Recently, I was blessed to be able to spend a few days
with our Task Force Troy soldiers, sailors, and airmen
at Camp Speicher, Iraq. We flew by helicopter (Black-
hawk) on the way up and flew back on a C-130.

I noticed something about both flights. At no point
did the pilot ask for my help or advice about how to fly
the aircraft. Why not? Did the pilots know that even
though I had flown many times, I wasn’t a pilot and
had no clue how to fly a helicopter or airplane? Did
they know that [ had no idea how to get where we were
going? Do you think they had made this trip numerous
times before and knew they didn’t need my help?

The good news for all of us was that both pilots were
fully qualified and capable and did, in fact, get us safely
to our destination, without any help, advice, guidance,
or assistance from me.

While it may seem silly, foolish, even crazy for some-
one who has never flown before to try to fly a helicop-
ter or airplane all by themselves, we do it all the time
in life.

Rather than trusting God to guide us and carry us
through life, we take control of our lives and take the
lives of our loved ones into our own hands.”

Even though God wrote “the Book” (Bible) on how
to live, be happy, have a good marriage, raise a fam-
ily, have a meaningful life, and even more importantly,
how to make it to Heaven, somehow we think we can
do better than the God who created and runs the uni-
verse. Even though God is omniscient and omnipotent,
we think we are smarter and know more about our lives
than He does. Even though God is omnipresent, we are
afraid of being alone, and even though God loves us
enough to give His own Son for us, we don’t trust Him
to take care of us and provide for all our needs. It all
really comes down to this; we just like to be in control
and think that we know what we are doing. That really
isn’t the case. This is why so many lives and homes
“crash and burn,” and why so many lives are devas-
tated and left in shambles.

Who
Is Your

Pilot

Take it from a chaplain who has seen it and learned
it over and over again (and is still learning it).

"The ONLY way for us to be
truly happy, successful, and to
make it safely to our heavenly
home is to surrender control of
our lives to God.”

By the way, He isn’t interested in being your “co-
pilot” (sorry if you have the bumper sticker on your
car back home). God knows what He is doing, loves
you a billion times more than anyone else loves you,
knows where He is going, and He is the only way for
you to find true joy, peace, happiness, love, meaning,
and eternal life. He is your pilot, and He doesn’t need
your help.

So, when it comes to your life and your eternal life,
let God be the Lord of your life. To do otherwise would
be silly, foolish, or even crazy. If you trust God, I prom-
ise your trip will go far more smoothly, and you are
guaranteed to make it safely to your final destination
(Heaven). O
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MISSION:

NORTH
AMERICA

Same Mission...New Name

THE MISSION OF THE HOME MISSIONS DEPARTMENT
has always been to plant Free Will Baptist churches across
North America. Of all the things we do, this is the top pri-
ority! Many programs have been established over the years
to help accomplish this enormous task. The Church Exten-
sion Loan Fund was established so Free Will Baptist people
could invest their money at a good rate of interest (as high
as 5.5% presently). That money then could be loaned to
Home Mission churches and established Free Will Baptist
churches to buy property and build buildings. C.E.L.F. is
one of the strongest aspects of Home Missions today.

Over the years, Home Missions has sponsored Roll Call
Sunday, to encourage evangelism and growth in our local
churches. Materials for evangelism and church planting
have been developed for this area of ministry. The Home
Missions Department also has worked with the Master’s
Men Department to sponsor Operation Saturation, and many
have gone out to help in the mission churches. We remain
the endorsing agency for Free Will Baptist military chap-
lains in all branches of service.

Hundreds of churches have been planted and taken to
self-supporting status. Richard Atwood is presently train-
ing missionary couples in Boot Camps at our offices and
around the country. Larry Powell is following in the foot-
steps of some of the greatest men I know, as general director
of Home Missions. His leadership and vision have led the
department to record numbers of missionaries being ap-
proved and placed on the field. He has led Home Missions
to record lows in missionary deficits and record highs in
giving to Home Missions. God has blessed the ministry of
Home Missions over the years and is continuing to do so.

For many years now we have sponsored the Benjamin
Randall Offering each year on the Sunday before Thanksgiv-
ing. Home Missions participates in The Together Way Plan
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“I have set thee
to be a light of the

Gentiles ... for
salvation unto the
ends of the earth.”

Acts 13:47b

By David Crowe

sponsored by the National Association of Free Will Baptists
through this offering. This year we are changing the name
of our yearly offering. You will hear us talk and preach
about Mission: North America. This is the new name of the
offering and will be the focus of everything we do at Home
Missions. Our official name will remain Free Will Baptist
Home Missions, but our focus will be on the mission given
to our department when it was established by the denomi-
nation over 50 years ago. That mission is to plant Free Will
Baptist churches across North America (including all 50
states, Canada, Mexico and the U.S. territories).

By giving to the Mission: North America Offering in No-
vember, you can help the entire program of Home Missions.
We will continue to emphasize our heritage and history, in-
cluding not only Benjamin Randall and the Northern Free
Will Baptists but Paul Palmer and the Southern Free Will
Baptists, the Free Communion Baptists of New York, the
Six-Principle Baptists of New England, and the General Free
Will Baptists of Europe. 0

Please join us as we sharpen

and fulfill our mission.

