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MINUTES OF THE
PILGRIM ASSOCIATION
OF THE
ORIGINAL FREE WILL
BAPTIST CHURCHES

SECOND ANNUAL SESSION
WAS HELD AT THE OAK
GROVE FREE WILL BAPTIST
CHURCH,CHINA GROVE,N.C.

SEPTEMBER 25~26,1964

THE THIRD ANNUAL SESSION

WILL BE HELD ON THE LAST

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY IN

SEPTEMBER,1965, AT THE

OAK GROVE FREE WILL

BAPTIST CHURCH ,CHINA
OVE’NQCO

"
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MINCTES OF DHE MINLSTERS MEETING
SONGz I8 MOVITGE ACROSS THE RIVER SOME DAY
PRAYER BY REV. POOPEA.

DUSINESS OELNlNG BY REV.HOOPER.

HEVLGRAYBEAL READ THE COVENANT., IN
THE COVENANL IT SAYS,#GOD MAY COME",
BUT- THE BISLE SAYS, "GOD WILL COME",
VOTED 10 CHANGE TC W¢LL COME .

MOVED TO SEND EACH MINISTER IN
OUR ASSOCIATION A FLOWER WHEN HIS
‘COMPANION DIES. o

VOTED TO GET ALL THE MINISTERS‘A
MINISTERS CARD. :

VOTED AND APPROVED TO IET REV.EGGERS
GO TO FACH CHURCH AS A EVANGELIST AND
PREACH OR TO ESTABLISH A CHURCH.

MESSAGE:
DISMISSED IN PRAYER ¢




ASSOCI..TIONAL OFFICERS

(Addressés will be found in the
associational membership roll)

MOGETatoroesesess s REVeS.A.Graybeal

Vice Moderator.s.s.Rev.E.G.Lawing
Clerko abo cescooste .BQVoMillard Hardman

TLCATUT, vsesesss Roveliillard Herdman

co e .

Clerk and Treasury address is:
Rt.4,Box 688, Kannapolis,N.C.

MINISTER4S CONFERENCE OFFICERS

Moderator. soeces oReVoLoMQHOOPGI‘

Vice Moderator...ReveMack Overcash
CleYKeeeoaaseneoseReVeMillard Hardmen
. . T, . . . A

€ LIRS B RR B L

TRUSTEES

Rev.L:M.Hooper: ReveS.A.Graybeal:
Reva.d eWeKeiziahe
ORDAINING COUNCIL

ChairmeNeeseeesss s ReVeWoE.Eggers
Rev.L.B.Cochran Rev.L.M.Hooper
ReviE.G.Lawing Rev¢lMack Overcash

DRAFT CONSTITUTITN

Rev,L:M.Hocper:s ReveS.A.Graybeal
Rev, L.l ,Picrecee



LADIES AUXILUARY REPORT FROM OAK GROVE
JFREE WILL BAPTIST CHURCH

FE sEPTBMBER 7,1963

| THE LADIES OF THE’ CHURGH MET AND THE OFFERING
" WAS $2,00, TOTAL IN TREASUEKE IS $91.2o.
Db@MBER “

. 9EEY SENE' GO BASKETS TN DECEMBER 70 -
- SHOT. 18D, ATO. GAVE REV.S.A,GRAYEFAT $15.oo
.10 PAY FOR RUG: . -

‘PHE LADIES GAVE. DOROTHY ROSEMON A POUI\IDING o
BOUT" $25 00, #ALSO BOWLINS $10.00; POUNDING-. A

val¥

APRIL 25,1964

;fimrm TADIES PAID/FOR' THE RUNNER: FOR THE CHURGH
WAS $96,00, ALSO JUNE.PAYMENT ON PIANO WAS™ -
16_ 25, IN«TREASURQ WAS:$64.15. .

