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THE UNITED FREEWILL BAPTISTS

Call for petition letters.

Tallahassee Freewill Baptist Church presented a letter asking permis:
sion 10 juin our body and was accepted.

Called for corresponding delegates and visitors from Sister Associations.

Little River: M. M. Franks and Ross Speer.

Chattahouchee: Eld, L. S, Anthony and G. C. King.

Midway: Eld. E. C. Williams, and Eld. T. B. Molett. =

Georgia Umon: Eld. Neal H. Parrish, J. T. Barlett, Mr, and Mrs.
J. C. Smith and B. . Tucker. A

South Georgia: Eld. Ralph Lightsey.

Georgia State:  Eld. E. C. Morris.

North Florida: H. C. Cruce.

Moved and carried that Moderator  extend the right hand of fclow-
ship to the delegates.

8
Next the appointment of committees,

Dt\'mmnal‘: Sisters J. F. Harmon, W. R -Dunlap and Alma Woody.

Denominational Literaturc:  Sisters. C. ). Harvey, W. C, Fuison and
D. B. Marey.

Temperance:  Sisters Bob Marey and C. L. Surrency, Bro. W. R.
Croshy.

Destitutions:  Jim Cannon, D. C:King, and J. W. Croft.

Education: Elders E. B. Norman, W. L. Harrell, and A. L. Sellars.

Minsters: Monroe Justiee, A. C. Nurman, and ]J. W. Croft.

Sunday School: Mzrs. Mark Brooks, Rev. C. T. Rentz. and Rev. W.
A. Sellavs.

Resolutions: Eld. W. L. Harrell, Obic Cone, and C. L. Croft.
Finance: Sisters J. F. Harmon, W. C. Faison, and ,C. J. Harvey.

Rev. E. C. Morris, State Promotional Worker spoke on the various
phases of the cause in general, which the State Association sponso:s. Ha
urged that we support with our means and prayers, The Bible Schuol, Home
and Foreign Missions, and Superannuation. He also stated the necessity
of subscribing to our denuminational paper the “Freewill Baptist,” in order
to keep ovurselves well informed on the activities of our Statz and National
Associations.  He also stated that the service of the promotional worker is
available to all churches in the state desiring it. A collection was taken
for Bro. Morris, which amounted 10 §18.25,

Eld. Vester Burkett, Moderator of the Jasper Alabama Association, rep-

resenting the Freewill Baptist Orphanage, Eldridge, Ala., gave a short talk
an the phases of the work being done there. ! g HESS

Motion to adjourn.
Dismissed by Eld. J. O. Brumby.
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EVENING SERVICE

Open by song services, led by Rev. E. C, Morns.
Prayer by Eld. E. C. Williams.

Sermon by Eld, Neal H. Parrish. Scripture II Tim. 3-3. A very.in-
spiring message was given. Prayer by Eld. A, L. Scllars.

Dismissed by Eld. W, A, Sellars.

THURSDAY MORNING—10 O'CLOCK .

The body was called to order by the Moderator. Song, “Footstzps of

Jesus”, was sung. The Dewotional was led by Eld. W. L. Harrell. Scripture

Ps. 133, Prayer by Eld. W, L. Harrell.
Song, “The Fight Is On". was sung.
Open for business.

Roll called of Ministers and Delegates.

Motion and carried that the body recess 15 minutes to complit: com-
mittees.

Dismissed by Eld, A. L. Sellars.
Reassemble.  Prayer by Eld. T, B. Malett.

Moved and Carried that we despense of regular busincss and take up

mitcellaneous business.

Bro. G. C. K.ing. gave report from Chattahoochee Association.  This
session held being 112th year of Association.

Next session to be held at Bethel Church, near Ideal. Ga. on Thurs-
day and Friday, aiter the first Sunday in October, 1948.

Georgia Union: ]. C. Smith giving report. Next session to be held
at Liberty Church, Macon. Ga.. Thursday and Friday, after the first Sunday
in October, 1948,

Midway: Eld. T. B. Molett reporting.  Next session to be held at
Zion Church. Blakley, Ga., Wednesday and Thursday. before the first Sun-
day in QOctober, 1948.

South Georgia: No report.
North Florida: Ne report.

Reports of our delegates ty Sister Associations.  Each on: reprting
in a spiritval and going lorward way. .

Georgia Union:  Sister C. J. Harvey.

