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2 THE UNITED FREEWILL BAPTISTS

Vote of thanks from the body was given to retiring Moderator, Elder
C. J. Harvey. .A letter of recommendation from this Association will be
gven him to his new Association if asked for.

Called for corresponding delegates and visitors from Sister Associations.
Chattahoochee: G. C. King.

Little River: Charlie Chafin.

Georgia Union: Elders ]J. B, Langford and Neal H. Parrish.

Georgia State: Elder E, C, Morris.

Motion and carried that Moderator extend to the delegates the right
hand fellowship.

Recess:  Dismissed by Rev. W. F, Clark, *

Reassemble. ;

Next the appointmzntlof committees.

Devotional: Sisters J. F. Harmon, Hattie Ra_bun. Brother M, H, Hinson,

Denominational Literature: Sisters Ilene Boyd, W. O. Sumner, Brother
Barkins. p

Temperance: J. H. K. Jones, James Boyd, A. S. Faison.
Distitutions: ~Sisters W. O. Sumner, H. E. Morey and Louie Lamb.
Education: FElder L. A. Norris, Sisters J. ;1 K. Jones, ]. F. Harmon.
Ministers: Brothers J. A. Brady, A. S. Faison, Siter C. T. Rentz.
Sunday School: Sisters . H. K. Jones, Susie Surrency, E. L. Burgess.
Resolutions:  Elder L. A. Norris, J. H, K, Jones.

Finance: Sister W. C. Collins, Doris Lowery, Brother B. L. Burgess.

Moved and carried that this body grant a letter to Little River Associa-
tion in favor of New Jeruselem Church from Union Association. Same to
be printed in minutes,

Motion and carried that we table the miscellaneous business and take
up regular business.

Move and carried that we adjourn.
Dismissed by Elder J. O. Brumby.

EVENING SERVICE

Song service was opened with songs led by M. H. Hinson. Prayer b
Mder B G Mottty it yer by

Song: “Revive Us Again”, was sung.

Prayer by Sister J. F. Harmon.

Sermon by Elder Edward Norman. Text Scripture, Rev. 22:1.7. A
very inspiring sermon on “‘Prophecy of God" was given. Dismissed by
Elder W. L. Barrow.

i - Sl e i
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THURSDAY MORNING—10 O'CLOCK
The body was called to order by Moderator. Song, “More Love to
Thee’, was sung.
Prayer by J. D. Littles, The devotional was led by Moderator Elder

W. L. Harrell, using as scripture reading Psalms 133.
Prayer by Brother Harrell,

Open for business.

Roll called of Ministers and Delegates.

Reports of committees were read and received.

Motion and carried that body recess 10 minutes,

Dismissed by Brother L. O. Lovitt.

Reassemble: Song, “The Eastern Star”, was sung.

Sermon by. Elder Neal H. Parris, Scripture St. John 3:14-16. Theme
“Do Religion™,

Report from Elder E. C. Norris, State Promotional Worker on what the

Union Association has done toward this work. A collection for this phase
of work was taken, amounting to $25.00.

Song: “I Need Thee Every Hour". Dismissed by Brother Strickland.
Reassemble.

Opening by singing song, “An Empty Manison™.

Prayer by Brother Allen Sapp.

Moderator declared in order for business.

Motion and carried to elect delegates to Sister Association,

Little River: Elder A. L. Sellars.

Chattahoochee: Elder L. A. Norris.

Midway: Elder L. A. Norris.

Georgia Union: Elder A. L. Sellars.

Martin: Elder A. L. Sellars.

North Georgia: Elder W. L. Barrow.

Delegates to Statc Association appointed by Moderator were: ], H. K.
Jones, A. S. Faison, Sister J. F. Harmon.

To Mational Association were: M. H. Hinson, Mrs. J. B, Rice, alter-
nate.

Motion and carried that we send $10.00 to State Association.

Dates of Union Meetings of this Association to be held at places stated

ow:

Januvary: Thomasville Church, Cherokee St., Thomasville, Ga. Sermon
preached by Rev. L. §. Anthony.

May: Salem, Monticello, Fla. Sermon preached by Rev. L. A. Norris.

