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ARTICLES OF FAITH 

1. Tlhe Bible. The Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments weTe 
given by inspiration of God, and are our infallible rule of faith and 
practice. 

2. God. There is ,oine living and true God, ,revealed in naitur•e as the 
Cr,eartor, Preserver, and Right·eous Governor of the univ,erse; and 
1n the Script.ures as Fa,ther, Son, and Holy Ghost; yet as one God. 
]nf.inirtely wis,e and good, w1hrnm all i1nt•elligent cr,ea1tures .a.re su
premely to love, ado.re, and ,obey. 

3. Ohrist. Christ is God rna,nifes'. in the flesh; in His Di•vtne na1ture 
t1r1Uly God, .in His human na:tur•e ·t•ruly man. The mediator between 
G:id and man, once ernciEed, He is now risen and glorified, and is 
,our eve,ripresent Sa,viour and Lord. 

4. The Holy Spirit. The S.c,rip,tur,es assign to the Holy Spir.i.t .all the 
attributes ,of God. 

5. The Gov,ernment of God. God exe•rcises a wise and benevolent pr,o
v'denc•e over a,l,l be:ings and all th:ng, by mainta:ni-ng the cons1liitu
Hon a,nd laws of nature. He aha perfor.ms s,pedal aets o,t other
wise provided for, as the highest welfare of men requires. 

6. The Sirnful1ness of Man. Ma,n was creat•ed .]nnoce,nt, but hy dis
obedience fe:}l :into a sta::,e of sin and oondemna.tfon. His posterity 
the:refor,e, inherit a falle,n natur•e of such ,tendencies tha•t all 
wiho come to years of accoun:'.abiEfr, s:,n and become guiH.y before 
God. 

7. 'The Wor'k ,o'f C'hr:S't. The S,on of God by His inear·nati,c1n, Hfe, suf
fer:ITTg, death, and r•esurre.cti:on effeded for all a re,dempt:.o,n from 
sin that is full and free, a1nd is -the ground of salva,tion by fai,th. 

8. !The te-rm.s of Salva-tion. The ,conditions oif sa1vation are: 1. Re
pent·ence •o.r s:1nce,r,e sorrow for s:n and hear:ty r·enunciation of it. 
2,. Fad:'.h or the wn,r-eserved eomm:tt•al D"f ,one's life t,o Christ as 
Savior and Lord wHih purpose fo love and obey Him in all things. 
In ,the •exe,rc.is·e of saving faith, the soul i.s renewed by the Holy 
Spirit, fre,ed from the domi1nion of sin, and becomes a child of 
God. 3. Continuance in faith and obe:d:ence un.til death. 

9. E1edio1n. God determined foam the beginni1ng to save all who 
1would comply with the condit:o.ns of salvation. Hence by faith in 
Christ men become His .elect. 

10. F1reedom o.f the Will. The human will is fre·e and self-controlled. 
having power to yield to the influence of the truth and the Spirit, 
or to resist them and peris1h. 
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11. Salva,t:ton Fr,e,e. God desi.r•es the salvation of all, the Gospel in
vites all, the Holy Spirit strlv,es with· an, and whosoever will may 
,ao,me and take of tihe· wa1t,e,r of li:£e fr:eely. 

1~. Perserv,e1ranoe. All beUevers in Christ who through grace perser
!Ver,e iirl holiness to the end of lif.e, have promise of eternal sa:lva
tion. 

13. Gospe~ 011dinanc•es. Bapt,ism, or the immersion of believers in 
water, aind ,the Lo.11d's Supper, are ordinances to be pe.rpetua,ted 
under the Gospel. Feet Washing, a:n or,dinanee teaching humility 
o,f untve,rsal obHgatio:n, and to be minist•er-ed to all true believers. 

