


PROCEEDINGS 
Proceedings of the Twenty-Third Annual Session of th~ Union Associa• 

tion of the Freewill Baptist Association, convening with St. Paul Church, 
Tifty County, Georgia, October 20·21, 1948. • 

The body was caUed to order by singing song, title "This World Is Not 
My Home". 

Pr:.yer by Bro. J. H. K. Jones. 

Devotional hour spent in prayer and song service. 
10 minutes recess. 

Reopen by singing song, title "Tbc Way of the Cross Leads Home". 

l ntroductry sermon was preached by Elder j. 0. Brumby, Bible Scripture, 
Isaiah 35; Scripture Text, 1 Chronicles 28:10, using as a theme "Be Strong". 
A wonderful message WM delivered. 

Prayer by Elder C. ]. Harvey. 
Song, ··ru Fly Away". 

Dismissed for lunch by Elder Neal H . Parrish, 
Reassemble. 

After having bern served boun tifully with rdreshmenu, the body was 
c"lled to order oy singing Hymn, "Here Am I Send Me", led by M. H. Hin· 
son. 

Dcvotion.U by Elder C. J. Harvey, Scripture Text, Ephesians 6 :10·13. 
Prayer by Rev. C. T. Rentz. 

Called for church letters and seat'ng delegates. Bro. Charlie Chafin 
and Elder Neal H . Parrisllt was appointed to read letters as follows: 

Name of church and .delegatcs from each : 

Bcthclem: Sister C. T. Rentz, Brother and Sister B. L. Burgess. 

Cl=cnts Bridge: Gene Bundy, Brother and.SiHer D. B. Moriy. 

Greenwood: Sister J. F. Harmon, Brother Louie Lamb. 

Midway: Brother A. S. Faison, Brother and Sister James Boyd. 

Kenedy Chapel , Sisters Doris Lowry, Susie Surrency, Bro. John Miller. 

Spring liill: Sisters W. C. Collins, ]. T. Morey and Hattie Mac Rabun. 

St. Paul: S~ter J. H. K. Jones, Brother M. H. Hinson and Brother 
Monroe Justice. 

Salem: Brother Borkins. 

Thomasville: Sisters B. S. Powell, Lucy Dugger and B. Bodiford. 

Inviting visiting brothers to set in our body. 
Tallahassee: Brother Allen Sapp. 

Call for petitioners-none. 
Election of officers: 

Elder W. L. Harrell, Omega, Ga.. Modcr~tor. 

Elder L .. A . Norris, Camilla, Ga., Assistant Moderator. 

Mrs. J. B. Rice, Moultrie, Ga., Route 4, Clerk. 

Election was held by Brothers Charlie Chafin, G. C. King, and Elder 
Neal H. Parrish. 
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2 THE UNITED FREEWILL BAPTISTS 

Vote of thanks from the body was given to retiring Moderator, Elder 
C. J. Harvey. .A letter of recommendation from this Association will be 
g.,•en him to his new Association if asked for. 

Called for corresponding dclegates and visitors from Sister Associations. 

Chattahoochee: G. C. King. 

Little River: Charlie Chafin. 

Georgia Union: Elders J. B. Langford and Neal B. Parrish. 

Georgia State: Elder E. C. ~orris. 

Motion and carded that Moderator extend to the delegates the right 
hand fellow&hip. 

Recess: Dismissed by Rev. W . F. Clark.· 

Reassemble. 

Next the appointment , of i:oiJUillttees. 

Devotional: Sisters J. F. Harmon, Hattie Rabun, Brother M. H . Hinson. 

Denominational Literature: Sisters nenc Boyd, W. 0. Sumner, Brother 
Barkins. ' 

Temperance: J, H. K. Jones, James Boyd, A. S. Faison. 

Dirtitutions: Sisters W. 0. Sumne.r, H. E. Morey and Louie Lamb. 

Education: Elder L. A. Norris, Siste.rs J. l£· K. Jones, J, F. liarmon. 

Ministers: Brothers J. A. Brady, A. S. Faison, S:S~er C. T. Rentt. 

Sunday School: Sisters J. H. K. Jones, Susie Surrency, E. L. Burgess. 

Resolution&: Bldcc L. A. Norris, J. H. K, Jones. 

Finance: Sister W. C. Collins, Doris Lowery, Brother B. L. Burgess. 

Moved and carried that this body grant a letter to Litcle River A.<socia• 
tion in favor of New JerU$elem Church from Union Assocoation. Same to 
he printed in minutes. 

Motion and carried that we table the mi..<cell,aneous bu5;incss and take 
up regular business. 

Move and carried that we adjourn. 

Dismissed by Elder J. 0. Brumby. 

EVENING SERVICE 

Song service was opened with songs led by M H. Hinson. Prayer by 
Elder E. C. Morris. 

Song: "Revive Us Aga!n", was sung. 

Prayer by S~r J. F. Harmon. 

Sermon by Elder Edward Norman. Text Scripture, Rev. 22:1•7. A 
very inspiring sermon on "Prophecy of God" was given. Dismissed by 
Elder W. L. Barrow. 
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THURSDAY MORNING-10 O'CLOCK 

The body was called to order by Moderator. Song, ''More Love to 
Thee', was sung. 

Prayer by J. D. Littles. The devotional was led by· Moderator Elder 
W . L. Harrell, using as scripture reading Psalms 133. 

Prayer by Brother Harrell. 

Open for business. 
Roll called of Ministers and Delegates. 

Reports of committees were read and received. 
Motion and carried that body recess 10 minutes. 
Dismissed by Brother L. 0. Lovitt. 

Reassemble: Song, "The Eastern Star", was sung. 

