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MINUTES 

The members and messengers of the Liberty Ass9ciation met with Pros• 
perity church, in Turner county, Georgi~ Friday before the second Sunday 
in October. The representatives were: , 

Prosperity Church-]. H . McAlister, S. M . Dupree, W . L. L;lwson, S. 
M. McAlister, C. M. Lawson, and W . R. Lawson. 

Greenwood Church- Rev. W. A Pope, A . L. Pope, J. T . Lee, anti W. 
A. Sellers. 

W . A. Sellers preached, using the 5th chapter of John for a lessoi:~. 
After devotional service the body assembled for business, and after some 

discussions it was moved and carried to dissolve the Liberty Association to 

meet with the members of the Ochlocknee Association at Midway church 
in Colquitt County, Georgia, Friday before the first Suilday in November, 
to organize a new association. ~ 

W . A. POPE, Moderator.
B. N . McALISTER, Clerk. 

The members of the Ochlocknee Association met, and after some discus· 
sions, dissolved the Ochlocknee Association to meet with the members of 
the Liberty Association at Midway church, on Friday before the first Sun· 
day in November, to organize a new association. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE UNION ASSOCIATION 
M1dwa)• Free Will Baptist church of Colquitt County, Georgia. 
Delegates from churches formerly .:nmpnsing the Liberty and Ochlocknee 

Association of Free Will Baptists, met with Midway church on Friday, 
November 5th, 1926. 

At 11 :00 o'clock a. m., Rev. j. D. Little. of the Little River Association, 
preached a very i'mpressive sermon. 

After preaching refreshments were served on the grounds. 
After dinner the body was called together by song and prayer. 
Rev. Ne;tl H. Parish, of Georgia Union As.<ociauon being present, was 

requested to preach rhe introductory sermon. 
After the sermon the bndy was called rn nrdcr for the election of officers. 

Rev. A. L. Sellers was elected temporary moderator, and Rev. L. G. Baldwin 
was elected clerk. 

After a very good talk b)' Bro. Sellers, he called for names of churches 
and delegates representing them. They responded as follows: • 

Eunice Chapel- ] . L Lewis, Rev. G. W . Rhodes. 
Midway Church- Bros. Robert Murphy, F. L. Herring, Charlie Murphy. 
New Hope Church-Bros. ]. W . Lenear, Rev. L. G. Baldwin. 
Cannedy Chapel Church- Bros. G. W . Davis, ]. F. Wilder. 
Greenwood Church- Bros. ]. T. Lee, A. L. Pope, Rev. W . A. Pope, and 

Rev. W . A. Sellers. 
Saco Church-W. A.. Sellers, by prox-y. 
Prosperity Church-]. H . McAlister, S. M. Dupree, and S. M. McAlister. 
S!>ring Hill Church- N . V. Adkinson and Cap Adkinson. 



Moved and carried that we suspend the reading of the letters and hear 
the statements of the delegates and preachers. 

Moved and carried that we receive the statements of the delegates and 
preachers and seat them. 

Moved and carried that three disinterested men select a name for the 
association. Revs. N . H. Parish, j. B. Harris, and j . D. Little were ap· 
pointed. The name selected was Union. I Rev. j . M. Newton were elected b)' ballot as Moderator; Also A. L. 
Sellers, Clerk, and Rev. L, G. Baldwin, Treasurer- Rev. W . A. Pope was 
elected Assistant Moderator. ' 

Moved and c;trriecl to adjourn until 9:00 ;r. m., Saturday. 

Called together Saturday morning. h)• singing .. Amazing Grace." and 
prayer by A. L. Sellers. 

The following govcrnmcmt and dec.orum were read and adopted, also the 
following articles uf fai7::. 

The body being organi~d the right hand of feiiO\vship was taken while 
singing .. How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds.·· 

The following .:o.:.m:ttecs were appointed : 
Devotional Commit:c._'-Bros. Robert Murphy, F. L. Herring, J. F. Wilder, 

j . H. McAlister, and N . V . Adkinson. 
I Temperance Committee-Bros. J. T . Lee, Robert Murphy, :u)d J. W . 

