\!

\

290

\

MINUTES OF

!

SRSRSRRRRS

v

{

@The Pilgrim Association

OF THE

A

DEI6969656565656565656
2SOSOSOY

faql
U
G

e

e

63656560656 I6:

\/
i

[

Original Hree Wil

$

¢ X
2998

\

% &
g ot - o
i Baptist Churches &
ko o
% JON-2
73 FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION §’
79 o
_?8 Was Held at The %{{
» o
7 Qak Grove Free Will Baptist Church &
BA) o
6 China Grove, North Carolina o
w6 JONCR
7 o
LIS PP RGP (24P 4I9IgagIgI0I e IRoRoRORoRER Y



0 s ’ '

.

S
> @@

= MINUTES OF =
22 o
2 -
6] ~ * ~ > 4§ ,:‘a‘;,,
- @he Pilgrim Association
‘«?:\' @%;:
:% OF THE 3
‘ Original Free Uil .
Eo o
73 ~ & ’%.
2 Waptist Churches &
% O
5 FIFTH ANNUAL SESSION &
e =
_'@i) Was Held at The é%::
% Odak Grove Free Will Baptist Church §
ol o
£9 China Grove, North Carolina F
2 -
@ -e

(4



ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Mgaeraton Rev. S. A. Graybeal
Wice Moderator —————— Rev. Colon Hudson
Clerk - o SR SRS S Rev. James Ross
PPeasUrer — o Rev. Jay Lee Barbee

Minister’s Conference Officers

i ederator e e Rev. J. C. Ross
Vice Moderator - Rev. Wildon Key
et s e e —— Rev. J. C. Ross
Treasurey Rev. Jay Lee Barbee

Ordaining Council

Rev. James Ross Rev. L. B. Cochran
Rev. Henry Sides Rev. S. A. Graybeal
Rev. W. W. Wright
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MINISTER’S NAMES

Rev. S. A. Graybeal —_____ -

933-1561

709 Deaton St., Kannapolis, N. C.

Rev. Millard Hardman
Route 1, Mooresville, N. C.

Rev. James C. Ross - oo ___

Route 2, Box 167, China Grove, N. C.

Rev. WeldonKey .. _____________ S TU

Route 4, Box 412, Kannapolis, N. C.

Rew. L. B, CoehTany e e

Route 2, Box 304, Kannapolis, N. C.

Rev. W. W. Wright
5916 Monroe Road, Matthews, N. C.

Rev. Colon J. Hudson - _____

Route 1, New London, N. C.

Rev. Henry Sides . ________ S

61 Roberta Rcad, Concord, N. C.

Rev. Jay Lee Barbee . .

Route 4, Box 675, Kannapolis, N. C.

Rev. L. M. Hooper
Route 2, Box 136A, Huntersville, N. C.

Rew; L. C, Boatwright — ... . .

P.O. Box 332, Mt. Pleasant, N. C.

Rev. Johnny Sprinkle
Rockwell. N. C.

o

- 857-9632

________ 938-2269

_______ 933-3213

HD 3-1915

_______ 782-4571

________ 933-9476

________ 436-6738



MINISTERS PAYING DUES

Rev. Jay Lee Barbee $3.00
Rev. L. C. Boatwright 3.00
Rev. L. B. Cochran 3.00
Rev. S. A, Graybeal 3.00
Rev. Wildon Key - 3.00
Rev. Millard Hardman _____ 2.00
Rev. L. M. Hooper 4.00
Rev. J. C. Ross 3.00
Rev. W. W. Wright 3.00
Rev. Colon Hudson 3.00
Rev. Earl Ruff 3.00
Rev. Henry Sides - - 3.00
CHURCHES PAYING

Cedar Grove $13.20
QOak Grove 20.00
Immanuel _______ 20.00
Faith 6.00
Oak Grove __. 3.00