ABOUT THE WRITER: David Crowe is the director of development
for the Home Missions Department. Read more about the vision
and work of Home Missions at www.homemissions.net.
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Missionary Support

Thank you for trusting Home Missions to spend your
money carefully. When you send your financial gift to us,
we use it for missionary training and support. What is mis-
sionary support? Each year, our office team sends out thou-
sands of missionary newsletters, missionary prayer cards,
directories and maps, and maintains a website.

Additional information and supplemental evangelistic
materials are printed and made available to the public at
no charge each year. News from the field about soul win-
ning and mission church activities is also published in ONE
Magazine.

These funds also help church planters with “start up”
costs such as television/radio advertising, printing, and
renting facilities.

Missionary support dollars fund regional training, annu-
al sessions, and missionary “boot camps” filled with inten-
sive training and a comprehensive plan to help missionar-
ies connect with the 500 hundred ethnic groups and 638
language groups now in American communities. Church
planters receive special training to reach out to the 40 mil-
lion Hispanics in America, 13 million Asians in towns and
cities, and a host of various other nationalities. Your mon-
ey helps cross-cultural church planters secure proper papers
that enable them to work in our country.

You support seminaries in Mexico and share Jesus with
Native Americans at White Earth Reservation in Minne-
sota. God has sent the world to our doorstep, and you are
partnering with Home Missions to reach them with the
message that Jesus saves. Many of you support the Build
My Church Endowment that helps provide funds to help
church planters buy land and build facilities.

By Larry A. Powell

DID YOU EVER WONDER how the money you send to Home
Missions is spent? | am sure the thought has crossed your mind
at some point. Let me explain how we are spending your money.

Missionary Accounts

Most of the funds we receive from you and your church go directly into
missionary accounts. Because you have been so faithful to support North
American church planting efforts, your missionaries have little or no defi-
cit accounts at this time. Thank you from my heart for your continued sup-
port for all of our Home Missions church planters. On behalf of all Home
Missions church planters, we thank you!

Administrative Support

Free Will Baptists also send money designated for ad-
ministrative operations. We end each year with no deficits
in our administrative office. Recently, we downsized our
administrative staff. We now have three directors and four
assistants. Our team efficiently cares for the needs of 65
missionary teams, endorses the ministry of Free Will Bap-
tist chaplains around the world, and directs cross-cultural
efforts in North America.

Administrative costs include salaries, health needs, and
office equipment. The most mind-boggling of administra-
tive costs fall in the areas of auto, travel, and postage. It is
our constant aim to spend less of your money on adminis-
trative costs and more funds taking care of missionaries.

Finding the Money

Home Missions wants to be good stewards of the money
you send. Home Missions North America is accountable to
you, our supporters, and the National Association of Free
Will Baptists. Most of all we must give account of our stew-
ardship to God.

We must, along with stewardship, have a vision for
reaching communities with the gospel of salvation. We
must ever push to reach the masses. Let me stimulate your
thinking about giving. Let me motivate you to invest in
soul winning and discipleship efforts. When you send your
money, I assure you we will spend it wisely. O

ABOUT THE WRITER: Larry A. Powell is the general director of
the Free Will Baptist Home Missions Department.
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IT IS HOT, HARD, AND MONOTONOUS. You sweat, itch,
sting, and then you sweat some more. If you are paid just
20 cents an hour for shocking hay, the work seems even
harder, especially if the man next to you is leaning on his
pitchfork, smoking a hand-rolled cigarette, and getting
paid three times as much.

At age 13, Howard Price and his cousin hired out to a
neighbor but chafed all morning under the inequity of the
labor and the fierce Virginia sun. At home for lunch, How-
ard complained to his father, “It’s not right.”

“I'll tell you what'’s right,” his father said. “You agreed
to shock hay for 20 cents an hour, and so you go back and
finish the day like you promised. And work as hard this
afternoon as you did this morning. That’s what's right!”

Entrepreneur Howard Price has learned many lessons in
his 71 years, but his father’s instruction about being a man
of your word started it all. By 1970, when Howard opened
his first business, he had also learned from his father the
importance of taking responsibility for your mistakes.

Although he was the youngest son of 12 children, How-
ard was never babied on the family’s dairy farm. When he

g

h

;

o

1 f

~

-

Wit

chased his nephew with the tractor, ran into a ditch, broke
the steering, and flipped the tractor, his father made him
sell his prized 4-H hog to pay for repairs.

In addition to those childhood lessons, Howard gained
wisdom from adult mentors and business partners. While
finishing college at FWBBC in the 1960’s, he developed
management skKills at a rental store in Nashville. Through
that learn-as-you-go training, Howard became adept in
electronics, welding, carpentry, small engine repair, more
management skills, and being able to spot a good deal. So
in 1970, he and a successtul Georgia businessman began
a tool rental business. “When you don’t have a lot to give
people, you beat your competition with service,” Howard
says, “and that’s what I did.”

In addition to learning that lesson during his first part-
nership, Howard committed all his resources, including
both time and money, back into the business to make it
grow. Three years later he bought out his partner.