Sermon by.Eider Neal H. Parris, Scripture St. John 3:14·16. Theme 
"Do Religion", 

Report from Elder E. C. Norris, State Promotional Worker on what the 
Union Association has done toward this work. A collection for this phase 
of work was taken, amounting to $25.00. 

Song: "I Need Thee Every Hour". Dismissed by Brother Striclrland. 
Reassemble. 
Opening by singing song, "An Empty Man:son". 
Prayer by Brother Allen Sapp. 

Moderator declared in order for business. 

Motion and carried to elect delegates to Sister Association. 
Little River: Elder A. L. Scllars. 
Chattahoochee: Elder L. A . Norris. 

Midway: Elder L. A. Norris. 
Georgia Union: Elder A. L. Scllars. 

Martin: Elder A. L. Sellars. 
North Georgia: Elder W. L Barrow. 
Delegates to State Association appointed by Modera,or were: J. H. K. 

Jones, A. S. Faison, Si$ter J. F. Harmon. 

To National Association were: M. H. Hinson, Mrs. J, B. Rice, alter• 
nate. 

Motion and carried that we &end $10.00 to State Association. 
Dates of Union Meetings of this Association to be held at places stated 

below: 
January: Thomasville Church, Cherokee St., Thomasville, Ga. Sermon 

preached by Rev. L. S. Anthony. 

May: Salem, Monticello, Fla. Sermon preached by Rev. L. A. Norris. 
July : Greenwood, Camilla, Ga. Sermon preached by Rev. E. B. 

Norman. 
October: Kennedy Chapel, Pavo, Ga. Sermon preached by Rev. H . W. 

Keal. 

-----
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Motion and caHied that Moderator appoint a committee to 6erve as a 
AS!ociapcm Mission Board. Named below: 

J. 0. Brumby, T allahassee, Fla. 

j. H . K. ] ones, Tifton, Ga. 

A. L. Sellars, Quitman, Ga. 

C . E. Croft, Berlin, Ga. 

Mrs. W. C. Collins, Rt. No. 4, Box 206. Albany, Ga. 

M~:tion and carried that Modera:or app<~int a member 0:1 executi\·e 
board in place of Brother J. B. Kearns decea£cd. Brother AHen S~pp, Talla· 
hassec, Fla. 

Ordaining Council retained as following: 

Eldcr5 W. L. H 3rrdl, C. L. Croft, Obie Cone. 

A vote of thanks was rendered to the community and church for th~ 
great way in wbich they had cnt~ 1·taincd the body while in their midst. 

Mmion and carried that Clerk be paid $25.00, Moderator S5 no. 
Motion and carr:cd that Association convene with Thomasvill~ C~urch. 

Thom:ll'villc, Ga., on Wednesday and Thursday after the third Sunda)~ in 
October, 1949, with Brother E. B. Norman to preach introductory sermon. 
Brother L. S. Anthany a!t~rnate. 

Motion and carried that Clerk ha\"c 400 Minutes printed. 

A frcewJll offering was taken for Brother Obie Cone: and family who 
is sic:k. 

Mction and carried that th$ deciding of a field wcrker be left up to 
A~sociation Mission Board. 

Motion that we adjourn. 

Song, "God Be With You··. 

REPORT 0F THE COMMITTEES 
I 

\Vc, your Committee on Devotional recommend that Brother E. B. 
Norman preach October 20, 1948, and Elder Neal H . Parrish, Thursday, 
October 21, with Brothe.r E. B. Norman to preach introductry sermon at 
next =ion with l3rother L. S. Anthany alternate. 

M. H. Hinson, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE 

\Ve, your committ·te report ns follows: 

We are told to be temperate in all thingE. We shouid realize that our 
li,·cs are open books. \Ve should be sober and watch unto prayer. Not to 
do or say anything that would reflect on O:Jr character or inftuencc in the 
cause of Christ. 

J. H . K. Jones, Chairman. 
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COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS 

\Vc recommend that every church have a Sunday School and use Free· 
will Baptist literature. We believe that a good Sunday School is the mak· 
f"g of a good church, and believe all teachers ought to be a consecreated 
Christian. 

Susie Surrency, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS 

Be it resolved that each church be gi,·en a designated amount of money · 
t~ h~ hrou!Jht to Association,_ worked out on basis per capita o£ membenhip 
o1 o.:nurch. That all accusanons be brought before the Executive Board i:l 
writing of faru and only brought to floor for vote. That each date and 
place of Union Meetings to be held in year 1949 be placed in Association 
Minutes. That this Assoc:ation pay field worker Elder C. ] . Harvery, when 
he has oubmitted a written report of each trip and place which he has be'en. 

L. A. Norris, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON DESTITUTIONS 

We lind all churches supplied with pastors. 

Mrs. W. C . Cofiins, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION 

\Ve, your committee submit the following knowing the great need of 
Chriniln Eduation. We should be careful in what institution we send our 
children. W e should place the rigbt literature before our children in our 
homes. Training is necessary. Therefore each church needs a Sunday School 
to teach our youth, thiit we. as th~ people of the Union Associat.ion support 
and encourage for our school at Nashville, Tenn. 

L. A . Norris, Chairman. 

COMMITTEE ON MINSTERS 

We nnd all preachers of our Association in good standing as far as we 
know. 

]. A. Brady, Chairman. 

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE COMMITTEE 

W e recommend all of our churches to use denominational literature. 
We would hkc to see Sunday School in all our churches. Also F. W. B. 
Leagues. 