14. !Ti:thin.g. God oomma·nded ti'thes aind of,femings i,n the Old Testa
ment; .Jesus Clhds:t ·endorsed it in the Gospel (Matt. 23:23), and 
tihe a,postle Paul said, "Upon the first day of the week le,t eve,ry 
one of you lay by him in stor•e, as God··ha,th prosper,ed him." 
(,I Cor. 216:2:a). 

li5. The Christi.ain Saibba:th. The d1vine law re,quir,es that one day i:n 
se,v,en be set apart from secular em·pwoiy,rne·nts and a·muse:ments, 
for rest, wo,rslhip, holy works, a.n.d activ:t,ies, and for persrnnal 
•communion witlh God. 

rn. Resurrection, Judgme•nt aind F'in.ail. R,etri:bution. The Scriptur•es 
teach the r,esuirrection of aJ:l men at the last day. They that ha!Ve 
done good will come for:th .to the r,esumection 0,f life and they that 
lhav,e· doine ,evil unto the r,esur.rection of damnat>ion; then the 
wicked will "g,o a1w.ay into eternal punishment, bu:t the righteous 
into ,e,te,rnal lif.e." 

PILGRIM ASSOCIATION OF 

FREE WILL BAPTIST CONSTITUTION 

(1) 'This Assodation shall be ,composed of delegates eleicted by 
chu11ches of this body t'O r,epres,e1nt tlhe chur,ches annually. 

(2)! 1The A.ss.o,c,':at:.cn whe,n asisemlbled, shaill first ,e}ect a m,ode,rator 
and cle11k. 

(.3) rRu}es o,f de,oorum must be .read imm•ediat·ely a:ft,er the A.sso
ciaition is asse,mhled. 

(4) 'T{he Association will e1nooura,g.e a .sound ministry suc:h as p:r1e
sents C'HRIIlST all suffident SAVIOR that tihe plan ,of sa•lvatioin 
pr,esenfod by OHRII'SIT, is strictly and defi,ni:t,ely graoe and as 
pre:sient,ed by the GO'Spel, w:U save all human being.s who accept 
it. 
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(5) ,Amy miims,ter in go.ad standin:g with their Cihurcih or As,sociaho:n 
may be .inv.it,ed to a seat in our Council, take part in our delibera
t.iOIIlS and tiheir name be ,enrolled in our minutes. 

(6) 1t is the duty o.f the Asso-c.iatio,n to appoint Oir -elec:t, Oommiit,te,es 
,t,o take ca,re of sip:edal ,business. E,a,ah Commi:tte·e repo,r,t must 
ihe in writiing and tl\lirned in .t-o ,the clerk for r,eading beif,orie the 
i\Jssen~bly. 

(7) All quest.ions pr,ecS1e'I11t,ed to the Associa:t:iOIIl by any Church or 
Miini:st,e,r shall be att,ended to. 

(8) Ainy Ohur,ch wisihiing to uni:te with this Association may do so, 
by 1,e,tit.er pr,eseintied by dele,gates of sa,id -Church. Tihe Church 
,must a:ccept .ou:r a:nticl-es o,f faith a1rnd Church oo,v,ena.rnt. 

(9) ITlhe Asso-eiation may withdraw from any Church who wailks 
diso1rdeirly or viola1t,es any rule made and pass,ed on by -this body. 

(W) J:t is to be understood that this body assumes no hiighe,r author
·1ty ,than an advisory counc,il. 

( 1.1) Any Minis,t,e,r found casting his influe1nc,e a,gainst any Chu.r,c1h, 
er i,n any way marring t1he char.ade,r unjustly of another 

1M:nis'.e,r •will be de.alt with by t1he Minist,er:s cunference. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

Having ·given ours-elv,es to God, by fa,Hih in Oh111ist, and adopted ,tlhe 
Word o:f Go:d as o.ur ru1e ,o:f faith and pradioe, we ,now give ourselves 
to one another by the will of God in -'.his .s,olemn e:ovena,nt. 

We promise by His .grace to lov•e .and obey Hlim in all things, t,o 
avoid all appearance of evil, to .abstain jjrom a<ll sinful .a,mus,emernts 
a,nd unholy c,o'Illformity to the wor.1d, from .a.11 sanction to t1he us,e and 
sale of intoxicating beverages, and to "pr.ovide ·things hones~ in the 
sight ,o'f all men." 

