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At Budin, Colquit County, Georgia 
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OF F I CE~~ 

Rev. C. J. HarVey, Moderator ...................................................... Camilla, Ga. 

Rev. A. L. Sellen, Clerk and T reasurer ............................... - .... Camilla, Ga. 

Ex ec utiv e Co m m) tte e 
A. S. Faison ............................................................. ::.:·;····-··------· Moultrie, Ga. 

J. B. Kearns .................................................................................... Camilla, Ga. 

J. H . K. ]ones .................................................................................. Tifton, Ga. 

Claude Goebel .............................................................................. Moultrie, Ga. 

J. A. Brady ......................... - ........................................................ Omega, Ga. 

Artie Cone ..................................... - ................ _ ............................... Pavo, Ga. 

The next session of thia auociation will convene with Greenwood 

Church. Mitchell County, Georgia, W ednesday before the Ilourth Sunday 

in October, 1947. The Rev. Obie Cone to preach the Introductory aennon. 



' 

' ~: 

·~· ' . . 

J 

PROCEEDINGS 

Proceedings of the Twenty·First Annual Session of the Union Associa· 
tion of the United Freewill Baptist, convening with Bethlehem Church, 
O.:.Iquit County, Georg!a, October 23·24, 1946. 

The body was called together by the Assistant Moderator, Rev. J, L. 
Sloan, October 23, 1946. Song, "Hold to Gods Unchanging Hand", was 
sung and prayer by Bro. E. B. Norman. 

1 Called for Church letters and had them read, and enrolled the names 
of the delegates; then a motion was carried declaring the house in or.der 

.(br business. 

' Election of Officers-Rev. C. J. Harvey was elected Moderator; Rev. 
J. C. Weathers, Assistant Moderator; Rev. \V. G. Boyd, Cler a.nd Treasurer; 
but later it was decided that Bro. Boyd was not eligible and A. L. Sellers 
was elected to serve in his place. 

Names oft he Delegates: 

Midway: Sisters J. B. Rice, R. C. Ferguson, and E. B. Norman. 
Kenedy Chapel: Bro. B. H. Bradley and Sister Brock. 
Clements Bridge: Bro. David Morey. 
Liberty: Bro. and Sister Ewer, and Sisters Lorene Summer, Hucl Vin· 

son, and WJ11ie Norman. 
New Hope: .Bros. Joe McKeney, Bob Tucker, and David Sloan. 
Greenwood: Sisters C. J. Harvey and Clyde Harmon. 
Bethlehem: Bros. Frank Davis, J . L. Bell and Sister Bell. 
St. Paul: Bros. W. 0. Sumner, Mitchell Hinson, and Sisters Mitchell 

Hinson and Roy Wood. 
Thomasville: Bro. and Sister Holton and Bro. Duggan. 

Called for corresponding delegates from Sister Associations. 

Martin: Eld. C. R. Houston. 
Midway: Eld. H. L. Catrett. 
Chattahoochee: G. C. King. 
Little River: Bro. B. Baker. 
South Georgia: Eld. Ralph Lightly. 

Moved and carried that the Moderator extend the right hand of fellow· 
ship to the delegates. 

Next the appointment of committees. 

I failed to get the names of the committees as I was ap~inted Clerk 
later, and did not get this part of the manuscript. 

Motion carried to adjourn until Thursday morning. Dismissed by prayer 
to return at seven•thirty for services, Rev. H. L. Catrett to preach. 

I was not present but was tJ.:>Id that Bro. Catrett delivered a wonderful 
message which was very much enjoyed by all. 
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THURSDAY MORNING 

The body was called to order by '£he Moderator. Song, "I Want to 
Live On", was sung. Prayer by Sister Harmon. The Mod~:rator read L Cor. 
14 chnpte.r and 40 verse and the Clerk read the Decorum and the O.:>n• 
stitution. 

A motion then to go int.o misccllaneous business. A 'motion carried 
that the hody elect an Ordaining Council. Rev. C . L. Croft, Rev. ~- . L. 
Harrell and Rev. Obie Cone was elected by the body 3$ our Ordammg 
Council. 

Motion carried to elect dclegatt$ to Sister Associations. 

Georgia Union Association: Elder J. L. Sloan. 

South Goorgia Association: Elder E. B. Norman. 

Georgia Union: Elder and Sister C. J. Harvey. 

Martin Association : Elder and Sister Harvey. 

Midway Association : Elder C. J. Harvey. 

North Florida Conference: Bros. Obi~ and Artie Cone. 