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE FIND 

Sent in by Local Churches ······-······ ························· ······ ························· $77.05 

Balance in Treasury ··································· ·······························- ···· 1. 59 

$78.64 

Mrs. W . C . Collins, Chairman. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 

Received from Finance Committee ...................................... .,............. $78.64 

Freewill Offering .................................................................................... 17.36 

Total ...................... ...................................................................... $95.00 

P,aid Moderator ........................................................... ........................... $ 5.00 

. 
Paid Clerk and Treasurer ........................................................................ 25.00 

Paid State Association ............................................................................ 10.00 

•$40.00 

Balance in Treasury ............................... ~ .... :........................................ $55.00 

Received from Union Meeting on O;ctober 31, 1948 .......................... $10.00 

Total .. : ...................................................................... :................... $65.00 

. \._ 

THE UNITED FREEWILL BAPTISTS 

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS 

ORDAINED 

7 

Eldu E. D. Norman, 313 E. Walcott ......... ...................... ... Thomasville, Ga. 

Elder Obie Cone, Rt. 3 ......................................... , ........................ Pavo, Ga. 

E:der W. A. Sellars ........... ........ ................ ................................... Camilla, Ga. 

Elder A. L. Sellars .................................................................... Quitman; Ga. 

E!d:r \V. L. Harrell ........................................................................ Omega, Ga • 

Elder John M. NeWb:ln .......................................... ............. ~~ ...... Moultrie, Ga., .. 

Elder C. L. Croft ................................. ......................................... Barney; Ga. 

Elder \V. F. Clark, 115 Cecil St ......................................... Thomasville, Ga. 

Elder J. 0. Brumby, Rt. 4, Box 770 ........................................ Tallahassee, Fla. 

Elder \V. L. Barrow .............. .......... .................................................. Loyd, Fla. 

Elder L. 0. Lovin ........ .................... .................................. .............. Lenox, Ga. " 

Elder C. T. Rentz ... : .......... .. ...................................... : ................. Moultrie, Ga. 

Elder L. A. Norris .. ................................ .................................... CamiiJa, Ga. 

LICENTIATES 

Elder N. L. Lamb ............................. ............................................... Meigs, Ga. 

Elder J. H. Russell .............................................. .................. Thomasville, Ga . 
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OUR DEAD 

Brother T . 0. Cone. Bornecl December 30, 1872. Died April 27 , 
194S. Christ s~w a hand we could net tee, which bcchoncd B:orhcr Cor.c 
away. H e h~ard a voice we couldn't hear, which wouldn 't let hi:n ctay. 

Kenn~ciy Chapel. 

The death angel v:sited the home of Brother J. D .. Kearns on July 6, 
19~8. and took him hom~ to Hea,·cn. 

fu was married to Laura Eva Philips in t 909. in Dothan, Ala .. by h1s 
own father, Rc\'. John B, Kearn~. who preached tor many y~ar~ before pa~· 
ing on. • 

H e lca\'es to morn hi~ loss- beside~ his \Vife nine children. One having 
preceded h.im to his g1 ave 6 years ago. 

He joined the church wh~n a you11g man. And served his church to h's 
best ability. Being a Christian l>c<~con he was well qllalityfi~d to serve his 
church well. He was a member of Greenwood Church, Chairman of the 
Executive Board of the Union Association. 

Brother Kearns would have been 70 year; old on July 10. 1948. He 
will be greatly missed, especially in our.cummunity here. H :s memory will 
continue to be in our mid~t for some time. 

Greenwood Church. 

On Friday, October 15; 1948, at 4 o'clock, the angels ,.;sited a ho:nc 
for a f.:w minutes, taking with them on their return to H ea\'en James Thoma5 
Lassc~tcr, the .oldest member of Midway Chur.:b. 

He'd been a follower of Christ many years, having g:vcn himself to 
Christ in h is youn.~ manhood days. 

He was borncd April 1, 1861. Married Carrie )oltnson October, 1891, 
which, with I 0 children EUrvive him. Five children preceded him in, death. 
He was laid to rest at Oakdale Churci• with Brother T. W . R:tcher nnd 
T . W. Branch officiating. Moultrie quartette singing. 

"In Heaven now be's ringing songs of praise, 
\Vhere voices s-weetly blend, 
1' m guing there when ends my earthly days, 
Where joy shall never end. 
No more earth to plod, 
Gone home to live with God." 

Midway Church. 

"Letter to Little River Association from Un:on A~sociation in favor ol 
jerusalem.'' 

Elder Riley Giddens, Moderator, 
Little River Association, 
Ray City. Ga. 
Dear Brother in Christ: 

Moultrie, G a. 
Oct. 20, 1948. 

It is the wish of the Union Associat ion of Freewill B~pti>t to acknowl· 
edge to you receipt of your letter as Moderator of the Little River A ssocia• 
tion of like precious faith relative to the standing o( Jerusalem Church. 

• 

• 
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For tbe 4 yea's just passed, Jerusalem Church has not represented in 
our borly nor have they in any way 01ffiliatcd with any of the wor)< of our 
1\ss;:ci~t on, however, there has at no time been, nor is there now any charge 
of disorder against them. 

We beg to commend you most heamly for having refu~e to accept them 
into yov r full fellowship wnhout a letter from us. We agree with you that 
lor an Associa tion to accept a church without a letter would be a breaCh of 
fellowship and would bring ruch an A~sociation into a state of disorder with 
any Asscc:ation who$e church they had rccrivcd with a letter. 

In viewing of the foregoing fact it is the pleasure of this body as an 
orcerly Frcewiil Baptist Church, you authorited hereby to accept them as • 
such, making them an orderly member of your Association . 

Again, we commend you for your loyal stand in adhering to the 'rules 
of government hy which all true Freewill Baptist arc to be guid~d in order 
to promote unity, peace and progress in the ranks or our denomination. 
May our Christ ever guide and stre.ngthen you in taking an uncompromising 
!tand for the faith, the covenant, decorum and rules of government of the 
Freewill Baptist Church. In your adherence to these thinss you will better 
help rh~ growth and expans:on of our beloved denottUnation. 