,We agree fai.'hfully t.o ,discha,rge our olbli,gat:o,ns in refer,e,nce to 
the study of t1he :S:c,r•ipturies, secret prayer, family devo:tio,n.s a1nd social 
worship; and by s•elf-deinial, faith .and g.o,od works endeavor to "g-row 
in g·ra,ce and he knowlfdge o.f our L1urd a.nd Sa:vio,r J,e:sus Christ." 

W,e will no,t forsake the a,s'Semb.lyiing O[ ,ourselv,es t,oge,their for 
churdh crnnf,e,re,n,c,es; puiblic wons:hip, and tihe ohseirva.nce of .the ordi,n
ances of the Gospel, nor fai:l ,to pay a,c,cor:d!ing to ,our abili:ty for the 
support of the -church, o,f its poor, and all .its benevo1'e111t work. 

W,e a,gr,ee •t,o accept Chr,istian adimoni:tion and ·reproof with meek
ness, a,nd .to wa-tc'h over o,ne anothe,r in love, ende1avur.i1J]g t10 "keep 
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the uniity olf the Spirit" .in the bonds of pea,oe to be careful to one 
another's happiness acr1d rel)uta:t.ion, and seek to st:rengthein tihe weak, 
e1ncourage the a,flflicted, aclimo1nish the erdng, and as fa:r as we a.r•e 
able pro1mote the sucoe,ss ,of the d::mrch and od' the ,gospel. 

We will, ,erv,e1rywher,e, hold Ohrist.ia1n principle sacred aind C'hr1stiian 
oblig•ations .a,nd ente11p:dses supre:me; countiing it ,our chielf bus~ness in 
Hfe to •extend the influence o,f Ohrist in sodety, consta,n:tly pr,ayin:g 
and torling tha:t the Kingdom of God m,a,y come, and His will 'be dol!le 
on earth as it is in hearv,en. 

',To ;this ,end we agree to la1bor for the promo:tion o,f ·educationa:l and 
denomiinatio,nal -eni'.•erprises, t•he suppont of m.issiio:ns, the success orf 
Sunday schools, a,nd the erva1nge1isNc effort for t,he sa1v:a,tion of the 
w!Olr1d. 

RULES OF DECORUM 

(1) 'Dhe Assoda1tion shall be opened a,nd closed with prayer. 

(2) There shall be no conversation by members one with anothe.r 
so as to in:ter:rupt busi>ne-ss whi}e .i,n session. 

(.3) Every membe.r w!cihing to s•peak shi::dl first r;is,e and address the 
ModeTator. 

(4) No memlber shall int•e1J:ir:upt a member wthil-e speakiing. 

(5) We shaJl admi:t no other title in session but that of Bro:the:r 
and Sister. 

(6) Erv•e,ry m.ember speaki1ng shaU a.tt•e,nd to the subjed under con
side,ra1t'1on. 

(7) ,No membe,r Ehall spe,ak m,or,e than twice on any one subje·ct. 

(8) •Every motion made and seconded shall ·be a•tlt,ended to unliess 
witihdrawn by the perso1n who made it. 

(9) Nlo membe:r shan absent himself fr,om the body without learve 
of the Mode1ra1to,r. 

(1'0) On all mot:o:ns made where the vote of the body is tak•elil, a 
majo,ri,ty s:haU pr,e:vail. 

(11) Thie M,ode:ra-t-or shall ha,rv•e the same pr.irvileg,e to speak as any 
other membe,r provided th chair i.s filled. 

( 12) Am.y member transgressing t.he above rules shaU be admonished 
by the Moderator. 

(13) Nioit less thal!l 2/3 majority shall constitute a quorum. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS 

(1) Thie OrdinaUon OoU1ncil shall have Ministers' Conf.erence author
iity ,in the int•erim. 

(2,) 1The Minist,ers' Coinforence shall have authority to eled the 
011dina,tion Council. 

