


PROCEEDINGS 

Proceedings of the Twenty·Second Annual Ses$ion of the Union As· 
soc:auon of the United fr~ewill Baptist l'\•s~dat.on. convening with Green · 
w.H>d Chur~h. Mitchell C Junt)•, Georgia. Octohrr 22·23, 1947. 

The bod)' was oiled to order hy singing song. "The(!, Ssall Be shower> 
of Blessing.'' The dcvntmnal was 1-y Rev. C. j . H arvey, usinJ~ s;riptur.- • 
roadmg found in P""lms I ~6. 

C..llcd fe>r Church lcttc•s and <cattng ddcgatcs. EIJer Neal H.. Parrish 
;111d M rs. J. B. R1ce were app111ntcd t<> read thl· letters as follow.: 

Bethelem ~ 13~·. and S"t : r ) . W. Croft anJ .~ . C Norman . 
Ckmmcm Bridge : Bm. Eugene Bundy. 
Crccnwuod : Szs tcn< C. j . H>rvcy and j . F. Hormon. 
Mlclway; .S~ters W . C . Fai>on. W . R. Dunlap and j . B. Rice. 
K~ntd)· Chapel: Bro. and S:stcr Mark Bronk• and Brtl. Jim C:ann01n 
Sprzng Hzll: Ststcrs H . E. Marcy :znd D. B. Marcy . 
S:. Paul : Sister :\lma \Vuud)•. Bro. W . R. Crcsby. and Bro M,,nro;: 

j USliC< . 

Thomasvzllc : 
Tallah o>-£cc : 

Sts tcrs C . T . Surrency. W . B Dunlap. ancl D. C::. Km~. 
Bm . L. R. B1•ran. 

lnvzun~: \'ISzting hrothc" to srt m uur hocl y. 

AdJuorn ft1r preachzng. 

Reupenzng h)' s;ng.n~t sung N·•· c.:; , from Cala\·ary Son~ BP~k . Prayer 
b y Bn.l. Ktng. 

In tlltroducting sermun W:Js preached by Elder Ob•e Cone. Text Scrip· 
tu:c : "Follow Me :\.S I loll nw C.ln>t." wh•ch was a wonderful mc.sagt. 

D1smi~scd for lunch by Rc\'. L. S :\nthony. 

t\ftcr hnvzng hecn •cn·cd buurHi full' wllh rclr<<ltrncnu. the t-ody was 
c:. llcd to " rder by ~~~~ ~int~ Hymn 110. " He Is Ahk tr.> Ochwr The.-." led 
b)· Rc''· L•l!htsc )'. 

D~\'UlhJOal by Rev. C. ). Hai'\'C)'. 

Scrzpture rext 12 \'cr;cs or G<n. ·' · 
Prayer by Rev. E. C. Morr.s. 

T he .Mudcra tor then dcdared zn Clrder for bu••ne•• 

Eiectlilll of u/liccrs: 

Elcltr C . J. Harvey. M udcrator. 
Elder J. 0 . Brurnby. Ass;Hant Modcrat.,r. 
M n . J. B. Rzce. Clerk and Treasurer . 
Eldcz A . L, Scllars. A;stst.artt Clerk . 

ElrctiJ n was held hy Rc,·. Lz~htscy and Bro. C . C . Kzn:;:. 
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0.11 for petition lel1:t'rs. 

TallahaHre Freewill BoptiH Church prc.rnted a letter asking prrmi~· 
sinn to jum our body and was acccprcd. 

Called for COI'rC"!'Onding del<-gatrs and vi~tor! from Sister A~~ociation$. 

Linlc Rh·cr: M. M. Franks and Ro..o;; Speer. 
Chattahoochee: Eld. L. S. Anthl.)n)' and G. C. King. 
Midway : Eld. E. C. Williams. and Eld. T. B. Mofcn. 
Georgia Union: Eld. Neal H . Parrish, j . T . Barlett. Mr. and Mrs. 

). C. Smi:h and B. J. Tucker. 
South Georgia: Eld. Ralph l.ightsq·. 
Georgia State: Eld. E. C. Morris. 
North Florida: H . C. Cruce. 

Moved and carried that Moderator extend the right hand of fellow· 
ship to the dcle~atcs. 

Next the app.>intment of committees. 

DevotiOnal: SISters j . F. Harmon, \\1, R: Dunlap and Alma Woody. 
Denominational LiteralUrc: Sisters C. J . Harvey, \V, C. F.Json and 

D. B. Marcy. 

Temperance: Sister~ ~ub Marcy and C. L. Surrency, Bro. W. R. 
Crosby. 

Destitutions: Jim Ca\'non. D. C.' King, and j. W. Croft. 
Education: Elders E. B. Norman. \V. L. Harrell , and A. L. Sellars. 

M1nstcrs: Monr.;>C Just •ce. A. C. Norman, and J. W. Croft. 

Sunday School: M:s. Mark Brooks, Re,·. C. T . Renu.. and Rev. W . 
A. Sclla1-s. 

Resolutions: Eld. W . L. Harrell, Obic Cone, and C. L. Croft. 
Finance: Sisters j. F. Harmon, W. C. Faison, and .C. J. Harv~y. 