\Ve invite you to keep in communication with us by correspondence 
and by your ministers vi5iting our churches. Pray for us. God bless you 
10 dl your rigllteous efforts to promote the best interest of all of our de· 
nomination 1 ire. 

The foregoing passed and approved by the Union A..<soc'ation o( Free• 
will Baptist's while in session with St. Paul Church. This Oct. 21, 1948. 

W . L. HARRELL, Moderator, 
MRS. J . B. RICE, Clerk. 

Ray City, Ga., ~t. I, 
Oct. 20th, 1948. 

To the Beloved Brethren and Sirters of the Uoion Association of United 
Freew~l Baptists, conven ing with St. Paul Church on W edncsday and 
Thursday before the Fourth Sunday in October, 194S. 
Grcet:ngs in Christ's Name: 

We take this means of communicating with you and to acquaint you 
with the fact that N~w Jerusalem Church of your Association petitioned by 
letter and ddegatcs for membership in our Associ3tion at our ~cssion which 
convened last wee.!: with Cool Spring Churcb in Colqu:t County, Georgi3. 
We ac-cepted them under our watch care pending the.ir securing a letter from 
your body before thcir reception into our body in full fellowship. 

We rea.li:.e that to have received them without a letter from your body 
into th~ full fellowship of our body would be an open breach of fellowship 
upon our part. To hav~ rece.ived them in full would have been an open 
violation of rules of government ol the Freewill Daptist Denomination. Be 
it far from us that we sbou.ltl ever show such a total disregard for any iliter 
~oc:iation. 

If they are not in good Standing 3nd in full fellow~hjp with your As­
sociation, we ~hould be glad to a,;sist them and you in bringing about a con· 
dition that they might be re~tored to your body. Then, we should be glad 
to g:ve to them full rc.ccprion into our body as a member church with us. 

/ 
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In the event there is such a condition of disorder existln!: upon thrir 
part. with your body, we most surely dedine to receive them into our full 
fellowship until auch di.orders are righted . 

Ple~sc let us know the true conditions relative to the !tandin'l of th ~ 
church. We solicit your continued correspondence with us-Th: Little 
IUver Association of United Fre~ill Baptl£t. May God bl= you as a body 
that you may erpcrience a peaceful and an effective ~ion this t:me is our 
prayers. Pray for us. 

Yours· in our Christ. 

The Lirlle Ri\'er Asrociati.on of United Frec ... ,1J Bapt¥ts 

RILEY GIDDENS, Mockrctor. I 
I 

t 
I 
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES 

I. We bcli~,·e that a gospel church, or Church ol Christ, is a congre· 
gralion of Cbri!t:ians conu.ituted and governed according to th~ rules laid 
down in the New Testament. 

2. That thcst rules require cburchea to prescn·e the form of govern· • 
ment and the ordinan(:CS of the first Christiar churches and to be comp~d 
of bap~cd believers in Christ. 

3. That the \'isible church is the aggregate or \\'hole nu.'llber of GC$• 
pel churches. and th3t the invisible church is composed .:;,f the redeem~d 
now in Hea,·en and such Cbristia:u on eo.nh as arc not attached to the 
visible church according to the gospel rulea. 

4. That tbe establishment of a central catholic government over the 
' 'isible church, or any part thcrrof, is a device of e~rthly ambition rcpu ng· 
nant to tbe Word of jesus, subservient to the church~ and dangerous w 
the liberty of man. 

5. Tbe Oospel churches are the only ecclrsiast 'cal bodies or t ribunals 
authorited by the Scriptures; that each church has the unreatri.:ted right to 
admininer its .own g..>vernmcnt without supef'•izion or interference, being 
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and th3t af this right be 
surre.ndcud to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or c:hcrw:s~. the 
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church. 

6. The churches may, ncvertbelc!s, we suppose, meet by delegates, 
form an association and dedare the terms uron which they will l:cep up 
the co.rresp.:>ndenc; but that the right :.nd authority of churches being in· 
alicnabl", or in no way comprised or hir>dercd by entering into an au~cia· 
tion bas no autliority over churches or indivaduals. thc:r only pow~r being 
11.> transact business which dou not pertain to churches in their ecclesilstical 
capacity; 11.> promote natural intercourscs. and a conc~ntration of \'Oiun;ar)' 
effort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal authority 
be giv~n by any individual. 

7. That the authority of the Churches is du•gnatcd f.-,r the perperua· 
tion of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of tru~ and 
orderly body of Chri!tians on earth; tha• it is fulry suffi,ient for th~ pur· 
pose intended, but it doe$ not extend to perS()ns, property or tl •. : conscizr.c: 
of men in any m;~nncr wbaUOC\'Cr. 

8. That the only rtquisites to church membership are faith in C!>rist 
and obedience to the Gospel ; rhat fai th in Cbnst ncc~urily exists in c1n· 
neclion with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and thll 
to prcscnbe any other requisite of such membership is an :wumprion of 
authority on the part of tb: church and a dcp3rturc f10m the Gospel plan. 

9. That the Ollicc.n; of a church arc dders and deacons: that tbe 
elden are called bishops or paHors, and all of the elders are equal in rank 
though they may perform difl'ercnt function5-$ince 5'lmc may "-' bishops 
or pastors of particular churches, while others may be &imple elders, having 
no pa.storal charge. 