State Association : Bro. J. H. K. Jont$, and Sister J. B. Rice. 

Moved and carried that the body pay the Clerk $25.00, also the Mod· 
era tor S I 0.00 for their services. 

Motion carried that we adjOU{n untJ1 one o 'dock. 

Sermon by Bro. Ralph Ligbuly. Le..<son, Joshua, 7 chapter, 11-13 
verses, and he brought us a wonderful messnge. 

Dismissed for lu.ncb and a very enjoyable dinner was served. 

ONE O'CLOCK THURSDAY P. M. 

The Moderator called the body together by singing song No. 37, "This 
World Is Not My Home". Ptuycr by Sister Rice. 

Report of the Executive and Finance Committee was read and re• 
ce.ived. A vote of thanks was rendered to the community and church for 
the great way in which they bad entertained the body while in their midst. 

No other business. Moved and carried to adjourn, to convene with 
Thomasville Church, ' but as ThomasV11le Church reports that they can't en• 
terta.in it, it will convene with Greenwood Church in Mitchdl County Wed· 
nesday before the fourth Sunday in October, 1947. Rev. Obic Cone to 
preach the introductory. 

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

We, your Committee on Preaching, reoommend that Elder H . L. Catrett 
preach tonight and Elder Ralph Lightly tomorrow at eleven o'clock. 

J. L. Bell, Chairman. 

COMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

We, your Committee on Nominations, lind that three churches have in· 
vited the Association for the next session. We agree that it convene with 
Thomasville Church. Elder Obie Cone to preach the introductory. 

Sister Willie Norman, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

We, your Committee on Resolutions, resolve that the preachers should 
live clean upright lives, leading others in the way of puce and righteous· 
ness. Resolved also, that laymen when called on to do some work for the 
Lord, should not say I can't, but say I will, by the help of the Lord. We 
rcoommeod that every Church have the right to send one delegate to every 
ten members. Also that all Freewm Baptist Ministers us.ing the sacred stand 
preach the Bible, be governed by our decipline as we believe it co be of the 
word of God. 

Rev. J. L. Sloan, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS 

W e. your Committee on Sabbath School, find only eight Sabbath Shcoals 
in the Association. We urge that every church ha,•e a Sabbath School. It 
will help to build your church and community. In Deut. 4:10 we read, 
"Specially tbe day that thou stoodest before the Lord Thy God in Horeb, 
when the Lord said unto me, Gather the people togetht r. and I will make 
them bear my words, that they may learn to fear me all ~ the days that they. 
shall live upon the earth, and that they may teach their children." Also in 
Matt. 28, 19·20, "Go ye therefore and teach all nations-teaching them to 
observe all things, wbauoever I command you." This includes the 'children. 

Sister E. B. Norman, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE 

We, your Committee on Temperance, urge this body and all of our 
people to study temperance and put it into practice. W e insist that you 
study the second chapter of Titus, Teaching us, that denying ungodliness 
and \\Orldly. lust we should live soberly, rightoudy, and Godly in this pres• 
ent world: I:ooking for that blessed hope, and the glorious app~ring of ' 
the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ." 

Rev. E. B. Norman, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON STATE Of CHURCHES 

We, your Committee on State of Churches, find ail churches in good 
condition so far as we know except Prosperity, and Liberty Churches. 

J. A. Brady, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON DESTITUTIONS 

We, your Committee on Destitutions, 6nd only one church without a 
Paso.>r, and it is the Pelham Church, which has ceised to exist. 

Rev. A. L. Sellers, Chairm3n. 

COMMITTEE ON MINISTERS AND DEACONS 

We, your Committee on Ministers and Deacons, 6nd all Ministers and 
Deacons in good standing so far as we know except Bro. Massey and Bro. 
w~athcrs. 

Name of Chairman Not Given . 

., 
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REPORT OF EXECUTIVE CO}I.{MITTE E 

We, the Executive Committee, rcp:Jrt as follows: In the summer be· 
fore our 19<45 session of this Association, we met at the home of Roy Pi!tton 
on 7th Street, T ifton, a.nd found that Bro. R. M. Massey had been put in 
ja11, charg~d with seducing Bro. Patton's 13 year old daughter. Also, he 
had been released from jail with a promise to leave Tift County and not 
return , which promise Bro. Massey has kept as far as we . know. He was 
notified to meet with us but did not do so. 