State Association: Mrs, ], B. Rice. and J. H. K. Jones.
Martin: Eld. C. ]. Harvey.

Midway: Eld. C. J. Harvey.

Motion and carried to clect delegates to Sister Association.

Chattahoochee: Elds. €. J. Harvey. and A. L. Sellars,
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Midway: Elds. A, L. Sellars, and C. ], Harvey.

Geargia Union: Sister C. J. Harvey.

Martin: Eld. A, L. Sellars,

South Georgia: Eld. A. L. Sellars.

North Florida: Elds. C. J. Harvey, and A. L. Sellars.
State Association: Bros. Artic Cone, and Mark Brooks.

Adjourn for preaching.

Dismissed by Rev. P. E. Lester, Pastor of Hopeful Baptist Church.

Reassemble. Opening song, “Send the Light.” Sermon by Rev. E. C.
Morris.  Seripture reading, Matt. 28-19. A well delivered missionary ser-
mon was given. +

Dismissed for lunch by Rev. Abie Cone.
Open for afterncon session by singing song. “Jesus Paid It AIL"

Reports of committees were read and received. Moved and carried
that tre body pay the Clerk $25.00; the Moderator $10.00. and send $10.00
the State Association.

A wote of thanks was rendered to the community and church for the
great way in which they had entertained the body while in their midst.
Eld. C. J. Harvey wa¢ elected Field Worker of the Association.

Special committees appointed.

On Scripture in Minutes: Elds. W. L. Harrell, W. A. Sellars, Abic
Cone, and C. L. Croft.
Investigating Committee: ]. H. K. Jones, Abie Cone, and J. A. Brady.
Minster to Preach Doctornal.

Sermon in Each Church of Association: Eld. W. L. Harrell. Each
church to pay his expenses.

Motion and carried that Ordaining Councel be retain as following :
Elds. W. L. Harrell, C. L. Croft. and Abie Cone.

_ Motion and carried that the Moderator appoint two me-mbers on Execu.
tive Board. Composed of J. H. K. Jones. Chairman: J. B. Kearns, Artie
Cone, J. A. Brady, and C. J. Fa‘son.

Motion and carried that 400 Minutes be printed.

3 PNo] OCll?cr Il:usinessb aneé and carried to adjourn, to convene with
t. Pau urch, near Umega, Ga., on Wednesday and Thursday, after th
3rd Sunday in October, 1948, i L ~ et

Rev. ]. O. Brumby to preach the introductory sermon. Rev. W, L.

garre_ll alternate.  Song, “God Be With You™ Dismissed by Mrs. E. C.
OrT1s.
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES

We, your Committee on Devotional, recommend that Eld. Neal H. Par
rish. preach tomight and Rev. E. C. Morris Thursday at 11 o'clock.
Mrs. . F. Harmon, Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

We. your Committee on Education, see that there are many branches
of education, this being true, advise parents that they be carcful as to what
branch of education their children persue,

First, that their training in the home be Christly. as we helieve tha
Solumon was right in saying, train up the child in the way it should’ go and
when it s old will not depart from it.

Also. we recommend that the Union Association ceoperate with the
educational program of the National Association. in preparing a plice for
our children to go when they leave home for higher educational trainine.
that we can be sure that they will be under Christian influences and will he
taught the doctrine of salvanion as we believe it,

A L. Sellars. Chairman.

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE COMMITTEE

We believe most of our churches use our denominational literature, We
would like to see vur own hterature in all our auxiliaries of the church.
Also. would like to sec our F. W. B. paper in all our homes. for by same
we can =ce what other F W, B. arc doing.

Mrs. C. J. Harvey, Chairman,

COMMITTEE ON MINSTERS

We find all minsters in order as far as can learn [rom the churches
represented,  We suggest a committee to go to Salem Church ) investigatc
and differening,

Monroe Justice, Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS

We find our Sunday Schools use Freewill Baptst literature. published
by the Freewill Baptist Publishing Co., Aden. N. C. We insist that each
church endeavor to organize and carry on Sunday School work. We rec
ommend that they also organize Young People League Work,

We find only four Sunday Schools reported. ;

Mrs. Mark Brooks. Chairman,

COMMITTEE ON DESTITUTIONS

We find all churches supplicd with pastors
Jim Cannon, Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE

We feel like we have some in temperance in our people, We be-
elive il our people were more temperent we would not ha\{c as many wrecks
on highways. Let’s all pray that we may walk more Christly and rase our
children so that we may be a temperate people in all things.