(3) All Mi:nist,ers, lioeinsed and ordained, shall have a se.at, voice and 
vo1t,e to a,11 M•iniste,rs' Go,nf.er,e,nces, and, along wi,th all delegates, 
,a:t Associa•tiona:l Oo,nf.er•enc•es. 

(4) Any Minister failing t.o se,nd a r•epm•t to the Association in two 
(2) AmnuaUy As:soda1tion sihall be dropped. 

(5) The E:imcutive Board shall have As.soc.iational author.ity iin the 
interim. 

RULES GOVERNING ORDINATION COUNCIL 

(,1) IN1o minister m.ay be g,r:ant,eid license or ,ce,r,tificate ,o.f ordi,nati'O.n 
unless he pr,e:s,ents a letter of r·eco,mmndati0tn fr.om the church 
of which 'he is a m•emlhe,r 

('2) ,No lkensed minister may be ordained under one year from da,te 
,oif :Lkense UJnle,ss he is calJed to be- a full tim,e pastor. 

(3) IAill minist•ers >being admitt.ed to this assodati,on must promise 
,t,o give up the cr,edentials they hold from this association if and 
:whie111 he is adjUJdg,e,d by m~nis-ters confoir,ence to be disqualified 
to preach the gospel in compliance to our faith. 

(4) Clounicil sha1>1 or ordairn any perso,n qua;lifying by rules of THE 
P1I!LGIRIIM AISS0CIT>A'DION OF FRIEE WiiLL BAPTIST. 

,(
15) IOounc.il shaU not issue credeniti.a~s to hr1ot:hern who hav•e t:wo 

liv.iing compa-n:io111 without a Bible right. 

(6) This council must not use pa.rtiaEty in the issua,nce of cr,eden
,tials. 

(7) 'I'hese i:mJes mUSrt be read t•o each minist,er asking for en'1:ranc·e 
dn!to ,this associa,tio:n. 

(8) •T!his ordination c,ouncil shall have minist,ers conferenoe authority 
in the interim. 
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Association Meetings 

September 28, 1968 

Open w.ith song, Rev. K:ey wekomed ea.ch Mrinfater a\Ild then asked 
R,ev. Cochrian to lead 'in p:rayer. Bro·ther St•eely led anuther so.ng. 
Rev. Key tu;rned the servke ove,r to Rev. R:ona1d Creech, who read 
Jiohn, ,cha:pter 8, V1erses 1 thru Ll, and hie brought a wo1ndel1fu:l m,essag,e. 
The Associaition w.as then dismissed for 'lunch. 

!The A:ss:o'C'iation was called into Co,niere,noe again a,t 1 :00 p.,m., 
with Brothe,r .Ste·ely leading the song, R:ev. Bo,at1wright led in pray•er. 
Rev. Graylheal tc-ok over and ask:Ed !hat R,ev. Creech 1ha,ve a vo.ice in 
the .AJSsodati,on. Rev. K:ey made a mov,e that the Churches adopt the 
Ohildr,en's Hom:e in GreenviUe, T•ernnessee, and each Clhurch send as 
much as t:hey cal!l to the Children's Home. Br1other Creech sugg.es1ted 
that !he writ,e ,the name oif each Mission. Re,v. K,ey made a move tha'!: 
the Associa;tion send $1'5.10iO to the Ghlidren's home. The Committee 
repor1t wa,s read and acce:91'.•ed lOIO-%. Rev. Graybe:al liook up an 
offerin:g for Rev. Oree,oh, $:lr5.0'0 kr the State .A:s.so:cia.t:on. Mov,e to go 
out o!f Oo•n'Lere,noe, Rev. Hoss, .a,nd Rev. Key. 