10. T hat the authority of a mini~ter of the Gospel extends to tuching. 
erbortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts 
that belong to the autoority of the church-such as the reception of mem­
bers into the church compact, or the upulsion of offenders; that as a mcm• 
ber of tbe church, he is not more than any other member, and if be is guilty 
of transgression be is 11.> be brought to tri3l before his brethren and con· 
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vict~d or acquitt~d in th~ same mann~r as if he w<re a priv~te peuon: y~t 
we lhmk it prudent to call in advi,ory help c~peci21ly if tthe minister is to be 
tried upon a charge of heresy. 

II. That Christian b~ptism is thr immersion of the believer in W3tcr 
in the name of th" Fathcr and of the Son and <:lf the H oly Ghost. 

I~. That the Lord's Supper ~nd the washing of the saints" feet are 
9!dinances to be observed in the chu,_h until the Lord C.)ClC$. 

13. That elders and deacons mu!t be Ect apart to th~ir office of ordi· 
nation. by the tmpGsrtion nf the hands of th• pn-sbytcry and pra)•er. with· 
out wnich they are n :>t au:.hori:ed to ~dminister the ordinances pertaining 
O:> their rcopccti\lc offices. • 

14. N o prc~chcr shall be ordained until he has be~n recommended hy 
his church, and the church where he has been cailed and shall not past:>r 
any church until ordained. 

CHURCH DECORUM 

I. The Church may choo~e a pastor annually at the last regular con• 
fcreoce in Aw>cruion year, or if they prder jt. m~y cho:>sc a pastvr for an 
ir.dcEni'e lcncth of ti:ne to continue from )'C.tr to year, as long as he may 
deem it proper to ke~p up the connection. 

2. \Vhen it beromes · ne~essary, a p~stcr may be chosen at any other 
tir!re, but if the choice b~ made ~~ a 'P~cial conference the time must be 
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church. · 

3. The p:uotor sh~ll be moderator of the church, but when he is ab· 
~nt or does not s;t as moderat~r. being present, s.>me suitable brother shall 
be appoiotcd to sit in his place. 

4. Then lhall be rn·o or more deacons in the church, "''hose duty it 
~hall be to superintend the col!ectj,Jn and di~bursement of all contr.butions 
made hy the church for the pastor, etc., and to distrtbutc the bread and 
wine in adminiEtration of the Lord's Supper. 

5. The deacon& shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect 
to partl!ke of the L:Jrd's Supper and endeavor to asc!.'rtain the cause that 
the same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary. 

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it •hall be hit 
duty to do all the recordinl! and writing p~rtaining to the business of th~ 
church, and to preserve a 61.e of the tpinutes of the Ass.xiation. 

7. When a Clerk is appointed. all the book$. minutes. etc., belonging 
to the Clerk. &hall be immectiatcly delivered to him by his prcdccCS50r. Also, 
it shall be: the duty of the church clerk II.) revise tbe church roll at least 
once a year. It fhall be the duty of the pastors to instruct the d~:~cons and 
clerl:s of their churches in regard to money for minutes. 

8. The church shall h~ld a two•days' monthly meet·ing embracing 
Saturday and the Lord's Day rollowing, the first of which shall be the regu· 
lar time of the conference. 

9. It fhall be the duty of every member, male or female, to attend 
each conference meeting, if they can, for on that day the r!tor is expected 
to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain nd pointed les· 
sons on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living. 

10. Any male member who Fhall fail o attend 'h~tt succesJfve confer­
ences, and any member whatever of the church according to the C:>venant 

• 
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(Articlt ~) fhall be cited to appear in conference and answer for hi$ ne· 
gltct: bur the church may exempt members from thi! r ule H necessary. 

II , Confere.nc~ ~hall be opened and conducted aJ-follows: (I) Prayer, 
unless dh-ine £cn~;e bu ju<t been C'-'nduded, and generally then. (2) In· 
v.te vll'itmg brethren to scats. ( 3) Open the door for the reception of 
members. ( 4) Call for ab~ntees. ( 5) For acknowlcdccmcnts. ( 61 For 
reference of deferred bu~ness. (7) For maners of dealing which are in 
order to come before the church. (8) For miscdlancous business. 

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers C.>Jicd in from sister churches, slull 
!reak and make mclic.ns or iCconds, but not all.,wed to vote. 

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold thiJ • 
church in fellc.wsh:p may he received into the church without a letter when 
it i& made apparent th.1l his Christian chlrocter is unimpeachable and \hnt 
he has applied fo:lr a letter nd could not obtain it because be desir~d to 
join this or some Ei!tcr church. All other persons must join by lener or 
baptism. 

14. No mcmi'Cr •hall ~ received without the unanimous con!'l.'nt of the 
members pr~cnt. but unr~n~ble objcctbns shall be \•alid, un!as u•ith· 
drawn, the rue:n~rF who m:~ke them .hall be liable to be taken under deal• 
ing wah the church. 

15. When the moderator calls for ab.er.tees the Clerk shall inform the 
church what ntale members ha'"c been absent from three succcss""c confer· 
cnccs and the Mudcrator sh: II appoint some b~~ther or bre:hrcn to cite each 
of them to the next conrcrence. 

16. No meljlber t hall be expelled unle!s be has b~en cited verbally or 
in writing, to attend the trial, provided his rc·s1tlence is known to the church. 

17. When a witnts$, not a member of the church. is introduced, he 
shall net be examined 'till the question ha~ been put to the church, Will 
)'CU hear the testimony of the witnl!$s? 

18. The evidence in e'·ery case of dealing and acknowledgcm~nt 1hall 
be recorded in the church book. 

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who beo.>me d isorder· 
ly or continue to hold their letters without good reason shall be cited to 
confercn~ to answer ror their misronduct. 

20. Expelled mcmben !hall be restored to fcllc>wrhip on their petition 
if their walk since upul .. on has con\'inced the church t hat they bave 51n· 
cerely repented for their former evil. 

ll. A vote sbaU not be uken up:~n question• without a move and a 
second. and on all in:po:tant questions the vote shall be taken by rising to 
the feN. 