Rev. E. C. Morris, State Promotional Worker spoke on the varioll! 
phases of the cause in general, which the State Association 5ponso:s. H: 
urged that we support with our means and prayers, The Sibil! Sch:JOI, Horne 
and Forei&.n Missi:ms. and Suprr~nnuation. He also stated the oecc.<Sity 
of sub>cnbmg to our denominational paper the •·Freewill Baptist." in order 
to keep ourselves well informed on the activities of our State and Nationa.l 
Associ::tions. He also stated that the service o f the promotional worker is 
available to all churches in the state desiring it. A collection was taken 
for Bro. Morris. wh1ch amounted to $18.25. 

Eld. Vester Burkett, Moderator of the Jasper Alabnma Association. rep· 
resenting the Freewill Baptist Orphanage, Eldridge, Ala., gave a short talk 
on the phases of the work being done there. 

Motion to adjourn. 

Dismissed by Eld. J. 0 . Brumby. 
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TWE:-ITY·SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 

EVENING SERVICE 

Open by song services. led by Rev. E. C. Morri~. 
Prayer b)• Eld. E. C. Williams. 

Sermon by Eld , Nul H. Parrish. 
spiring message was given. Prayer br 

Dismimd by Eld. \V. A. Sellars. 

Scripture 11 Tim. 3·3. 
Eld. A. L Sellars. 

THURSDAY MORNTNC-10 O'CLOCK 

A very in• 

The body was called to order by the Moderator. Song. "Footst~ps of 
Jesus". wa> sung. The De\'Jtional was led by Eld. W. L HarrelL Scripture 
J>s. 133 . Prayer by Eld. W. L Harrell . 

Song, "The Fight Is On'", was >ung. 

Open for businc.-s.<. 

Roll called of Minisrrrs and Delegates. 

Mouon and carried that the body rcces. I 5 minut<'S to compk t: com· 
mit tees. 

Dismissed by Eld. A. L. Sdlar~. 

Reassemble . Prayer by Eld. T. B. Mulctt. 

Moved and Camed that we dc~pcnsc of regular business and rake up 
mi~ccllaneous bus-inc~s. 

Bro. G. C. King . gave repurt from Chattah:>ochee Asoociauon. Th1£ 
session held being I 12th year of AssociatiOn. 

Next session to be held at Bethel Church. ncar Ideal. Ga .. <m Thurs· 
day and Friday. a:ter the first Sunday in October. 1948. 

Georgia Union: J. C. Smith giv1ng report. Next session to be held 
at Liberty Church, Macon. Ca .. Thursday and Fnda)•. after the first Sunday 
in Oc~Jbcr. 1948.' 

Midway: Eld. T. B. Molen reporting . Next •cssion to be held at 
Zion Church. Blaklc)•. Ca., Wcdnc~dar and Thursday. before the fir>t Sun· 
day in October. 1948. 

South Georgia: No report. 

North Florida: No report. 

Reports of .;,ur delegate~ t :> S.stcr Assoc1atmn•. Each on~ rep rting 
1n a spiritual and going lorward way. 

Georgia Uniun : S1Her C ]. Han·cy. 

State Assoc1at1on : Mr". j . B. Rice. and j. H. K. Jones. 

M artin : Eld. C. J. Harvey. 

Midway: Eld. C. j . Harvey. 

Motion and carried to fleet delegate" to S~>te r Association, 

Chattahoochee : Eld•. C. J. Harvey. and A. L Sella ... 
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Midway: Elds. A. L. Sellars. and C. J. Har,·cy. 
Go:>rgia Union: Sister C. J. Harvey. 

Martin: Eld. A. L. Sellars. 
South Georgia: Eld. A. L. Sellars. 

North Florida : Elds. C. J. Harvey, and A. L. Sellars. 

State .Association: Bro<. Artie Cone. and Mark Brooks. 

Adjourn for preaching. 

Dismi~scd by 'Rev. P. E. Lester. Pastor of Hopeful Baptist Church. 

Rcas.emble. Opening song, "Send the Light.'' Sermon by Rev. E. C. 
M jrris. Scripture reading. Matt . 28-19. A well delivered missionary scr· 
mon was given. 

Dismissed for lunch by Rev. Abie Cone. 

Open for .-.ftcrnoon session by singing so~&. "Jesus Paid It All." 

Repons of comrrutttts were read and rece1ved. Moved and carried 
that tre body pay the Clerk $25.00; the Moderator SIO.OO. and send $10.00 
the State Association. 

A '"'te of thanks was cendered to the community and church for tb.c 
great way in which they had entertainc<!, the bod.y while in their midst. 

Eld. C. J. Harvey wa$ ele\fcd Field Worker of the Association . 

Special c.Qmmittees appointed. 

On Scripture in Minutes: Elds. W . L. Harrell, W . A. Sclla10. Abic 
Cone, and C. L Croft. 

Investigating Committee: J. H. K. Jones, Abic C:mc, and J. A. Brady. 
Minster to Preach Doctornal. 