July: Greenwood, Camilla, Ga. Sermon preached by Rev. E. B.
Norman.
- October: Kennedy Chapel, Pavo, Ga. Sermon preached by Rev. H. W.

eal.
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Motion and’ carried that Moderator appoint a committee to serve as a
Aseociation Missicn Board. Named below:

]. O. Brumby, Tallahassee, Fla.
J. H. K. Jones, Tifton, Ga.

A. L. Scllars, Quitman, Ga.

C. E. Croft, Berlin, Ga.

Mrs. W. C. Callins, Rt. No. 4, Box 206, Albany, Ga.

Motion and carricd that Moderator appoint a member oa exccutive
boerd in place of Brother J. B. Kearns deccased. Brother Alien Sapp, Talla-
hassee, Fla.

»

Ordaining Council retained as following:
Elders W. L. Harrell, C. L. Croft, Obic Cone.

A vote of thanks was rendered to the community and church for the
great way in which they had entertained the body while in their midst.

Motion and carricd that Clerk be paid $25.00, Moderator §5 10,

Motion and carried that Association convene with Thomasville Church.
Thomasville, Ga., on Wednesday and Thursday after the third Sunday in
October, 1949, with Brother E. B. Norman to preach introductory scrmon,
Brother L. 5. Anthany altzrnate.

Motion and carried that Clerk have 400 Minutes printed.

A freewill offering was taken for Brother Obie Cone and family who
is sick.

Metion and carried that the deciding of a ficld worker be left up to
Aseociation Mission Board,

Motion that we adjourn.

Song, “God Be With You". -

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEES

We, your Committee on Devotional recommend that Brother E. B.
Norman preach October 20, 1948, and Elder Neal H. Parrish, Thursday,
October 21, with Brother E. B. Norman to preach introductry sermon at
next scssion with Brother L. S. Anthany alternate.

M. H. Hinson, Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON TEMPERANCE

We, your committge report as follows:

We are told to be temperate in all things, We should rcalize that our
lives are open books. We should be sober and watch unto prayer. Not to
do or say anything that would reflect on our character or influence in the
cause of Christ.

J. H. K. Jones, Chairman.
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COMMITTEE ON SABBATH SCHOOLS

We recommend that every church have a Sunday School and use Free-
will Baptist literaturé. We believe that a good Sunday School is the mak-
ing of a gooed church, and believe all teachers ought to be a consecreated

Christian.

Susie Surrency, Chairman.

.

COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS

Be it resolved that each church be given a designated amount of money
ta be brought to Asscciation, worked out on basis per capita of membership
ol church. That all accusations be brought before the Executive Board ia
writing of facts and only brought to floor for vote, That cach date and
Rhcc of Union Meetings to be held in year 1949 be placed in Association

dinutes. That this Association pay field worker Elder C. J. Harvery, when
he has submitted a written report of cach trip and place which he has been.

L. A. Norris, Chairman,

COMMITTEE ON DESTITUTIONS
We find all churches supplied with pastors.
Mrs. W. C. Collins, Chairman.

COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION

We, your committee submit the following knowing the great need of
Christian Eduation. We should be careful in what institution we send our
children.  We should place the right literature before our children in our
homes. Training is necessary. Therelore each church needs a Sunday School
to teach our youth, that we, as the people of the Union Association support
and encourage for our school at Nashville, Tenn.

L. A. Norris, Chairman.
COMMITTEE ON MINSTERS

We find all preachers of our Association in good standing as far as we

know.
J. A. Brady, Chairman.

DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE COMMITTEE

We recommend all of our churches to use denominational literature.
We would like to see Sunday School in all our churches. Also F. W. B.
Leagues. ¥

REPORT OF FINANCE COMMITTEE FIND

Sent in by Local Churches $77.05
Balance in Treasury 1.59
578.64

Mrs. W. C. éolh’ns. Chairman,
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TREASURER'S REPORT

Received from Finance Committee

Freewill Offering

Total

Paid Moderator

Paid Clerk and Treasurer

Piid State Association

Balance in Treasury

Received from Union Meeting on October 31, 1948 .oooirievciraneennae

Total

$78.64

17.36
$95.00
$ 5.00

25.00

10.00

$40.00

$55.00

$10.00

$65.00
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b

NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF MINISTERS

ORDAINED
Elder E. B. Norman, 313 E. Walcott Thomasville, Ga,
Elder Obie Cone, Rt. 3 Pavo, Ga.
Elder W. A. Sellars Camilla, Ga.
Elder A. L. Sellars Quitman, Ga.
E!lder W. L. Harrell : Omega, Ga.
Elder John M. Newon s Moulirie, Ga. +
Elder C. L. Croft Barney, Ga.
Elder W. F. Clark, 115 Cecil St. Thomasville, Ga.
Elder J. O. Brumby, Rt. 4, Box 770 Tallah , Fla.
Elder W. L. Barrow Loyd, Fla.
Elder L. O. Lowitt . Lenox, Ga. *
Elder C. T. Rentz .... Moultrie, Ga.
Elder L. A. Norris Camilla, Ga.
LICENTIATES
Elder N. L, Lamb ... Meigs, Ga.
Elder J. H. Russell Thomasville, Ga.
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OUR DEAD

Brother T. O. Cone. Borned December 30, 1872, Died April 27,
1948. Ciirist saw a hand we could net sce, which bechonzd Brother Core
away. He heard a voice we couldn’t hear, which wouldn't let him stay.

Kennedy Chapel.

The death angel visited the home of Brother ]J. B.-Kearns on July 6,
1948, and took him home to Heaven. s

He was married to Laura Eva Philips in 1900, in Deothan, Ala.. by his
own father, Rev. John B. Kearns, who preached for many years before pass-
ing on. -

He leaves to morn his loss besides his wife nine children. One having
preceded him to his grave 6 years ago.

He joined the church when a young man. And served his church to h's
best ability. Being a Christian Deacon he was well qualityfied to serve his
church well. He was a member of Greenwood Church, Chairman of the
Executive Board of the Union Association,

Brother Kearns would have been 70 years old on July 10, 1948, He
will be greatly missed, especially in our community here. His memory will
continue to be in our midst for some time.

- Greenwood Church.

On Friday, October 15, 1948, at 4 o'cock, the angels visited a home
for a few minutes, taking with them on their return to Heaven James Thomas
Lassester, the oldest member of Midway Church.

He'd been a follower of Christ many years, having given himsell to
Christ in his young manhood days.

He was horned April 1, 1861. Married Carric Johnson October, 1891,
which, with 10 children survive him, Five children preceded him in, death.
He was laid to rest at Oakdale Church with Brother T. W. Ritcher and
T. W. Branch officiating. Moultrie quartette singing.

“In Heaven now he's singing songs of praise,
‘Where voices sweetly blend,
I'm going there when ends my earthly days,
Where joy shall never end.
No more earth to plod,
Gone home to live with God.” :
Midway Church,

“Letter to Little River Association from Union Association in favor of
Jerusalem.'

Moultrie, Ga.
Qct. 20, 1948.
Elder Riley Giddens, Moderator,
Little River Association,
Ray City, Ga.
Dear Brother in Christ:

It is the wish of the Union Association of Freewill Baptist to acknowl-
c_dgc to you receipt of your letter as Moderator of the Little River Associa-
tion of like precious faith relative to the standing of Jerusalem Church.
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For the 4 years just passad, Jerusalem Church has not represented in
cur bedy nor have they in any way affiliated with any of the work of our
Asscaizt on, however, there has at no time been, nor is there now any charge
of disorder against them.

We beg to commend you most heartily for having refuse to accept them
into your full [ellowship wathout a letter from us, We agree with you that
{or an Asscciation to accept a church without a letter would be a breach of
fellowship and would bring ruch an Association into a state of disorder with
any Assocation whose church they had received with a letter.

In viewing of the foregoing fact it is the pleasure of this body as an
orderly Freewiil Baptist Church, you authorizi:dp hereby to accept them as
such, making them an orderly member of your Association.