We declared Bro. Massey out o·f order and asked his church to deal 
with him, and call for his credentials. We also ..-.:lti6ed all the churches in 
this Association not to use him as pastor. • 

We were not given an opportunity to make report at the 1945 se.<sion, 
so we declare Bro. j . C. Weathers out of order for not calling for this re· 
port, ns he was Moderator at that time. 

We have tried to discharge our duty. If we have failed, or if we have 
gone beyond this duty, then we asJC to be instructed as to the scope of our 
jurisdicti:m, 

We offer thi& as our report at this time. als9 , tender with the report a 
~t-::tement from Bro. Patton and the Deputy Sheriff an order from the judge 
releasing Bro. Massey from jail. 

J. H. K. j ones, Ch'!irman, in. the Absence of Bro. Keams. 

REPORT OF THE FINA~CE COMMTTIE.E 

We., your Finance Comnrittec, lind, sent in by churches $~8 .86; balance 
in TreOU'Ut'Y $43.26. Reports of all the committees received and committees 
relieved. 

Obic Cone, Chairman. 

TREASURER' S REPORT 

Received from Finance Committee .................................. ........ - ........... $ 58.86 

Balance in Treasury ................................................................................ 4~.i6 

Total ................................................................................................ $102.12 

Paid ~derator ........ - ........................ - .................................................... $ 10.00 

Paid Clerk and Treasurer .................................................................... .. .. 

Paid State Association 

OUR DEAD 

2S.OO 

s.oo 

We, the Church New Hope at Murphy, regret very much the loss of 
our dear Sister Liuie Murphy. She was a very faithful member to her 
church, family, and communit'}'. We feel sure the sister has filled a vacancy 
in Heavey. May God bless and help New Hope Church. 

Our dead is Sistc.r Vercey Bradley. She is gone from us in body, but 
not in spirit, and we feel that her hss with us is Heavens gain. She "!as. 
born April 1 S, 1891, died March 14, 1946. 

From Kenedy Chapel Church. 

• 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS 

ORDAINED 

Elder J. L. Sloan ............. ·--···-·· ................................................. Moultrie, Ga. 

Elder Edward Norman .... ·-···--............... - ............................. Moultrie, Ga. 

Elder Obie Cone ..... --.. - ........... -~~ ................. --............... Moultrie, Ga. 

Elder W . F. Clar.k ............... _ ..................... ~ ............... ~ ••. : .. Thomasville, Ga. 

.Elder C. J. Harvey ...... --................ - ...................... ---·-····· ·'Camilla, Ga .. 

Elder W. A. Sellers .......... _._, .......... _ .. _ .................. - ............... Camilla, Ga. 

Elder A. L. Sellers .......... --............ - .......................... ___ ............. Camilla, Ga. 

Elder W. L. Harrell .................................... _ ...................... - .... Omega, Ga. 

Elder W . G. Boyd .......... - ................. - ... - ... ......... _ ........... Moultrie. Ga. 

Elder R. M ¥assey ...................................... .............. ................ Moultrie, Ga. , 

Elder john M. Ncwron ...................................... .......................... Moultrie, Ga. 

Elder C. L. Croft .................................................... ... - ..................... Pavo, Ga. 

Elder C. T. Renn ................ - .................................................... Moultrie, Ga. 

LICENTIATES 

Elder H. Wooten .............................. ................................................ Berlin, Ga. 

Elder }. M Ewer ........................... ........................ .......... ............. Moultrie, Ga.. 

Elder N. L. Lamb .. ...................................... .......... ....................... .. Meigs, Ga. 

Elder J. H. Russell ................................................................ Thnmasville, Ga. 

Elder Joe Barfield .................... ....................................................... ~ .... Pavo, Ga. 

Elder Rop McMurphy .. ............................. ~ ................... ....... Thomasville. Ga. 

NAMES OF THE COMMITTEES AS APPOINTED 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE BQARD 

The Executive Board of the Un~n Association met at Midway Freewill 
Baptist Church, Colquit County, January 30, 1947. 

Bro. J. B. Kearns, Chairman, 

Mrs. J. B. Rice, Clerk Pro•Tem. 
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Motion that Executive Board consider the.mselves in session. 

Discussion:-

First-Thnt Board take up matters of dealings with said parties: ·Rev. 
R. M. Massey and Re.v. J. C. Weathers. M.lved and cariied that the Union 
Association withdr.~w fellowship from Lberty and Prosperity Churches and 
silenc<! Rev. R. M. Massey and Rev. J. C. Weathers; both churches and 
ministers having been found out of order b)• the board. 

