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L]

EDINGS

~ PROC!

Proceedings of the 28th Annual Session of The Umon Freewﬂl Baptist
Association, convening Wlth St Paul Church, Tift County, Oct. 21=22

1953, |
~ Open Service with remarks by Elder K. V. Shutes, Moderator.
- Song—"T'll Be Satisfied” by Congregation. | |
Prayer—by Elder W. G. Boyd.

Call for Church letters was made. Letters were read by Elder Lamar
Parrish and Elder E. C. Morris. ' - .

Motion and carried that letter reports be 'accepted and delegates be
seated at read. |

~Bay: Sisters Julie Faison, Rossie Faison, Bro. Curtis Gay.
Bethlehem: Sisters Aquilla Croft and Alderman
Clements Bridge: Slsters D. B. Morey, T. E. Bundy, Bro. T. E. Bundy."
Cairo: Sisters Talmade Sellars, Clara Britt, Herman Glover.
Greenwood: Sisters G. T. Harvey{ G. W. Worsham, Bro. G. T. Ha.rﬁrey.
~ Kennedy Chapel: Ellis Cannon, Mark Brooks, Washingtbn Davis. -
Midway: Sisters J. K. Johnson, E. L. Dunlap, Mattie Gay | |
'St. Paul: Sister Allene Touchton, Bobby Hinson, Monroe ]UStICE
Thomasville: Sisters Susie Surrency, Mary ]areglara, Bro. Willie Elrod.
Salem: Sisters Julia Branch, S. R. Hunter. | " N
Spnng Hill: Sisters Lanz Thomson, Bertia Jones, Bro. Tom ‘Hatcher.
New Hope: Sisters Nettie Lanler, Murpy Lanier, Bro. Murphy Lanier.
- Song—"Land Where Living Waters Flow". |
Prayer—Bro. G. C. King. | |
Song—"Heavens Jubilee™. |
Prayer—by‘Elder M. T. Golf.
Introductory Sermon—by Elder W. G. Boyd.

Scripture reading, I Cor. 3:10, Theme “‘Building for God's Kingdom".
A message of challenge was given to all. | .

- An offering for pfajrer was given.
Welcome Address by Pastor Elder Lamar Parrish.
DismisSed'_fo.r lunch by Elder W, A. Sellars,
Noon hour, .

Reassemble.
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Song by Congregatioh.

Sf.aecial sohg——“Look Up”, by Mrs. Freedy Faircloth.

Open for business session.

Appointing of committees.

Devotional: Sister Rossie Faison, Bros. T. E. Bundy, Monroe Justice.

Denominational Literature: Sisters Julia Faison, Mattie Gay, G. W.
Worsham, Murphy Lanier. |

" Finance: Sisters J. K. ]ohnson Bertla Jones, Mary Jarnigiara, Bro.
Bobby Hinson. '

| Resolutions: Elder Lamar Parrish, Mark Brooks G. \V \Vorsham Mrs.
D. B. Morey, Elder W. A. Sellars.

Educational: Elder A. L. Sellars, Ellis Cannon, Willie. Elrod, Sister

Susie Surrency. |
Auxiliaries; Sisters E, L. DunIOp,] F Harmon, Allene Touchton.

o . Credentials: Curtis Gay, J. H. K, Jones, Elders E. C Morris, and A. L
Sellars.

Nominati'ons- Murph'y Lanier, Sisters T. E. -Bundy, Lanz Thomson.

Temperance: Tom Hatcher, Elder Harvey Giddens, Slsters G. T. Har-
vey, Nettie Lanier.

Invited visitors to seat with us, and welcome by the Moderator.

~ Chattahooche: Bro. G. C. King, Bro. J. A. Littles, Bro, and Sister
J. E. Dauvis, - -

Little River: Bro. and Sister V. R. Franl-.s Elder M. T. Golf, Ray
Machenvale Bro. E. D. Franks, Bro. and Sister Charhe Chaﬁn Slster Mercer

Tucker Assocmtlon Mrs. quton Argo.
South Ga.: Elder and Sister E. C. Morris,
~ Martin: Elder B. W, Clenny and wife, Mrs. Tanllla Cleveland
| Holiness Baptist: Mrs, Trudy Fairclothe. |
Primitive Baptis_t: Jim Tapp ]ones.-

Association Decorum was read by Mod. This body recom'm.ends_ that
Bro. Kenneth Faison (who is in Bible college) be given an extentation of
licences to preach another year from his home church (Bay).

Motion and carried that we grant N. L. Lamb extended licences.

Bro. K. V. Shutes told of the plans belng made on bu1ld1ng the Cairo
church at Cairo, Ga.

An offering was taken for same of $14.33.

- Special song by St. Paul Quarttet. -

Placing the delegates in-homes for the night was done by a commite
~ tee of the church - .
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D13m1ssed for evenlng serwces by Elder W. L. Harre]l

Supper was served at the church by the ladies of churCh and com-
“munity. -

“EVENING SERVICES”

Open with song services led by M. H. Hinson.
Special singing by Mrs. Trudy Fairclothe and sons.