Over the years, Howard has started and managed more
than half a dozen businesses, from building and construc-
tion to auto parts and janitorial services, rentals for lawns,
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gardens, contractors, weddings, and
parties. Among the principles he has
learned is the concept of forming
partnerships cautiously.

“One of my partners claimed to be
a Christian, but didn’t live like one.
He also was lazy. I've never considered
myself just a businessman: I'm a stew-
ard. Everything I have belongs to the
Lord, and I work for
Him. So I dissolved
that partnership.”

Among Howard's

philosophy of busi-
ness and life in gen-
eral is the view that
“you don't com-
plain or talk about
others. If you look
hard enough, you find some good.
And just as important is doing the job
right the first time.”
“] find it difficult to be hard-nosed,”
Howard confesses. “I've tried to teach
and train my employees to tend to
the little things, give good service,
and keep records. Doing the small
things may take only 20-30 seconds,
but they make a big difference. Not all
people learn that.”

Perhaps Howard’s most impor-
tant lessons have come from business
experience itself. When planning
the three-section building that now
houses two rental businesses, Howard
decided to do it like he always had—
himself.

“Before I designed and drew the
plans for Arrow and Occasions, the
only thing I'd ever built was a dog-
house, but I thought I could do it.
And I did, but I cost myself a lot of
extra money because of it,” Howard
says with a grin and a shrug.

Still, Howard holds that entrepre-
neurs have to believe they can do what
needs to be done. “Sometimes you're
naive and fly by the seat of your pants,
but you have to have the will to find a
way to do whatever you need to do.”
Howard believes that sweat equity is a
large part of what has made his ven-
tures thrive:

In fact, Howard’s wife Miriam says
that even in retirement, Howard still

“The difference in me and my
competitors has sometimes

been that I've given a hard he
day’s work every day.”

loves to work. “His mind is always
going. He just got back from Virginia
where he’s renovating a house that
somebody else might say needed to
be bulldozed down. But he’s made it
really nice. Plus he’s doing it as a favor
to help someone else.”

For several years now, Howard
has not been involved in the day-to-
day  op-
eration of
his rental
business.
Instead,
buys,
renovates,
and turns
houses
into in-
come properties. He has recently
completed number 16. He says these
properties have been among his best
business ventures. One he had moved

to a new location. After a complete
overhaul, the house was appraised for
more than twice his total investment,
plus it brings in monthly income.
How does Howard know a good
deal when he sees it? “Use common
sense. Know whether the price is
right. Check the neighborhood, the
house next door. Ask yourself if you
can do the work and if you are willing
to. Do you have the money?”
Another lesson Howard has learned
is how to deal with debt. “It’s not a sin
to borrow money, but I don't like per-
sonal debt. In business, I’'ve had bad
years and good years, but I've never
been insolvent. I've always known
that you can’t borrow your way out.
Right now I have 16 rental properties,

and all except two are paid for, and
they soon will be.”

Howard also says from his years in
business that you better live on what
you make. “I've never taken equity
out of my businesses to live a certain
lifestyle. It’s done all the time, but I
never have and never will do that.”

Above all, Howard focuses on
stewardship rather than ownership.
Miriam says of her husband, “He has
a big heart. If renters don’t pay, he lets
them stay and tries to help them work
it out.” Howard sees that as part of his
role as a steward over what God has
given into his supervision.

Businessmen also have to plan for
the future, Howard says. His role as
steward has guided how his property
and resources will be handled in his
latter years and even after his death.
In addition to the business and rental
properties, Howard has invested in
stock and mutual funds and
has arranged a Unitrust at
the Free Will Baptist Foun-
dation.

“The Unitrust does what I
want to do: gives us income
now and goes to charity in
the end. I've made arrange-
ments for my children, but
I'm not going to give every-
thing to them.”

A long-time friend says
of Howard, “When he sees a
deal, he goes after it. And he knows
the Foundation’s Unitrust is a good
deal.”

Howard Price will finish life as he
began. He will be big-hearted, a man
of his word, and a steward of the Lord’s
gifts to him. Miriam says with a smile:
“If Howard dies before me, I'll lay his
hammer and saw beside him because
he will never quit.” And perhaps that
is the final lesson from this generous
entrepreneur. 0O

About the Writers: Bill Evans, former director of the
Free Will Baptist Foundation, lives in Catlettsburg,
KY, with his wife Brenda, a retired English teacher.
They are proud grandparents of six. To learn more
about unitrusts and other planned-giving options
offered by the Free Will Baptist Foundation, visit
www. FWBgifts.org.
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ALMOST EVERY AMERICAN is familiar with the term binge. Defined
as an act of excessive or compulsive consumption, a binge is a spree—
unrestrained and often excessive. Usually associated with eating,
drinking, and shopping, most everyone agrees that bingeing is not a
good idea. Unrestrained lifestyles end up damaging both bodies and
bank accounts.

However, many members of the “boomer” generation are guilty
of bingeing in another, less familiar area—binge “saving.” Sadly, few
think this type of bingeing is a problem.



Many soon-to-be retirees face the frightening prospect of not being pre-
pared for their quickly approaching golden years.