Ladies’ Auxiliary Officers
President Mrs .Steely
Vice President Mrs. Morton

Secretary

Mrs. Robinson



ASSOCIATION REPORT

The Pilgrim Free Will Raptist Association met at Oak Grove,
Free Will Baptist Church in China Grove, at 11 a.m. on Sepiembear 30,
1987. The Associaiton elected new officers for the coming year. They
are as follows: Moderator, Rev. S. A. Graybeal; Vice-Moderator, Rev,
Colon Hudson; Clerk, Rev. James Ross; Treasurer, Rev. Jay Lee Bar-
bee. After the electicn it was then that the Association was open for
business at which time Rev. Wildon Key imade a mdcliion that the Asso-
ciation go {0 each church for its annual conference. Motion carried
and the first one will be held at Immanuel Free Will Baptist Church
in China Grove in September of 1928. Rev. Key also made a motion
that the Association petition to join the State Asscciation. Moved and
carried. The committee at this t‘me read each of their reports and
each one was mioved 2nd carried 100%. The Association was then dis-
missed in prayer by Rev. Colen Hudson. Faith Freewill Baptist Church
was brought into the Asscclation the 30.h day of April, 1987, and New
Eope was brought in the 29th day of Octcober, 1967.

Minutes of the Minister’s Cenference

January 1, 1967

The Minister’s Confercnce met at Oak Grove Free Will Baptist
Church with Rev. 8. A. Graybeal. The conference cpened with Rewv.
Hooper leading the song “How Beautiful Heaven Must Be.” Rev. S. A,
Graybeal welcomed the ministers and each one to come to the altar for
rrayer. Rev. Graybeal then turned the meeting over to the Moderator,
Rev. Ross, at this time Rev. Ross read the Fourth chapter of Luke and
the fourteenth verse, and spoke on it. The minutes of the last meeting
was read, and arproved. The Ascciation then was explained to the new
ministers, afterwards the moderator tcck up encugh money ‘to pay
for our Assocciation’s book. Those ministers present were Rev. S. A.
Graylzeal, Rev. Ross, Rev. Wilden Key, Rev. L. M. Hocper, Rev. Earl
Ruff, Rev. S. D. Efird, Rev. L. B. Cochran, Rev. L. C. Boatwright,
Rey. W. W. Wright, Move to dismiss by Rev. Graybeal, seccnded by
Rev. S. D. Efird.

Mareh 26, 1967

The Minister’s Conference at Cedar Grove Free Will Baptist
Church with Rev. Henryv Sides. The song was “There’s Power in the
Blood,” led by Leon Mecrton after which time it was turned over to
the pastor, Rev. L. B. Cochran who led in prayer. Rev. Sides then
turned the conference over to the moderator, Rev. Ross. He read the
15 chapter, I Corinthians, beginning at the first verse. He spoke of the
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resurrection of Jesus Christ. Rev. Ros declared the house into confer-
ence. Rev. S. A. Graybeal asked that the ordain council meet to take
in Rev. Sides. Rev. Ross asked Rev. Hooper to take over while the
ordaining council met. Rev. Hooper turned the conference back to
the moderator. Rev. S. A. Graybeal read the Rule of the Ordaining
Council. Rev. L. B. Cochran stated that Rev. Long and Rev. Teasion
belong to Cedar Grove and that Rev. Sides would see those ministers
and report to the next Ministers Conferenc.

The ministers going to see them are Rev. Ross, Rev. Graybeal,
Rev. Wright, Rev. Cochran at one o’clock. Rev. Graybeal stated he
would see Rev. Lovingood. Next Minister’'s Conference at Immanuel
Free Will Baptist Church.

June 25, 1967

The Minister’s Conference met at Immanuel Free Will Bapiist
Zhurch with Rev. Wildon Key. The song was “His Way with Thee”
led by Desses Hunsucker. Rev. Key read from the Book of James, 5th
chapter and the 16th verse. He gave a real good talk, after which he
asked Rev, Colon Hudson to lead in prayer. Rev. Key turned the
Conference over to Rev. Ross. He asked for business and the Rev.
Cochran stated that Rev, Teasner was still a member of Cedar Grove.
Rev. Cochran made a motion to withdraw fellowship from Rev. Long,
Rev. Leatherman, and Rev. Lovingocd. Second by Rev. Teasner. Rev.
Graybeal discussed about having a flower fund for the Minister’s
Conference to go just to the Minister’s family. Seconded by Rev. Hud-
son. Rev. Graybeal discussed to help Rev. Ross with bag he had bought
for the Association to carry the paper. Rev. Ross discussed to change
the Assccaition to the Saturday the mill was off, moved and seconded.
Closed in prayer.