Motion carried that next session of the Union' Association convene with 
Greenwood Churc.h. 

Bro. J. B. Keams asked to be released as chairman '0( the Executive 
Board. Bro. J. H . K. Jones was elected to serve in his place. • 

Motion carried that this ooard appoint a man on each Associational 
Board. as follows: Mission, Rev. C. J. H;).rvcy, Camilla, Ga.; .Education, 
Bro. C. J. Faison, Hartsfield, Ga. ; Supcr3nuation, Bro. J. B. Kearns, Camilla, 
Ga. 

Moved and carried that the Clerk notify each church of ch3nge of 
place of the Association for the next session. 

Moved and carried that this body extend to Midway Church a vote of 
thanks for their rospitality, \ 

Dismitscd by Rev. H . L. Catrett. 

GOVERNMENT AND ORDrNANCES 

I. We be.Jic,•c that a gospel church, -or Church of Christ . i S3 congn:­
gration of Chri::ti~ns constituted . and governed according to the rulos laid 
down in the New Test:lmcnt. · 

2. That these rules requ:re churches to pre!!Crvc the form of govern· 
mcnt and the ordinance• of the 6t·st Christian churches and to be composed 
of baptized believers in Chra t. 

3. That t.be visible church is the aggrcgnte or whole number of Cos· 
pcl qburclks, and that the invisible church is GOI:lposed o f the redeemed 
now in Hcavc.n and such Christians on earth as arc not attached to the 
visible church according to the gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of a central cathulic govern.ment over the 
visible church, or any part thcroof, is a device of earthly Jlmbition rcpung· 
nant to the Word of Jesus, subservient to the churches and dangerous to 
the llberty of man. 

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tnbunals 
authoriz.cd by the · Sc:riprures; that each church bas the unrestricted right to 
administer its .own government without supervision or interference, being 
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that •if this right be 
surrendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. The churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates, 
form an usociation and declare the terms upon which t hey will lcecp up 
the corresp;Jndenc; but that the right and authority of churches bcing in· 
alienable, or in no way comprised or hindered by entering into an associa· 
tion has no authority over churches or individuals, their only power being 
o.:> transact business which does not pertain to churches in the:ir ecclesiastical 
capacity; o.:> promote natural intercourscs, and a conc~ntration of voluntary 
effort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal authority 
be giv<!n by any individual. 
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7. That the autboritl of the Churches is designated for the perpetua· 
tion of the tru<! religion o the Gospd, and for the pre5UVation of true and 
orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient klr the pur· 
pose intended, but it does not extend to persons, property or the co.nacience 
of men in any manner whatsoc\ler. ' 

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ 
and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in con• 
neetion with the belief in the 'fundamental truths of Christianity, and that 
to prescribe any other requisite of such membership is an auumption of 
authority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the Officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the 
elders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders, arc equal in ranlc 
though they may perform different functions-since some may be bishops • 
or pastors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, ·having 
no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching, 
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts 
that belong to the authority of the church-such as the reception of mem. 
hers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a mem· 
her of the church, be is not more than any other member, -and if he is guOty 
of transgression he is II;) be brought to trial before his brethren and con· 
victed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet 
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especially if tthe minister is to be 
tried upon a cp.arge of heresy. 

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in w.~tcr 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are 
ordinances to be observed in the church unt:il the Lord comes. 

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their ollicc of ordi· 
nation, by the imposition· of tbe hands of the presbytery and prayer. with· 
out which they are nor autborited to administer the otdinan·ce pertaining 
II;) their respective offices. 

14. No preacher •hall be ordained until he has been recommended by 
his church, and the church where he has been called and shall not pastor 
any church until ordained. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

l. The Church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular con• 
ference in Association year, or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for an 
indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, as long u he may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. Jo 

2. When it beromes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other 
time, but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be 
appointed at a monthly m.eeting of the church. 

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when be is ab· 
sent or does not sit as moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall 
be appointed to sit in his place, 

-4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it 
mall he to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions 
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made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and 
wine in administration of t he Lord's Supper. 

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or Mglect 
to putake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascenain the cause that 
the same may be laid before the church in conference if ncassary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it eball be his 
duty to do all the recording and writing penaining to the business of the 
church, and to preserve a 61e or the mi~utes of the Auxiation. 

7. When a Clerk is appointed, aU the books, minutes, etc., belonging 
to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his predeceasor. Also, 
it shall be the duty of the church clerk II.) revise the church roll at least 
once a year. It shall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the deacons and 
clerks of their churches in regard ..p> money for minutes. 