As a result, they start loading up their retirement funds with all the
money they can spare, preparing for the future. This type of binge is not
necessarily a bad thing. After all, when you are ill prepared for retirement,
every penny counts! But bingeing for retirement is not the best way.

Boomers now realize they will need more money than past generations
as a result of better health care, longer life expectancy, and self-indulgent
behavior.

Statisticians tell us that boomers, as a group, have done little in the way
of planning for the future. The earliest boomers, who will reach retirement
in 2008, are largely unprepared.

How can you keep from being a retirement binger? Start saving for re-
tirement as soon as you start working. Financial planners often refer to a
strategy called “early in, early out.” This simply means you invest early and
then benefit early.

Not everyone wants to retire early, but wouldn’t it be nice to have that
option? Saving in moderation is the main objective when preparing for
retirement. It is not wise to continue putting off your saving for retirement
until you are forced to make great sacrifices towards the end of your career
in order to survive your later years.

Social Security was never designed to take the place of retirement
savings. Social Security should be viewed as “bonus” income to
be used for visiting the grandkids. Yet many “binge savers”
find themselves leaning heavily on Social Security.

If you need help to stop binge saving, get help.
Create a plan of action.

“Determine how much

you need to save to enjoy

a reasonable income in
retirement, and then stick to
the plan you make.”

Too often we give in to the instant grat-
ification promoted by our culture. If
you have fallen prey to this mindset,
there is no time to waste. Start to-
day—no matter how much time
you have left in your working
career! Tell your spouse, chil-
dren, and friends what you are
doing, and get started! Granted,
a “saving binge” will not hurt you,
but it is certainly not the easiest
and best way to do things.

The Free Will Baptist Board of
Retirement is here to help keep participants from falling into the “binge
saver” pattern. Let us help you develop a plan that will provide long-term
financial security. The department was created to serve you as you serve the
denomination, but the lifestyle you choose—to binge or not to binge—is
up to you!O

About the Writer: John Brummitt is the business manager for the Board of Retirement and Insurance.
To learn more about retirement options, contact John at (877) 767-7738.

Quick Facts
About Today’s
Retirees:

26% of their income.

11.3%



Planning for a,
Fruitful Retirement

Retirement offers
fresh opportunities
to experience the

abundant life

Jesus promised.
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No doubt you’ve given most of your thought and atten-
tion to the “big” questions of retirement like, “Will I have
enough money? Should we downsize or continue living
in our present home? Is our budget adequate to fit our in-
come?” Being fruitful in retirement may well be at the bot-
tom of your planning list! While there is no magic formula
to guarantee a fruitful retirement, you can take some simple
steps toward that goal.

TAKE A SPIRITUAL INVENTORY. As a believer committed to
a Christ-honoring lifestyle, are you enjoying your time in
God’s word, in worship, and with God’s family as never be-
fore? Are you engaged in ministries that give you joy, bless
others, and express your skills, passions and spiritual gifts?
The secret is to commit time for spiritual disciplines—make
them your first priority. Most retirees stay so busy they won-
der how they ever found time to work! Retirement offers
fresh opportunities to experience the abundant life Jesus
promised. If you couldn’t answer these questions with a re-
sounding “yes,” ask God to show you how to live in light of
“l am come that they might have life and that they might
have it more abundantly.”

TAKE A RELATIONSHIPS INVENTORY. The Ten Command-
ments give us real insight into the importance of relation-
ships, and they illustrate how important it is to be positively
related to others. Living peaceably and in respectful harmo-
ny with others produces both physical and mental wellbe-
ing, reflecting a witness that backs up verbal testimonies.
Don’t waste energy harboring grudges, past disappoint-
ments, or unkind words that may have wounded you. In-
stead, begin each day with an awareness of God'’s incredible
power to heal, restore, and forgive and then live out those
same characteristics so that you become more and more like
Him! Your work won't take care of you when you are sick,
but your friends will. Stay in touch.



By Norma Jackson Goldman

TAKE INVENTORY OF YOUR PHYSICAL CONDITION. It’s a
real temptation to become a couch potato in retirement.
Some of God’s choicest servants did their best work well
into their 80s and beyond! Choose some form of physical
activity—walking with your spouse or a friend, exercising at
the YMCA, or playing any sport that will keep you flexible
and mobile. Adjust your eating to adapt to your slowing me-
tabolism and lifestyle. “Eat breakfast like a king, lunch like a
prince and dinner like a college kid with a maxed out charge
card.” Choose someone to be an accountability partner (not
someone who will be too easy on you) and make a commit-
ment to regularly evaluate exercise and eating habits. My
accountability buddy is on vacation, but she called today to
learn if I made it to the gym.

TAKE INVENTORY OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS. Get clutter
out of your home, your car, your desk. Don't be a pack rat!
Keep only what you need and what you are using. Some-
one else can benefit from your excess. Resolve to sell or give
away seldom used clothing, furniture or household goods,
working on one room at a time until you’'ve completed the
job. As I write, [ am convicted that my own garage is an eye-
sore! Psychologists tell us that clutter in our surroundings
creeps into our minds, distracting us from personal peace
and productivity.