September 30, 1967

The Minister’'s Confeernce met at Oak Grove Free Will Baptist
Church with Rev. S. A. Graybeal. The song was “When the Saints
Go Marching In.” Rev. Graykteal welcomed the ministers then turned
the Conference over toc.the moderator, Rev. Ross. Rev. Ross agked
Rev. Wright to lead in prayer, after which he declared the house in
conference. Rev. Graybeal made a motion for Rev. Ross for moderator
and Rev. Key vice-moderator. Rev. Ross and his wife, Shirley as
Clerks, and Rev. Jay Lee Barbee as treasurer. Rev. Barbee read the
minisiers report and treasurers report. Closed with prayer.
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COMMITTEE REPORTS

We of the Singing Committee do relcommwend that each Lady of the
Chirch fix a dinner.and that the other Churches do the same and come
to the Singing Convention and that dinner be served at 1:00 o'clock.
Rev Ross was elected President and his wife, Shirley, to be secrtary..

¢ ’I‘ony McCam Mrs Ammlond

> 'We the Evangelism Committee do recommend that the Associa-
tion take a target area in our section and put a man in this section to
help organize a Free Will Baptist Church.

Rev. Wildon Key, Rev. W. W. Wright, Rev. Henry Sdies

We the Finance Ccmmittee do hereby recommend that each
Church and send one peréént’ (1%) of their yearly offering w1th thelr
report.

Rev. Earl Ruff, Rev. L. B. Cochran, R.‘ev. L C. Bpatwright

We the Minister’s Committee, do hereby recommend that each
minister send (4) four dollars with their report to the Ascciation.
Rev. L. B. Cochran, Rev. L. C. Boatwright, Rev. Earl Ruff

There were two singing conventions this year. They were at Cal-
vary Free Will Bapt.ist Church and at Cedar Grove Free Will Baptist.
The singers at the first convention were, Faithful Echoe’s of Albemar-
le, James H. Cashion of Salisbury, Cdlvary Trio of Salisbury, Millie
Barringer of Concord, Amazing Grace Singers of Concord, Mr. and
Mrs. Ed Hunsucker of Kannapolis, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Aldridge of Kan-
napol.s, Leon Morton of Kannapolis.

The s’ngers at the second convention were -Mr. and Mrs. Joe
Marge of Waxhaw, N. C., Faithful Echeoe’s of Albemarle," Mrs. Louise
Garmon of New London, Amazing Grace-Trio of Kannapolis, Rev. and
Mrs. Mack Owvercash of Mooresville, Millie Barringer of Concord,
Frances and Kay Cochran of Kannapolis, N. C. Both singing were en-
joyed by all. The first singing this year will be the First Sunday in
four at Oak Grove, and the:second one will be at Cedar Grove. Rev.
James Ross was elected president and his wife, Shirley, secretary.



TREASURER’S REPORT -

In treaurer at beginning of Association ... _______________ $ 3.00

Took:in. during Singing Convention _______ _...729.22
Paid: out ——— 8.13
Clerk TFee S 10.00
Minister’s dues - 3.00
Church:. Dues - i _- 56.20
Oak Grove Ladies ‘Auxiliary .__ 3.00

Total in treasury il $100.20

OAK GROVE FREE WILL BAPTIST
' LADIES AUXILIARY

President—Mrs. Odelea Vann
Secretary and treasurer—Mrs. Daisy Morton
Paid out:
- 245.00 on church furnace
16.50 on church carpet
. 30.90 on flowers
"3.00 to the Association
30.00 in pcunds the Ladies Auxiliary and church gave together.
295.40 paid out ,
348.24 took in
52.84 in treasurer
9 members on roll

IMMANUEL FREE WILL BAPTIST
LADIES AUXILIARY

China Grove, NC

President=—Mrs. W. M. Steedly

Secretary and Treasurer—Mrs Bennie Rcbinson

Mem‘bers—lB L

Otfering ‘taken for year—$77.80

Tréasury at beginning of year—$24.25

Balance in chécking account to date—$15.25

Study” coursés for year—7

$55.00 given to building fund of our church,

$10.00 love offering to Avis Watson at the Bible College in the event of
ithe death of her brother, to help finance her trip home for the funeral
to Canada.