Again, we commend you for your loyal stand in adhering to the rules
of government by which all true Freewill Baptist are to be guided in order
to promote unity, peace and progress in the ranks of our denomination.
May our Christ ever guide and strengthen you in taking an uncompromising
stand for the faith, I.Ee covenant, decorum and rules of government of the
Freewill Baptist Church. In your adherence to these things you will better
help the growth and expansion of our beloved denomination.

We invite you to keep in communication with us by correspondence
and by your mimsters visiting our churches. Pray for us. God bless you
in zll your righteous cfforts to promote the best interest of all of our de-
nomination life.

The foregoing passed and approved by the Union Association of Free-
will Baptist’s while in session with St. Paul Church. This Oct. 21, 1948.

W. L. HARRELL, Moderator,
MRS. ]. B. RICE, Clerk,

Ray City, Ga,, Rt. 1,
Oct. 20th, 1948.

To the Beloved Brethren and Sisters of the Union Association of United
Freewil Baptists, convening with 5t. Paul Church on Wednesday and
Thursday before the Fourth Sunday in October, 1948.

Greet:ngs in Christ’s Name:

We take this means of communicating with you and to acquaint you
with the fact that New Jerusalem Church of your Association petitioned by
letter and delegates for membership in our Association at our session which
convened last week with Cool Spring Church in Colquit County, Georgia.
We accepted them under our watch care pending their securing a letter from
your body before their reception into our body in full fellowship,

We realize that to have reccived them without a letter from your body
inta the full fellowship of our body would be an open breach of fellowship
upon our part. To have received them in full would have been an open
violztion of rules of government of the Freewill Baptist Denomination, DBe
it far from us that we should ever show such a total disregard for any eister
association.

If they are not in good standing and in full fellowship with your As-
sociation, we should be glad to assist them and you in bringing about a con-
dition that they might be restored to your body. Then, we should be glad
to g.ve to them full reception into our body as a member church with us.
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In the event there is such a condition of disorder existing upon their
rt with your body, we most surely decline to receive them into our full
ellowship until nlcz disorders are righted.

Please let us know the true conditions relative to the standin® of ths
church, We solicit l}m.u' continued correspondence with us—The Little
River Association of United Freewill Baptist. May God bless you as a body
that you may expericnce a peaceful and an effective session this tme is our
prayers. Pray for us.

Yours in our Christ,
The Little River Association of United Frecwill Baptists
RILEY GIDDENS, Moderztor.

s -
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. 'We believe that a gospel church, or Church of Christ, is a2 congre-
ﬁnma of Christians constituted and governed according to the rules lai
own in the New Testament.

2. That these rules require churches to preserve the form of govern-
ment and the ordinances of the first Christiar churches and to be composed
of baptized believers in Christ. 3

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whele number of Ges-
pcl churches, and that the invisible church is composed of the red d
now in Heaven and such Christians on earth as arc not attached to the
visible church according to the gospel rules,

4. That the establishment of a central catholic government over the
visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of cartgly ambition repung-
nant to the Word of Jesus, subscrvient to the churches and dangerous to

the liberty of man.

5. The Gospel churches are the only ecclesiast'cal bodies or tribunals
authorized by the Scriptures; that each church has the unrestrictzd right to
adminicter its own government without supervision or interlerence, being
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if this right be
surrendered to superintending jurisdiction by delegation or ctherwisz, the
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church.

6. The churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, mect by delegates,
form an association and declare the terms upon which they will keep up
the correspondenc; but that the right and authority of churches being in-
alienable, or in no way comprised or hindered by entering into an associa-
tion has no authority over churches or individuals, their only power bcigﬁ
6 transact business which does not pertain to churches in their ccclesiasti
capacity; v> promote natural intercourscs, and a concentration of voluniary
effort; and to give that advice to churches which might with equal authority
be given by any individual.

7. That the authority of the Churches is designated for the perpetua-
tion of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of truz and
orderly body of Christians on ecarth; that it is fully suficient for the pur-
pose intended, but it does not extend to persons, property or the conscizncs
of men in any manner whatsocver.