22. No motion shnU be made while a move and second i! before the 
ronference. 

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himself 
from conference when an important que"ion is to be decided, but a mem­
ber, upon request. may be exempted by the church from ,·oting on either 
1itlc in peculiar ~cs . 

H. No member Eh>ll leave the oouse durin~ conference without a 
,uflicient cause. nor engage in conversation or whispering v.;thout being 
fUbJcet to b~ called to order b)' the moderator. 
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25. All d iccuu :or.s in conference must be conduct~d with calmne;;s and 
!;.)Od fedin;,:. thui\C \Vho speak ~wt r.tc to their feet and addre45 the M"d· 
craur, and l:ccp l\l the point in the debate. 

2(>. No one t h• ll speak more than three · times on the same question 
\V.t!J.,ut pcrmtuoon from th~ Moderator, no r shall the r=arb of any one 
be. unre:LS!lnably len&. 

27. \'/hen the Modctat<)r 5pcak.s he oust dcsignate some brcther to act 
in Ius 6:cad. 

23. No one ~h:lll be Interrupted while spulc.ing unlc:ss it is to call the 
speaker to order. 

29. It !hall be the duty of ncb cl1urch to •ttend to the administration 
of t~.c Lcnl"s Supr.er and washing of the Sainu· feet at least once a year. 

30. Mc.mbcrs not in good Handing ah) uld not commune, but the ad· 
mi:-.i!mtlon thcui:J not be dcfc.rred on account of any ordinary matt~r of 
dealing. 

31. Public Caning, humili~tion and prayer shall be obKrvcd on· proper 
ccaS:ons. 

. ~~. That uch mini;ter pruch and practice. the same dOctrine. and 
I' mapl~s. And cadl church do the same as set up by ChriSt and follow 
the apn£L .. Itc diXtrine and follow it closely. 

33. This D ecorum may be altered or amended by a t WO' thirds vote of 
th< membership prucnt at any two ~uccessive monthly confcrencC$. 

CHURCH COVENANT 

1. H~'·ing been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace inOJ the 
knowledge of our divine Lord and Sa,•iour j c:5us Christ, and to devore our 
tice :;nd tal:ntl ~o the into-est of pure and undefiled rdigion, we do sol· 
c:mrJ)• e>.>,·enant wJth each other to walk together in love and brotherly kind· 
ness and o glorify God through Hfe as lbe only hope in death. 

2. \Vr: a,grcc to exercise Christian love and affection for each other 
:s fl!Clllb~rs of the household of faith , that the knowledge or truth may be 
glon6e:l 1n us ami by us, to the end that we may be perfect in the will of 
Go>d throu;h Chri!t Jesus concerning us. 

. l. W e md~avi'Jr to uphold the public worship of Almighty God and 
o~d1:1an~e. of Hi! church, not to forsake the a5~bling of oul'$clvu to· 
g.:ther: th:u we wnl cheerfully contnbute o f the means with which we are 
bl~ed lor the fl\inistry a:nong us and "Other necessary upenscs of the 
church. , • f 

4. We will not neglect the devotional excrcues of secret prayer and 
the du~es of famtly worship, and the training up of our children and those 
under ·.:>ur care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjoyment of 
He•viln. 

5". \Vr; agree to Mlllect our secular or worldly avocation to :.ttend the 
n.md ':'ccun~s ?f the ~urch and ~ labor for its prosperity in the most 
h •ly f;:; tb bcl1cvmg that sf we oo tbtS we let our light shine; if we fail to 
art~r.d t.:1 the sacred duties we prove to be a m1:nbling block to the world 
and reproach to the church. 

6 . We believe that all Chrlrtnns are endowed with certain talents and 
inRcences, for the impro,·ement of which they will be accountable OJ the 
Great Head of the church; tl\at if there arc unruly members in the church, 

./ 
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it is our duty to approach such in the "Pirit of love and to admoni5h them 
to forsake their evil clo.:lings, if they will not bear thee, take one or two or 
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be •~tab· 
lisbed; then if they will not hear the church, then let them be unto thee as 
an beaten man and a pubHcan. 

? . We. beHeve the Worldly dance and drinking ardent spirits with and 
commingling wi~h drunkards are sins which should be conde.mned by the 
church. 

8. lt shall be the duty o f all pa5tors to rud this Covenant and to ex· 
plain every part and clawc thereof to the church on the opening of all 
churc:h meeting~. · 

DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION 

I . At the meeting of uch 5e>sion of the Association the oSicen of 
the preceding ~on shall preside until tbdr successor shall be kn>wn. 

2. At eac:h session and previous to proceeding to business the names 
of the ministers and dclegacu shall be called. 

3. At rhc close of each session the entire proceeding shall be read for 
corncti:ln and approval. 

4 . Any person wishing_ to speak sh01ll rise and address the Modcra· 
tor. He shall confine himself to t.be question under constdcration and avoid 
pc:nonaHt:es. 

f . No person sbaU speak toore than twice on any subject without pet· 
mission from the body. 

6. No motion ahall be withdrawn after it.s discUS6ion. 

7. When a question is under discussion no motion or propositiOn 
shall be received except to adjourn. to lay on the table, to amend or post· 
pone inde6nitdy, which several mot;.:>ns ahall be preferred in order in 
wbic:h they are stated. 

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the ~lion or 
whoever he may appoint. 

9 . A!tter motion bas been decided any member having \Ottcd in the 
atlirmati"e may move a recon1ideration. 

I 0 . No member shall ab5ent b.inaclf during tbe aession without per• 
mission from the presiding officer, and none shalf take 6nal leave of ab• 
aence U"itbout permiss~n from the body. 