Mrs. C. T. Surrency. Chaiman.



TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL SESSION 7
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COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS
NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

We, your Committee on Resolutions, find the great need of going for- > .
ward first, for the Association to out a field worker. Second. to have our ORDAINED
Union meeting records put in the Association Minutes. Third, that no
brother serve as Moderator more than 2 years. Fourth, that this body ap-
point a committee to search scripture of minutes for reference correction. Elder Edward NOrman .....coounionissimmen.
Fifth, that cach church have a heme mission board and use a budget plan.
Bixth, that this body appoint a man to wvisit each church and preach a )
doctornal sermon, with each church paying hiz expenses. Elder Obie Cone ........

W. L. Harrell, Chairman.
No report from Executive Board. Elder C. J. Harvey ccvvcniiiiininn,
*
REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE FIND Elder WEe - SRMBTE oo sirmmmsssns ottty s iocsscsiissnnsas

Sent in by Local Chunches $64.70 ’ Eler A: L. Sellers wcvionnremr s essereessonsemesseerees

Balance in Treasury a4 2.70

Mrs. J. F. Z i :
. , e ¥ oo Gheons Bl W L Bl s
Report of all committees received and committees relieved.
: Elder John M. Newtun .....ocoooeiiianiiiis i
TREASURER'S REPORT

Hasiond om Finance: Cammites $67.40 Elder C. L. Crl.-fl
Freewill Offering 1269 Elder Co T RentE 1osisiisionicasimsmmmismetssmspoms brmsmrsiesmsans

Total S $80.C9 Elder J. O. Brumby ...
Paid Moderator $ 10.00
Paid Clerk and Treasurer 25.00 LICENTIATES
Paid State Association 10.00

! BIer T WIOORET | 1o sorcecirisnssseos it dios pbisosid sy
Paid Out Total §45.00
i Elder M. L. Lamb oo,

Balance in Treasury ......... $35.09 »
Received Later Check from J. H. K. Jones, St. Paul, Nov. 7, 1947 $20.00 | Elder:}. H. Russell conivivisinnzininmc
From A. L. Sellars, Greenwood, Nov. 12, 1947 e A TG 3.00
me Artie m“e. Kcn“edy Chape!l Novl Zs‘ ‘;947 e i 7.00 b4 E]dcr RDP M\'.'Mllfph}' T S TR

§$63.09

Elder Willhie: . Glover: icocisnnnaiiintudimesia

ceeeeneee. Thomasville, Ga.

.. Monueello. Fla.
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, i sa congre-
gration of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules laid
down in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of govern-
ment and the ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed
of baptized believers in Christ.

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of Gos-
ped churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the red d
new in Heaven and such Christians on earth as are not attached to the
visible church according to the gospel rules.

4. That the establishment of, a central cathclic government over the
visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition repung:
nant to the Word of Jesus, subservient to the churches and dangerous to
the liberty of man.

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiastical bodies or tribunals
authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestricted right to
administer its Swn government without supervision or interference, being
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if this right be
surrendered to superintending -jurisdiction by delegation or otherwise, the
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church.

6. The churches may, mevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates,
form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep up
the correspondenc; but that the right and authority of churches being in-
alienable, or in no way comprised or hindered by entering into an associa-
tion has no authority over churches or individuals, their only power being
02 transact business which does not pertain to churches in their ecclesiastical

city; by promote natural intercourses, and a concentration of voluritary
effort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal authority
be given by any individual. !

7. That the authority of the Churches is designated for the perpetua-
tion of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of true and
orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for the pur-
pose intended, but it does not extend to persons, property or the conscience
of men in any manner whatsocver.

8, That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ
and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in con-
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that
to prescribe any other requisite of such membership is an assumption of
authority on the part of the church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the Officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the
elders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the elders are equal in rank
though they may perform different functions—since some may be bishops
or pastors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, having
no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching,
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts
that belong to the authority of the church—such as the reception of mem-
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a mem-
ber of the church, he s not more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transgression he is 83 be brought to trial before his brethren and con-

A U
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victed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especially if tthe minister is to bé
tried upon a charge of heresy.