Sttmon in Each Church of A!i.=:iation: Eld. W . L. Harrell. Each 
e<hurc.h to pay his expenses. 

Mouon and carried that Ordaining Counce! be retain as fo.llowing: 
Elds. W . L. Harrell, C. L Croft. and Abie Cone. 

Motion and carried that the Moderator appoint two members on Exccu. 
tive &.>ard. Composed of J . H. K. Jones. Chairman: J. B. Kearns, Artie 
Cone. J. A. Brady, and C. j . Fa:S:>n. 

Motion and carried tbat 400 Minutes be printed. 

No other business. Moved and carried to adjourn, to convene with 
St. Paul Church, near Omega. Ga .• on Wednesday and Thursday, after the 
3rd Sunday in October, 1948. 

Rev. J. 0 . Brumby to preach the introductory sermon. Rev. W. L. 
HarreU alternate. Song, "God Be With You." Dismissed by Mrs. E. C. 
Morris. 

.. 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES 

We, your Committee on Dcvouonal. rec.;:>mmcnd that Eld. Neal H. Par· 
mh. preach tonight and Rev. E. C. Morris Thur$day at II o'clock . 

Mrs. J. F. Harmon, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

W c. )'OU r Com mince on Education, sec that there are many branch Of 
of education, this being true. ad,;se parents that they be 'tarcful as ttl what 
branch of education t.heir children persue. 

First. that their training in the home he Christly. as we he1irve th,, 
Sulumun was right in saytng. train up the child in the wa>• it should' go 'and 
wh..-n it is old will not depart from it. 

Also. we recommend that the Union Arsoctation cooperate with the 
educatF)nal program of the National Association. in preparing a pi ICC for 
uur children to go when they lca,·c home for h1~hcr educational trainin•:. 
that we cnn be sure that they w1ll be under Christian influences and will he 
taught the doctrine of 8lllvation a< we hdiC\•c it . 

A . L. Sellars. Chairman. 

DEN.OMINATIONAL LITERATURE COMMiTTEE 

We beliC\'c rnost of our churches use clltr denuminatiunal lit~cr.nure. We 
would ltke to >ec n ur own literature in <111 our aux1liartcs of th..- c.hurch. 
Also. would like to sec our F. W . B. paper 111 all our h11m cs. for hy .amc 
we C3n l'Ce whai othl'r F W. B. arc doin,:. 

Mrs. C. J. Harvey. Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON MINSTERS 

'J.ic find all min•tcrs 1n order as far as can learn from the churchc, 
rcprcscl)(ed. We suggest :t committee to g~> to Salem Church ~ .. invcsu~:atc 
and dtffcrcning. 

Monrc1c Justice. Chairmnn. 

COMMJTTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS 

We find our Sunday Schools usc Frcc,vill Bapt.st literature. 
by the Frccwtll BaptiH Publishing Co .. Aden. N. C. We m;1st 
church endeavor to organite and carry on Sunda}' School work . 
.mm1rnd that they also organtzc Young People League Work. 

\Vc find onl)• four Sllnday Schools reported . 

publishe-d 
thnt each 

W..- rec· 

Mn . Mark Bm:~k s. Ch!irman, 

COMMITTEE O'N DESTITUTIONS 

W e 6nd all chur(hts suppl1cd wuh pa<tnr>. 
Jim Cannon. Chatrrnan. 

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE 

W e feel like we have some in temperance in our people. We he· 
clive if our .people were more tcn1percnt we would .not ha~c as many wrecks 
on highways. Let's all pray that we may walk more Chnstly and ratsc our 
chudrcn so that we may be a temperate people in all th ings. 

M rs. C. T . Surrency. Chaiman. 
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COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

We, your Ulmmittec on Resolutions, 6nd the great need of going for· 
ward first, for the Association to out a field worker. SecOnd. to have our 
Union meeting records put in th< Association Minutes. Third. that n~ 
brother •erve as ModeratOr more than 2 years. Fourth. that this body ap· 
point a committee to search scripture of minutes for reference correction . 
Fifth. that each church havr. a home mi~sion board and usc a budget plan. 
,Sixth. that this body appoint a man to visit each church and preach a 
doctornal sermon, with each church paying hi; expenses. 

W. L. Harrell, Chairman. 

No report from Executive Board . 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE FIND 

Sent in by Local Churches ............ .......... .'...... ............................ ........... $64.70 

Ba!ance in Treasury .. ........ ... ................... ........... ........... ......... ....... 2.70 
Mrs. j . F: Harmon, Chairman. 