JUNE 28,.964

HERE WAS $3 .00: FOF - BIBLE SCHOOL. DONATED"
/AS’ COOKTES “AND DRINKS. ‘WE MADE 3 PAYMENTS ON’
: HEJPIAI\E WAS $48. 7547 ‘

e 'UGUST 9,1964

‘TTHE LADIES op ’.I.‘I{E ‘CHURCH MET AND IN TREASURE LT
-WAS $72,9L. WE. SENT SEPTENMBER PAYMENT ON THE . =~
‘PIANO WHICH -WAS:$16,25, IN TREASURE WAS $564 66.,
“THERE. WAS~$3.50¢ TURNED IN FROM THﬁ LAZDIES e
;';‘SURDAY SCHOOL CLASS. - . ‘

WEGAVE Y. &+ CRAYBEAL A POUIDLNG. WAS
'ABOUT $20.00, “WHEN HIS WIFE WAS SICK. -

WE GAVE REV.- AND: ‘MRS. COBBS A SHOWER AFTER
THE REVIVAL -ABOUT . $5.

THERE ARE- ABOU@,J.:L MEMEERS AND ABOUT 203 3~«
;»VISITORS EVERY_MEETING. i




CHURCH. COVENANT

Having given curselves to God, by faith
in Christ,and adopted the Word of God
as our rule and practice,we now give:
ourselves to one another by the Wlll
of God in this solemn covenant,

We promise by His grace to love and
obey Him in-.all things,to avold all
appearance. of evil,to abstein from
all sinful amusements and unholy ,
conformity to the worid,from sanction
to the usz and sale of intoxicating
bcvevamcasand toVprovide things honest
Jin the sight of all men,"

We agres falthquﬁy to discharge our
obligs ations in reference to the study
of bhe Seripturesysecret prayer,family
devctiors ard.soc1al>woruh1p and by
self-Genial faith and gouod works endeawvor
tetgrow in grace and the knowledge of
our Loxd ard Savior Jesus Christ."’

Vie Will.not forsake the assembling of .
onrse a together for church conferences:
paale vozbhlp,aﬂd the observance of the
~ordimnances 'of the Gospel.,nor fail o N
pay according to our ability for the 5
support of the churchyof its poor,and
all its benevolent work,

We agree to accept Christian admonition
and reproof with meexnmess,and to watch
over one another in love,endeavoring to
"kesp the unity of the Spirit" in the
bonds of peace to be careful to one
anothert!s happiness and reputation,and
seek to strengithen the weak.encourage
the afflicted, admoalsh the errlng ahd

ag far as we are able promote the success
of the uhurﬁh add of the gospel.

W@ w;llfcveryWﬁerP,hold Christian
- cooptinued on pagely)
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MINISTERS COIFERENCE

REV,EGGERS MOVED TO GO INTO CONFERENGE..
SECOND BY REV.RCSS.

REV,EGGERS MCVIEL TO GET REV.HCOPER

AS GUR PIHGRIM MINTSTERS CONFERENCE

MODERATOR, SECQND BY ROSS., 100%
REV.TEASTNATR MOVED TO GET REV,MACK

OVERCASH AS ASSISTANWT NMODFRATOR. SECOND

BY REV,GRAYBEAL, CARRIED 1C0% e

RE/.OVERCASH MOVED TO GET REV.HARDMAN
.S CLERK AND TREASURY. SECOND BY REV..
EGGERS, CARRIED 100%.

FEZV.ROSS MOVED TO GET REV.MLLLER AS
ASBISTANT CLERK AND TREASURY. SECOND

BY REV,EGGERS. CARRIED L00%,
ORDAINING COUNCIL

REV.GRAYBEAL MOVED THAT THE EXECUTIVE
ROARD TO BE THE ORDAINING COUNCIL.
SBCOND BY REV,OVERCASH. CARRIED 100%.

V.ﬁARu RUFF WENT BEFORE THE ORDAINING
COUNCIL AND WAS ORDAINED.