II. Thi5 A&sociation has a right to dec:ide what tnatter ahall be admit· 
ted to its consideration. 

12. This Decorum may be ammdcd al any ussion of the Asrociation 
by a majority vote . 

13. No church 1hall liberate any minister coming from any other de· 
nomination until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council and rc· 
ecived credentials bearing th~ir approval. 
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CONSTITUTION 

I. This ·"'•sociation rh.JI hereafter ~ known as the Union freewill 
Ba?llH .A!.ociation. 

2. It •hall be ccmp!>!rd d: ( 1 )'. The noin iHcrs, bath ,,rdaincd and 
l:ccnfed, belonging thereto; (2) . Le~al d~lcllates rmm the churches com· 
pUfing the sam~. 

3. ReqUJretnents of churcb~s: !!nch church ~!dl be required to te nd 
up :~n :mnuJl rcpcrt to the AS!'ociatoJn in 'lh:ch t!.,.;y chall r:oakc a brief 
Uutcmcnt of th;: pastOr, re;>oot the character and u~eiulnc.S of the mm~Ucr 
wl>c-oc cwmbcr~hip J.S wi•b thcJn, r:ive n~mc a'nd p.:>st office or tl>: Cbu"h 
Clerk, co\'e the number oapt~ed, r~cci\~d by letter, d:snt~d by lctt~r. re· 
$!ured. c;:clur.led, and died, the number of membcrs, and the amou::t p.ud 
~;)r A;sociltional purposes. 

4. EJ~h church in the Associati.,:t sh~ll be con>idcred an advis?ry 
bo:!y :md ;;ball control its own {!C\'ernment with?ut su•pcnsion or intcrfer· 
cnce, btin;: under Christ essentially indepcm!cnt and al:s~lut.e. 

5. This body shall be cunsidered an advisory council who>e duty it ss 
to meet annually at s uch placc.s as may be agreed upon at the previous tes· 
soon and n <lt m ::dj.mm formally unt~ all bmincss is >ettled. and while 
there it I h:JI be it.S cluty tO exnntinc ~ II questions or g.:neral j::ltcrcst tO the 
t'.MOcidti:ln nnd ro usc their ben inOucncc :.o promot~ a moral and bcne':'O· 
lent means anti inststullons such as ct!UCllUcn, Sabbath Scho;:l);;, mi~"Sionary 
wo;k, etc. 

6. The Ollicus of this Association shall be a Mtldcrator, Clerk nnd 
Treasurer. to be chosen by baU.~t. 

7. Churches wishmg w become members of this Associa tion must 
adopt our aniclcs of fcith and conform to jt5 usages. 

8. That aU cbu<ches tcntling to this As9Xiat:ion shall be allow~d not 
more th~n three ddcg~tes. 

9. This Constitution may be altered or amcnd~d at any 5c.uion of 
t his Auociat:ion by a majority of votes. 

ARTICLES Of FAITH 

I . \Vc bclic\'C that there is but one living, true and eternal God, the 
!'ather of whom ~rc all thin~ from cvcrl~sting to everlasting, glorious and 
Immutable i:> His ~ttributcs.-1. Cor. 8 :6; !sa. 40:28. 

2. \Ve bcEeve that there is one l ord Jesus Christ, by whom arc all 
thong,, the only begotten Son of Cod. born of the Virgin Mary. whcm C od 
rrcely fent into this \Wrld. bcc.nusc of the great love wherewith He loved the 
w~rld; ar.d Chrut as frccly gave H imself a ra:'lmm for aU, ta~ting dellh 
for every man; who wu buried and rose again the third day. and ascended 
int.., Hca\·tn. from whence we look fer Him lhe second time in the clouds 
.:~f H eawn at the l~st day to judge both quick and dead.-l Tim. 2:5; H :b. 
2:9; St. john 3:16; Rev. I :7; Acts 24:15; I. John 2 :2. 

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious g'ft of the 
f~ther through H is dear Son, unto the world, wht> ljuickcneth •nd draw~th 
sinners home to God.-SL Jo hn 16 :7·8; Acts 2:4 Eph. 2 :1; Eph. o4 :o4•o. 

4. We believe in the ~ginning God made man upright . and placed 
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he 
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voluntarly by trangrcuion. fell. and by that means brought on himself a 
miscr.1bl~ and mortal nate 5ubject to death.-Gen. 2: i 7; ' 3: 19. 

f . We believe that 0.1d is not w1lling thot any 6bould perish. but thlt 
all fhoultl c~mle to rcpcntcnce ~nd tl-&e knowledge of truth, that th:y mJgh: 
be sav,d: lor whoch end Chr.u hath commanded the Gospcl co be prcach:d 
amonR all nati.,ns an:l to every c.renturc.- Mark 16: 15; Luke 24 :47; )oltll 
3 : 15·17; I. T; m. 2:4. 

6. We believe that no man shnll su!Tcr in hell for want of a Chri~t 
who d ied for him, but :u; the Scripture has Eaid. lor dl!nying the l !!rd thlt 
bCiu:,;tu tht:l'T:; becau!<: ther believed ~ot in the name of the. only bcg~tte~) 
Sen of C od. Unbelief. th~rdore bcsng the c:~~c why the Just and r.t:b·· 
CAl$ C od or Hca\'en wm condemn the children o r men; it. follows agaonn 
:lll ar~ul'!lcr.t that zll men at one tome or other, ~rc found on such ca~acty 
as th3t through 'the grace ol Cotl they may be ctcrnru!y s:t\'cd.-Ac:. I I: H;; 
M ::. rk 6:6; Hcb. 3:10; I. j ohn 5:1·10. 