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost,

12. That the Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints' feet are
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comes,

13. That elders and deacons must be set apart to their office of ordi
nation, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, with-
out which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaining
to their respective offices. :

14. No preacher shall be ordained until he has been recommended by
his church, and the church where he has been called and shall not pastor
any church until ordained.

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The Church may choose a pastor annually at the last regular con-
ference in Association year, or if they prefer it, may choosse a pastor for an
indefinite length of time to continue {rom year to year, as long as he may
deem it proper to keep up the connection.

2. When it becomes neccssary, a pastor may be chosen at any other
time, but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is ab-
sent or does not sit as moderator, being present, same suitable brother shall
be appointed to sit in his place,

4. There shall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions
made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread and
wine in administration of the Lord’s Supper.

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect
to partake of the Lord's Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause that
the same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be his
duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business of the
church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Association. .

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., belonging
to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor. Also.
it shall be the duty of the church clerk ta revise the church roll at least
once a year. It shall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the deacons and
clerks of their churches in regard to money for minutes.

8. The church shall hold a two-days monthly meeting embracing
Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of which shall be the regu-
lar time of the conference.

9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female, to attend
cach conference mecting, if they can, Fur on that day the pastor is expected
to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain and pointed les-
sons on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male member who shall fail o attend three successive confer-
ences, and any member whatever of the church according to the Covenant
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(Arnelz 5) shall he cited o appear in conference and answer for his ne-
ulect: but the church may exempt members from this rule if necessary.

11, Conference <hall be wpened and conducted as follows: (1) Prayer,
unless divine service has just been concluded, and generally then. (2) ln:
vie visting brethren to seats.  (3) Open the door for the reception of
members.  (4) Call for absentees. (5) For acknowledgements. (6l Fur
reference of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing which are
wrder to come hefore the church,  (8) Fur miscellaneous business

12, Visiung brethren. as helpers called in from sister churches. shall
speak and make motions or seconds. but not allowed to vote.

13, Any orderly member of the Bapust church who does not hold fhis
church e {ellowship may be received into the church without a letter when
it is made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that
he has applicd for a letter nd could npot obtain it because he desired
juin this or some sister church. Al other persons must join by letter ur
hapusm.

14, No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the
members present, but unreasunable objections shall be wvalid. unless ‘with-
drawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be taken under deal-
mg with the church.

15. When the moderator calls for absentees: the Clerk shall inform the
church what male members have heen ahsent from three successive confer-
ences and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite cach
ul them to the next conference. -

16. No member shall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or
m writing. to attend the tral.. provided his residence 1¢ known to the church,

17. When a witness. not a member of the church. is introduced. he
shall not be examined “ull the question has been put to the church, Will
you hear the testimony of the witness?

18. The evidence in every cuse of dealing and acknowledgement <hall
be recorded in the church book.

19, Members dismissed from the church by letter who become disorder-
Iy or continue to hold their letters without good reason shall be cited to
conference to answer for their miseonduct.

20.  Expelled members shall be restored to fellowship on their petition
il their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin-
cerely repented for their former ewvil,

21, A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a move and &
second. and on all impoitant questions the vote shall be taken by rising to
the feet.

22, No motion shall he made while a move and second is before the
oonference.

23, It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himself
from conference when an important question is to be decided, but a mem.

. upan request. may be exempted by the church from voting on either
sude in peculiar cases.

24. No member shall leave the house during conference without a
sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation or whispering without being
subject te be called to order by the moderator.
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25, All discussions in conference must be conducted with calmness and
good feeling, those who speak must rise to their feet and address the Mod-
crator, and keep to the point in the debate.

_26. No one shall speak more than three times on the same gquestion
without permission from the Moderator, nor shall the remarks of any one
be unreasonably long,

27. When the Moderator speaks he must designate some brother to act
in his stead.

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is to call the
speaker to order.

29. It shall be the duty of each church to attend to the administration
of the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saints™ feet at least once a year.

30. Members not in good standing should not commune, but the ad-
:‘nir;i_&tmtinn should not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of
ealing,

31. Public fasting, humiliation and prayer shall be observed on proper
occasions.

32. That each minister preach and practice the same doctrine, and
principles.  And each church do the same as sct up by Christ and follow
the apostolic doctrine and follow it closely.

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of
the membership present at any two successive monthly conferences.

CHURCH COVENANT

1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace inta the
knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our
time and talents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion, we do sol-
emnly covenant with cach other to walk together in love and brotherly kind-
ness and o glorify God through life as the only hope in death.