ORDATINING COUNCIL WILL BE THESE:
REV,EGGERS , CHATRMAN. |
REV.HOOPER, REV.GRAYBEAL, REV. COCHRAN,
AND REV,OVERCASH.



ANNUAL MINISTER'S REPORT

| | P |
E.Ge.lawing 112 Mo_o 7> {5150la
Tarl RUiL . 01Q 0 1010 #1016 10
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Nack Overcash 3201 Q17 9.l 16020
IToyd Cochran 147 013Q%3/9} 0] 2
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RULES GOVERNINZ ORDINATION COUNCIL
(comtinged from page/4)

association if.and when,he Jjoins
another association or when he is
adjudged by ministers conference to be-
disqualified to preach the gospel in
‘compliance to our faith.

4+Council shall or ordain any person.
qualifing by rules of THE PILGRIM
ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST,

5.Counc®) shall not issue credentials
%0 brothern who have two living .
.companigmas with out a Bible rights.

©+This councilk must not use partlality
.in the issuvance of credentials,

TeThese rules mist be read to each
minister asking for entrance into
this agsociation.

8eThe ordination council shall have -
misisters conference suthority in
the finterim,.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

IamﬂE BIBLE, The Scriptures of the 01ld.
and New Testaments were given by :
.infallible rule of faith ang prﬂctlce.

2.GOD; There is one living and true :
Godgrevealed in nature as the Creater,
Preserver,and Rightéous Goternor of
the universejand in the Scriptures as
Father Son,and Holy Ghost,yet as ome
God 1nf1nltcly wise and gooa;whom
@1 imtelligent creatures are .

. supremely to love,adore,and obeye
‘B«CHRIST,.Christ is God manlfept in the:
fleshjin His Divine nature truly God,
in His human nature truly maxn. The
mediator between God and max, once
crucified, He is now risen and glorified

and is our ever present Saviour.and Lord,
continued Oﬂ.pdgb[j)
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ASSOCEATIONAL MEMBERSHIP ROLL
m ORDAINED MINISTERS
REV,.L.B.COCHRAN, RT.2, BOX 303
FANHAPOLIS yNoCa
REV oWoC .EGGERS ; GASTONIA,N.C.

REV,GEORGE GOODMAN, RT,2, BOX 167
CHINA GROVE,N.Ce ULT=~7509

REVS,A.GRLYBEAL, 709 DEATON STREET
KANNAPOLIS ¢ NeCs WE3-1561

REV s L M.HOOPER, RT.4, BOX 236
ROCICWELIJ NoCl UL'Y""?'—{ O .

REV,ITLARD SARDUAN, RT.4, box 688
KATFAPOLIS,N.C.  WE3-3066 i
G 5l Lonlleos

REV A4 L LEATHERMAN, 627 CIYDE STREET
GASTONIA,N,C.

REV. DAVID MILLER, 104 ORCHARD AVE,
KANFAPOLIS.NeCo  WE3-L1317

KWV MACK OVERCASH, BOX 692
.lJ A.‘V‘_L.DSON N C ™ 8 92 -4-201

REV.EARL RUFF, RT.4, BOX 688¢C
KANNAPOLIS,N, C. WE3-3066

REV,CLIFFORD ROSS, ,RT.2, BOX 167
CHINA GROVE,Nl.Ce UL7~7509

REV.W.E,TESENIAR, 515 PHLNIK STREET

KINGS MOUNTAIN,N.C,

REV.JAY LEE BARBEE, RT.4,BOX 675
KANNAPOLIS¢NaCo w33—947
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CHURCHES

OHURCH PASTOR .~ CLERK
OAK GROVE REV,.S.A,GR:YBEAL  MRS,ODELEA VANN
GEN.DEL. KANNAPOLIS,N.C,

CEDAR GROVE  REV.L.B.COCHRAN JANE - COCHRAN
: : , , RT.2, BOX 304
KANNAPOLIS NoCa

' CLERMONT AVE, REV,MILLARD HARDMAN MRS .MARGARET HARDMAN
| RT.4, BOX 668

P %} KANNAPOLIS,NeCo

QUIDING LIGHT RBV.E4tatnwt

VANDA TEAL
CALVARY : REV.MACK OVERCASH  BRENARD HARTZAG
BOX 33,

TROUTMAN NoCe
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4.