Report of all committee~ received and committe<S relieved. 
' 

TREASURER'S REPO~T 

Received from Finance Committee ..... .... ~.. .... .... ................ ... . . ............. $67.40 

Freewill Offering .................................................................................... 12 69 

Total········· ······-· .. ·········;··· ........... .......................................... ......... . $80.(9 

Paid M;)dcrato~ ........ ........................ ......... ............ ......... ......... ................. $ 10.00 

Paid Clerk and Treasurer 
-u•••••••·• • • • ••••••••• ••••••• ••••••oooooooo • ••••••• ••••••••••••oooooooo 

Paid State Association 
•••• •••-••• • •••••••••••~•·•••••·•·•••••••• •-••••••••••• ••• oo••• •••• • •••••••• •••• 

Paid Out Total 
u••• ••••••••••••••• ••• •••• • • • •••••••••••••••••·• ••••••••• • •••••; ••••••••••• •• • 

25.00 

10.00 

$45.00 

Balance in Treasury ... - .......... ................................................................. $35.09 

Received Later Check from ]. H. K. Jones, St. Paul, Nov. 7, 1947 $20.00 

From A. L. Sellars, Greemvood, Nov. 12, 1947 .......... ....... - ........... 3.00 

From Artie Cone, Kennedy Chapel, Nov. 25, 1947 ........... ... ....... . .. 5.00 

$63.09 

• 
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS 

O RDA INED 

Elder Edward Nllrman Thomas\·ille. Ca. 

Elder Ohic Cone .. - ....... ......... .. ... .......... ................... .... ......... ..... . Moultrie, Ca. 

Elder C. j . Hilrvey .......... .... ................ ...... , . ............. ....... .... .......... Camilla, Ca. 

Elda W . :\ . Sellers .. ......... .......... .. .......... ....... .... ............ ....... ~ ...... . Camilla, Ca. 

Elder A. L. Sellers .... ....... .......... ................ ............ ....... ........ .. ...... .. Cam~la.' .C .. . 

Elder W . L Harrell ....... ....... ............. ..... .... .. ................ ..... ......... .... Omega, ·ca. 

Elder john M . Ncw~Jn ......... ........... ......... ......... ......... .. ............. Moultrie. Ca. 

Elder C. L. Croft ........ .. ..... ......... ................. ........ ...... .... .. .... .. ....... Barney. Ca. 

Elder C. T. Rent: ... ........ .... . .. ....... .. .................. ... ......... ..... .... ..... Muultrie . C.t . 

Elder ) . 0 . Bru mb)' ......... . ... .... ........... .. ........ ......... ......... .. .. .. Talbha~scc, Fb. 

LICENTIATES 

Elder H . \Vumen ......... ..... ... ...... .. ..... .... .. ... ....... ..................... ......... .. Bcrhn. C". 

Elder N. L. Lamb .. ............... ... ......... ..................... ........ ... .......... .... Meigs. Ca. 

Elder j . H. Rlls~cll ....... ..... ..... .......... .... .................. .. ... .......... Thumas,·illc. C.t. 

Elder Rop McMurph)' ............. .... ............ ............. .. ...... ........ . Thuril:.s,·illc, c ... 

Elder Willie J. Clover ...... .... ..................... .. . : .... ............. , .. .... Monttccllu. Fla. 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

I. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, i sa congre· 
gration of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules laid 
down in the New Testament. 

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the (orm of govern• 
mtnt and the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed 
of baptued believers in Christ. 

l . That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of Cos• 
pd dhurches. and that the invisible church is composed of the redeemed 
new in Heaven and such Christians on earth as arc not attached to tht> 
v1sible church according to the gospel rules. 

4. That the establishment of;. a central catholic government over the 
\'isible church, or any part therrof. is a device of earthly ambition repung· 
nant to the Word of Jesus, subservient to the churches and dangerous to 
the liberty of mas;.. . 

5. The Gospel churches are the only eccl~iastical bodies or tnbunals 
authorir.ed by the Scriptures; that each chl!rch has the unrest(ictcd right to 
administer its .:>wn government without supervision or interference, being 
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if this right be 
surre.ndcrcd to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the 
assembly c.:ases to be a Gospel church. 

6. The churches may, .nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates. 
form an association and declare the terms upon which they wiiJ keep up 
the correspJndenc; but that the right iind authority of church ... being in· 
alienabl.:, or in no W?Y comprised or hindered by entering into an usocia· 
tion bas no authority over church"" or individuals, their only power being 
ro transact business which does not pertain to churches in their ecclesianical 
capacity; ro promote natural intercourstt, and a conc~ntration of volwftary 
dfort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal authority 
be given by any individual. • 

7. That the authoritr of the Churches is designated for the perpetua· 
tion of the true religion o the Gospel, and {or the preservation of true and 
orderly body of Chrirtians on earth; that it is fully suffi.:ient for the pur• 
pose intended, but ·it does not extend to persons, property or the conscience 
of me.n in any .manncr whatsoever. 

8. That the only requisites to church member&hip are faith in Christ 
and obedience to the Gospel; th.at faith in Christ necessarily exists in con• 
ncction with the belief in the fundamental trJJths of Christianity, and that 
to prescribe any other reqUisite of such membership is an assumption of 
aut.hority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan. 

9. That the Officers of a church are e1ders and deacons; that the 
elders arc called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in rank 
though they may perform different function~ince some may be bishops 
.:Jr pa.tors of particular .churches, while other~ may be simp.le elders, having 
no pastoral charge. 