Devotional by Mrs. ] F. Harmon, who gave “the story of the ‘Life
of Betty Boxler™. | -

Song— ‘There Is a Fountain™, by Congregation.
Evening Sermon by Elder Harvey Giddens.
| Scripture reading, Isaiah 11: 1, 15. ‘
"A very inSp.iring. message was given.
Song—"1 Would Not Be Denied”.
Dismissed by Rev. A. J. Brady. '

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 22
Opening song—""Amazing Grace".
Devotional—Elder Lamar Parrish.
._Scriptu.re, St. John 11: 1, 15,
Thought—*"The Love of God™.
| _sziyer by Bro. Parrish.
Open for business session.

Report of the state promotional worker Rev E. C Morris, Box 553,
Tifton, Ga Stating what we mean by promotlonal i3, We mean to promote
" the hases of God’s work in our churches over the state of Georgia and
else Where What we mean by unified is to unify the work. OQur job is
to endeavor to.promote every phase of the work of the Freewill Ba tist,
to acquaint the people of the Associations with each other and to the State
- Association. The money which is sent into the unified program is divided

thus: Missions 309%; Camp 30¢,; Christian Education 23%; Superunua-
tion 8%; Children Home 5%; Womans Auxiliary 277, o |

An offering of $32.50 for the unified program was taken,
Sbng—-—“l Feel Like Traveling On™.
. .Prayer by Elder W. A, Sellars.
Sermon by Elder M. T. Golf. |
Scnpture, Matt 16: 13, 18. Text Matt. 18

Bro. Shutes ask that we pray for the program over Can'o Radlo Sta-
tion, Cairo, Ga.
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Dismissed for lunch by Rev. E. C. Morris.
: Noon! . _,
| Reassemble |
.1 Opening song—— The Old Country Church™.
Prayer—Rev. H. E. Rogers.
Devotional—Elder B, W. Chenny.
"Scripture reading, Matt. 5:11, 21 '
“Re-enter into the business session.

An offering to get money for associational purposes was taken. Amount
received was $19.00.

A special song—"A Home Not Made With Hands” was sung by
Charlie Chafin and Sister Mercer. -

| A letter of dismissal was granted Tallahassee Church from Chls Asqo'
ciation so they could go to one closer by.

Motion and carried that J. H. K. Jones be reléased by his request from
the Executive Committee. Also that S. L. Holden be released,

Curtis Gay, Bay Church, G. W. Worsham, Greenwood church, was
~appointed by Moderator on Executive Committee. Motion and carried
that one member from Executive Committee be expired each year accord-

ing to year date as: Artie Cone 1954; M. H. Hinson 1955; Walter Sloan
1956 G. W. Worsham 1957; Curtis Gay 1958,

| Elder Lamar Parrish, Rt. 4, Moultrie Ga., was appointed as a co- worker
to the state promotional worker from the Unlon Assaciation.

‘A church letter form for Association and quarterly meetmgq was pre
sented to the body and approved.

Camp leaders of this Association are: Wayne Faison, Hartsfield, Ga.,
General Chair. © The following people from local churches as so-workers
~are: Bay: W. R. Tucker, Moultrie, Ga.. Rt. 1. Bethlechem: Aquilla Croft,
Rt. 2, Pavo, Ga. Cairo: Mrs. Rufus Ward, Cairo, Ga, Midway: B. A.
Faison. Rt. 4, Monticello, Fla. Greenwood: Mrs. G, W, Worsham, Cam*lla
Ga. St. Paul; Marv Hlnson Omega, Ga. Kennedv Chapel: Mrs. Margaret
Voiner, Pavo, Ga., Rt. 3. New Ho e: Bvrant: Bradlev Colledge, Ga. Spring
Hill: Lamar Robern, Doerun, Ga Thomasville: Mrs, Mary ]arglngan
Thomasville. - For full information write C, J. Harvey, Camilla, Ga. =

~ Address of Freewill Baptist Missionary of Cuba Elder T. H. Whlley,
Partado 27 Piner, Del Rio, Cuba.

Chairman advised by Moderator to write pastors of churches to see if
church will support the camp before asking co-worker.

o

Motion and carried that we accept Bro. Shutes’ resignation as Mod-
erator of this Association and he be granted a letter of full fellowshlp from
this body. Reason, he’s moving to another Association.

| " Eldler Lamar Parrlsh was elected to serve the unfinished time of Bro.
Shutes by a ballot vote. * The Asst. Mod. is Elder W. L. Harrell - The
year 1954 will be the general election of officers for Association, ‘
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Delegates to sister Associations appointed as follows:
Little River: Oct. 14, 15: At Pineleve]l Church, Elder W. L. Harrell.
Martin: At Mt. Gilean, Elder A. L. Sellars. X

Mldwa At Traveler Rest, Nov. 3, at Patmos Nov. 4, Elder K \V4
Shutes and Elder A. L. Sellars.

~.Ga. Union: Elder A. L. Sellars.

- South Ga.: Act, 22, l23l, Ebene_zer, Eleler A. L Sellaré.
'Chattahooche: Oct. 1, 2, atht Oliver, M.'H'Hinso'n.
 State Assomatlon Mrs. J. B. R1ce M. H. Hlnson |

Natlonal Association: Curtis Gay

Motlon and carried that we send to State Association $10 00 pay
Mod. $5.00, Clerk $25.00. Clerk was given permlssmn to write each church
for money for minute printing if needed.

A vote of thanks was given the St. Paul Chureh for the ﬁne way in
which they entertained this body

Motion that we adjourn.

Dismissed by parting fellowship meeting,

NAMES AND ADDRESS OF ORDAINED MINSTERS. .