8. The church ahall hold a two·da}·J' monthly meeting embracing 
Sarurday and the Lord's Day k>llowing. the 61'$t of which shall be the "'gu· 
lar time of the eonference. • . 

9. It shall be the duty of every m~mber, male or female, to attend 
each conference meeting, if they can, for on that day the pastor is upected 
to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving pl;rin and pointed lcs· 
sons on OOc:rrine, discipline and the ru.les of holy living. 

10. Any male member who shall fail o attend three succcasive confer• 
ences, and :.ny member whatev~r of the church according to the C:~venant 
(Artid.: 5) shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for hi$ nt• 
glect; but the church may exempt membe.n from tbi5 rule i£ necessary. 

11. Conference i hall be opened a.nd conduct~d as follows: (I) Prayer, 
unless dh·ine ~rvice has ju! t been concluded, :md generally then. (2) In· 
v:te visiting brethren 'o seats. ( 3) Open the door for the rcccptioh o£ 
members. (<I) C;,JJ for absentees. ( 5) For acknowledgements. (61 For 
reference of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing which are in 
order b come before the church. (8) For miJCellaneous businCM. 

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers cal.led in from si!'U:r churches. shall 
speak and make motions or seconds, hut not alk>,.:ed to vote. 

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist chu.rch who does not hold this 
church in fe.llo"'Sbip may be received into the church without a letter when 
it is made apparent that his Christian character i.s unimpeachable and that 
he has applied for a letter nd could not obtain it because he desired to 
join . thl$ or some sister church. All other pcnons must join by Jetter or 
baptiSm. 

14. No membet shall be received without the unanimous consent of the 
members present, but unreasonable objec:tbna •hall be valid, un.lcss with· 
drawn, the members who m~e them shall be liable to be taken under deal· 
ing with the church. 

15. When the moderator calls for absentees the Clerk &hall inform the 
church what male memben have been abse.nt from three successive confer· 
enccs and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite each 
of them to the nut conference. 

16. No member 'shafl be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or 
in writing, to attend the trial, provided his residence is known to the church. 

' ' 
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17. When a witness, not :a member of the church. is introduc~d. he 
shall not be examined 'till the question has bun put to the church, Will 
yuu hear the tcrtimony of the witness7 

18. The evidence in every Cil$e of druing and ackn.owledgement shall 
be recorded in the church book. 

19. Members dism~d from the church by letter who berome disorder· 
ly o r continue to bold their letters without good reuon shall be cited to 
ct.nference to answer for their misoonduct. • 

20. Expelled mcmben1 shall be rcrtoted to fellowship on their petition 
if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin• 
ccrdy repented for their formrr evil. 

21. A vote £hall not be taken up:1n questions without a move :and a 
second, and on all imponant questions the vote t hall be wen by rising to 
th~ feet. 

22. No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the 
ronferencc. 

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himscH 
from conference when an imponant question is to be decided, but a mem. 
bcr. upon request, may be exempted by the church from voting on either 
side in pcculiu cases. 

H. No member shall leave the house. during conference without a 
sufficient OU$C, nor engace in conver".H~tion or whispering without beinc 
subject to be called to order by th£ moderator. 

25. All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good feeling, those who speak rnmt rise to thear feet and address the Mod· 
crater, and keep to the point in the debate. 

26. No one shall apeak more than three times on the same quenion 
without permission from the Moderator. nor shall the remarks of any one 
be unreason~bly long. 

27. When the Moderator speaks he must designate some brother to act 
in h~ stud. 

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is to call the 
apeaker to order. · 

29. Jt shall be the duty of each church to attend to the ad~nistration 
of the Lord's Supper and washing of t he Saints' feet at least once a year. 

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad· 
ministration should not be defured on account of any ordinary matter of 
dealing. 

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer &hall be observed on proper 
occasions. 

32. That uch mmllter preach and pract1ce the same doctrine. and 
principles. And each church do the same as set up by Christ and follow 
the apostolic doctrine and follow it closely. 

33. This Decorum may he altered or amended by a two·thirds vote of 
the membership present at any two succeuivc monthly conferences. 



10 THE UNITED J;REEWILL BAPTISTS 

CHURCH COVENANT ' 
1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine gnce into tbe 

knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour j esus Christ, and to devote our 
time ~nd talent& to~ iotere&t of pure and undefiled religion, we do sol· 
emnly covenant with each other to walk together in love and brotherly kind· 
ness and o glorify God through life as the only hope in death. 