TAKE AN INVENTORY OF YOUR MENTAL ATTITUDE. How
would your spouse or close friends describe your outlook
on life? Exhibit an attitude of gratitude, one that refuses
to dwell on past mistakes, looks forward to the future, and
proclaims to the world that you've chosen to be happy and
productive.

These areas—mind, body, spirit, relationships—are where
we live. They are reliable indicators of what’s really going on
inside. Think of these steps as “pruning the vine” to allow a
greater harvest for the Kingdom of God. o

ABOUT THE WRITER: Former magazine editor Norma J. Goldman enjoys a free-
lance writing career in her retirement. She lives in Nashville, TN.
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A Promise for Tomorrow
by Sara DuBose

ISBN 9780892655632 Price $12.99

This heartwarming novel is a nostalgic trip to Alabama
in the 1950s. The engaging story recounts the experiences
of the preacher’s young daughter, Flea, who has a taste for
adventure. As she meets new friends, she also discovers
how little she knew about old acquaintances. When she
and her brother trespass on Boyd’s property, she finds
herself with a knife to her throat facing threats from a
stranger. The suspense continues as Flea follows the
example of her father to minister in her own way to new
friends as well as familiar folks.

Seeking to solve the mystery behind Boyd’s locked
upstairs room, Flea eventually places herself in even more
danger to save a soul more helpless than she. The door
of discouragement and defeat is opened with the key of a
promise for a better tomorrow.

The heartwarming story shows how Flea learns about
genuine faith and what it means to have hope. Be sure to
put this novel on your summer reading list. You may well
recognize some of the characters who may resemble folks
in your own town.

Order Promise for Tomorrow at (800) 877-7030 or
www.randallhouse.com.
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on the brink

NEW RELEASES FROM RANDALL HOUSE PUBLICATIONS

CREATIVE
WAYSTO LOWER
COLLEGE DEBT

YOUR OPINIONS ABOUT
ABORTION AND IMMIGRATION

THE BRINK — nEw YouNG
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL AND SMALL
GROUP CURRICULUM

How many students have dropped
out of your church after graduating
from high school? Too many to count!
That is why Randall House has devel-
oped The Brink, a young adult curricu-
lum for 18-30 year olds.

The Brink is comprised of a devo-
tional magazine, teacher’s guide, and
an off-campus discussion program. By
using all these tools, The Brink gives
your students what they need to stay
connected not only on Sunday, but ev-
ery day of the week.

The pilot materials for The Brink
are an abbreviated version that will be
available for use in the month of Sep-
tember. You can get your FREE copy*
by calling Randall House at (800)
877-7030. All we ask from you is hon-
est feedback on the products.

Provide young adults with new
ways to connect with God and each
other. Give us a call, and we will ship
your free four-week pilot today!

*Minimum shipping charges do apply.
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C2: GIVING MOVIES A
SECOND LOOK—~a movie

AND A SMALL GROUP STUDY!

It's no secret that movies today are
extremely influential. Everyone watch-
es movies, whether in the living room
at home, the theater, on their iPods, or
online. According to the Barna Group,
“nearly one-third of adults (29%) con-
tend that movies have had a substan-
tial impact on the development of
their personal morals, values, and reli-
gious beliefs.” Yet many Christians do
not stop to evaluate how the movies
they watch line up with the Bible.

C2 will help develop critical think-
ing for the movies you watch. Each
DVD includes an introduction from
Michael W. Smith, an original short
film to view and discuss, a note to
the small group leader, a small group
study guide, and bonus features like
out-takes, directors comments, be-
hind-the-scenes, and more. Viewers
will be encouraged to think critically
about the various topics addressed in
the film.

= “Nearly everyone goes to
¥ the movies, but how often
| do we stop to evaluate what
we watch? My hope is that
you will take away from this
experience a newly developed filter as you
approach the world of entertainment.”

C2: Love At First Sight [Volume
One] is a romantic comedy that ex-
plores romantic love, true love, judg-
ing others, and accepting differing
opinions. $14.99 ISBN

C2: Relapse [Volume Two] is a
drama that deals with themes of addic-
tion, grief, and bioethics. $14.99 ISBN

r

randall house

(800) 877-7030
WWW.RANDALLHOUSE.COM



SIMPLE...IN SPANISH!
SIMPLE: LA VIDA CRISTIANA NO TIENE
QUE SER COMPLICADA

Robert J. Morgan

ISBN: 9780892655564

$7.99 or $4.99 each when purchased
in quantity of 24

Expand your outreach! This wonder-
ful book that has reached thousands
of church guests and new believers is
now available in Spanish.

Donate a case of twenty-four to your
local Spanish-speaking church or hand
them out to Spanish-speaking people
in your community.

SIMPLE STUDY GUIDE:

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE DOESN'T HAVE TO
BE COMPLICATED

By Robert J. Morgan

ISBN: 9780892655588

$6.99 OR $4.99 each when pur-
chased in quantity of 24

Simple Study Guide is a companion
piece to be used in a group setting or
on an individual basis. The reader will
explore the truths presented in Simple
and gain a deeper understanding of ba-
sic Christian teachings. The ultimate
goal of each lesson is to encourage
the reader to apply the truths of God’s
Word to the events of everyday life.

e Ideal for new converts or new

members class.

e Bible study for both individual

and group study.

e Today’s leading study guide re-

source for new believers.