8. That the only requisites to church membership are faith in Christ
and obedience to the Gospel; that faith in Christ necessarily exists in con-
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Christianity, and that
to ibe any other requisittc of such membership is an assumption of
authority on the part of thz church and a departure from the Gospel plan.

9. That the Officers of a church are elders and deacons; that the
elders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the clders are equal in rank
though they may perform different functions—since some may be bishops
or pastors of particular churches, while others may be simple elders, having
no pastoral charge.

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teaching,
exhortation and rebuke, but no further; that he cannot perform any acts
that belong to the authority of the church—such as the reception of mem.
bers into the church compact, or the expulsion of offenders; that as a mem-
ber of the church, he is not more than any other member, and if he is guilty
of transgression he is to be brought to trial before his brethren and con-
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victed or acquitted in the same manner as if he were a private person; yet
we think it prudent to call in advisory help especizlly if tthe minister is to be
tricd upon a charge of heresy.

11. That Christian baptism is the immersion of the believer in water
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord’s Supper and the washing of the saints’ feet are
ordinances to be observed in the church until the Lord comics.

13. That clders and deacons murt be eet apart to their office of ordi
naticn, by the imposition of the hands of the presbytery and prayer. with-
out which they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaini
v their respective offices.

14. No preacher shall be ordained until he has been recommended by
his church, and the church where he has been called and shall not pastor
any church until ordaiped.

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The Church may choose a pastor annuaily at the last regular con-
ference in Association year, or if they prefer jt, may chosse a pastor for an
indefiniie length of time to continue from. year to year, as long as he may
deem it proper to keep up the connection,

2. When it becomes necessary, a paster may be chosen at any other
time, but if the choice be made at a epecial conference the time must be
appointed at a monthly meeting of the church,

3. The pastor shall be moderator of the church, but when he is ab-
sent or does not sit as moderator, being present, some suitable brother shall
be appointed to sit in his place,

4. There ehall be two or more deacons in the church, whose duty it
shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contributions
made by the church for the pastor, etc., and to distribute the bread
wine in adminictration of the Lord’s Supper. .

5. The deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neglect
to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause that
the same may be laid before the church in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appointed Clerk and it shall be his
duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business of the
church, and to preserve a file of the minutes of the Assaciation.

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, minutes, etc., belonging
to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his predecessor, Also,
it shall be the duty of the church clerk vy revise the church roll at least
once a year. It shall be the duty of the pasters to instruct the deacons and
clerke of their churches in regard to money for minutes,

8. The church shall hald a two-days' monthly meeting embracing
Saturday and the Lord's Day following, the first of which shallgbz the regu-
lar time of the conference.

9. [t shall be the duty of everv member, male or female, to attend
each conference meeting, if they can, for on that day the pastor is expected
to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain fand pointed les-
sons on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male member who shall fail o attend three successive confer-
ences, and any member whatever of the church according to the Covenant
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(Article §) chall be cited to appear in conference and answer for his ne-
glect; but the church may exempt members from this rule if necessary,

11, Conlerence shall be opened and conducted as follows: (1) Prayer,
unless divine service has just been concluded, and gencrally then. (2) In-
v.te visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open the door for the reccption of
members.  (4) Call for absentees. (5) For acknowledgements, (61 For
reference of deferred business, (7) For matters of dealing which are in
order to come before the church. (8) For miscellancous business.

12, Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches, shall
speak and make mctions or seconds, but not allowed to vote.

13. Any orderly member of the Baptist church who does not hold this
church in fellowsh:p may be received into the church without a letter when
it 15 made apparent that his Christian character is unimpeachable and that
he has applied fior a letter nd could not obtain it because he desired to
join this or some sster church. All other persons must join by letter or
baptism.

14. No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of the
members present, but unreasonzble objections shall be valid, unless with-
drawn, the members who make them chall be liable to be taken under deal-
ing with the church,

15. When the moderator calls for absentees the Clerk shall inform the |
church what male members have been absent from three success've confer-
ences and the Moderator shill appoint some brather or brethren to cite cach
of them to the next conference.