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for each other 
as members of the household of faith, that the knowledge of truth may be 
glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect· in the Wt11 of . 
God through Christ Jesus concerning us. 

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty Goo and 
ordinances of H is church, not to forsake 'the assembling of ourselves to• 
gether; th:1t we will cheerfully contribute 'lf the means with which we are 
blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the 
church. 

4. . We will not neg)~ the de.votional exercises of secret prayer and 
the duties of family wor~I!1'P. and the' training up of our children and those 
under our care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjoyment of 
Heaven. · 

f . We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend the 
stated meetings of the Church and to labor for it& prosperity in the most 
holy faith believing that if we oo this we let our light shine; if we fail to 
attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block to the world 
and reproach to the church. . 

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents and 
influences, for the. improvement of which they will be accountable ll:l the 
~~t Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the cl>urch. 
•t IS our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them 
to forsake their evil ooings, if they will not bea.r thee, take one or two or 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab· 
lished; then if they will not bear the church, then let them be unto thee as 
an beaten man and a publican. • 

7. We believe the Worldly d~ce and drinking ardent spirits with and 
commingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemned by the 
church. 

. 8 . . It shall be the duty of all yastors to read this Covenant and to ex• 
plam every part and clause thereo to the church on the opening of all 
church meetings. 

DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION 

I. At the meeting of each session of the Association the officers of 
the preceding session shall preside until their successor shall be lroown. 

2. At each session and p revious to proceeding to business the names 
of the ministers and delegates shall be called. 

3. At the close of each session the entire proceeding shall be read for 
correction and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the Madera• 
tor. He shall conlne himself to the question under consideration and avoid 
personalities. 

.. 
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5. No person shall speak roore than twice on any subject without per· 
mission from the body. 

6. No motion shall be withdrawn alter its discus.sion. 

7. When a question is under discussion no motion 'lr proposition 
sh~ll be rccdved exttpt to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or post· 
pone indefinitely, which several moti,ns shall be preferred in order in 
which they nrc stated. 

8. Nominations shall be made by tlie Modentor of the Association or· 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. Aftter motion has been dcdded any member having wtted in the 
afiirmative may move a reconsideration. 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without per· 
mission from the presiding officer, and none shall take final leave of ab< 
scnce without permission from the body. 

ll. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit· 
ted to its consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Association 
by a majority vote. 

13. Nu church shall liberate any minister coming from any other dt· 
nomination untn he has been examined by th~ Ordaining Council and re• 
ccivcd credentials bearing their approv~l. 

CONSTITUTION 

I. This Association shall hereafter ~ known as the Union Frecwi.ll 
Baptist Association. 

2. It shall be composed d: ( 1}. The ministers, both ordained and 
licensed, belonging thc.reto; (2). Legal delegateS from the churches com· 
posing the same. 

3. Requirement& of churches: Each church $hall be required to send 
cp an annual report to the Association in which they shall make a brief 
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister 
whose mtmbcrsbip is with them, give name and post office of the Church 
Clerk, give the number baptiud, received by letter, dismissed by letter, re­
stored; excluded, and died, the number of members, and the amount paid 
ror Associational purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association shall be considered •an advisory 
body and shall control its own government without suspension or inter-fer· 
ence, bdng under Christ essentially independent and absolute, J 

5. This body shall be ronsidered an advisory council whose duty it is 
to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous res· 
sion and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled. and while 
Lhere it shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the 
Association and to use their best inOuence to promote a mont and benevo• 
lent means and institutions such as education, Sabbath Schools, missionary 
work, etc. 

6. The Officers of this Association shall be a Moderator, Clerk and 
T rcasurcr. to be chosen by ballot. 
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7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association muse 
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. That all churches sending to this As9;x;ation shall be allowed not 
more than three delegates. 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of 
this Association by a majority of votes, 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 
I. We believe that there is but one> living, true and eternal God, the 

Fa.thcr of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, glorious and 
ilrunut:1ble in His attributes.-!. Cor. 8 :6; !sa. 40:28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all 
things, the only begotten Sun of God, born of the Virgin Mary, whom God 
freely sent into this "-'Jrld, because 'of the great love wherewith He lov«** the 
world; and Christ ;u freely gave Himself a ransom for all, ta!iting death 
for every man; who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended 
into H eaven, from whence we look: for Hiin the. second time in the clouds 
.of Heaven at the last' day to judge both quick and dead.-1. Tim. 2:5; H eb. 
2:9; St. John 3:16; Rev. 1:7; Acts H:H ;.J. John 2:2. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious g:ft of the 
Father through His dear Son, .unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth 
sinners borne to God.- St. John 16 :7•8; t>cts 2:4; Epb. 2:1; Epb. 4:46. 