I 
Lcnear. 

Committee on the StHte of Churches an_d Prc.1chcrs-Bros. RniJCrt Murphy, 
j. T . Lee, ]. F. W1ldcr, and J. H. McAhstcr. 

Committee un Nominations-Bros. C. E. Murrhy, W . A. Sellers, and G. 
W . Davis. 

Committee on Education- Bros. A. L. Sellers, R. M. Massey, L. G . Bald· 
win. and J. B. Harris. 

Committee on Obituaries-Bros. R. M. Massey, Robert Murphy, and 
Cap Adkinson. 

Committee on D estitutions-Bros. S. M . Dupree, G. W . Rhodes, and 
A . L. Pope. 

Committee on Sunday School-Sister McAlister, Bros. S. M . McAlister, 
and the preachers. 

Finance Committee- Robert Murphy and ]. T . Lee. 
Executive Committee- ]. T. Lee, j . W . Lenear, J. H . McAlister, N . V . 

Adkinson, and Robert Murphy. 
Committee ·an Resolutions-Bros. A. L. Sellers, j . H . McAlister, Robert 

Murphy, G. W . Rhodes, and J T . Lee. 
Moved to adjourn for preaching. Dismissed by Rev. W . A. Pope. 
After a very impressive sermon by Rev. W . A. Pope, followed by Rev. 

J. M . Newton, from Joel 2-18-32, we dismissed for refreshments by Rev. 
N . H. Parish until 1:30 p. m. 
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SATURDAY AFTERNOON 

Called together ~per adjournment by singing "When t}le Roll is Called 
Up Yonder," and pr.tyer by Rev. W . L. Harrell. 

Called for report of committees. 
Committee on Nominations-Reconuncnded that Canedy's Chapel have 

the next seS£ion. The report received and committee excused. · • 
Committee on Re.solutions-Re,ommended, (1 st) Resolved that seeing 

our success is dependent on the homes of our members, recommended that 
mCJre interest be taken in the homes, teaching our doctrine and the principles 
of salvation. (2nd) That the ministers in charge of churches take collection 
quarterly for missions. (3rd) Resolved that we adopt the following asso· 
ciational decorum.-Rcv. A . L Sellers, Chairman. 

Devotional Conmtinee-Re.:ommended that Rev. W . A. Pope preach and 
Rev. ]. M. Newton clore Sarurday at I I :00 a . m., and that we have no 
service Saturday afternoon, but that all artend Bmthcr Parish's tent meeting 
no\\' in progreS$ at Moultrie. 

Committee on Education- Recommended that as the world is becoming 
more le-...rnecl, and that tu compete with this condition we must have a berter 
prepared ministry educationally; we recommend that each church manifest 
a greater interest in our college at Ayden. N. C., looking forward to the 
time when we hope to have nne not tu be excelled an}•wherc.-Rev. L. G. 
Baldwin, Chairman. 

Committee on Tcmpcrancc-Rccommcnded, that llUr people :u·e becominn 
more tcmoerate and encnuragc that 1111:)' all .:ndavor to carry over tl)e great 
temperance mnve n( our nation.- J T . Lee, Chairman. 

Committee on Sabbath Sd1onl- Rccmnmcndcd. rhat as we find no Sabbath 
School in any of our churches, that each chur.:h put forth a greater effort 
to organize and maintam ~. Sabbath Sch'~'l hy the parents going and carrying 
their children. 

Committee on Fmancc submit the following report: 
Saco Church ...... . .. . ········-············- ........................ .. ............... $~.25 

~~~~\~!J c~~~~~h·-·:·:::~::::::::::: :~ :::· ··: · :_::: ::::::·::~::-:::::~::::::::::::::::~:~_sg :~g 
New Hope ···-·-···· ...................................................................... _ ........... $450 

~~~~~1~. ~-~~.:.~~- .: ::::::::::::::::: : :: ~:: :: :~::::::::::· .:::·::: ::::::: .::·:.: :::: :~::::: ::::·.::·.-.:::::: i ~ :~g 
Eunice Chapel ....................... ........................................ ................ _ ....... $4.00 

$40.60 

Robert Murphy, Chairman. 
The reports of the committees received and the committees excused. 
Moved and carried that we send a delegation to the state convention. 