Canned goods taken up and given to needy—$25.00

7 gifts taken to the hospital—$21.00
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10.

ARTICLES OF FAITH-

The Bible. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments were
given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible rule of falth and
practice. i

'iGod. There is oné living and true God, revealed in nature as the
Creator, Preserver, and Righteous Governor of the univers; and

in the Scriptures as Father, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God.
infinitely wise and good, whom all intelligent creatures are su-
premely to love, adore, and cbey.

Christ. Christ is God manifest in the flest; in His Divine nature
truly God, in His human nature truly mian. The mediator between
God and man, once crucified. He is now risen and glorified, and is
our everpresent Saviour and Lord.

The Holy Spirit. The Scrl‘ptures assign to the Holy Spinit all the
attributes of God.

The Government of God. God exercises a wise and benevolent pro-
vidence over all beings and all things by maintaining the constitu-
tion and laws of nature. He also performs special ¢ts not other-
wise provided for, as the highest welfare of men requires.

The Sinfulness of Man. Man was created innocent, but by dis
obdience fell into a state of sin and condemnation. His posterity
therefore, inherit a fallen nature of such tendencies that all
who come to years of accountability, sin and becomes guilty before
God.

The Work <of Christ. The Son of 'God by His incarnation, life, suf-
fering, death. and resurrection effected for all a redemption from
sin that is full and free, and is the ground of salvation by faith.

'The terms of Salvation. The conditions of salvation are: 1. Re-
pentance or sincere sorrow for sin and hearty renunciation of it.
2. Faith or the unreserved committal of one’s life to Christ as
Savicur and Lord with purpcse to love and obey Him in all things.
In the exercise of saving faith, the soul is renewed by the Holy
Spirit, freed frcm the dominion of sin, and becomes a child of
God. 3. Continuance in faith and cbedience until death. ~

Election God determined from the beginning to save all who.
would comply with the conditions of salvation. Hence by faith in
Christ men become His elect.

Freedom of the Will. The human will is free and self-:con‘t‘r‘ollea,
having power to yield to the influence of the truth and the Spirit,
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11.

or to resist them and perish.

Salvation is Free. God desires the salvation of all, the Gospel in-

. ... vites all, the Holy Spirit.strives with all, and whosoever will may

12

‘come and take of the water of life freely.

Perserverance All behewvers in Christ who through grace pérser-

.; vere mmhaol‘l\nes's‘j’to,th\e ver‘xd of 1}fe ‘_haye.pr,om‘lse of eternal salva-

.. t1on

Go=>p91 Ordmances Baptlsm or the'immersion’ of believers in
water; -and- the:Lord’s' Supper, are cordinances to' be *perpetuated

under the Gospel. Feet Washing, ‘an ordinance-téaching humility

.ot umversal obli gatlon and to be ministered to all true believers.

14.-

“Pithing. God: vcorr‘lmanded tithes and offerings ‘in ‘the Old Testa-

» . ment; Jesus’ Christ endorsed it in the Gospel (Matt. 23:23), and

1‘5

wwr

16,

vk

the apostle Paul said, “Upon the first day of the week let every
one of you lay by h*m in store, as God, hath prospered him.”
" (1 Cor. "26:23). )

The Cht‘lstlan wSa)buoath The divine law requxres ‘that ope day in

for rest rworshlp, holy works, and actwltles, and for \personal
ccm’mumon wﬁh God

Resurrectlon Jucgmen't ‘and Fmal Retrlbumon The Scripiures
Hdﬁé good will come forth to the resurrectmn of 11fe and thy that
have ‘done’ evil unto the resurre@tlon of damnation; then the
vmcked Will “go away into ‘eternal punishment, but the righteous
into eternal life.”