4. We believe in the l,leginning God made man upright, and placed 
him in a state df glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he 
voluntarily by trangrcssion, fell, and by that means brought on himself a 
,miserable aud mortal state subject to deatli.-Cen. 2:17; 3:19. 

'>. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish, but that 
aU should come to repentence and the knowl~dge of truth, that they might 
be uved: for which end Christ hath commanded the Gospel to be preached 
among all nations and to every creature.-Marlc 16:15; Luke 24:4'7; John 
3:15·17; I. Tim. 2':4. 

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Christ 
wno died for him, but a.s the Scripture has said, (or denying the Lord that 
bought them; because they believed not in the na.me of the only begntten 
Son of God. Unbelief, therefore being the cause why the just and right• 
e:>us God of Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against 
all argument that all men at one time or other, are found in such capacity 
as that throul!h the grace of God they may be eternally saved.-Acts 17 : 30; 
Mark 6:6; H eb. 3:10; I . John 5:1-10. 

7. We believe the whole Scriptures arc infaUibly true, and that they 
arc the only rules of faith and pra.ctice.-U. T im. 3: 16, 17. 

8. We believe in the doctrine of General Provisi::>n made of God in 
Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and believe the Gospel. 
-Luke 14:16·20; Matt, 28:19·20; Luke 13:3·5; Acts 3:19; Mark 1:15. 

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy 
Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Goo.t offers H is divine 
aid to all the human family; so as they all might be happy, w<;>uld they give 
place to His divine teachings; whereas, such who do not receive the divine 
impressions of His H oly Spirit, shall, at a future day, own their condemna· 
tion just, and charge themselves with their own d.amnation for wilfully re• 
jeering the offers of , sovereign grace.-Matt.· 11 :27; St. John 6:45•65; Ps , 
I :I; Tit. 2:11· 12; )cr. 22:29. 

•. 

'-t 

1, 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 13 

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men, but ungodly 
men, were of old ordained tot condemna.tion, cons.idered such wbo turn' the 
grnce of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God and our Lord 
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves 
swift destruction; but we observe that they, and such the Apostle saitb be· 
cause th~y receive not the love of the trl,!th, that they might be saved there· 
fore the indignation a.nd wrath of God is upon every sould of man that 
doe(b evil, living and dying therein; for there is no respect ~:~f persons with 
God.-]ude 1:4; 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Thes. 2 : 11-12; Rom. 2:9· 11. 

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, havin.g not actually • 
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons, are only su_bject 
to the first death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam, 
and not th~t any of them dying in thJt state, shall suffer punishment in 
hell by the guilt of Adam's sin, for "of such is the Kingdom of God."-1, 
Cor.,. n:22; Matt. t8:2·5; Mark 9:36·37; Matt. 19:14. 

i 1. We believe that good wvrks are the fruits of a saving faith, and 
that in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the use of those 
means, eternal life is prom.i5ed to men.-Rcv. 21:14·15, Isa. 1 : 19·20: Matt. 
7:8; Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:l4·35. 

13. We believe that no man h:u. any warrant in the Holy Scriptures for ' 
justification before God through his own words, power or ability. which be 
has in ;uod of himseli, only as he by grace is made able to come to God 
through )~sus Christ; believing tbe righteousness 9f jesus Christ to be im· 
putcd to aU believers for their eternal acceptance with God.-Rom. 4 :24; 
Acts 8:20·21. 

14. We believe that all things are f\lrcscen in the wisdom of God. so 
that God knoweth whatsoever can or C~nnot come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions: ret not as having dec:rccd any person to everlasting life; out 
of respect or mere choice further than He hath appointed the godly unto 
life. and the ungodly, who die in sin, unto deatb.-Heb. 4 :13; Prov. 8 :22· 
31; Matt. 25 : 31•46. 

5. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believers' baptism, 
laying on of bands, receiving of the .;acramcnt in bread and wine, washing 
the Eaints feet, anointing the sicl.:. with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting, 
prayer, singing praise to G•'Jd, with every institution of the Lord we shall 
6nd in the New Testament.-Mark 16:15·16; Acts 8·17; Acts 19:6; Luke 
22:19·20; John 13 :5·17; Jas. 5:14. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and that 
believers are the only subjects for baptism.- Matt. 3 : 16; Mark I :~·19; Acts 
2:38·39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We believe in a general resurrection of the death and a 6nal judg· 
ment at the last day.- Jobn 5:28·29; 2 Cor. 5:10. 