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching. 
uhortation and rebuke, but no furthen that he cannot pedorm any acts 
that belong to the autb.>rity of the church--such as the reception of mem. 
bus into the church compact, or the expu~ion of offenders; that as a mem· 
ber of the church, h.: js not more than any other member, and if he is guilt)> 
of transgttSSion be is D.:l be brought to trial before his brethren and con· 

I 
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victed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet 
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especially if tt~ minister is to bt 
tried upon a charge of heresy. 

II. That Christian baptism is the immer•ion of the believer in water 
in the name of tbe Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. 

12. That the Lord's Sup~r and the ;.,ashing of the saints' feet are 
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes. 

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to theit office of ordi· 
nation, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer. with· 
out which they are not autboriz.ed to administer the ordinances pertaining 
D.:l their respective offices. 

14. No preacher shall be ordained until he has bun recommended by 
his church. and the church where he has been called and shall not pastor 
any church until ordained. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

I . The Church may choose a pastor annually 11t the last regular con· 
ference in Association year. or if they prrler it , may choose a pastCJr for an 
indefinite length of time to continue from year to year, a• long as he may 
deem it proper to keep up the connection. 

2. When it beromes necessary, a pastor may be chosen at any other 
time, but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be 
appointed at a monthly meeting of the <:burch. 

3. The pas~or shall be moderator of the church. but when he is ab· 
sent or does not sit as moderator, being present, ~me suitable brother shall 
be appointed to sit in his place. 

4. Tbere shall be two or more deacons in the church. whose duty it 
•hall be to superintend the collect;~n and disbursement of all contributions 
made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and 
wine in administration of the Lord's Suppcr. 

S. The deac;ons shall take notice of such members as rcfu~e or neglect 
to partake of the wrd's Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause that 
the same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be his 
duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business of the 
church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the As!Pciation. . 

7. When a Clerk is appointed. all the books, minutes, etc .. be!Gnging 
to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to hir,n by his ptedecessor. Also. 
it ~hall be the duty of the church clerk o:> rev1se the church roll at least 
once a year. It £hall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the deacons and 
clerks of their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8 . The church shall hold a two•days· monthly meeting embracing 
Saturday and the Lord's Day following. the first of which shall be the regu• 
Jar time of the conference. 

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female,_ to attend 
each conference meeting, if they can, for on tha~ ~ay the. pastor ts . expected 
to instruct the church in a certain manner by gtvtng platn and po1nted lcs· 
sons on dxtrine, disdplinc and the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who shall fail o attend tluet successive confer• 
tnces, a"d any member wh~tever of the church according to the CoveMnt 
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( t\ru.rl~ S) ~hall h~ ,·ited w appear in conference ~nd anj wcr for hi; nc· 
~l,·.:t : hut the d>Urch 111ay exempt mcmbe" from thi> rule If nccc~ar)'· 

11. C.mfcrcncc shall b~ .:>pcncd and conducted as follows: (I) J:'r:!ycr, 
unlc.. <.lt vinr service has ju.•t bern cunclud~d. and generally then . (2) In
' ' tc visninj! hrethren tu •rats. ( l) Open the do<1r fur the roccpttun uf 
member. . ( 4) Call for absentees. ( n Fur acknowled~emcnts. ( 61 For 
rdercncc of deferred bu~incss. (7) For matters of dealing wh1ch arc m 
urJcr w wmc hefr.rc the church. (8) Fur mi<cd laneous busines. 

11. v .. iung brethren .•• helper~ called in from si<ter churches, •hall 
-rrak .•nd make motions ur seconds. bUl nPt alklwcd tO -;otc. 

13 . An)• orderly mcmb~r of the BaptiH church who docs nut hold Cht> 
diiJr'h 1r fclluwsbtp may be recci,·ed intt• the church without a letter when 
11 i> made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that 
he has applied fo r a letter nd could not obtain it becau•t> he desired h J 
fuin thi> ur sumc si~tcr church . .'\11 other pc~n''~ n\u~t jnin by letter ur 
h:lpU$m. 

14. No member sha ll he rccctved without the unanimous consent of the 
mcmbc"' present, but unrca~onabl~ objccti;>ns shall be valid. unles~ 'With · 
drawn, the member< who make them shall he liable w he t aken under deal· 
111~ with the church. 

I~. When ,the muderatur calls fur "hscntees· the Clerk shall inform the 
dlUrch wh~t male members have hec n ahscnt frum three sncccss:vc cunfer· 
rncc;, and the Mudcrator shall appQtnt some brother or brethren 111 cite each 
,,f them tu the next cnnftrcncc. • 

16 . No member shall he cxpelltd unless h~ has been cited verbally nr 
in writmg. to attend the trial.. provided his residence is known to the church. 

17. When a witness. not a mcmiJer .:.( the. church. ts introduced. he 
$hall nut be examined 'tt11 ,the question ha• heen put w the church, Wtll 
)'"" hear the testimony of the witnc"~ 

18. The e\•idcnce in ..-very c;1se .,f dealing and acknowledgement shall 
he r..-corded in the Ghurch . book. -

111. Members dismis.•cd from the church by letu.•r who beQ.)tnC d i.order· 
ly <lr continue to hold their letters without good reason shall be cited to 
cnnference tu answer for their miso.:>nducL 

2t). Expelled member~ shall be restored w fellowship on their prtitiun 
H their walk since upulsion has convinced thr. church that they have sin· 
.ccrdy rept>nt~d for their former evil. 