Elder W. L. Harrell .mssmmmmmmsssmmmmmeamissssssens sressasssssasessssssssssssssssmenstnren Omega, Ga.
Elder Lamar Parfrish s . Moultrie, Ga., Rt. 4
Elder L. O, LOVELL wcusmessssssmmssssssssssmsorssessssessmmassssesmssmnsssenssssssssstsmsnsamissasoassssassssssass Lenox Ga.
Elder L. G. BalAWIN .cucmmmermmmmmssimsimsmmsssssssssammonmsos 'Pavo Ga., Rt. 3
Elder G. D. RODEITS cmmmmsssmsmmnsismmmmesssssosmanssssssssasssssssossssass reseeremsasassssassresosaen Pavo, Ga.
Elder - Obie COne .o 112 Susaway St., Thomasville, Ga.
Elder W. A, Sellars s s @112, Ga.
Elder A. L. Sellars .mmmmmmmmimmmmmmsssssssmssnions ot ssetrasmsssanmsasssige . Quitman, Ga.
Elder Ralph Lightsey s, eembisaabsasessssssmtsess masestesRR SRR Chamblee, Ga.
Elder Harvey Giddens e reessarsasseme———s s ARRSS e RRRR RSSO S bRRSOAe Moultrie, Ga,, Rt. 6
T EIder C. L. Croft ammsscmmmonsssimmsmsssmssimensessssmssenossssmitssssessssssmsers Pavo Ga.
Elder W. G. ‘BOYd s - Thomasville, Ga., Rt 4
Elder W. L. Barrow ... seenesemmaseebosLeRRPR SR RSSO e bRR S LRRSSRSS 85 mRORT AR PS4 ERES S R RERSS08 Drlfton Fla.
Elder T. J. BIVant i rrosessasssntssssssss e Pavo, Ga,, Rt. 1
LICENTIATIES
N, L. LamD  cncssssssssmmmmmsmsonsssssssssssesmassssssssssassssestisesssasssassssssssasessisnsasssssssisssssssssessrsesse Meigs, Ga.
JORN RROAES werrrssssesssiassssssssssssssmasssssssmssssssesmenssssssssmmsssssssssssssmsssssssossa cvvesrasassesnsnsses Moultrie, Ga.

L K— e n.n Eth Fai S 0 n At FR R gpas i AR “ |||||| . .il-"t."- nul:- lllllllllllllll . LALTE Rl Ll )] lllnl‘l"ﬂ““llﬂluill;l iiiii 'l NaShvill e , T e nn -
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ASSOCIATIONAL TREASURER REPORT

Balance in Treasurer at Session ....:“..”..“.:..“::“..“:.":.. 13: 00
TOLR] e eeresemsssmessssetiesssssomsmassmessesssetsssssamessessssosssssesessesomesmosssessessssonmessns $116.25

Pald to State ASSOCIALION  srrsormemmeesss e smesseeso e e esssosees oo $ 10.50
" Paid MOJEIator meomivemmeasmmsssmmsenms: et ermssbenseoseresrtanstseeasatstesRs s btranseseranemeranstaerasatraeaie 5.00
Paid ClErk mmeessemmemmsssssssomemressssosmssssminsssssssomsssmseesssssmssms NOE—— 25.00
Total Paid at Asso ciation “'““"‘“‘"““"‘"“‘-“"'T"""'I' .............. e, 3 40.50

‘Balance in Trea | ...........................;...; ............................................................ N $§ 75.95
Received later for printing MINULES acummmmmmmmmscsssssssossomssnmmimmmmmesms " 22.00
1\4;11{11:1@r a Total of .................................................................. $ 97.75

-Co st of Pr1nt1ng Mmutes .............................' ....................... e . $ 93.50
Cost of ‘Mailing Same .cmmmesmmsrsessreses reens s tRe AR AR AR SAR R A0 - 4.65
- $ 98.15

- QUARTERLY 'MEETING REPORT

" Of funds and how they were dxsbursed Received as dues and offer-
mgs from local churches. -
Disbursed as: - :

UnIAEd PLOGIAIM cmemmssmssmsssmsssmessssssmemsssonnstsmssasssssseesstesmssesmsossenssssasenes $ 81.00

MISSIONS  suusscrmsrmasssssserssssmsssssesssssssssssessssmmmsssossessassssssisessessssesssssssstssasssssasisessonsassemmsessesesssmssressss 50.00

Cair0 ChUICH  wmserrecrmmmmsssesmsssisssssssssssammasssmssmnessssasssrssssssmssssssssssssssssstssssensassanes - 43.05

" BIDle  COllEZE  wrssmsssmmassssssaisrssssssssssassssssssssssssssssssassssssssesssssstassssssassssssasssssssenssemssnssses 25.00
~ Rev. Obie Cone (for su:kness) ................................................................. 17.00

ReV. MANSe CASON woresorrmemesmmessestssssmes sttt . 5.00

Paid MOGETALOr commssscsmmesssssesmtmsssssmssssssssssmsssssrmassasssssssrssssssssssassamssasasmessasstssssssssasssas 20.00

Paid Clerk  muemmmsesmmsrassessamssssasmmsssstnssssnssssssmissssssmsssssssssssssarasmsessenssssassssssissssasassss - 20.00

Other EXPENSES mmmmsnmsssinmmminmsmtensmrssmmsnssssmimassssismssosssamsssssesmaensssssimsans 3.85

$264.90

c
Rt. 6, Asst. Mod.;

- Ofﬁcers of Un1on Meeting for 2 years are:
Ga., Mod.; Elder Harvey Glddens Moultrie, Ga.,
J. B. Rlce Moultrie, Ga
Asst. Clerk.