I 8. We believe the happiness o f the righteous is eternal and the tor­
ments of the wicked are cndless.-Matt. 25:46. 

PETITIONARY LETTER FROM A CHURCH TO AN ASSOCIATION 

··~-····· .. ··-·---·······-·--··-····················· Freewill Baptist Church of Christ 
This the ............................ day of .................................. ............ A. D ., 19 .. - .. 

To the ..................... - ............................. _. Freewill Baptist Association 

&endeth greetings: We constitute a Freewill Baptist Church by Elder 

with ··--···--· memben. 
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We have adopted the Articles of Faith, Covenant and Decorum of the ·Free· 
will Baptist Church. We are at peace. We have called as pastor, Elder 
·- ········· .. ··-····---...... _ ....... ___ ................... , __ , ... _ We send as our 
delegates, Brethren .......................... - ................. - ................. _, __ , ............ .. 
We do humbly petition ............................... - ... - ............. - ............... Frccwm 
Bapt.ist .Association for membership in the same.. We send for minutes 
$ .......................... _, Hoping our humble. petition will be ·granted, we a~c, 

Your brethren in Christ. 
.................................................................. - ....... , Moderator. 

.................................... -· _ ................... ........ , Church Clerk. 

CHURCH LETTER 

........................................... _, __ .. ...,. ... ___ Freewill Baptist Church of Christ 

This .... - ................ _. __ day of ............................................ , A. D., 19 ...... .. 

This i6 to c;ertify that ..................... - ........... : ...... --.............. - ............ . 
is a member of the aoove named church in gooa standing and is hereby at 
b..is or her request dismissed from us. Done by order of the church in con· 
ference. T his letter will be void after six months. · 

....................... : ...... ...................... ................. _,,,, Moderator. 
_ , .... ............ ........................ __ , ...... ..... - ... , Church Clerk. 

HOW TO ORGANIZE A CHURCH 
When any number of converts, not less than 6vc, desire 1>.> constitute 

a . c?urch, the _follc:>wi'!g order sho~l~ be observed: (A) The officiating 
m1mstcr sbal~ mquare 1nto the Chnsuan character and ability of th.e mem· 
hers to sustam the church. This being satisfactory, (B) The minister . shall 
then read the Articles of Faith, and 6nding they have obeyed and adopted 
the same, (C) He shall then read the Church Co,·enant, while the congre• 
gation joins in •inging a suitable hymn. .(D) He shall llave the m=bers 
to extend to each other ~he right hand of fellowship. (E) He shall then 
offer a prayer of consecrat10n. (F) He shall tht n declare the b.ldy organized. 

ORDER OP BUSINESS 
The order of business shall be as follows: ( 1) The election of a Clerk. 

(2) The election of deacons. (3) The election of a. treasurer. (4) The dec• 
t ion of a pastor. (5) The selection of a name. (6) The selection of a day 
of worship. (7) .Adjournment. 

FORMS 

FORM FOR UCENSE 
This is DD certify that the beare.r, Brother ........... - ...... - ............... ___ _ 

·-·----........................................ _,_,_ of the County of ·--.......... - ..... .. 

State of - ........................ ~--...... ,_ is a regular member of the Freewill 
Baptist Church. in the said county of ............ __ ,,,._, ...... : ___ ,,_ .. ,, .. . 

State of - ........................................ __ is hereby licensed to preach the 

TWENTY-FIRST ANNUAL SESSION 

Gospel for one year. One by order of the church in oonference. 
This .............................. day of ................. '--.............. .A. D., '19- ...... . 

Signed ............................. --.................. - ................. , Moderator. 

Ordaining CounciL 

ORDER OF ASSOCIATIONAL BUSINESS 

1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with prayer . 

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of ministers 
and delegates enrolled . 

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Trcasur~r by 
ballot. 

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 
5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us . 

6. Cal! for Corresponding Messengers. 

7. Appoint Co'!lmittees : (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Litera· 
ture ; (c) Temperance; (d) Church and Destitution; (e) Education; (f) 
Ministers; (g) Sunday Schools and Literature; (b) Resolutions; (i) Finance; 
(j) Card of Thanks . 

8. UnJinished business. 

9. Report of committees. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 

I I. Adjournment. 
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