16. No member chall be expelled unless he has been cited verbally or
in writing, to attend the trial, provided his residence is known ro the church,

17. When a witness, not a member of the church, is introduced, he
shall nct be examined “till the question has been put to the church, Will
yeu hear the testimony of the witness?

18. The evidence in every case of dealing and acknowledgement shall
be recorded in the church book, i

19. Members dismissed from the church by letter who beoome disorder-
ly or continue to hold their letters without good reason shall be cited to
conference to answer for their misoonduct.

20. Exiell:d members shall be restored to fellowship on their petition
if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin-
cerely repented for their former evil.

21. A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a move and a
lht??d. and on all important guestions the vote shall be taken by rising to
the feet.

22, No motion shall be made while a move and second is before the
aanference.

23. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent himself
from conference when an important gquestion is to be decided, but a mem-
ber, upon request, may be exempted by the church from voting on either
side in peculiar cases,

24. No member shell leave the house during conference without a
sufficient cause. nor engage in conversation or whispering without being
eubject to be called to order by the moderater.
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25. All discutsions in confercnce must be conducted with calmness and
good fecling, those who speak must rise to their {eet and address the Mod-
eratsr, und keep to the point in the debate.

26. No one shall speak more than three times on the same question
w.ihout permission from the Moderator, nor ehall the remarks of any one
be unreasonatly long,

27. When the Moderator speaks he must designate some brether to act
in his sicad.

23. No ane shall be interrupted while speaking unless it is to call the
speaker to order.

29. It <hall be the duty of each church to attend to the administration
of the Lerd's Supper and washing of the Saints’ feet at least once a year.

32. Members not in goed standing should not commune, but the ad-
dmi:lj;trn:iun thould not be deferred on account of any ordinary matter of
ealing. .

31. Public fasting, humiliztion and prayer shall be observed on’ proper
cccasions.

22, That each minister preach and practice the fame doctrine, and
pinciples.  And cach church do the same as set up by Christ and follow
the apostulic doctrine and follow it closely.

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two-thirds vote of
the membership present at any two successive monthly conferences.

CHURCH COVENANT

1. Having been brought, as we humbly trust, by divine grace into the
knowledge of our divine Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and to devote our
time and talents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion, we do sol-
emely covenant with cach other to walk together in love and brotherly kind-
ness and o glorily God through life as the only hope in death.

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for each other
zs members of the houschold of faith, that the knowledge of truth may be
gen'ﬁci in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfect in the le of

od through Christ Jesus concerning us,

3. We endeavor to uphold the public worship of Almighty God and
ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of ourselves to-
<ther: that we will cheerfully contribute of the means with which we are
hcsscd lor the ministry among us and -other necessary expenses of the
church. |4 o

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and
the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children and thase

ilinder our care with a view ta the service of Christ and the enjoyment of
cavin.

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend the
stated mectings of the Church and to labor for its rity in the most
haly fzith believing that if we do this we let our ligl;:o:ﬁne; if we fai to
artend to the sacred duties we prove to be a stumbling block to the world
and reproach to the church.

6. We believe that all Christians are endowed with certain talents and
influences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable vy the
Grear Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the church,
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it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish them
to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee, take one or two or
more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be estab-
lished; then if they will not hear the church, then let them be unto thee as
an heaten man and a publican.

7. We believe the Worldly dance and drinkm ardent spirits with and
::mmr;i;ngljng with drunkards are sins which should be condemned by the

urch.

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read this Covenant and to ex-
plain every part and clause thereof to the church on the opening of all
church meetings.

DECORUM OF THE ASSOCIATION

1. At the meeting of each session of the Association the offcers of
the preceding cession shall preside until their successor shall be known.

2. At each session and previous to proceeding to business the names
of the ministers and delegates shall be called.

3. At the close of each session the entire procecding shall be read for
correction and approval.

4. Any person wishing to speak shall rise and address the Modera-
tor. He shall confine himself to the question under consideration and avoid
personalit:

5. No person shall speak more than twice on any subject without per-
mission from the body.

6. No motion shall be withdrawn after its discussion.

7. When a question is under discussion no motion ©r proposition
shall be received except to adjourn, to lay on the table, to amend or post-
pone indefinitely, which several motions shall be preferred in order in
which they are stated.