J. Faison, Hartsfield,

Mrs.

Rt. 4, Sect. & Clerk Curtis Gay, Hartsﬁeld Ga,
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- REPORTING OF COMMITTEES -

NOMINATIONS.

We, the Nominating Committee recommend that this Association meet
with Greenwood Church next session, with Elder L. O. Lovett, Lenox, Ga.,

to preach Introductory Sermon. With Elder Lamar Parrish Alternate.

Places for the Union Meetinfs: Nov. 29, 1953. Miday Church: Elder Harvey
Gidde'ns' to preach: Spring Hill Church, Jan, 31, 1954, Elder W, G. Boyd

preach, Bay Church, May 30, 1954, Elder W. A. Sellars to preach Cairo
Church Aug. 29 1954, Elder G D. Roberts to preach.

MURPHY LANIER Chairman.

 DEVOTIONAL

"~ We recommend that Sister J. F. Harmon to have devotional Wed.
- night. Elder Harvey Giddens to preach. Elder Mack Golf to preach Thurs.

MRS. ROSSIE FAISON Chaxr
TEMPERANCE

- We, your Committee on Temperance offer the following report that
we cons:der the liquor trafiic enemy, no one, we further agree that our
church people obstain from theatre, ball games, night clubs, and wordly
recreation, also from buying and selhng or work for any kind on the hablts

We demand that our minsters live and preach temperance to the lay-
- men in our churches, That we endeavor to live peaceable with all men,

TOM HATCHER, Chair.
EDUCATION

\Ve your Committee on Education beg to render the following: That
we recognize the fact that education is the. power of information and as
such we should be careful as to the kind of information our people receive.

Be it resolved, therefore that we place before our youth good literature
which may be produced by our own publishing houses or recommended by
them. That our churches use their influences in getting our youth to at-
tend the summer youth camp and should further Christain training. We
recommend our Bible College. We urge all our people to stand for our
Christian institution with their prayers and financial support, that should
there be those in our midst that are not in sympathy with our Bible College
and youth camp, that they be sure to get facts, before critizing hem and
make sure they make truthful statements.

ELDER A. L. SELLARS, Chair.
DENOMINATIONAL LITERATURE

We, the Committee on Denominational Literature, urged all our church
es to use the Freewill Baptist Literature publish by the Freewslll Baptist Press,
Ayden, N. C., for all church work, We also urge our people to take the
Freewﬂl Baptlst paper. If and when they start pubhshlng of the Georgla
paper, that every one subscnbe for it.

'MRS. JULIA FAISON, Chair.
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- AUXILIARIES

- We, the Committee find six churches having Sunday School ﬁve wrth_
weekly prayer meetlngs four with leagues, two with aux1har1es

We urge that every I::oodyr pray about these auxiliaries in the churches
that don't have them, for we believe that if they'll first pray they'll do some-

thing about orgamzlng these which are so needed for the training of our.
children. o .

| MRS. E. L. DU_NLAP, Chair.
R RESOLU;FIONS

We, your Committee recommend the re- adoptron of the last year's
budget to stand as written.

We recommend that the Government and Ordinances be Ieft as it -is.

We recommend that we adopt a loan for new churches being built.

Last year’s budget as fo]lows |

o . $10.00; Bethlehem $8:00:; Carro $5 00; Clements Brldge $5 00:
M1dw1y '$15.00: Kennedy Chaoel $3:00: Greenwood $10.00; Salem:
%101005; Spring . Hill: $10. 00; New Hope: $5.00; Thomasvﬂle $10 00; St.
au 10.00,

‘ELDER LAMAR PARRISH, Chair.
CREDENTIALS

We, your Credential Commrttee, Smelt the following report - We
have examined_the delegations from Proctor Chapel and Poulan Churches,
and ‘also received statement from their pastor and according to their testi-
monies we find that the said churches intend to remain with their pastor
erespective of the action of the Aesoclatron and according to testimony of
their pastor H. E. Rogers, we find he is not in fellowship with Bro. Shutes,
and he states that he does not desire to be in the Assocratron with him
unless apoligies are made by Bro. Shutes. We cannot recommend that the

Association receive the delegates of Proctor Chapel or Poulan Church unt11
grievences are settled. -

~ Further-more, the committee finds that according to the testimony. of
the Proctor Chapel Church delegates and pastor. The Executive Commit-
tee, which is the Association between sessions, was not received cordially
by .them, when it was their purpose to help them. We consider it the duty
of the Proctor Chapel Church and Pastor to apoligize to Committee  for
~ their rude treatment. - Should this be done, we recommend that the Church
and Pastor come under the watch care of this Association for a period of
one vear, and should this recommendation be complied with the Church
and Pastor well then be consrdered in full fellowshlp

The Committee feels it advisable that Poulan Church petttlonmtlr for
membership be received under the Association for 1 year., When put to
vote. - Counted votes were 22 for, 4 against. i |

| _.'_,_,__Respec-tively "submitted..Oct.. 22;”1953. | |
R B SR CURTIS GAY, Chair.
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GOVERNMENT AND ORDINANCES

1. We behcve'thottgcspcl church or Church of Christ, is a congre-
gation of Christians constituted and govcrncd according to the rulcs laid
- down in the New Testament.