LAUGHING IN THE

MIDST OF MOTHERING
Linda Ann Crosby
ISBN: 9780892655571
$10.99

Motherhood is a demanding job
that can easily become drudgery if a
mom’s focus is not on the ultimate
goal of raising a godly family. There
is always another mess to clean, crisis
to resolve, and mound of laundry to
wash. Laughing in the midst of such
daily challenges is a skill every mother
needs to learn. Laughing in the Midst of
Mothering contains 52 devotional piec-
es that equip mothers to place their fo-
cus on God with an extra infusion in
their funny bone.

Mothers will benefit from taking
a moment from the daily routine to
have personal time and read a short,
relevant devotional.

Laughing in the Midst of Mothering
provides moms with:

* A wide range of practical tips with

biblical applications.

e Understanding that her attitude
is crucial to the happiness of the
home.

e Great ideas to implement fun in
her home.

* An opportunity to draw closer to
God and to her family.

Buy this book today for yourself or

the moms at your church!

Regular Price $10.99

Buy 24 for only $8.99 each!

Buy 48 for only $7.99 each!

Wil
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Midst of Mothering

Finding JoyinBeing a Moln

FIRST AID FOR
EMOTIONAL HURTS

Edward E. Moody Jr., Ph.D
ISBN: 9780892655649
$12.99 or $10.99 for 10 or more

“Idon’t know what to say.” You have

heard that statement many times from
well-meaning people when a friend or
family member is going through diffi-
cult times. First Aid for Emotional Hurts
will help pastors and laypeople under-
stand how to help the hurting through
significant issues of life. This book pro-
vides a biblical model of helping oth-
ers as well as an overview of situations
one may face when dealing with emo-
tional and mental illnesses.

Dr. Moody explains basic medical

terminology and medication often
necessary in treatment. He also gives
appropriate resources for problems re-
quiring professional help and contact
information for many sources provid-
ing such help.

The author speaks with a qualified

voice to the spiritual and physical
needs in various situations faced in to-
day’s society.

¢ A Call to Action for First Respond-
ers.

* Equips laypeople with resources to
help the hurting.

¢ Perfect reference tool for all min-
isters.

e Packed with follow-up resources
including website addresses.

Edward E. Moody, Jr., Ph.D.

al Hurts

FIRSTAID

Difficult Times
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When I was a child growing up in the hills of eastern
Kentucky, we didn’t worry about much. True, money was
scarce, but we didn’t worry about what we didn’t have.
The one threat looming large on people’s minds was Rus-
sia.

In those days, the military stalemate between the So-
viet Republic and the United States had become known
as the Cold War. Both had developed a powerful, nuclear
arsenal. The public assumed that special agents from both
nations sat beside a glowing button 24 hours a day, just
waiting for the order to launch the globe into nuclear
war.

In time, the threat grew less and less. Finally, on a
memorable day in 1991, the Soviet Union dissolved, and
Soviet president, Mikhail Gorbachev, uttered these mem-
orable words, “The end of the Cold War is our common
victory.” The Iron Curtain lifted, and the Cold War came
to an end.

“Today, however, Russia finds
herself in another Gold War—the
coldness of her people to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
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By Ken Akers

My first visit to Russia came in 1995 when 1 trav-
eled to Moscow on a mission trip. On that trip, I learned
that the Russians were really no different than Americans.
Though we speak different languages, we both share ideas
and dreams, and we all need a Savior. During the first trip,
I was deeply touched by the sadness of the people. Their
freedom was very new, and many Russians were unsure of
how to handle it.

Although many flocked to the church when restric-
tions were lifted, many more stood resolute against any-
thing of a religious nature. While many people were saved
through street preaching and other forms of evangelism,
the overall reception to the Gospel was cold.

In April 2008, I was privileged to return to Russia. This
time, the trip was organized by the Master’s Men Depart-
ment. We worked at the youth camp in Tikhoretsk. Five
men from five states, with five unique backgrounds, came
together to reach people through hard work. A pastor
from Georgia, a retired state worker from Illinois, a for-
mer postal worker from Arkansas, a preacher-promotion-
al director from Alabama, and a hillbilly from Kentucky
worked, preached, sang, and shared their testimonies for
the cause of Christ.




. tians are seeing fruit for their labors, they face many battles. Rus-

. and Constantin Rubinskiy as they labor tirelessly for souls in Rus-

[ was surprised to see the significant changes since my visit to
Russia 13 years earlier. Commerce has exploded. Malls and shop-
ping centers, fast food restaurants, and other small businesses
have popped up everywhere. Life seems much easier for the aver-
age person. Yet one thing has not changed—the cold reception
to the Gospel.

While not everyone is against Christianity, and Russian Chris-

sian Baptists are regarded as a cult. They face persecution from
the government and even other religious groups like the Russian
Orthodox Church.

During our visit, we encountered several obstacles. But noth-
ing we experienced in our 12-day visit compares to the lifelong
battles Russian Christians fight because of their faith.

Please pray for Mikhail Penchuk, Stanaslov, Nikolaj Sobolev,

sia. Pray for women like Anna Rubinsky and her sister Valentin
as they direct youth camps—three camps lasting 11 days each,
which are attended by mostly unsaved young people.