7. \Ve believe t.lic wh:>lc Scrirtur<'~ are infallih1y true. and that they 
arc the only rule• of faith and pract:cc.-ll. Tom. 3:16·17. 

8. \Vc believe in Lh< doctnne of Gener~l Prov:~;m ml!dc of C ... d 1:1 
C hr·•t, lt•r th~ bendi; of :~11 m1nk:nd. who repent and belie,·: the Gosr~l. 
-Lu!:e 14 ;16•20; M att. 28:19·20: Luke 13 :3·5; Acts 3:19: M >rk 1: 15. 

9. \Ve bclie\'c that $inner' nrc c!r:wn to G .,d, the father. by th~ Holy 
Chort, thfough <;hmt H 6 Son. and th ~ t the. Hcly Glv~t u!Ters H s divi.ne 
aid to ~ll the human fnn:JI)': w n• they ~11 r. .1;•ht be happy. w~uld they . ~!vc 
place to His clivine tcachon(:S: wherea~. such who do not recco\'C the thv:ne 
ir.~pressoO':s or H s H oly Spirit, sh;;ll, at a f uturc day. o;)Wn the or C~>r:demna• 
tion ju~r and charg~ themselves with their own damnatio n £or WJl fully rc· 
Jetting the c.lfcrs n( <O\':resgn grace.-M~tt. 11 :27: St. John 6:H·6f; Ps. 
1:1; Tit. 2:11-12: jer. 22:29. 

10. \Ve belic,•c tha t men. no: confodered •imply as men. but ung:xlly 
men. w~re of old ord:~in"d tvt condemntuon, cons:d~rcd such who turn the 
grace uf C r.d onto la~l\'oOllinC"S, dcn)•i:tg the only lord_ Cod an,d our lord 
jesus Christ who bought thee, and therefore, shall bnng upon the~rch•cs 
swiit desrructoon: hut we \)bscr\'c thnt they. ~nd web the Ap0$tlc ~:o :h be· 
c;,u•c th.:y rco:: .... e not the Jo,•e ol the truth, th>t they might he sa"ed there· 
fore the indignation and wrath ol God i! upon every •auld ol man that 
docth C\'il, li"ing and dyin~ therc&n: for there is n u n:spect •:>f penon• woth 
C od.-Judc 1:4; 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Thes. 2:1 1-12; Rom. 2 :9·11 

II. \Vc beJic,·e that ~11 childrm dyonn in inbncy. h:IVing not ac:\lally 
tr~n•gr.sscd ~gafnst tho law or God, in thci1· own persons, are only lUbJ~Ct 
to th~ tim tlc:.th, whs...h was broucht on them by the f•ll of the 6r~t AdJrn , 
antl not that any of th-.m dyong 1n th~t state, ~hall su!Ter punl~hmcnt on 
bcll by rhe gmlt of /u:!aoo'• ~ln, for "ol ~u.::h IS the Kingd um or Cod:·-1. 
C::r. H :22; M.m. 18 :2·5; t.;~rk 9 :36·;7: M~tt. 19 :1 4. 

12. \Ve beJic,·c that good " urki are t!le fruits of a saving faith, and 
that in the usc of th mcu.s of gra~c. and ne-t our of the use ol thl'S~ 
mean~. e1ernal life io pr:>m1std to men.-Rcv. 22:14·15: lsa. 1:19·20. Mm . 
7:b: jec 6:16; Luke 13:H·lf. 

ll . \Vc believe that no man hal any warnnt in the H oly Scnplll~c.! for 
f\:•t ' fi :.lU.Jn before God through h:s own words, power or ability, whoch he 
ha~ in ~nd of him~elf, only as he by grace is made able to Ct'me to God 
thrrugh jeo.su~ Chri~r; believ1ng the riJ:hteo usness or )""us Chnst to. be •m· 
putcd to aU believers for theor eternal ncceptance woth Cod.-Rom. 4 :24; 
Act6 8 :20·21. 

• 
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14. We believe that all things nrc f<:>rcseen in the wisdom of God, so 
that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed 
conditions; yet not as· having decreed any person to everlasting life; aut 
o f respect or mere choice furt'her than He hath appointed the godly unto 
life, and the ungodly, who die in sin, unto death.-Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8 :22· 
31; Man. 25 :31·46. 

5. \Ve believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believers' baptism, 
laying on of hands, receiving of the &acrament in bread ~nd wine. washing 
the sainu ftet, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting. 
prayer, singing praise to G•)d, wjth every institution of the Lord we shall 
6nd in the New Tcstarnef\t.- Mark 16:15· 16; Acts 8·17; Acts 19:6; Luke 
22 :19·20; John 13 :5·17; }as. 5:14. 

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and that 
believers a.re tbe only subjects for baptism.-Matt. 3:16; Mark 1 :9·19; Acts 
2: 38·39; Rom. 6 :4; Col. 2:12. 

17. We belitve in a general resurrection of the death and a 6nal judg· 
meot at the last day.--John 5:28· 29; 2 Cor. 5:10. 

18. We be.licve the happiness ~Jf the righteous is eternal and the tor­
ments of the wicked are endless.-Matt. 25:46. 

ORDER OF ASSOCIA TIONAL BUSINESS 

I. The body at each session shaU be opened and closed with prayer. 

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of ministers 
and delegates enrolled. 

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Cleek and Treasurer by 
ballot. 

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. 

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats witb us. 

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers. 

7. Appoint Cbmmittecs: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Litera· 
ture; (c) TcmP.crance; (d) Church and Destitution; (e) Education; (f) 
Ministers; (f) Sunday Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance; 
(j) Card o Thanks. 

8. Uo6nisb~d business. 

9. Report of committees. 

10. Miscellaneous business. 

11. Adjournment. 
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