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for -each other
as members of the household wf faith, that the knowledge of truth may be
glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect in the will of
God through Christ Jesus concerning us,

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God and
ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
gether; that we will cheerfully contribute of the means with which we are
b:‘essed for the ministry among us and other necessiry expenses of the
church.

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and
the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children and those
under ur care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjbyment of
Heaven. 0

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend the
stated meetings of the Church and to labor for its prosperity in the most
holy faith believing that if we do this we let our light shine: if we fail to
attend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block to the world
and reproach to the church.

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents and
influences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable vy the
Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church,
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-

it 15 our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them
to forsake their evil duings, if they will not hear thee, take one or two or
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab-
lished: then 1f they will not hear the church. then let them' be unto thee as
an heaten man and a publican,

7, We believe the Worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits with and
comminghng with drunkards are sins which should be condemned by the
church.

8. It shall be the duty uf all pastors to read this Covenant and to ex-
plain every part and clause thereof to the church on the opening of all
church meetings,

DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION

1. At the meeting of cach session ol the Association the officers of
the preceding session shall preside until their successor shall be known,

2, At each scssion and previous to proceeding to busincss the names
of the ministers and delegates shall be called.

3 At the close of each sesgion the entire proceeding shall be read for
correction and approval.

4. Any person wishing to speak shall fise and address the Modera-
tor.  He shall tonfine himiscll to the question wnder consideration and avoid
persunalit.es. "

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject without per-
mission from the body.

6, No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion,

7. When a gquestion, 15 under discussion no motion or proposition
shall be recewved except to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or post-
pune indehnitely, which several motions shall be preferred in order in
which they are stated.

8. Nominativns shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or
whoever he may appoint.

9. Altter motion has been deaided any member having wotted in the
afirmative may move a reconsideration. -

10. No member shall absent himsell during the session without per-
mission {rom the presiding officer, and none shall take fnal leave of ab-
sence without permission from the body.

11. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit-
ted to its consideration. )

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Association
by a majority vote.

13, No church shall liberate any minister coming from any other de-
nominaticn until he has been cxamined by the Ordaining Council and re-
ceived credentials bearing their approval,
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CONSTITUTION

1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Union Freewill
Baptist Association.

2. It shall be composed cf: (1). The ministers, both ordained and
licensed, belonging thereto; (2). Legal delegates from the churches com-
posing the same. )

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shall be required to send
up an annual report to the Association in which they shall make a brief
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister
whose membership is with them, give name and post office of the Church
Clerk, give the number baptized, received by letter, dismissed by letter, re-
stored. excluded, and died, the number of members, and the amount paid
for Associational purposes.

. Each church in the Association shall be considered an advisory
body and shall control its own %owrnmcnt without suspension or interfer-
ence, being under Christ essentially indzpendent and absolute.

§. This body shall be oonsidered an advisory council whose duty it is
to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous ses-
sion and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled, and while
there it shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the
Association and to use their best influence to promote a moral and beneve-
len:hmcans and institutions such as education, Sabbath Schools, missionary
wWork, etc.

6. The Officers of this Association chall be a 'M.ndcral:ur. Clerk and
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballot.

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its usages.

8. That all churches sending to this Association shall be allowed not
more than three delegates,

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of
this Association by a majority of votes.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We believe that there is but one living, true and ecternal God. the
Father of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, glorious and
immutable in His attributes.—I. Cor, B:6; Isa. 40:28,

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
things, the only begotten Son of God. born of the Virgin Mary, whom God
frecly sent into this world, because of the ‘great love wherewith He loved the
world; and Christ as freely gave Himsell a ransom for all, tasting death
for every man: who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended
into Heaven, from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds
of Heaven at the last day to judge both quick and dead.—I. Tim. 2:59; Hebh.
2:9; 5t. John 3:16; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15; 1. John 2:2. s

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious g'ft of the
Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth
sinners home to God.—5t. John 16:7-8; Acts 2:4: Eph. 2:1; Eph. 4:4-0.

4. We believe in the beginning God made man upright, and placed
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he



14 THE UNITED FREEWILL BAPTISTS V

voluntarily by trangression. fell, and by that means brought on himsell a
miserable and mortal state subject to death—Gen. 2:17: 3:19,

5. We believe that God s not willing that any should perish, bur that
all should come to repentence and the knowledge of truth, that they magh:
be saved: for which end Christ hath commanded the Guspel to be preached
among all nations and to every creature—Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47: John
3:15-17: 1. Tim. 2:4.