" PILGRIM ASSOCIATION OF

" FREE ’WILL BAPTIST CONSTITUTION

(1) ThlS Assoc1at10n shall be co‘mposed of delegates electefd by

churches of this body to represent the churches annually

(Q)”"P"le Association when assem?oled shall Lflrst élect a modera“tor

and clerk:

‘(8) TRules “of decorum must ‘be 'read 1m1med1ate1y after the Asso-

“‘ciation” is- assembled:

(4) The Association will encourage a sound ministry such as pre-

sents CHRIST all sufficient SAVIOR that the plan of alvation
presented by CHRIST, is strictly and definitely grace and as

— 10—



presented by the Gospel, will save all human beings who accept
it.
(5) Any minister in good standing with their Church or Association
may be invited to a seat in our Council, take part in our delibera-
tions and their name be enrolled in our minutes.

(6) It is the duty of the Association to appoint or elect, Committees
to take care of special business. Each Committee report must
be in writing and turned in to the clerk for reading before the
Assembly.

(7) All questicns presented to the Association by any Church or
Minister shall be attended to.

(8) Any Church wishing to unite with this Asscciation may do so,
by letter presented by delega‘es of said Church. The Church
must accept cur articles of faith and Church covenant.

(9) The Asscciation may withdraw frem any Church who walks
disorderly or viclates any rule made and passed on by this body.

(10) It is ito be understood that this body assumes no higher author-
ity "han an advisory council.

(11) Any Minister found cagting his influence against any Church
or in any way marring the character unjustly of another Min-
ister will be dealt with by {he Ministers conference. ’

CHURCH COVENANT

Having given ourselves to God, by faith in Christ, and adopted the
Word of God as our rule of faith and practice, we now give curselves
to one another by the will of God in this solemn covenant.

We promise by His grace to love and obey Him in all things, to
avoid all appearance of evil. to abstain from all sinful amusements
and unholv conformitv to the world. from all sanction to the use and
sale cf intcx’cating beverages, and to “provide things honest in the
sight of all men.” :

Wea sgree fai'hfully to discharge cur obligations in reference to
the s*udy of the Scrivtures. secret prayer, family devotions and social
worshiv: and btw self-denal. faith and good works endeavor to “grow
in gracz and the knowledge of cur Lord and Savivor Jesus Christ.””

We will not fcrsake the assembling of curselves together for
church cconferences: rublic worship. and the chservance of the ordin-
ances of 'the Gospel, nor fail to pay according to our ability for the
support of the church, of its poor, and all its benevolent work.
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We agree to accept Christian admonition and reproof with meek-
ness, and to watch over one another in love, endeavoring to ‘keep
the unity of the Spirit” in the bonds of peace to be careful to one
another’s happiness and reputation, and to seek to strengthen the weak,
encourage the afflicted, admonish the erring, and as far as we are
able promote the success of the church and of the gospel.

We'wi‘H, everywhere, hold Christian principle sacred and Christian
obligations and enterprises supreme; counting it cur chief business in
life to extend the influence of Christ in society, constantly praying
and toiling that the Kingdem: of God may come, and His will be done
on earth-as it is in heaven,

To this end we agree to labor for the promeotion of educational and
denominaticnal enterprises, the support of missions, the success of
Sunday school, and the evangelistic effort for the salvation of the
world.

RULES OF DECORUM
(1) The Association shall be opened and closed with prayer.

@

There shall be no conversation by memtbers one with another
so as to interrupt business while in session.

(3) Ewery member wishing to speak shall first rise and address the
Moderator.

(4). No member shall interrupt a member while speaking.

(5) We shall admit no other title while in session but that of Brother
- .and Sister. :

(6). Every memfber speaking shall a‘ttend to the subject under con-
sideration.

(7)Y N member shall smeak more ‘than {wice on any one subject.

(8) Ewvery mcticn made and seiconded shall be at‘ended to unless
withdrawn by the person who made it.