ARTICLES OF FAITH
THE HOLY SPIRIT., The Scriptures assign
to the Holy Spirit all the attributes

.of God.

5

THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD.God exercises a
wise and benevolent providence over

all beings and all things by maintaining
the constitution and laws of naturee.

He also perforns special acbs,non
otherwise provided foryas the hlvheSt

.welfare of men requires.

THE SINFULNESS OF MAN.Man was created
innocent,but by disobedience fell into
a state of sin and condemnation., His
posterity therefore,inherit a fallen
nature of such tendencies that all who
come to years of accountabiliiy,sin

.and becomes guilty before Gode
7+THE WORK OF CHRIST. The Son of God by’

His incarnationylifeysufferings,death,

and resurrection effected for all a
redemption from sin that is full and
freeyand is the gropnnd of salvation
by falth.

8e

9.

THE TERMS OF SALVATION, The comditions
of salvation are:l.Repentance or
sincere sorrow for gin and hearty
renunciation of it., 2.Faith or the
unreserved committal of onets gelf to
Christ asg Saviour and Lord with.
purpose to love and obey Him in all
things. In the exercise of saving
faithythe soul is renewed by the Holy-
Spirit,freed from the dominion of sin,
and becomes a child of God. 3.Contunuance
in faith and obedience untili death,
ELECTION, God determined from the
beginning to sawve all who would
comply with the conditions of salvation,
Hence by faith in Christ men become

His elect.
(contimued on page/s)
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'CHURCH. COVENT
(contimied from page &)

principle sacred and Christian obllgatlons
and enterprises sSUPreme,

Counting it our chief business in life
to extend the influence of Christ in
society,constantly »praying and toiling
that the Kingdom cf God will come, and
His will be done on earth as it 1s in -
Heaven., -

To this end we agree to0 labor for the
promoulnn.of educational and denominations
enterprises,the suppert of missions,the
success of Sunday Schools,and the
evangelistic effort for the salvation
of the world. ~

And may God of peace sanctify us wh&Zly,
- and preserve us blameless unto the coming
of cur Lord Jesus Christ, :

: RULES AND REGULATIONS

1.The ministers conference shali dlect
“ordairing council

2,.0rdainicg counc11 shall have conference
“euthority in the interime

3 Ministers failing to send a report to

the annmual association shall subject

name be put on nominal roll of ministerse

} RULES GOVERNING ORDINATION COUNCIL

L.No minister may be granted license or
certificate of ordination unless he
-presents a letter of recommendation
from the church of which he is a member,

2.,No licensed minister may be ordained.
under hree(3) monthes from date of
‘license. .

30413 wministers being aduwitted to this
association must promise to give up
the ‘ergdentials they hold from this

(pomtioved on pase 7))
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ARTICLES OF FAITH
(continued from page )3)

10,FREEDOM OF THE WILL. The human will
ig free and self-controlled ;having
power to yield to the influence of the
truth and the Spirityor to resist them

.and perish. _
11,SALVATION FREE. God desires the
salvatiom of all,the Gospel invites -
all,the Holy Spirit strives with all,
and whosoever will may come. and take
~of the water of life freely.