Rev. W . A. Pope, j . T . Lee and A. L. Sellers were appointed as delegates 
to the convention. 

Moved and carried thar we have one hundred and fifty (150) full min· 
utes printed. . . . 

Moved and can;ed that there be a bnef sketch of the d1sbandmg of the 
two associations to organize this one. 
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Moved and carried that we meet on Thursday night before the fourth 

I 
Sunday in October, 1927, for our next ..session. 

Moved and carried that this body extend their than~ to this community 
for their kindness during its session with them. 

Moved and carr:ied that we P\iY the clerk 6ve doUars ($> .00) . 
Moved and earned that we use the balance of funds on hand after printing 

the minutes and paying clerk for the national convention. 
Moved and carried that the clerk correct the minutes. 
Moved and carried that we adJOurn to meet with Canedy Chapel church 

Thursday night hcforc the fourth Sunday in October, 1927. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 
I . We believe that a Gospel Church, or Church of Christ, is a congre· 

t:ation of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules laid 
dowtl in the New Testament. . 

:!. That those rules require churches to preserve the form of government 
and the ordinances of the first Christtan churches and to be composed of 
baptized believers in Christ. 

3. That visible church is the aggregate or whole number of Gospel 
churches, and that the invisible church is .:omposed of the redeemed now 
in heaven and of such Christians on earth as are not attached to the viSible 
churcn according tO the Gospel rules. 

~ · That tlll~ establishment of a central catholic government over the 
vtSJble church, or . any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition rcpug· 
nant to the Word of God, subscrvcnt r_o the churches and dangerous to 
the liberty of man. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tnbun· 
also authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestricted right 
to administ;er its ow~\ government without supervision or interference, being 
under Chnst, esscnttally, independent and absolute; and that if this right be 
surrendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. That churches !llay nevertheless, we suppose., meet by delegates, form 
an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep up the cor • 
respondence; but that the right and the authority of churches being inaliena· 
ble, or in no way compromised or hindered by entering into an asSociation, 
and therefore an association has no authority over churches or individuals, 
their only power being to transact business which does not pertain to churches 
in their ecclesiastical capacity; to promote natural intercourse, and a conccn· 
tr.1tion of voluntary effort; and to give that advice to churches which might 
with equal authority be given by any individual. 

7. That the authority of the churches is designated for the perpetuation 
of the true religion o fthe Gospel, and for the preservation of true and or· 
dcrly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for the purpose 
intended. but that it docs not extend to persons, property or the consciences 
of men in any manner whatsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ and 
obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in connection 
with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that so pre· 
scribe any other requisite of such membership is an assumption of authority 
on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association. 
7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., belonging to 

the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. Also, it 
shall be the duty of the church clerk to revise the church roll at least once a 
year. It shall he the duty of the pastors to instruct the deacons and clerks of 
their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8. The church shall hold a two days' monthly meeting embracing Satur
day and the Lord's Day following, the first of which shall be the regular time 
of the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to attend each 
conference meeting, if they can; for on that day the pastor is expected to 
instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain and pointed lessons 
on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living. 

9. That the officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the elders arc 
called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders arc equal in rank, though they 
may perform different functions-since some may be bi..<hops or pastors of 
particular churches, while others may be simple elders, having no pastocal 
charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching, 
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts that 
belong to tbe authority of the church-such as the reception of members into 
the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a member of the 
church, he is nor more thm any other member, and if he is guilty of trans· 
gression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and convicted or ac· 
quitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet we think it 
prudent to call iJ:l advtsory help especially if the minister is to be tned upon 
a charge of heres)•. 

II . That Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer, in water, in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are ordi· 
nanccs to be observed in the church until the Lord comes. 