~ l. A vote shall not be taken upon que.:tion~ without a move and a 
>ec•>nd. and on all impottant que,~t•nn~ the vme sh:Ul be taken by risinl( tn 
the feet. 

2!. No motiun 'hall he m3de while a m'l\'C. and second is before the 
o.mferencc. 

B . It shall be considered disorderly for any mem~r to absent htmself 
frum conference when an important qu~tion is to be decided, but a men>· 
her, upQn request. tnay be exempted by the church from voting on either 
>tde in peculiar cases. 

!4. No member shall leave the ho.)use during conference without a 
f uRictent c<>use. nor engage in conversation or whispering without being 
-uhjc" tr he called t•l order hy the moderator. 

• 
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H. All di!'Cussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and 
good feeling. those who speak must rise to their feet and address the Mod• 
crator, and keep to the point in the debate. 

26. No one shal l speak more than three times on the nme question 
withuut permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks o f any one 
be unreasonably long. 

27. When the Moderator speaks he must designate some brother to act 
in his stead. 

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is to call the 
speaker to order. 

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the administr.ltion 
of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saints' feet at least once a year. 

. ~0. .Members not in good standing soould not co~m~ne, but the ad· 
mtnt! trattun should not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of 
dealing. 

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper 
occasions. 

32. That each miniH'Cr preach and practice the same doctrine. and 
p: indplcs. And each church do the same as set up by Christ and folluw 
the apustolic doctrine and follow it closely. 

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a rwo·thirds vote of 
the membcrsbjp present at any two successive monthly conferences. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

I. H aving been brought, as we humbly trust. by d1vine grace inb:> the 
~nowledgc of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our 
ttme and talents to the in~ercst of pure and undefiled religion, we do sol· 
emnly rovcnant with each other to walk together in love and brotherly kind· 
ness and o glorify God through life as the only hope in death. 

2. We agree to cxn-cise Christian love and affection for ·each other 
as ~embers of the household I;)( faith, that the knowledge of truth ma y be 
glon6ed tn us and ,by us, to the end that we may be perfect in the will of 
God through Christ Jesus concerning us. 

. 3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty Gl)d and 
ordmanc~ of Hts church. not to fors:.kc the assembling of ourselves to· 
gether; ihat we will cheerfully contribute of the means with whkh we are 
blessed for the ministry among us and other necersary expenses of the 
church. 

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and 
the duties of famtly worsh1p, and the traimng up of our childn:n and those 
under •.)ur care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjbyment of 
Heaven. 

5. We agree to neglect ou r secula r or worldly avocation to attend the 
stated meetings of the Church and to labor for its prosperity in the most 
holy faith believing that if we d.:> this we let our light shine; if we fail to 
attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumblmg block to the world 
and reproach to the church. 

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certam talents and 
inAuence5, for the improvement of which they will be accountable OJ the 
Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church, 
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it is our dtlty to approach such in the spirit of luv~ and to admuni•h them 
to fors:1ke their evil doJings. if they w1ll not hear thee, take one •>r twu ur 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be cstah· 
li•hcd: then 1f they will not hcnr the church. then let them' bc unto thee ns 
an heatcn man and a publican. 

7. We believe the \Vurldly dance and drinking ardent sparit.< w'th and 
commingh nl{ with dnmlcnrd• arc •in> which should be condemned by the 
dwr.:h . 

8. It shall be the duty vf all p:>Stnrs to read th is Covenant and to ex• 
pl>in e\'ef}' p~rt and clau>c the1euf tu the church un the 11pcninl! uf :til 
~hurch n.cctln)!-.. 

DECORUM OF TH E l\SSOCIATION 

I. At the meettng of each scssi011 of the A$sociatiun the officers of 
the pr~ccdmg Jc .. iun shall preside unttl th~ir succcs.Or shall he kno •wn. 

:! . At ~ach srssion and previous to procecdtnt: to business the names 
c1l the ministers and delegates •h:•fl be called. 

3. :\t the close of each se11,•1un th< entire proceeding $hall be read for 
C•lrrectj.)n and approval. 

4. Any person wishing to speak shall fi<e and addr~s the Modcra· 
tllr. He shall confine him>elf Ill the <JUC.tlun ~ndcr con~ldcratiOn and avuid 
personaltt.cs. 

5. No person shall sp~a k n>.)re thai> twke on any subJect Without per· 
mi~~iun from the body. 

6. Nu mutton shall be' Withdrawn after its d1scu~siun. 

7. When a qucst1on, is under discussion no mot ion l.lr propos1t1011 
shall b<: rccel\;cd except to adJourn, to lay on tht< table, to amend or post· 
pone indefinitely. which several moti.)ns shaJl be preferred in order 111 

wh1ch they arc sta~ed. 

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9. Aftter motion has been decided any member havtng \-:ltted in the 
affirmative may move a reconsidcratwn. 