2. That these rulcs require churchcs to preserve the form of govern-
ment and ordinances of the first Christian churches and to be composed of |
bapt1scd beilevers in Christ,

3. That the visible church is the aggregate or whole number of gospel
churches, and that the invisible church is ¢omposed of the redeemed now
in heaven and such Christians on earth as are not attached to the visible
church according to gospel rules,

4, That the establishment of a central Catholic government over - the
visible church, or any part thereof, is a device of earthly ambition, repungent
to, the Word of God, subscrwcnt to the churches and dangerous to the
hbcrty of man. |

5. That gospel churches are the only eccelesrastlcal bodies or trlbunala
authorized by the Scriptures; and that cach church has the unrestricted right
to administer its own government without supervision or interference, being
under Christ essentially independent and absolute, and that if ‘this rlght be
surrendcred to. superintending jurisdictian by delegates or othcrwrse the
assembly ceases to be a Gospel church.

6. That churches may, nevertheless, we suppose, meet by delegates,
form an association and declare the terms upon which they wrll keep up
the correspondence; but that the right and authority of churches being in-
alicnable, or in no way compromiscd‘or hindered by entering into an asso-
ciation, and therefore an association has no authority over churches or indi-
vrduals their only power being to transact business which does not pertain
‘to churches in their ccclesiatical capacity; to promote natural intercourses,
‘and a concentration of voluntary effort; and to give that advice to churches
-which mlght equal authorrty grvcn by an individual,

. 1. That the authority - of the Churches is dcsrgnatcd for the perpetua-
“tion-of the true religion of the Gospel, and for the preservation of true and
~orderly body of Christians on earth; that it is fully sufficient for the pur-
pose intended, but that does not extend to persons, property or the con-
" science of men in any manner whatsoever.

| _That the only requirement to church membership are faith in Christ
and obcdrencc to the Gospel; that faith in Christ nesessarily exists in con-
nection with the belief in the fundamental truths of Chrrstlanrtv, and that
to prescribe: any other requisite of such membership is an assumption of
authonty on the part of the church and a departure from the GO‘ipel plan

- That the officers of a church are elders and deacons;. that the
e]ders are called bishops or pastors, and all of the clders are cqual in rank
though they may perform different functions—since some may be bishops
or pastors of particular churches, while othcrs may be simple elders havmg
no pastoral charge. '

10. That the authority of a minister of the Gospel extends to teach-
ing exhortation, rebuke, helpmg with Lords supper, marriage, baptize, that
he cannot pcrforrn any acts that belong to the authority of the church—
such as the reception of members into the church compact, or the expul-
sion of the offenders, that as a member of the church, he is not more than
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any other member, and if he is guilty of transgression he is to be brought
to trial before his brethren according to Matt. 18: 15, 17. Acquitted in
the same manner as if he were a private person; yet we think it prudent
to call in adwsory help especially if the minister is to be tried upon a charge
of heresy.

11, That Christian Baptism 1is- thc immersion of the believer in water
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

12, That the Lord's Supper and washing of the Saint’s fect are

. ordinances to be observed in thc church until thc Lord comes. John 13;
ITIm 5, 9, 10. |

13.  That Elders and Deacons must be set apart to thc:r office or ordrna-_
tion, by laying on of the hands of the presbytery and prayer, without which
they are not authorized to administer the ordinances pertaining to their
- respective offices. - -

14. No licentiate shall be ordained until called in care of one or more .
churches. | "

CHURCH DECORUM

1. The church may choose a pastor annually at the ]ast regular con-
ference in Association year; or if they prefer it, may choose a pastor for
an indefinite length 'of time to continue from year to year, as long as he
may deem it proper to kcep up the conncctlon .

2. When it becomes necessary, ‘a pastor may be chosen at any other
time; but if the choice be made at a special conference the time must be:
appomtcd at 2 monthly meeting of the church.

3. The pastor shall be Moderator of thc church, but when he is absent
or does not sit as moderator being present, ‘some suitable brother shall be
appointed to sit in his place.

4. There shall be two or more. dcacons in the church, whose duty
it shall be to superintend the collection and disbursement of all contribu-
tions made by the church for the pastor, etc.,, and to distribute the bread
and wine in the admmlstratron of the Lord’s Supper and to baptrzc if neces-
sary.

5. The Deacons shall take notice of such members as refuse or neg]cct
to partake of the Lord’s Supper and endeavor to ascertain the cause that
the same ‘may be laid before the church in conference if necessary.

6. Some suitable member shall be appomtcd Clerk and it shall be his
duty to do all the recording and writing pertaining to the business of the
church and to preserve a ﬁle of the minutes of the Assocranon

7. When a Clerk is appointed, all the books, mlnutes etc bclonqmg
to the Clerk, shall be immediately delivered to him by his prcdcccssor Also,
it shall be the duty of the church clerk and a- ‘appointed committee to revise
the church roll at least once a year. It shall be the duty of the pastors to

instruct the deacons and clerks of their churches in regard to money for
m1nutcs |

8. Thc church shall hold a two da s monthly meeting if dcsrred

embracing Saturday and the Lord’s Day followmg, the ﬁrst of whlch shall
be the regular time of the conference. | | |
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- 9. It shall be the duty of every member, male or female to attend
each conference meeting, if- they can, for on that day the pastor is expected
- to instruct the church in a certain manner by giving plain and pointed les-
sons on doctrine, discipline and the rules of holy living.