13 That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office of ordination, 
or the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, without which 
they arc not authori::ed to administer the ordinances pertaining to their re· 
specuve offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained unless called to take charge of a church 
as pastor, or some good and sufficient reason. 

CHURCH DECORUM 
1. The church 013)' choose a pastGr annua lly at the last regular conference 

in Association year ; or if they prefer it, may cht'll)SC a pastor for an indefinite 
length of time to continue from year to year, as long as he may deem it proper 
tO keep up the connection. . 

2. When it becomes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other time~ 
hut if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be appomted 
at a monthly meeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is absent or 
does not sit as moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall be ap• 
pointed to sit tn his place. 

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it shall 
be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions made 



by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and wine in the 
administration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect to 
partake of the Lord's Supper, and endeavor to ascertain the cause that the 
same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall he appointed Clerk and it shall he his duty 
to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business of the church, 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without permis· 
sion from the presiding officer. and none shall take final leave of absence 

I without permission of the body. 
I II . This Assodanon has a right to decide what matter shall be admitted 
to its consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Association by 
a majority vote. , 

13. No church shall liberate any minister corning from any denomination 
until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council cu1d received creden· 
tials bearing their approval. 

CONSTJTUTION 
I. The Association shall ben.'a/ter be known as 1hc Union Free Will 

Baptist A ssociation. 
2. It shall be compt1scd of: ( 1) The ministers, both ord:~incJ and licens· 

ed, belonging therct<): (2) Legal delegates from the churches composing the 
same. 

3. Requirements of dlUrches: Each chur.:h shall be required ro send up 
an annual report tO CM Association in which they shall make a brief state
ment of the pastOr, report the character ~nJ usefulness of the minist ers whose 
membership is with them, give name a11d posroffice of the church clerk, give 
the number baptized, received by letter, dismis._oed by letter, restored, exclud· 
ed, md died, the number of members, <Uld the amount paid for A ssociation 
purpo~. • 

4. Each church in the As..<ociation shall be considered an adv1sory body 
and .;hall control its own internal affairs. having the unrestricted right to ad· 
minister its own government without suspL'nsiOn or interference, being under 
Christ essentially independent md absolute. 

'i. This body shall be considered an advisory council. whose duty it is to 
meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous session, 
and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled, and while there. it 
shall be its dut>• t o examine all questions of general interest to the Assoc:ia· 
tion md to use their best influence to promote a moral and benevolent means 
md institution such as education. Sabbath Schools, missionary work, etc. 

6. The officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk, wd 
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot. 

? . Churches wishing to become members of this Association must adopt 
our articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. Churches sending delegates to this Association shall be allowed one 
delegate for each ten members or fraction thereof. 

9. This Constitutien may be altered or'amended at wy session of this 
Association by a majority of the votes. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
We believe that there is but one living, true etemal God, the Father, 
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of whom all things, from everlasting to everlasting, glorious and immutable 
111 all His attributes.-L Cor. 8:6; Jsa. 40:28. . 

2. We believe that there is one Lord jesus Christ whom are all things, 
the ~nly begotten Son of God, Son of the Virgin Mary, whom God freely 
sent mto the world because of the great love wherewith H e loved the world 
and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all, tasting death of evec; 
man, who was buried wd rose again the third day wd ascended into Heaven, 
from whence we look for Him the second time in the clo.uds of Heaven, at 
the last day to judge both the quick and the dead-T. Tim. 21 :5·6; Heir.< 
2:~; John 2:2: Rev. I :7: Acts 24:]) ; John ~:16. 

3, We believe that there is one H oly Ghost the precious gift of the 
Father through His dear Son, untO the worlJ, who quickencth and draweth 
sinners home to God"-St. john 16:?·9 : Acts 2:4; Ep. 4:4; 1·6. 

4. We believe that in the beginning Goo made man upright; and placed 
him in a state of glory without the least mL~turc ,)( misery, from which he 
volunra.rily by transgression, fell anJ hy tha t means brought on himself a 
m1serable and mortal state subject to death.-Gen. 2:17: 3: 19. 