10. No member shall absent himself during the session Without per· 
m1»S10n from the prc~id1ng officer, and none shall take linal leave uf ab· 
!'<:"''" without perm1ss..._.n !rum the body. 

I I. This AMociation has a right to decide what matter shall be admit· 
ted to its consideration. 

12. Th1s Decorum may he amended at any session nf the A£sociation 
hy a m•Jority vote. 

1 3. N.:. church shall liberate any minister coming from any mher de· 
nummaticn until he has been uamined by th~ Ordaining Council and rc· 
ceived credentials bearing their approval. 
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CONSTITUTION 

I. This Au ociadon shall hereafter b< known as the Union Freewill 
Baptist Association. 

2. It shall be composed d: (I). The ministe.rs, both .:>rdained and 
licensed, belonging thereto; (2) . Legal delegates from the churches com· 
posing the same .. 

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to send 
up an annual report to the Associat;.,n in which they shall make a brief 
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister 
whose membership is with them, give n~m~ and pos1 office of the Church 
Cl~rk, g1ve the number baptited. received by letter, dismi~scd by letter • .rr
stor~d. excluded, and died. th~ number of members. and the amount paid 
b r Aosoc:iational purposes. 

4. Each church in the Association shall be considoced an advisory 
body and shall control its own government with:>Ut suspension or intcrler· 
cnce. b~ing under Christ essentially ind~pendent and absolute. 

5. This body shall be ronsidcrcd an advisory council whose duty it' is 
t? meet annually at ~uch place; as may . be agreed upon at the previous ses· 
s1on a.nd not to adJourn formally unttl all business is settled. and while 
there It shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the 
Associati;>n and to usc their best influence to promote a moral and ben~vo· 
lent means and institutions such as education, Sabbath Schools, missionary 
work, etc. 

6. The Offic~rs of this Associat ion shall be a Moderator. Clerk and 
Treasurer. to be chosen by ballot. 

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must 
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages. 

8. That all church~s sending to this Ass.:~c1ation shall be allowed not 
more than three delegates. 

9. This Constitution may be alt~red or amended at any scssion of 
this Association by a majority of votes. 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

I. We believe that there is but one living, true and eternal God. the 
Father of whom are aU things from cverbsting to everlasting. glonous and 
immutable in His attributes.-!. Cor. 8 :6; lsa. 40:28. 

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom arc all 
things, the only begotten Sun of God. born of the V irgin Mary, whom God 
freely sent into thi• _,rid, because of the great lo,•e wher~with He loved the 
world; and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransom for all, t:Uting de3th 
fur every man: who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended 
into H eaven, from whence. we look for Htm the second time in the clouds 
.:>f Heav~n at the last day to judge both quick and dead .-1. Tim~ 2:5; H~b. 
2:9; St. John 3Jl6; Rev. I :7: Acts 24 : 15: I. John 2 :2. • 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious g'ft of the 
Father through H is dear Son, unto the world. who 4uickencth and drawcth 
sinners home to God.-St. Jo hn 16 :7·8: Acts 2: 4: Eph. 2:1: Eph. 4 :4 ·0. 

4. We believe in the beginning God made man upright, and placed 
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery. from whkh he 
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w luntuily by trangression. fdl. and by that mean; brought on himself a 
rn itcrabl.: and mona! s tate subject to death.-Gen. 2:17: 3; 1!1. 

5. We bcloevc that Go.>d i• n<lt willing that any should pcri>h. but that 
all sh•1ul d C(omc tn rcpcntt'nce and the knowledge of truth. that th ~y mogh; 
he ~avcd : for which end Christ hath coml\)andcd the Gospel w be prcaclud 
among all nations and to cveqo crcaturc.-Mark 16: 15: Luke H :47: jo looo 
3 : 1>· 17: ], Tim. 2 : 4. 

6 . \Vc bcloc\'t that no man shall suffer in hcll foJ r want of a Clfltfl 
who died for him. 1-ut 3> the Scripture has ,;aod. fur dcnytng the Lord that 
bought them: b<'causc they bdtc\•cd not tn the name of the only begllttcn 
Sun of (jod. Unbclocf. therefore betnl! the cause why the just and right· 
c- IllS Gotl of Heaven will w ndcmn the ch:ldren of men: it foll ows againH 
all arf!un:cnt that a ll men at one tmoe or other. are found in such <apacoty 
as th;.t through the gra.:l' tot God they may he rterMlly $aved.-Acts 1'/: ! !:: 
M.rk 6 :6: Heb. :\ : 10: L )oho1 LJ.J O. 

7. \Vc believe the whole Scripture• arc onf:11lobly true. and that they 
arc the only rules of laith and pran:.:.-.-11. Tim. 3 : 16· 17. 