10. Any male member who shall fail to attend THREE successive con-
ferences, and any member whatever of the church according to the Covenant
(Article 5) shall be cited to appear in conference and answer for his neglect;
but the church may exempt members from this rule if necessary.

11. Conferences shall be opened and conducted as follows: (1) Prayer
unless divine service has just been concluded, and generally then..  (2)
Invite visiting brethren to seats. (3) Open the door for reception of mem-
bers. (4) Call for absentees.  (5) For acknowledgements. (6) For ref-
erence of deferred business. (7) For matters of dealing which are in order
to come before the church., (8) For miscellaneous business.

12. Visiting brethren, as helpers called in from sister churches, shall
speak and make motions or seconds, but not allowed to vote. |

13. An orderly member of the fundamently protesant church who
does not hold thls church in fellowship may be received into the church
without a letter when it is made apparent that his Christian character is un-
impeachable and that has applied for a letter and could not obtain it be-
cause he desired to join this or some sister church All other persons must
join by letter or baptism.

| 14, No member shall be received without the unanimous consent of

the members present, but unrcasonable objections shall not be wvalid, unless
withdrawn, the members who make them shall be liable to be taken under
deahng with the church.

15. When the Moderator calls for. absentees the Clerk shall inform
the. church what male members have been absent from three successive con-
ferences and the Moderator shall appoint some brother or brethren to cite
each of them to the next conference.

16; No member shall be’ exp elled un]eqs ‘he has been cited verballv
O}rx mhwntmg to attend the trial, prowded his residence be known to the
churc o | -

17. When a witness, not 2 member of the éhurch is introduced, he
shall not be examined until the question has been put to the church. Will

. you hear the testimony of the witness?

. 18. The evidence in every case or dealing and knowledﬂement shall_
| be recorded in the church book.

19 Members dismissed from the church by letter mho become disord-
erly or continue to hold their letter mthout good reason shall be’ cited to
conference to answer for their misconduct. -

20. Expelled members shall be restored to fe]lofwship on their petition
if their walk since expulsion has convinced the church that they have sin-
cerely repented for their former evil. -

" 21. A vote shall not be taken upon questions without a move and a
second and on all 1mportant questions the vote shall be taken by rising
“to the feet.

- 22. No motlon shall be made while a move and second is before the
conference. Unless to amend, to rescend or to hold.- o
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23. It shall be considered disorderly for any member to absent-himself
from conference when an important question is to be decided; but a mem-
ber, upon receipt, may be exempted by the church from voting on either
side in peculiar cases.

24.  No member shall leave- the house durlng conference W1thout a
sufficient cause, nor engage in conversation Or whlspermg W1th0dt belng
subject to be called by the Moderator.

25; All dlscussmns in' conference must be conducted with calmness
and good feeling; those who 5peak must rise to their fect and address the
Moderator and keep the pomt in the debate.

26. No one shall speak more than two times on the same question
‘without permission from the Moderator nor shall the’ remarks of ‘any one
be unreasonably long. - -

27. When the Moderator speaks he must de51gnate some brother to
act in his stead. B -

28. No one shall be interrupted while speaking unless it can be to call_
the speaker to order.

29. It shall be the dut of each church to attend to the administration
of the Lord’s Supper and washmg of the Saint's feet at least quarterly a
year.

30 Members not in. good standing should not commune, but the ad-
ministration should not be deferred on account of any ordmary matter of
“dealing.

31. Public fasting, humlhamon and prayer shall be observcd on proper
occasions. -

32. No Licentiate shall be ordained until called inﬂ' care of one or mor¢
churches. | B | | | |

33. This Decorum may be altered or amended by a two- thlrds vote
‘of the membership present at any two consecutlve monthly confercnces

CHURCH COVENANT

1. Having been brought, as we humbl trust, by Divine Grace into
the knowledge of our Divine Lord and Sav1or ]esus Christ, and to devote
our time and talents to the interest of pure and undefiled religion, we do
solemnly convenant with each other to walk together in love and brotherly
kindness and to glorfy God through life as the on]y hope in death, |

2. We agree to exercise Christian love and affection for each other
as members of the household of faith; that the knowledge of truth may
be glorified in us and by us, to the end that we may be perfcct in the w1ll
of God through' Christ Jesus concerning us. o | |

3. We endeavor to uphold the public WOI‘Shlp of Almlght God
and ordinances of His church, not to forsake the assembling of ourselves
together; that we will cheerfully contribute . of the means with which we
are blessed for the ministry among us and other necessary expenses of the

church.

4. We will not neglect the devotional exercises of secret prayer and
" the duties of family worship, and the training up of our children, and those
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under our care with a view to the service of Christ and the enjoyment of
Heaven. -

5. We agree to neglect our secular or worldly avocation to attend
the stated meetings of the church and to labor for its prosperity in the
most holy faith, believing that if we do this we let our light shine; if we
fail to attend to the sacred duties we. prove to be a stumbhng block to the
world and a reproach to the church -

6. We believe that all Christians .are endowed with certain talents
and influences, for the improvement of which they will be accountable to
the Great Head of the church; that if there are unruly members in the
church, it is our duty to approach such in the spirit of love and to admonish
them to forsake their evil doings, if they will not hear thee, take one or two
more that in the mouth of two or three witnesses that every word may be
established; then if they will not hear the Church then let them be unto
thee as'an heathen man and a publican.