5. We believe that God is not willing that :tny should perish bur that all 
should come to repentance, and the knnwkdgr of the truth that they tnil(ht 
be saved, fnr whi.::h end Christ hath wmmanJcd the tt<lspcl w be preacl~ed 
amon~: all narmns a.nd w every crcaturc.- · Mcu·k I6 :1'i ; Luk.., 24 :47~ John 
3:1:? ·1?; T im. 1:4. 

6. W e believe that no man shall suff.:r in hell for want of a Christ who 
dil'd for him, hut as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord that 
brought them, because they believe not m the only begorten Son of God. 
Unbelief therefore being the cause why the just and rightobus God of 
Heaven will condemn tJ1c: childr~n of men; it fnllows against all contradiction 
that all m'en a t une time or :~ nothcr, arc fpund in such a .:apacity a; that 
through the grace of God, they may he ckrna lly savcd.-Mark 6:6: Heb. 
3: I 0; I. john 1:10. 

7. 'V.le bdievc the wholt: Sl:nptur~s ar.:: infallibly true and that they 
are the only rules of fa1th and practicc.-11. Tim. >:6· 17. 

8. We believe in the doctrine uf general provisinn nMJc olf God in Chrise 
for the bcne6t of all mankind, who r.:pem and heh.:v.: the GospeL-Luke 
14 :16·20; Matt. :!8:19·20; Luke D ::! 'i : Luke 14:47: Acts 3:19: M;trk I :15. 

9. We believe that sinner!' art: drawn tn God, the Father, by the Holy 
Ghost thro~gh Christ H is Scm, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine 
aid lO ~dl the human family, so as thty ;dl mh.(ht be happy, would they give 
place to His divine- teaching: where:tli such wlK1 Jo not receive the divine 
impression of Holy Spirit shall ar a future day own their condemnation just 
and charge themselves with the1r own damnat1on for wilfully rejecting the 
offers of sovereign grace.-Matt. 11 :27: St. John 6:44·65 ; Psalms 1·1 ; 
2: 1J.t 2; Jer. 22:29. 

10. We believe that men, nor considered simply as ungodly men. were 
of old ordained to condemnation; considered such who rum the grace of G1>d 
to lasciviousness; denying the Lord God and our Lord Jesus Christ who 
bought them, and therefore shall bring upon themselves swift destruction, 
but we observe that they, and such the apostle saith, because they receive not 
the love of the truth, that they might be saved, therefore the indignation and 
wrath of God is upon every soul that deeth evil, living and dying therein, 
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for there Is no respect of persons with God.-jude 1 :4; 2nd; Peter 2:1 2nd ; 
Thess 2 : 1 I · 12; Romans 2 :9- I L 

1 L We believe that all chiltlren, dying in infancy, having not actually 
transgressed against the law of God in their own person are only subject 
to the first death: which was brought on by the fall of Adam, and not that 
any of them dying 1n that state shall suffer punishment in hell by the guilt 
of Adam's sin, of such is the kingdom of God.-lst . Cor. 15:32: M att. 
19:2-5; Mark 9:26•27; Matt. 19:14. 

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of saving faith, and that 
in the use of the means of grace and not out of the use of these means 
eternal lif.e is promised to men.-Rev. 22:14-1 'i; Isaiah I :19·20; Matt. 7 :8; 
Jer. 13:34-35 . 

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scripture for 
justification before God through his work, power or ability, which he has in 
and of himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to _God, through 
Jesus Christ, believing the righteousness of jesus Christ to be unputed to all 
believers for their eternal acceptance with 'God.-Rom. 4 :24 ; Acts 8:20·21. 

14. W e believe that all things are for=en in the wisdom of God, so that 
God knoweth whatsoever can or can not come to pass upon all supposed con· 
ditions; yet not as having decreed any person everlasting deat~ or everlasting 
life, o~t of respect Elf mere choice, f~rt~er than He hath appomted the G<fly 
unto hfe, and the ungodly who d1e 10 s10 unto death.-Heb. 4:13; Prov. 
8:22-23; Matt. H:31·46. 