12 ,PERSEVERANCE. All believers in Chris t,
who through grace perserve in holiness
to the end of life,have promise of -
.eternal salvation. :

13.GOSPEL ORDINANCES. Baptlsm,or the
immersionm of believers in water,and
the Lord's Supper are ordindnces to
be perpetuated under the Gospel. Feet
Washing,an ordinance teaching humllity
of universal obligation,and to be
‘ministered to all true believers,

14,TITHING, God commended tithes and .
offerings in the 014 Testament: Jesus
Chrisht endorses it in the Gospel
(Matt.23:23) ,and the apostle Paul,
said,"Upon ﬁhe first day of the week
et every one of you lay by him in
store,as God hath prospered him,"

(1 Cor.l6:2)

15.THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH, The divine
law requires that one day in seven
be set apart from secular employments
and amusements,for rest,worship,holy
works,and activities,and for personal
commmnion with Gode

16. RESURHECTION, Judgment and Final
Retrivution. The Scriptures teach
the resuriect¢on of all men at the
last day, Titdy that have done good

(continued on paxo/7
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TREASURY REPORT

REV.JAMES C.ROSS £2,00
RIV,¥.6,BEGERS 2,00
ROV .G HARDIAN 2,00
REV.S.he GRAYBEAT 2,00
REV.EARL RUFF

REV . Lol HOCPE 2,00
REV.W.E. TEASNAIR 2,00
REV.MACX OVERCASH 2,00
REV.IZCYD GOCHRAN 4,00
REV.DAVID MILIER

REVSE: G+ TAWING

REV.ADA TAWING

CLERMONT AVE. 8.00
CEDAR, GROVE 5,00
GUIDING LIGHT

OAX GROVE

OAK GROVE

LADIES AUX., OF OAK GROVE ___ 3.00
TOOK IN 7.19
TOOK IN IN ALL 41,19
PAID OUT 32,72

NEW CHURCHES
CROSS OF CALVARY
CATVARY

HOME COMMUNITY

l6-



Al LCLES OF FaIlll
(contimed from pape/5)

will come forth to the resurrection of
o 1ife and they that have done evil unto
- the resurrection of damnation,then the
- wicked will "go away into eternal punishments
trbut the rlghceous into eternal’ llfe."

PILGRIM ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL
BAPTIST CONSTITUTION:

1.Thls association shall be- composed of
~delegates elected by churches of this
body to represent the churches’anrmally.

2.The association when assembled,shall firat
elect a moderator and clerk, -

3 Rules of the decorum mist be read
1mmed1ately after ‘the, a33001at10n is
““assembleds’

4.The assoclatlon.w1ll encourage a’. sound

_.mlnlstry,such ‘as- présents: Christ all

;Ejsuffi01cnt ‘Saviour,thet the plan ofv:

- sglvation.: presenied vy Chrlst,ls

. Strictly and definitely-graceyand as

1,,presented by the gospel,will: save all
 humah beings:who accept ite :

,5 Any mlnlster,ln good “standing w1th
their. church or associatlon.may be
invited to & seat in-our coun01l,taka
part in our dellberationg ‘and stheir *
_name be enrolled in-our mlnuies.,

6 It is the duty of the association to.
appoint or elect,committees to take
cdre of special business,each committee
report mst be in ertlng and turned in

the clerk for reudlnb before the
‘%ssembly. -

ToAllL questions presented: to the

' ¢88001qmlon.by any church wishing to

unite with this association may-do- so

by - ¢etuer pfegea bed by ‘delegates of
| conm1n¢ad on: page/7 o

Yy



MINUTES OF THE MINISTERS MEETING
* SONGa ANYWHERS IS HOWE,
PRAYER BY REV,MACK (OVERCASH. -

. BUSINESS OPENLNG -BY-REV.GRAYBEAL WHICH
 WAS WOMINATED AND SECOND AND PASSED AS

.. PEMPERARY MODERATOR. 01 MINISTERS
. ‘CONFERENCE.

"~ IETTER OF BUSINFSS WAS READ BY REV,ROSS -
‘ﬁCONCERNING THE ORDAINING COUNCIL AND

“*-p0 ACCEPT- NEW- MEMEERS -INTO ASSOCIATION.