7. We believe the worldly dance and drinking ardent sprrlts with the

co-mingling with drunkards are sins which should be condemned by the
church .

8. It shall be the duty of all pastors to read or have read this Covenant
and to explain every part and clause thereof to the church quarterly.

DECORUM

1. That the officers of this. Assoc1at1on shall be elected at the close
of session. The election shall corne on even years and they shall hold
office 2 years,

2. At each session and previous to proceedrng to business the names
of the mlnrsters and delegates shall be called.

3. An person wishing to speak shall rise and address the Moderator.
He shall conﬁne himself to the question under consideration and avoid
| _personalrtres

4. No person qhall speak more than twice on any subject without
permlssron from the body,

- 5. No motion shall be Wlthdrawn after 1ts discussion.

6. When a questron is under discussion no motion or proposition shall
be received except to adjourn to lay on the table, to amend or postpone
indefinitely, which several rnotlons shall ‘be. preferred in the order in which
they are stated.

7. . Appointments shall be made by the Moderator of the AsSocratlon
or whoever he may appomt |

8. After a motion has been decided any member having vot..,:l in the
affirmative may move a reconsideration.

9. No member shall' absent himself during the session without per-
‘mission from the presiding ofhcer, and none =hall take final leave of absence
-wrthout permrssron from the body. ~ - '

10.. The Association has a rlght to decide What matter shall be admit-
‘ted to its conmderatron o | |
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11. This. Decorum may be amended at any.session of the Assocratron

- by a majority vote.

12. No church shall liberate any minister coming from any other de-
nomination until he has been examined by the Ordained Council and re-
ceived credentials bearing their approval -

CONSTITUTION

1. This Assoeranon sha]l hereafter be known as the Unron Free Wr]l
Baptist Assoc1at10n -

2. It shall be composed of: (1) ‘The ministers, both ordained and
licensed, belonging thereto: (2) Legal delegates from the churches com-
posrng the same and deacons

3. Requirement of churches Each church shall be required to send
up an annual report to the Association in which they shall make a brief
statement of the pastor, report the character and usefulness of the minister
whose membership is with them, give name and postoffice of the Church
Clerk, give the number baptised, received by letter, dismissed by letter, re-
stored excluded, and died, the number of members and the amount pard

for Assucratlonal purposes and all other purposes -

Bach church in the Association shall be considered an advisory
body and shall control its own internal affairs having the unrestricted right
to administer its own government without suspension or rnterference, bemg
under Christ essentially 1ndependent and absolute.

5. This body shall be considered ‘an advisory council whose 'duty
is to mect annually at such places as may be agreed upon at the previous
session and not to adjourn formally until all business is settled and while
there it shall be its duty to examine all questions of general interest to the
Association and to use their best influence to promote a moral and benevolent
means and 1nst1tut10n such as education, Sunday Schools, m1ssronary work,
etc. -

6. The officers of this Association shall be Moderator Clerk and
Treasurer Executive Committee to be chosen by ballots.

7. Churches wrshrng to become members of this Assocratron must adopt
.our artlcles of faith and conform to its usages. ~

8. That all churches sending to this Assocratron shall be allowed
not more than 3 delegates.

9. This Constitution may be altered or amended at any session of this
Assocratlon by a ma]onty of votes.

ARTICLES OF FAITH

First, We believe that there is but one.living, true and eternal God,

the Father, of whom are all things from everlastrng, glorious and 1mmutab1e:
in all His attributes.—I Cor. 8: 6, Isa. 40:28.

2. We believe that there is one Lord Jesus Chrlst by whom are ‘all
things, the only begotten Son of God, born of the Vrrgrn Mary, whom -
God freely sent into this world, because of the great love wherewith He
loved the world; and Christ as freely gave Himself a ransome for all, tast-
ing death for every man, who was buried and rose agam the thrrd day, and
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ascended into- Heaven, from whence we look for.Hlm the Setond time. in
the clouds of Heaven at the last day to judge both quick and dead —I Tim.
2:3, 6; Heb, 2-9; St. John 8; Act524Eph31Eph6 .

3. We believe that there is one Holy Ghost, the precious glft of the
Father through His dear Son, unto the world, who quickeneth and draweth
sinners home to God.—St. John 16:7, 8; Acts 2:4: Eph 3:1; Eph. 4:4; 6.
And that he comes into our hearts. ]ohn 1: 1; 12; Gal. 4:4;-16; 2nd. Cor.
5:12; Titus 3: 5; 1, John 5: 1; 10: 13.

- 4, We believe in the Begmnlng God made man uprlght and placed
him in a state of glory without the least mixture of misery, from which he
voluntarily by transgression, fell, and by that means brought on himself
a miserable and mortal state subject to death.—Gen' 2:17; 3:19, .

5. We believe that God is not willing that any should perlqh but
that all should come to repentance and knowledge of truth, that they might
be saved; for which in Christ hath commanded the gosp el to be preachcd
among all nations and to every creature.—Mark 16: 15 Luke 24 47 ]ohn

15 1'7 I Tim. 2:4.