For the moment, at least, Americans don’t have to worry about
the threat of Russia’s nuclear weapons. Today, both Russians and
Americans face the challenge of reaching cold hearts of men,
women, and children who refuse to be warmed by the Gospel. O

ABOUT THE WRITER: Ken Akers is the general director of the Master’s Men Department. To
learn more about the ministry of Master’s Men, visit the website at
www.fwbmastersmen.org.

Meet the CLEAR Tecg:her of the Year
Tim Hall

CLEAR

LEARNING SYSTEM

The nominations are in, and the 2008 CLEAR Teacher of the Year has been announced. This year's honor goes to
Tim Hall from the First FWB Church in Lexington, Kentucky.

Tim teaches an adult Sunday School class at his church, and he is considered a very gifted teacher and commu-
nicator. Assistant Pastor Chris Sturgill described Hall as “a faithful student of the Bible” who “desires to discover
and apply God's Word personally.” He seeks opportunities to improve his teaching skills, as demonstrated by his
consistent attendance to every Kentucky Team Church event.

Hall's passion for Sunday School and for the cause of Christ is not overlooked by his students either. He genuinely
cares for his students and sees it as his duty to help them grow spiritually. He does this through careful instruction
and by setting a Christian example they can follow.

As CLEAR Teacher of the Year, Hall receives a three-day, two-night stay at the 2008 national convention. This
prize includes food, lodging, and a transportation allotment. He has also won a $200 decorating allowance for his
classroom and a $100 gift card to the Randall House online bookstore.

Randall House sponsors this annual award. To place a nomination for the 2009 CLEAR Teacher of the Year,
visit www.CLEARcurriculum.com/teacher. You can also write or call Randall House, 114 Bush Road, Nashville, TN
37217, (800) 877-7030, to request an entry form. The deadline for nominations is April 30, 2009.
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FWBBC is offering three new degree programs in SCIENCES and HEALTH SCIENCES!

B.S. in Biology Education B.S. in Biology for Health Joint 2+2 A.S.-B.S.N. program
For students wanting to be high school Sciences with Belmont UniverSity
science teachers. For students wanting pre-med, pre-dental, Attend two years at FWBBC and receive
pre-veterinary, pre-pharmacy, pre-physical an A.S. in Biology/Pre-Nursing from
therapy, and pre-optometry preparation, FWBBC; attend two years at Belmont and
as well as wanting to pursue M.S. and receive a Bachelor of Science in Nursing

FreeWiH BaptiSt Ph.D. degrees in the sciences. [B.S.N.] from Belmont.
Bible College

3606 West End Avenue

Nashville, TN 37205 1-800-76-FWBBC www.FWBBC.edu

Please contact lan Hawkins at ihawkins@FWBBC.edu for important details related to these programs of studies.
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WALKING ALONG A NARROW CORRIDOR BETWEEN TWO
whitewashed buildings, we closely follow our guide through
a bewildering maze of alleyways. Phrases in Arabic drift from
the nearby marketplace. The way grows busier with people, and
a white-robed man appears in the doorway of a small shop.
His intricate, white cap gleams in the dry Moroccan sun as he
bends to spit at our traveling feet.

The man raises his head, quickly surveying the crowd before
disappearing back into the shop from which he emerged. I have
read that some pious Muslims refuse to swallow their spit dur-
ing the fasting days of Ramadan, but to see it in person conjures
to mind images of the Pharisees—white-washed tombs, as Je-
sus called them—praying loudly in the temple or rattling their
change in the coffers.

Our day started early, 5:00 a.m. to be exact, but promised to
be full of excitement and adventure. We drove down the coast
of Spain for an hour before taking a 30-minute ferry across
the Straight of Gibraltar to the northernmost Moroccan city
of Tangier. The windy morning made for choppy waters and a
ferry-load of sickened people—not our idea of a great start.

When our feet hit terra firma, we took a deep breath of fresh
air and prepared to meet our guide for the day: a friendly,
60-something Arab named Hassan, gifted with languages and
a knack for giving “safe” answers. For every question I have
regarding his culture and Islam, he has an answer that rivals
a politician’s in its diplomacy. Our day-trip coincides with the
last day of Ramadan, the Muslim holy month of fasting, so I
have many questions.

Our tour of Tangier began with a scenic drive above the old
city, which stretched beneath us to the sea. Standing among
expensive, exotic homes, we looked down on a dirty mass of
white walls and tightly packed people. It was impossible to ig-
nore the harsh dichotomy as we began our descent into the
city. Maybe that’s the point....

We pass a large, gated cemetery swarming with people carry-
ing date branches in ceremonious honor of their deceased loved
ones. We later learned this is a strictly Moroccan custom. An
overwhelming sense of sadness fills me. For generations, thou-
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10 WAYS TO WITNESS

1.

TO MUSLIMS

Pray for them, for barriers to be
broken down, and for hearts to
be open to Truth.

Live a godly life.

Show them love, kindness,
and hospitality.

If you are praying for them, tell
them.

Give your testimony when the
door opens.

Build up Christ, rather than
tearing down Mohammad.