" REV.GRAYBEAL WAS TOMINATED AND PASSED
+ ‘Mo ASSIST IN THE EXAMINATION WITH THE
 ORDAINING COUNCIL. -

© REV.. OVERCASH AND: CHURCH WAS VOTED
- AND PASSEDTO-ACCEPT HIS. CREDENTIALS

“AND CHURCH:INIO THE PILGRIM ASSOCIATION.

REV.MTLIER WAS ACCEPTED.TNIO ORDINATION
- BY COUNCIL AND UINDER THE WATCH CARE.OF
REV.HARDMAN AND CHURCH.

© TAND SHAKING AND SONG.BY ALL FOR THE .. .
 RECEIVING IN ORDIANATION OF REV.MILIER.

' REV. BOATWRIGHT MOVED TO GO OUT OF
;NJCONFLRENGE.;SECOND BY REV.ROSS.\{




PILGRIM ASSOCIATION ORF FREE WILL
BAPTIST CONSTITUTION
(contirmmed from page]7)

7 said church,the church must accept our.
" articles of fal'th and clhurch covenant.
Cibiny church wishing to-unite with this
! association may do so,;by letter :
] presented by delegates of said church,
~»‘ the church mist accept our articles '

- of faith and church covenant, '
o 9The agsociation may withdraw from
| any church who walks disorderly

or violates any rule made and passed

‘o by this bodye
.O.It is to be understood that this body

i assumes no higher authority than an

. advisory council,

1.y minister found casting his

.| influence against any church or in

} any way marring the character unjustly

! of another minister or working to

+ secure the church of another nimdster
will be 'dead% with by tha mlmsners :

‘_,f conferencos
! TITHING
! Both the 01d and New Scriptures teach
} Tithing as Godts financial plan Ffor
the support of-His work,
} ORDINANCES OF THE GOSPEL
1. Christian Baptism
2, The Lordts Supper
3 Washing the Saintt!'s Feet.
THE RESURRECTION
The Scriptures teach the-resurrection
~of the bodies of all men,each in its

own order. ECCL.12:7.

-1 7-



WILL YCTU TORGLI?

I FORGOT MY LORD IN THE SUMMER TINE,
JUST THE TIMAE I WAS NEEDEDL MOST,
T WAS NOT AWAY FUT ON EACH LORDYS DAY,
I JUST FAILFD TO BE AT MY FOST. -

I FORGOT MY CHURCH IN THE SUMMER TIME,
AS I LAZILY LAY IN BED,

WHILE THE FPAITHFUL FEW HA.'D MY WORK TO DO,
I WAS SPIRITUALLY DZAD.

I FORGOT MY TITHE IN, THE SUMMER TIME,

WHEN HE NEEDED IT MOST OF ALL,

WHILE MY CASH WAS SPENT, I WAS PLEASURE BENT,
JUST OFF MY DUTY FOR GOD TILL FATLL.,

I FORGOT MY CLASS IN THE SUMMER TIME ,
BUT THE DEVIL DID NOT FORGET, -

WORKING DAY AND NIGHT, HE KEPT UP THE FIGHT,
HE'S A GO-GETTER YOU CAN BET, .

I FORGOT MY SOUL IN THE SUMMER TIME,
GOT ATLONG WITHOUT SPIRITUAL FOOD,

WHILE MY LORD ON HIGH SENT. ME BLESSINGS,
I SHOWED HIM NAUGHT BUT INGRATITUDE.

IF MY LORD SHOULD COME IN THE SUMMER TIME,
WHEN, FROM DUTY TO GOD I'*M FREE,

WO“JDJ&R WHAT I'LL DO, WHEN MY LIFE IS THROUGH,
I BY CHANCE,-HE SHOULD FORGET ME?

JUST A FEW WORDS FROM THE CLERK,
REV.MILLARD HARDMAN

20 -
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