8. Nominations shall be made by the Moderator of the Association or
whoever he may appoint.

9. Aftter motion has been decided any member having wotted in the
affirmative may move a reconsideration.

10. No member shall absent himself during the session without per-
mission from the presiding officer, and none shall take final leave of ab-
sence without permisston from the body.

11. This Association has a right to decide what matter shall be admit-
ted to its consideration.

12. This Decorum may be amended at any session of the Association
by a majority vote.

13, No church shall liberate any minister coming from any other de-
nomination until he has been examined by the Ordaining Council and re-
ceived credentials bearing their approval,
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CONSTITUTION

1. This Association shall hereafter be known as the Union Freewill
Baptist Asscciation.

2. Tt shall be cemposed ¢f: (1). The minsters, both ordained and
Licensed, belenging thereto; (2). gal delegates {rom the churches com-
posing the same.

3. Requirements of churches: Each church shell be required to send
up an annual repert to the Association in which they thall make a brief
statement of the pastor, repmt the character and useiulness of the minister
whese membership 15 with them, give namc and post cfice of the Church
Clerk, give the number bapuized, receiwed by letter, dismiesed by letter, re-
stored, excluded, and died, the number of members, and the amount paid
for Associational purposes.

. Esch church in the Association shall be considered an advisory
body und shall control its own government without suspension or interfer-
ence, being under Christ essentially independent and atsolute.

5. This body shall be considered an advisory council whose duty it is
to meet annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous ses-
sion and not to adjourn formally untl all business is settled, and while
there it rhall be 45 duty to exanune 2l questions of general isterest to the
Associatron and to use their beet influence to promotz a moral and beneyo-
Icntkmmns and institutions such as educstion, Sabbath Schocls, missionary
work, etc.

6. The Officers of this Association shall be a Mdderator, Clerk and
Treasurer, to be chosen by ballor.

7. Churches wishing to become members of this Association must
adopt our articles of faith and conform to its vsages.

8. That all churches sending to this Association shall be allowsd not
more than three delegates, :

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of
this Association by a majority of votes.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

1. We helieve that there is but one living, true and eternal God, the
Father of whom are all things from everlasting to everlasting, glorious and
immutable in His attributes—I, Cor. 8:6; lsa. 40:28.

2. We bhelieve that there is one Lord Jesus Christ, by whom are all
hings, the only hegotten Son of God. born of the Virgin Mary, whem God
frecly sent into this world, because of the Frcat love wherewith He loved the
world; and Christ as frecly gave Himsell a ransom for all, tasting death
for every man; who was buried and rose again the third day, and ascended
into Heaven, from whence we look for Him the second time in the clouds
of Heaven at the last day to judge both quick and dead—I. Tim. 2:5; Heb.
2:9; St. Joha 3:16; Rev. 1:7; Acts 24:15: L John 2:2,

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious gft of the
Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who guickeneth and draweth
sinners home to God—5t. John 16:7-8; Acts 2:4- Eph. 2:1; Eph. 4:4.0.

4. We believe in the beginning God made man upright, and placed
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, frem which he
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voluntarly by trangression, fell, and by that means brought on himself a
miscrable and mortal state subject to death—Gen. 2:17;3:19.

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come tu rcpentence end the knowledge of truth, that they might
be saved: for which end Christ hath commanded the Gospel to be preached
among all natizns and to every creature.—Mark 16:15; Luke 24:47; Joln
3:15:17; 1. Tim. 2:4.

6. We belicve that no man shall suffer in hell for want of a Chiist
who died for him, but as the Scripture has said. for denying the Lord that
bought them; because they believed not in the name of the only begotten
Scn of God. Unbeliel, thercfore being the cause why the just and righe-
ca1s God of Heaven will condemn the chidren of men; it follows against
all argument that 2ll men at onc time or other, are found in such capacity
as that through the grace of God they may be etermally saved.—Acs 17:3C;
Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; I John 5:1-10.

7. We helieve the whale Scriptores are infallibly true, and that they
are the only rules of faith and practice—ll. Tim, 3:16-17.