(9) No member shall absent himself from the body without leave
of the Moderator.

(10) On 21l motions made where the vcte of the body is taken, a
majority shall prevail.

(11) The Moderator shall have the same privilege to speak as any
cther member provided the chair is filled.

(12) Any member transgressing the above rules shall be admonished
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by the Moderator.

(13) Not less than 2/3 majority shall constitute a quorum.

RULES AND REGULATIONS

(1) The Ordination Council shall have Ministers’ Conference auther-
ity in the interim.

(2) 'The Ministers’ Conference shall have authority to elect the
Ordination Council. '

(3) All Ministers, licensed and ordained, shall have a seat, voice and
vcte to all Ministers’ Conferences, and, along with all delegates,
at Asscciational Conferences.

(4) Any Minister failing to send a report to the Association in two
(2) Annually Association shall be dropped.

(5) The Executive Board shall have Associational authority in the
interim.

RULES GOVERNING ORDINATION COUNCIL

(1) No minister may be granted license or certificate of ordination
unless he presents a letter of recommendation from the church
of which he is a member.

(2) No licensed minister may be ordained under ocne year from date
of license unless he is called to be a full time pastor.

(3) All ministers being admitted to this association must promise
to give un the credentials they hold frem this association if and
when he is adiudged by ministers conference to be disqualified
to preach the gospel in compliance to our faith.

(4) Council shall or ordain any person aualifving bv rules of THE
PILGRIM ASSOCIATION OF FREE WILL BAPTIST.

(5) Council shall not issue credentials to brothern whe have two
living companions without a Bible right.

(6) Th's ccuncil must not use partiality in the issuance of creden-
tials.

(7) These rules must be read to each minister asking for entrance
into this association.

(8) This ordination council shall have ministers conference authority
in the interim.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORTS

Church—Oak -Grove-

Superintendent—Tony MicCain
Secretary—Donna Bowlin

Number on Roll—30

Average attendance—65

Money in treasury at beginning of year—$55.00
Received during year—$1916.10
Totals—$1971.10

Paid out during year $1540.77

Balance—$430.33

Name of Church—Cedar Grove
Superintendent—Leroy Thomas
Secretary—Rita Crisco '

Number on roll-—46

Average attendance—4b

Money in treasury at beginning of year—8$51.00
Received during year—$1266.22

Total—$1317.22

Paid out during year—$642.71

Balance-—$674.51

Name of Church—Immanuel
Superintendent—Warren Key
Secretary—Wilma Key
Number of roll—77

Average attendance—48
Received during year $1,510.00

CHURCH REPORTS

CEDAR GROVE
Received by letter—4
Received by baptism—0
Received by statement—1
Total received—5
Dismissed by letter—1
Dismissed by erasure—71
Dismissed by death—2
Total dismissed—43
Present membership—28
Paid pastor—$164.70
Other salaries—none
Paid for evangelistic—$100.00
—14—



Charitable purposes (including flowers)—$55.00
Sent Association (Gen. fund)$—13.20

Building and repair expenses—$225.00
Indebtedness—None

Miscellaneous purpose—$15.00

Value of .Church property—=$4,000.00

IMMANUEL

Received by baptism—10

Received by statement—38

Total received—I18

Total dismissed—loss—none

Total gained-——18

Present membership—45

Paid pastor—$725.00

Paid for evangelistic—$300.00

Paid for mission—161.85

Charitable purposes (including flowers)-—$99.00
Sent Association (Gen. Fund)—$20.00

- Building and repair expenses—$4,092.19

Miscellaneous purpose $5,636.96

Value of church property—$10,000

OAK GROVE

Received by 'b\a:ltism—~3

Received by statement—2

Total received—5

Dismissed by death—1, total less—1
Total gained—5

Present memMershin—133

Pa‘d vastor—$700.00

Paid for mission—$40.00

Charitable purposes—$200.00

Sent Asscciation (Gen. fund)—$20.00
Building and rerair expenses-—$1,400.00
Value of church preperty—$10,000



MINISTER’S REPORTS
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