1 5. W e believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believer's baptism, 
laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrament of bread and wine, w~ng 
the saints' feet, annointing the sick with oil in the ~arne of the Lord, fas~g 
and prayer, singing praise to God, and the public mmistry of the Word wtth 
every institution of the Lord we shall find in the New T estament.-Luke 
22:19-20; John 13:4·7; James 5:14. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion and that 
believers are the' only objects for baptism.-Matt. 3:15; Mark 1 :15 -I 0 ; Acts 
3:38·39; Rom. 6:5; Col. 2:12. 

17. We believe in the general resurrection of the dead and a final judg
ment day at the last day.-John 5 :28·29; n. 5:6. 

18. We believe, the happiness of the righteous is etemal and the torments 
of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 2:9. 

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend three successive confer· 
ences ,and any member whatever, of the church, according to the_ covenant 
(Article 5} shall be cited to appear in confen:nce and answer for h1s neglect: 
but the church may exempt members from th1s rule 1f necessary. 

11 . Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: ( 1) Prayer 
unless divine service has just been concluded, and generally then. (2} Invite 
visiting brethren to seats. ( 3) Open the door for the reception of members. 
(4) Call for absentees. (5) For acknowledgments. (6)For reference nf de
ferred business. {7) For matter of dealing which are in order to come before 
the church. (8) For miscellaneous business. 

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches, shall speak 
and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. · 

13 . Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold this 
church in fellowship, y.'ay be received into church without a letter, when it 
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is made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that he 
bas applied for a letter and could not obtain it because he desired to join this 
or some sister church. All other persons must join by letter or baptism. 

14. No member shall be received >vithout the unanimous consent of the 
members present, but unreasonable objections shall not be ,valid, unless with
drawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be tal(en under dealing 
with the church. , 

I ~ . When the moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform the 
.:burch what male members have been absent from three successive confer• 
ences and the Moderator shall appo10t some brother or brethren to cite each 
of them to the next conference. 

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been c1ted verbally or in 
writing to attend the trial, provided his residence be known to the church. 

17. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced, he shall 
not be examined till J:he question has been put to the church. Will you hear 
the testimony of the witness? 

18. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall be 
recorded in the church boo!c" 

19. Members dismissed from the church by lettc.r who becomes disorderly 
or continue to hold their letters without good reason shall be cited to confer
ence to answer for their misconduct. 

20. Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their petition if 
their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sincerely 
repented for their former evil, , 

21 . A vote shall not be taken upon any question without a move and a 
second, and all important questions the vote shall be taken by rising to the 
feet. 

22. No motion sbaJI be made while a move and second is before the 
conference. 

23 . It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himself 
from conference when an important question is to be decided: but a member, 
upon request may he exempted by the church from voting on either side in 
peculiar cases. 

24. No member shall leave the house during conference without a suffi· 
cient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without being subject 
to be called to order by the moderator. 

25. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good feeling ; those who speak must ris.: to their feet and add'!'ess the Modera· 
tor, and keep to the point in the debate. 

26. No one shall speak more than three timc.c on the same question with· 
out permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one be 
unreasonably long. 

27. When the M oderator speaks he must designate so.:-~e brother to act 
m his stead. 

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it can be to call the 
speaker to order . 

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the adn:tinistration 
of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saints' feet at least once a year. 

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the admin
istration should not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of dealing. 
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31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper 
occasions. 

n. No Licentiate shall he ordained until called in care of one or more 
churches. 

33. Any church that shall tolerate Holyrolerism in their house shall be 
regarded as encouraging heresy,' and shall be dealt wich for such. Also any 
church or pastor allowing preachers of Holy. Rollerism that is sinless perfec· 
tion as a second work of gmce or unknown tongue to occupy their pulp1ts 
shall be dealt with f0r enC(lUraging heresy. 

:>4. This decorum may be altered or amended by a rwo·thirds V(lte of the 
membershjp present at an}• two successive monthly conferences. 