6. We behieve that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Clnist
who died for him, but as the Scripture has said. for denying the Lord that
bought them: because they believed not in the name of the only begotten
Sun ol God, Unbehief, therelore being the cause why the just and right-
eous God of Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows aganst
all argument that all men at one time or other. are found 1 such capacity
as thut through the grace of God they may be eternally saved. —Acts 1730
Mirk 6:6: Heb, 3:10: L John §:1-10.

7. We believe the whole Scriptures are infallibly true, and that they
arc the only rules of faith and practice.—11. Tim, 3:16:17.

8. We belicve in the doctrine of General Provision made of God in
Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and beheve the Gospel.
—Luke 14:16-20: Matt, 28:19-20; Luke 13:3-5; Acts 3:19: Mark 1:15,

9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father. by the Holy
Ghost. through Christ His Son. and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine
aid to all the human family: =0 as they all might be happy. would they give
place to His divine teachings: whereas. such who do not receive the divine
impressions of His Holy Spinit, shall, at a future day. uwn their condemna-
tion just. and charge thembelves with their own damnation for willully re-
jecting the offers of sovereign grace—Matt. 11:27; St. John 6:45-65; Ps.
1:1; Tie. 2:11-12; Jer. 22:29,

10. We believe that men. not considered simply as men. but ungadly
men, were Ul old ordained tot condemnaztion, considered such who turn the
grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves
swiit destruction; but we observe that they, and such thg Apostle saith be-
caure they receive not the love of the truth, that they might be saved there-
fore the indignation and wrath of God is vpon every sould of man that

seth evil, living and dying therein: for there 1= no respect wl persons with
God—Jude 1:4: 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Thes. 2:11.12; Rom. 2:9-11,

11, We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually
wransgressed against the law of God, in their own persons, are only subject
to the tirst death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam,
and not that any of them dymg in that state, shall suffer punishment in
hell by the guilt of Adam’s sin. for “of such is the Kingdom of God."—I1.
Cor. 13:22; Matr, 18:2-5; Mark 9:36-37: Mat. 19:14.

12, We believe that good works are the fruits ol a saving faith, and
that in the use of the means of grace. and not out of the use of those
means, cternal life is promised to men—Rev. 22:14-15; Isa. 1:19-20; Matt.
T:8: Jer. 6:16: Luke 13:34-35,

13. We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scriptures for
justification before God through his own words, power or ability, which he
has in and of himsell, only as he by grace is made able to come to God
through Jesus Christ; believing the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be im-
puted to all believers for their eternal acceptance with God —Rom, 4:24;
Acts 8:20-21,
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14, We bhelieve that all things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so
that God knoweth whatscever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed
conditions: yet not as having decreed any person to everlasting life; out
of respect or mere choice f{urther than He hath appointed the godly unto
life, and the ungodly, who die in sin, unto death.—Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-
31; Mart. 25:31-46.

5. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believers’ baptism,
laying on of hands, receiving ol the sacrament in bread and wine, washing
the saints fect, anointing the sick with vil in the name of the Lord, fasting,
prayer, singing praise to God, with every institution of the Lord we shall
find in the New Testament—Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8-17; Acts 19:6: Luke
22:19-20; John 13:5-17; Jas. §:14,

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion. and that
believers are the only subjects for baptism.—Martt. 3:16: Mark 1:9-19; Acts
2:38-39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12,

17. We believe in a general resurrection of the death and a final judg:
ment at the last day —John 5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:10.

18. We believe the happiness of the nighteous = eternal and the tor-
ments of the wicked are endless—Matt, 25:46.

ORDER OF ASS0CIATIONAL BUSINESS

1. The body at cach session shall be opened and closed with prayer.

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of ministers
and delegates enrolled.

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
ballot.

4. Call for Petitionary Letters,

5. Inwite visitmg brethren to seats with us.
6. Call for Corresponding Messengers,
7.

Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching: (b) Denominational Litera-
ture: (c) Temperance; (d) Church and Destitution: (e) Education; (f)
Ministers; (g) Sunday Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance;
(j) Card of Thanks.

8, Unfinished business,

9. Report of committees.
10.  Miscellancous business.
11. Adjournment.









