Treasurer ...................................... Alfred Cates (1978 l 
Assistant Sec. -Treas. . ..................................... Al vis Harris -0978 l 
Members at Large ....................................... Darrell Pickle (1978) 
...................................................... Douglas Randlett ( 1978 l 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
Frank Davenport 0979) .................................. Eugene Hales (1979) 

YOUTH COMMITTEE 
To replace the unexpired term of Jack Cox .............. Rodney Whaley (1977) 

A motion was made and passed that the moderator be authorized to appoint 
messengers to the State Association meeting in Stanley, N. C., during this year. 

A motion was made and passed that a rising vote of appreciation be taken on 
behalf of the outgoing officers and committee members. It was done. 

A motion was made and passed to adjourn. 
Respectively submitted this 8th day of May in the year of our Lord 1976. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 

REPORT OF THE 
QUARTERLY 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
Saturday 

August 9, 19759:30A.M. 
Faith Free Will Baptist Church 

Goldsboro, North Carolina 

The moderator, Robert Durham called the session to order and extended a 
welcome. Gene Waters led in a singspiration. Special music was rendered by 
the Youth Trio from Faith Church. Their songs were, "The Dawning of That 
Day" and "I'll See You in the Rapture". 

Scripture was read by Robert Durham from James 1:1-6 and prayer was 
offered by the same. Gene Waters led in the singing of "Since Jesus Came into 
My Heart." 

Ronald Creech, the State Evangelist gave a report of the State Work. Jack 
Paramore announced the Pastor's School to be held at the Bible College in 
Nashville, Tennessee during the month of November. A panel discussion on the 
subject of Christian Stewardship was conducted. Those on the panel were 
Frank Davenport, Richard Kennedy and Robert Durham. 

An offering in the amount of $17.26 was received. The fellowship meeting was 
concluded by the showing of the film, "The Burning Hell". 

Respectfully submitted this 9th day of August 1975. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 
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REPORT OF THE 
QUARTERLY 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
Saturday 

November 8, 1975 
Fellowship Free Will Baptist Church 

Micro, North Carolina 

The session opened with singing led by Rodney Whaley. Scripture and prayer 
were offered by Joe Hailey. 

The message was brought by Bobby Robertson, pastor of Gospel Light 
Baptist Church, Walkertown, North Carolina, on the subject of, "The Bus 
Ministry". 

After a brief intermission, Eugene Walters, assistant to the pastor at Faith 
Church in Goldsboro, N .C., presented the ministry of puppets and the Junior 
Church. 

The session was dismissed by prayer. 
Respectively submitted this 8th day of November in the year of our Lord 1975. 

Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 

REPORT OF THE 
QUARTERLY 

FELLOWSHIP MEETING 
Saturday 

February 7, 1976 
Gethsemane Free Will Baptist Church 

Wilson, North Carolina 

The moderator, Robert Durham, called the meeting to order. Rodney Whaley 
led the congregation in two songs, "He Keeps Me Singing," and "Blessed 
Assurance". Prayer was offered by Jim Mullins. 

Gordon Sebastian extended the welcome on behalf of the host church. 
Scripture and prayer were given by Robert Hesselmeyer. 

A suggestion was made that the Executive Committee draw up special 
requirements for membership. Ronald Creech, the State Evangelist, gave his 
report and announced the following meetings: March 14-18, Annual Bible 
Conference, Nashville, Tennessee; May 4, State Woman's Auxiliary Con­
vention, Grifton, N. C.; May 15, State Youth Rally, Liberty Church Durham, N. 
C.; June 14, 15, State Association, Stanly, N. C.; July 11-15, National 
Association, Tulsa, Okla. 

The program was presented by Frank Hammerick, President of Positive 
Action For Christ out of Rocky Mount, North Carolina. The presentation con­
sisted of the complete "Pro-Teen" program for youth. 

After singing a song, "O How I Love Jesus" and offering in the amount of 
$25.55 was received. A panel followed on the subject of "The Teen Ministry." 
Those serving on the panel were Doug Randlett, Fred Carroway and Rodney 
Whaley. Cecil Winstead closed the session by prayer. 

Respectfully submitted this 7th day of February 1976. 
Robert Durham, Moderator 
Eugene Hales, Secretary 30 



CHURCH NAME 

PALMER ASSOCIATION 

PASTOR 

ANTIOCH-PIKEVILLE (1880) 
Rt. 1 

L. R. Ennis 
P. 0. Box 391 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-735-3747 

Pikeville, N.C. 27863 

BEACON 
P. 0. Box 455 
108 W. Pine St. 
Farmville, N.C. 27828 

BELVOIR 
Route 4 Box 62A 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Tel. 919-752-6711 

BETHEL (1940) 
Route 8, Highway 258 
Kinston, N.C. 28501 
Tel. 919-523-1184 

FAITH {10-20-61) 
P. 0. Box 1159 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-734-8700 

FELLOWSHIP 
P. 0. Box 13 
Micro, N.C. 27567 
Tel. 919-284-2886 

GRACE (8-1-1953) 
Box 1845 
Greenville, N.C. 