6. We believe that no man shall suffer in hell for want of Christ
who -died for him, but as the Scripture has said, for denying the Lord that
brought them; because they believed not in the name of the only begotten
Son of God. ' Unbelief, therefore, being the cause why the just and right-
cous God of Heaven will condemn the children of men; it follows against
all argument that all men, at one time or other, are found in such capacity
as that through the grace of God they may be eternally saved.~—Acts 17:30;
Mark 6:6; Heb. 3:10; I]ohn 5:10. |

7. We believe the whole Scriptures are 1nfalhbly true, and that thcy
are the only rules of faith and practice.—Il.Tim. 3:16, 17. .

| ‘8. We believe in the doctrine of General Provision made of God in

- Christ, for the benefit of all mankind, who repent and believe in the Gospel.
--L—;I-Ltlike 14:16, 20; Matt 28:19, 20; Luke 13:3, 3; Luke 24:47; Acts 3: 19
ark 1:15.

- 9. We believe that sinners are drawn to God, the Father, by the Holy
Ghost, through Christ His Son, and that the Holy Ghost offers His divine
aid to all the human family; so as they all might be happy, would they give
place to His divine teachings; whereas, such who do not receive the divine
impressions of His Holy Spirit, shall at a future day, own their condemna-
tion just, and charge themselves with their own damnation, for willfully

rejecting the offers of soverign grave—Matt. 11: 2'7 St ]ohn 6:45, 65; Ps

11 Tit. 2:11, 12; Jer. 22:29. | :

10. We believe that men, not considered, 1mp1y as men, but ungodly
men, were of old ordained to condemnation, considered such who turn the
grace of God into lascivousness, denying the only Lord God and our Tord
Jesus Christ, who brought them, and therefore, shall bring upon themselves
swift destruction; but, we observe that they, and such the Apostle saith be-
cause they receive not the love of the truth "that they might be saved, there-
fore the indignation and wrath of God.is upon every soul of man that doeth ’
evil, living and dying therein; for there is no respect of persons with God.

‘ -——]ude 1:4: 11 Peter21 I1 Thes 2: 11 12 Rom. 2:9, 11,

11. We believe that all children dying in infancy, having not actually -
transgressed against the law of God, in their own person, are only subject
to the first death, which was brought on them by the fall of the ﬁrst Adarn
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and not that any of them dy1 1ng in’ th'{t state, shall suffer pumshment in
hell by the guilt of Adam’s sin, for “of such is the Kingdom of God."—
I Cor. 15:22; Matt, 18:25; Mark 9:36, 37; Matt. 18:25; Matt, 19:13.

12. - We believe that good works are the fruits of a saving faith, and
that in the use of the means of grace, and not out of the use of those means,
eternal life is promised to men.—Rev. 22:14, 15; Isa. 1:19, 20; Mutt. 7: 8
Jer. 6:16; Luke 13:34, 35,

13, We believe that no man has any warrant in the Holy Scriptures
for justification before God through his own works, power or ablllty, which
he has in and of himself, only as he by grace is made able to come to God
through Jesus Christ; bellevmg the righteousness of Jesus Christ to be im-

puted to all believers for their eternal acceptance with God -——-Rom 4:24;
Acts 8:20, 21. -

14, We believe that all thlngs are foreseen in the wisdom of God, so
that God knoweth whatsoever can or cannot come to pass upon all supposed
conditions; yet not as having decreed any person to everlasting death or
everlastlng life, out of respect or mere choice, further than He hath ap-
pointed the godly unto life, and the ungodly, who die in sin unto death.—
- Heb.-4:13; Prov. 8:22, 31; Matt. 25: 31, 46, -

15. We believe, as touching g05pel ordinances, in believers baptism,
laying on of hands, receiving of the sacrement in bread and wine, washing
the saint’s feet, annointing the sick with oil in the name of the Lord fasting;
prayer, singing praise to God, and the public ministry of the Word wit
every institution of the Lord we shall ﬁnd in the New Testament.—Mark

16:15, 16; Acts 8:17; Acts 19:6; Luke 22:19, 20; John 13:5, 17; Jas. 5:14.

16. We believe the Gospel mode of baptism is by immersion, and that
the believers are the only sub]ects for baptism.—Matt, 3:16; Mark 1:9, 10;
| Acts319 21; Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12. . |

" 17. We believe in a general resurrection of the dead and 2 ﬁnal ]udgf
ment at the last day.—John 5:28, 29; II Cor. 5:10.

18. We believe the happiness of the righteous is eternal and the tor-
ments of the wicked are endless.—Matt. 25:46.,

ORDER OF ASSOCIATIONAL BUSINESS - |
1. The body at each session shall be opened and closed with prayer.

2. Call for church letters and have them read, and names of mlnlsters |
and delegates enrolled. - |

3. Elect a Moderator, Assistant Moderator, Clerk and Treasurer by
ballot every 2 years.

4. Call for Petitionary Letters. o
5.  Invite visiting brethren to seats with us.
6. Call Corresponding Messengers.

- 7. Appoint Commiteees: (a) Preachihg; (b) Denominational Literature;
(c) Temperance; (d) Credential; (e) Education; (f) Ministers; (g) Aux-- |
" iliaries; (h) Resolutmns (i) F1nance, (j) Card of Thanks.

8. Unfinished business.
9. Report of committees.
10. Miscellaneous business.
11. Adjournment.
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