December 31, 1967 

!The minister Confe,r-ence met at F·at:ih Fr,ee Will Bapi'.:ist Ohur,ch 
with the Rev. Colon Hudson. Rev. Hudsnn wekomed each Mi1nfa.ter 
with a hea,rty welcome, and t1hen he asked Rev. L. C. Boa,t,wrighit to 
le.ad :n prayie,r, after whlcih Erne the M.;nis:',e,rs. and V.:s::f,ors sa,ng 
"Heav,enly Sunlight." Rev. Hudsc,n. then asked Rev. Gra)"bea'l to bring 
.the messa,ge, he read from John, cha.pter one. Rev. Graybea-1 spoke on 
the scripture arft.e,r which time he turned the meeiUng ov1e,r to the 
M-oderato.r Rev. Rios.s. Rev. Ros.s declar 0 .d .+he m·e-etimg int,o eon:fe-renee. 
Rev. Graybeal d:.scusse,d the bill about hav:rnig a qua.rte,rly mee,tinig, he 
sa.:d •t,ha,t the M1inist•e,rs conference should think about it to the •nie:x:t 
Assoda:tion met. Rev. R,o,ss discussed about ha;ving a rev1va,l this• sum
mer. Rev. Henry Si.des made t1he sugg•est:ro,n tha,t :the Mi,nist-e-rs Oon
fer,eince tak,e up a·n oHe,ring a1t each mee•ti,ng to help with the •expen:se 
o,f the As,sooia,tion. Motion made by Riev. Sides anid seoonded by Riev. 
Graybeal. Nexit Conf.er,e1nce at Cedar Grove the last Sunday in March. 

March, 1968 

IThe Se.cond M.iniste1rs Gonfe.r,emoe me:t a,t Cedar Gr,ov,e F,re,e Will 
Baptist Chur,ch w.it1h the R:ev. Henry Sides. The song, ",P101wer in the 
Blood," wras led by Mrs. Louis,e Oochran. R,ev. S. A. Grarybeal led in 
prayer. :Rev. Sides read from the 28 ohapte,r of Matt:he1w, be,ginrnimg 
with the 116th verse. He then s_nokie ,on .the soripture, aifte:r w1hich he 
turned the meeiting ov-e,r to the Mo-:le,.at:or, Rev. Ross. Reiv. R:oss 
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dccla,r,ed ,the house into conferenc,e and asked the Clerk to. re.ad the 
1:1oll ca1'1. 

Rev. Grayibeal, asked t:ha,t Rev. Ronald Or,eech have a vo,ice irn the 
c101n!fe1re 1nce, Re·v. K,e,y asked tha,t the m•'mutes be r·2ad. Rev. T10irny 
Wlright aslked tha,t Rev. Hopki,ns stand so all :the Ministers would knorw 
him. Rev. Gra~beal ddscus~,ed that Rev. Earl Hittle hav-e a dismissaJ 
from our M:.n:s!,r,rs Conference. Hev. Key made ,the motion aITTJd sec
onded by Rev. Sprinkle. Rev. R,oss tunned the Conference o,ver to 
Rev. Key, the Vice .Mo,de,ra,tor, at which time he asked that Re,v. 
RonaM Cre,e,ch speak to the conference. Rev. Hudsoin made the mo
tion to take up thie money for the Ass::ie:a,tio.n. R•ev. Key mad'! the 
sugg,estion tha1t the confer,enoe let the State pr:int the minut,es. Tihe 
offe,ri,ng was $13.0D', which was turned over t,o Rev. Or•eech. Next 
me,et;ng at Neiw Hope Free Will Ba,p'.·:st Chu11ch. Closed by prayer. 

June 30, 1968 

'The 1Ministe.r's Conference met at New Hope F·rne Will Baptist 
Churc1h with the song, "'Take The Name of J,esus," which was led by 
the Pastor, Rev. Johnny Sprink'le. Rev. Coachran led in prayer. Rev. 
Spriinkle read the 10th chapt-e-r of Romans, he brought a wonderful 
message, after wh:ch time ,he tumed it over to Rev. Ross. Re,v. Ress 
asked the clerk to ,read the minutes. Rev. Ross asked to d:.s,cuss about 
ha,ving the minutes printed by the St.ate Assoda:tion, R,ev. Graybeal 
d,iscus:,ed .it and a:sk2d that we pass a hill tio have our 01wn miniu:tes 
books prinbed. This was to be ·broug,:i:t back a,t the Annual A,ssc,cfait:c,n 
to be dis,cu:ss·ed a,nd pas.s,ed on. The neXit meeiting will be the A:nnua,l 
m·ee,tiing, at Immanuel Fr,ee Will Baptis't Chiuroh, the 28 oJ Sept,emiber. 
Dismissed in prayer by Rev. Huds01n. 