8. We bclieve in the doctrine of General Provisisn made of God in
Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and believe the Gospel
—Luke 14;16-20; Matr. 28:19-20; Luke 13:3-5; Acts 3:19; Mack 1:15.

9. Wt believe that sinness are drown to God, the Father, by the Holy
Ghost, thiough Christ He Son. and thet the Hely Ghost offers H s divine
aid to all the human family: so as they all mizhet be happy, would they give
place to His divine teachings: whereas, such who do not reccive the divine
impressidvs of H's Holy Spirit, shall, at a {oture day. own their condemna-
tion juet. and charge themselves with their own damnation for wilfully re-
jecting the cffers of soverogn grace.—Matt. 11:27; St John 6:45-65; Ps.
1:1; Tiz, 2:11-12; Jer, 22:29,

10. We believe that men, not considered simply as men. but ungodly
men, were of old ordained ot condemnition, considered such who turn the
grace of God into lasciviousness, denying the only Lord God and our Lord
Jesus Christ who bought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves
swiit destruction: but we observe that they, and such the Apostle =ith be-
cawre they receive not the love of the :mtﬁ. that they might saved there-
fore the indignation and wiath of God is upon every sculd of man that
docth cvil, living and dying therein: for there is no respect of persons with
God—Jude 1:4; 2 Peter 2:1; 2 Thes. 2:11.12; Rom. 2:9-11,

11, We believe that all children dyine in infancy, having not actually
transgressed against the law of God, in their own persons, are only subject
to the first death, which was brought on them by the fall of the first Adam,
and not that any ol thum dying in that state, shall suffer punishment in
hell by the guiit of Adam’s sin, for Yol such is the Kingdom of God."—I.
Cor. 15:22; M. 18:2-5; Mark 9:36-37; Mai. 19:14,

12. We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving faith, and
thet in the wsc of the mcans of grace, and nct out of the use of those
means, cternal life iz promised to men—Rev. 22:14-15; Isa. 1:19-20; Mate,
7:6; Jer 6:16: Lukc 13:34-39.

13, We believe that no man has any warrant in the Haoly Scriptures for
justification before God through his own words, power or ability, which he
has in and of himeell, only as he by grace is made able to come to God
threugh Jesus Christ; believing the nghteousness of Jesus Chnst to be im-
Rutcd to all believers for their eternal acceptance with God.—Rom. 4:24;

cts 8:20-21.

L
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14. We believe that 2ll things are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so
that God knoweth whatsvever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed
conditions; yet not as having decrced any person to everlasting life; out
of respect or mere choice furfher than He hath appointed the godly unta
life, and the ungodly, wha die in sin, unto death.—Heb. 4:13; Prov. 8:22-
31; Matt. 25:31-46.

5. We believe, as touching Gospel ordinances, in believers® baptism,
laying on of hands, receiving qFt E
the saints feet, anointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord, fasting,
prayer, singing praise to God, with every institution of the Lord we shall
find in the New Testament.—Mark 16:15-16; Acts 8-17; Acts 19:6; Luke
22:19-20; John 13:5-17; Jas, 5:14.

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and that
believers are the only subjects for baptism.—Matt. 3:16; Mark 1:9-19; Acts
2:38-39; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12.

17. We believe in a general resurrection of the death and a final judg-
ment at the last day —John 5:28-29; 2 Cor. 5:10.

18. 'We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the tor-
ments of the wicked are endless.—Matt. 25:46.

ORDER OF ASSOCIATIONAL BUSINESS

1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with prayer.

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of ministers
and delegates enrolled.

pt 3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
allot.

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. y

5. Invite visiting brethren to seats with us.

6. Call for Corresponding Messengers.

7. Appoint Committees: (a) Preaching; (b) Denominational Litera-
ture; (c) Temperance; (d) Church and Destitution; (e) Education; (f)
Ministers; (g) Sunday Schools and Literature; (h) Resolutions; (i) Finance;
(i) Card of Thanks.

8, Unfinished business.

9. Report of committees,

10. Miscellaneous business,

11.  Adjournment.

he 3acrament in bread and wine, washing-
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