CH URCH COVENANT 

I. Having been brought, as we humhl)• trust, by di\•mc grace mto the 
knowledge of our divine U>rd and Sav10r jesus Christ, and to devore our time 
and talents ro the interest of pure and undclilcd religion. we do solemn I)• cov· 
cnant with each other to walk to~cth~r in love and brotherly kindness and to 
elorif>• God through life as rhe onl)' hupc 111 death. 

., We al!rtt w l!xercise Christian love. and affection fnr each other tls 
memhcrs of the household of faith, that the. knowledge of truth nm)• be glori· 
lied in us and by us, to the end th~t we may he perfect in the will uf God 
through Christ Jesus concernin!! us. 

3. We endeavor to uphc>ld the pubhc worship of Almij:!hty Cod and or· 
dinances of His church, not to forsake the assemblin;; (lf our!'Ch-cs t••gether: 
that we will cheerfull)' cuntrihute of the means with which we are blessed 
fl•r the ministry among us and other n~'Cc..<.sa rr expenses of the church. 

4. We will not neglect thC' deVlltiunal exercises of secret prayer and the 
duties of family worship, and the training up of our children and those under 
nur care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjoyment of H eaven. 

5. We agree to m:glcct our secular or worldly avocation t•> attend the 
stated meetings of the church and to labor for its prosperit)' in the mC\St holy 
faith, believing that if we do this we let our light shine; if we fail to attend 
tv th..:.sc sacw.l duties wr prove ro be a stumbling block to the world and 
reproach to the church. 

6. We believe that all Christians arc endowed with certain talcms and 
influences, for the improvement of which thc)' will be acounrahlc to the Grear 
liC'ad of the churdl~ that if there arc unruly members in the church, it IS our 
duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them ro forsake 
rhCJr eV~Idoings, if they will not hear thee, take one or t\VO more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established: then if they 
will not bear the church, then let them be unto thee as an heathen man and 
a publican. 

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits \vith and 
commingling with drunkards arc sins which should be condemned by the 
church. 

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read this Covenant 
and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church on the opening 
of all church meetings. 
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DECORUM 

I. At the meeting of each session of the Association the office.rs of the 
preceding session shall preside until their successors shall be known. 

2. At each session and previous to proceeding to business the names of 
the ministers and delegates shall be called. 

3. At the close of each session the entire proeceding shall be read for 
correctjon and approval. 

4. Any person .v.rishing to speak shall rise and address the :nodei-J.tor. 
He shall connne himself w the question under consideration and avoid per· 
sonali tics. 

S. No person s~all speak more than twice on any subJeCt wHhout flCT· 
mtssion from the body. 

6. No motion shall be ~vithdrawn after ns diSCUSSion. 
7. When a questicm is under dis.:ussion no motion nr proposition shall be 

received except to adjourn, to lay on the tahle. to amend or postpone indeli· 
11itely, which several motions shall lx~ prcfcrrcJ in the order in which they 
;1 re stared . 

8. Nominations sh~ll he made h)' the Moc.kratoJ" o( the As.<ociation or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. Afrer motion has bc.:n decided any member havmg- voted 111 the affirm· 
arivc ma}• move a recon~idcration . 
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Greenwood lMirchcll IJ. T. Lee !Camilla IJ. B. Harris IOrnc~:a I I I I I II ll I I 28IS7.00l 
Saco --IMTtCilcfi--IT. H. Lee !Pelham I I I 21 I I I II I I 281 3.2 51 
Prosperity !Turner IW . B. Lawson !Ashburn !C. N. Massey !Doerun I I I I I I II I l11.70IS67.50 
Spring Hill IMitchcll I I l I · I I I I I I I I l _ _j_ 
Cannedy Chapel !Thomas T . 0 . C;111c l ' IL. G. Baldwin ICoolid~:e I 31 41 71 I II l I _5~ 5.001 
Midway Church !Colquitt !Walter Murphy jMoultric IL. c : Baldwin ]C'oolidge I II I II I I II 12191 5.601 8.00 
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