GRACE (9-27-1960) 
509 Kingston Ave. 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801 
Tel. 919-524-5465 

GRIFTON (5-22-1952) 
Box 537 
Grifton, N.C. 28530 
Tel. 919-524-5465 

HOPE 

Tommy Godley 
P. 0. Box 455 
108 W. Pine St. 
Farmville, N.C. 27828 

Rev. John Moran 
Route 4, Box 62A 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Tel. 919-752-6711 

David Paramore 
201 Branchwood Dr. 
Kinston, N.C. 28501 

Frank Davenport 
P. 0. Box 1159 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-734-3644 

Rev. Robert Hessel meyer 
P. 0. Box 13 
Micro, N.C. 27555 
Tel. 919-284-2886 

Rev. Fred Carraway 
2215 E. 4th St. 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Robert J. Durham 
329 Kingston Ave. 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801 
Tel. 919-446-8593 

Rev. James Pittman 
408 E. Charles St. 
Grifton, N.C. 28530 
Tel. 919-524-5465 

Harvey Dupree 

CLERK 

Mrs. Barney Kirby, Jr. 
Route 2, Box 137 
Pikeville, N.C. 27863 

R. Eugene Winham 
Rt. 4, Box 50A 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Mrs. Peggy Wade 
P. 0. Box 1159 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 

Mrs. Mary Ellen Pittman 
Route 2, Box 32 
Selma, N.C. 

Mrs. Fran Stoddard 
Box 1845 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Mrs. Patricia Evans 
1228 York St. 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801 

Mrs. Edna Avery 
Route 2, Box 379 N. 
Grifton, N.C. 28530 

Patsy Lucas 
Downing Drive 706 Chestnut St. 

Scotland Neck, N.C. 
Tel. 919-826-3876 

27874 
704 Chestnut St. 
Scotland Neck, N.C. 
Tel. 919-826-3876 

27874 Scotland Neck, N. C. 27874 

IMMANUEL (2-21-1962) 
P. 0. Box 415 
Winterville, N.C. 28590 

LIBERTY 
Ayden, N.C. 28513 

Alfred Cates 
P. o. Box 906 
Winterville, N.C. 28590 
Tel. 919-756-4083 

Raymond Gaskin 
706 W. 2nd 
Ayden, N.C. 28513 
Tel. 919-758-0272 
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Mrs. Betty Lou Brock 
Rt. 1, Box 569 
Winterville, N.C. 28590 



LIVING WATERS 
P. 0. Box 860 
Bethel, N.C. 27812 

MARANATHA (2-1956) 
1407 E. 14th St. 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Tel. 919-758-0615 

MT. CALVARY (9-14-1958) 
P. 0. Box 157 
Hookerton, N.C. 28538 
Tel. 919-752-4179 

Rev. OWen Ganey 
P. 0. Box 860 
Bethel, N.C. 27812 

Alvis Harris 
301 Nichols Dr. 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Tel. 919-758-0272 

Jack Cox 
P. 0. Box 157 
Hookerton, N.C. 28538 
Tel. 919-747-3186 

PARKERS CHAPEL 
Route 5 Box 113 
Greenville, N.C. 

(1855) Burt Hall 

Tel. 919-243-5734 

PEACE (6-9-72) 
Rt. 4, Box 586B 
Wilson, N.C. 27893 
Tel. 919-446-5732 

ROCKY MOUNT (3-1969) 
Highway 70 West 
P. 0. Box 2354 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801 
Tel. 919-446-5732 

ST. JOHN {10-7-1900) 
Route 3 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 

TEMPLE (7-1974) 
11th & Forbes St. 
P. 0. Box 7106 

Greenville, N.C. 
Tel. 919-758-3223 

TRINITY (6-28-1964) 
264 By-Pass at 
Golden Road 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 
Tel. 919-758-4915 

TRINITY (1965) 
P. 0. Box 216 
LaGrange, N.C. 28551 
Tel. 919-566-4818 

VICTORY (7-20-1966) 
1806 Wayne Memorial Dr. 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-735-9485 

WEST DUPLIN (9-24-71) 
Route 2, Box 136 A-1 
Warsaw, N.C. 28398 
Tel. 919-293-7519 

Box 113 
Greenville, N.C. 
Tel. 919-752-4179 

27834 

Gordon R. Sebastian 
509 Harrison Dr. 
Wilson, N.C. 27893 
Tel. 919-237-1421 

Rev. W. Glenn Hill 
P. 0. Box 2354 
Rocky Mount, N.C. 27801 

L. R. Ennis 
117 s. Berkeley Blvd. 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-735-37 47 

Richard Kennedy 
103 Greenway St. 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Rev. Jack Paramore 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

James L. Marcum 
P. 0. Box 267 
LaGrange, N.C. 28551 
Tel. 919-566-4938 

George C. Lee 
1403 Ninth St. 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 
Tel. 919-734-7670 

Eugene Hales 
Route .2 Box 136 A-1 
Warsaw, N.C. 28398 
Tel. 919-293-4545 

WHITE OAK HILL (9-10-1887) Darrell Pickle 
Route 2 Route 2 
Bailey, N.C. 27807 Bailey, N.C. 27807 
Tel. 919-235-3868 Tel. 235-3193 

:l2 

Mrs. Wainwright 
P. 0. Box 860 
Bethel, N.C. 27812 

Connie Garris 
Route 9, Box 493 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Bobby M. Jones 
P. 0. Box 157 
Hookerton, N.C. 28538 

Bobby Summerlin Ill 
106 E. Redman Ave 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Audrey Ward 
907 Hood St. 
Wilson, N.C. 27893 

Mrs. Leonard Rouse, Sr. 
Route 3, Box 394 
Goldsboro, N.C. 27530 

Mrs. Glenda Hinnant 
403 Abel Street, 
Greenville, N.C. 27834 

Mrs. Reese Killette 
204 S. Charles St. 
LaGrange, N.C. 28551 

Mrs. Linda Holland 
1711 Salem Church Rd. 
Goldsboro, N. C. 27530 

Mrs. Pauline Postlewaite 
Route 2 Box 136 A-1 
Warsaw, N.C. 28398 

Barbara Rhodes 
Route 2 
Bailey, N.C. 27807 