S. We bdic\'C 111 the doctrine of General· Prov .. i..:l n made of G od in 
Chnst. fur the' be1\efit of all m~nkind. who ro!pcnt and bdoeve the G ospel. 
- Luke 14:16·20: Man. 28 : 19·20 : Luke 1). :3·5. Acts 3 : 1\): Mark l:IS, 

9. We bdie,•c that ~tn_ncrs arc drawn to C od, the Father. b)• the Hoi)• 
Ghost , through Christ H is Son: and that the Holy Gho:l!lt o ffers H is divine 
aid t<l all the human family : .>o as they all might be happy. would they gi\'c 
place to His dh·onc teachings:· wh.-rcas. such who do not receive the divine 
impressouns of H.s Holy Sp:nt, shall. at a future da)'. u wn theor condemn a· 
tion jut!. and charge them~ch·cs with their own damnation for wilfully re• 
jet'tinJ! tho plfcr< nf •ovucogn gracc.-Matt I I :27: St. j ohn 6 : 45·6S; P,;. 
1: 1: Ti:. 1 : 1 1·12: Jcr. 22 : 29. 

10. We bdic,~e that men. not considered simply as men. but ung:>dly 
men. wi:rc vf uld ordamed tut cundcmnaunn, considered such who turn the 
grac-e ,,f God into lasdviou>nc..cs, dcn)•inl! the only Lord God and our Lord 
Jesus C!:oist who bought them, and th~rdorc, shall bring upon themsclvc..< 
5Wi.t d,~truetion: but we ob•ervc that they. and such th~ Apostle saith be· 
cau: e they rccdve nut the love o ( ohc truth, thnt they might be ~avcd there· 
fo re tho.: indignation and wrath of God is upon every sou ld of man that 
doeth evil. ll\·1ng ~nd dying therein: for thcr~ is no rcsp~ct ·A person> with 
Gud.-jildc 1:4: 2 Peter 2 :1: 2 Thes. 2 : 11- 12; Rom. l :9 · 11, 

I I . We beJic,·e that all children dying in infancy. having not ae~ually 
trans;.;rcS>ed aga onn the law of God, in their own persons, arc only subject 
to the tim death. which "'"' brought on them by the fall of the first Adam. 
and not that any uf th..-m dylllg in that stat". shall suffer pun ishment in 
hell by the f1Uoh of Adaru's sin. for "of <uch os the Kongdom of God.''- 1. 
Cnr. li :22; Matt, I S:2·S; Mark 9 :36·37: Matt. 19 : 14. 

I 2. We bclic,•e that good \\Ork• arc t!-lc fruits of a s:~ving faith, and 
that in the usc of the m.-ans of {!r;ICC. and not out of the usc of tho.e 
means, eternal life is pronuscd to men.-Rc\'. 22 : 14·1 ~ ; ba. I : 19·20; M..u. 
7 :S: j .-r. 6:16: Luke D:34·35. 

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the H oly Scriptures for 
just:fic.1t~on before God t hrough hos own words, power or ability, which he 
has in and of himself. only as he by grace is made able to come to God 
throu:;h Jesus Christ: belie\·ing thl' righteousness of Jesus Christ to be im· 
puted t :J all belie\'crs for their eternal acceptance with God.-Rom, 4 : 24; 
A~h 8 : 20·21 . 

.. 
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14. We believe that all things are foreseen in the wi>dom of God, so 
that God know~th whatsoever can o r cannot come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions: )'Ct not as having decreed any person to everlasting life: out 
of rc.;pccl o r mere choice further than He hat h appointed the godly unto 
lofc. and the ungodly, who die in sin, un to dcath .-Hcb. 4:13: Prov. 8:22· 
31 : Mm. 25:31·~6. 

$ . \Ve believe, as touching Go5pcl ordinances. in bclie,•ers' baptism, 
laying on of hands, receiving of the .;aaarucnt in bread and wine. washing 
the saints feet, anointong the SJck with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting. 
prayer, singing praise to C.td, with C\'ery institution of the Lord we shall 
find in the New Testamcnt.- Mark 16 : 1S· I 6; Acts 8· 17; Acts 19:6; Luke 
22:19·20; john 13 : 5-17: Jas. 5:1-1. 

16. We bclic"e the Gospel mude of bapusm is by immersion. and that 
believers arc the only $Objects for bapti<m.-Matt. 3! 16; Mark I :9·19; Acts 
2:38-39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We believe in a general resurrection of the death and a final judg· 
ment at the last day.-john S:28·29; 2 Cor. 5 : 10. 

18. We bclie\'e the happiness o f the righteous J> ctcrnnl ar.d the tor. 
mcnts t\f the wicked arc endl~-Mntt. '2S :46. 

ORDER OF ASSOCIATJON:\l BUSINESS 

I . The body at each semon shall be opened and closed wnh prayer. 

'2 . Call f<1r church letters and ha\'c them read, and names o f mini>tcrs 
and delegates enrolled. 

3. Elect a Moderator. AMostant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by 
ballot. 

4. C;ill for Petitionary Letters. 

S. l nv:te "isiung brethren to .eats with us. 

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers. 

7. Appoint Comminccs: {a) Preaching: (b) Denominational litera · 
turc: {c) Temperance: (d) Church and Destitution: (e) Education; (f) 
Minister~; (g) Sund•>' Schools and Literature: (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance; 
(j) Card of Thanks. 

8. Un6nisht>d buslnc$s. 

9 . Report of committl'cs. 

I 0. Mise ella nco us business. 

I I. Adjournment. 
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