September 28, 1968 

IM1nist,e1rs Conference met at Immanuel Fr,ee Will Bap:ist Ohul'ch 
with Riev. Key. He read I Timothy 1:5 and spoke on it. The song, ''iAt 
Calva·ry", was led by R 1ev. Key, he the,n called on Rev. S:des to lead 
in pray,e,r. Rev. Key ga1ve each m.i,nister a hearty welcom,e. Them 
he tunned .it over to ,the M,o,drator, R:eiv. Ross. Rev. Ross decla,red the 
houis,e inito conference. Rev. Graybeal discussed about the Flo1wer 
F'unid and then took up $115.00. Rev. Gra,ybea1 nominated R,ev. Sides 
for l\1Lo,de1!'afo,r of the Mi,nister, sec01nd by Rev. Key. Rev. Key lllOm.in
a,te Rev. Boatwright as Vfoe Moderato,r, Se,c,onded by Rev. Sprinkle, 
Rev. Gray,bea,l rrominat,ed Rev. Spr:i:nkle as clerk, seccnded by 
R:ev. Cochnan, Rev. Graybeal nomina,t,ed Rev. ~ey as Vice Cler,k and 
also Treasurer. Rev. W-right, Rev. Ross, Rev. Ruff, Rev. Cochralll, 
Rev. Sides, all we,r,e :nom1nated by Rev. Key, seconded by Rev. Gray
beal. Rev. Ross turned the Association over to the Moderafor R,ev. 
Graybeal. 
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Committee Reports 

W,e the Eivangelism Committee, do r•ecommend t.hat tihe Associa
tion put Rev. Ross i,n as Eiva-ngeUst, and that each time he goes to 
prea,ah, take up an off.erfo.g for him to help with his expens,es. 

Mrs. Louis,e Cochran, Mrs. Ammons, Mr. Ste,ely. 

:We the Finance Oom·mit1t1ee, do hereby ,r,ecommeind that each 
Church send (2%) of their y,early offering with the.ir r•eport. 

Rev. Sides, Rev. Boatwright, R,ev. Cochra·n. 

'We the M.i.nist,er's Com.mit1tee, do hereby recommend tha1t ea 1ch 
Minister send (4) four dollar;s w:,t·h t:heir ,re,por:t to the Assoc::a:tion. 

Rev. Key, Rev. Ross, Rev. Boa.twright 

The Forei~n Mission was discussed and it was decided to. send 
mo,ney to the Oh~ldren's Heme and t,o se1nd money to the::F·a~eig,n 
Mission. 

Ladies Auxiliary 

ahuirch-Nlew Hope 

President--'Mrs. Doris Kirk 

Vic1e~P:r,esi:dent~Mrs. Helen Sprinkle 

Sei0reta.ry--,Mrs. Fra,n,c,es Tre,e,ce 

Tre,a.surer-Mrs. Fira,nces Tre,eoe 

Money Rece.ived--$2Q,5.5,l 

Money Paid Out-$2419.46 

Members-14 

Feec..-,$3.0:0 

TotaJ-balance in treasury. (Including money carded ove,r fr.om 
119:67. Totals listed, paid out and taken in are only for 196H. $210.35 

Be1ginn:ng year, Oc,t. 110, 1'967-----<$ 49.05 

Sipe'l1Jt outc.-$140'.28 

Pres1ent amoun'., Sep'.. 1,'.J, 19,68--$~8.2,6 

Alvera,ge at,tendance-11 m 1embers 

Pr,eside1nt-Mrs. Odelia Vann 

Se,aretary and tr,easur,e,r-Mrs. Evelyn Coloe 

Page E1ev,en 
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