Give them a Bible; they will
usually read it.

Study their religion.

Invite them to your home,
gatherings, and church functions.

Don’t underestimate God.

sands of people (including those buried
here now) have visited this place in re-
ligious devotion with not the slightest
chance of hearing of the assured hope
of life in Jesus Christ. The vicious cycle
of death without life and life without
hope is starkly clear to me in this mo-
ment. My heart is deeply stirred for the
multitude before me.

Our drive ends in the heart of the
weathered city and we set off on foot
through a dizzying labyrinth of streets,
alleys, and courtyards. Our group stops
briefly at a tiny bakery to taste the
tempting date cookies the old baker
pulls from his oven (a large opening in
the side of a pit below street level). The
odor is pleasant, but the taste is slightly
disappointing—nothing here is as sweet
as it looks.

Standing at the back of the group
as various members descend into the
bakery, I observe a couple of women
washing their laundry at a small well
in a nearby courtyard. Their hands are
covered in orange dye—henna. Intricate
tattoos on the hands of women are con-
sidered beautiful. Young girls and teen-
agers pass the time dying each other’s
hands with ornate designs, but after
many years of working with henna, the
hands of the women before me are a
solid hue. As they twist and wring the
pile of clothing, I become immensely
grateful for the washer and dryer that
await us back home. Home. It seems so
far away at the moment.

We move on quickly, stepping aside
for the occasional moped as we work
our way through passages and around
corners. Apparently we have an ap-
pointment to make: an obligatory time-
share presentation of sorts. “These rugs
are exquisite, and cheap, very cheap...
You want a magic carpet? We have
those, too.” “These herbs will cure most
anything. Do you snore? Have sinus
trouble? Here is the solution to your
problems. Take a whiff of this....”

I am amused at some of my com-
panions who really buy into this stuff,
even though it's painfully obvious our
“hosts” are just trying to take advantage
of the “rich” tourists. If they only knew....

This is not where I want to spend my
precious time on Moroccan soil, so I am
quite relieved to finally exit the small
shop.

Foot traffic has picked up, and in the
busy street the scent of food fills my
nostrils. I suddenly realize how hungry
I am. I've hardly noticed the pangs in
the midst of so many new sights and
sounds, but as we draw near a restaurant
my salivary glands kick into overdrive.
Grateful to be entering the aromatic
building, we find our places in the va-
cant room. My stomach growls. At the
same time, it dawns on me that our
guide won't partake with us today. He
must be starving. I, of course, cannot
withhold my curiosity, so I ask him how
he feels about our eating lunch when he
cannot because of the fast. “Religion is
free,” he says. Safe answer.

IN A MUSLIM
COUNTRY, ONE IS
BORN INTO HIS

FAITH, AND IT IS
AGAINST THE LAW
TO CONVERT.

I probe a little further, making sure
he is aware that [ am familiar with the
strict tenets of Islam.

“No, it is not offensive. We choose
our faith, just as you choose yours.”

I admire his diplomacy, but I know
better. In a Muslim country, one is born
into his faith, and it is against the law
to convert. What about that makes re-
ligion free? Of course there are liberal
Muslims who argue that theirs is a re-
ligion of peace, acceptance, and choice,
but I am keenly aware that I am not
among such believers. Not in North
Africa. No, Islamic law governs the day
here, which makes the fact that our trip
coincides with the last day of Ramadan
so interesting.

After feasting on chicken, kebabs,
couscous, pastries, and mint tea, we
embark both satisfied and curious to



PORTUGAL

see what the afternoon holds. Reenter-
ing the marketplace, we are bombarded
by street merchants peddling everything
from jewelry to clothing to children’s
toys. I make the mistake of eyeing some-
thing one of the men near me is holding
out. He catches me looking and begins
to negotiate in his thick accent. “Thirty
euros.”

I tell him I'm not interested, although
[ haven’t quite made up my mind yet. He
sees my hesitation and persists. “For you,
25. Good price.” I shake my head and be-
gin to walk away. He follows and says,
“Okay, Okay, 22 euros. Is steal.” I avoid
him, growing annoyed at his persistence.
It’s a principle thing now. I reply, “No,
so leave me alone.”

The man continues to follow us, inter-
cepting our group at various stops along
the way, and before we leave, his pre-
cious merchandise is worth a mere euro.
I wonder how much we’ve overpaid for
our other trifles.

As we weave our way back through the
long white passages, we encounter snake
handlers, women giving henna tattoos,
and more street merchants. We walk past
an ornate tile mosaic that graces an old
ritual bath no longer in use. We smell,
and then see, a small cart with today’s
fresh fish. On a door nearby, we notice a
knocker with the now-familiar shape: the
hand of Fatimah (Mohammad’s daugh-
ter), believed to ward off the evil eye. We
catch the last echoes of a call to prayer,
pass a gleaming white mosque with its
towering minaret, and glimpse a court-
yard full of small children at play while
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veiled mothers chat nearby. My senses
are filled as I breathe and try to soak in
every drop of this culture. Our adventure
is coming to a close and I don’t want to
soon forget it.

As dusk settles over the city, we return
to port. We're tired, hungry, and ready
to get back to Spain. Expecting to leave
in 30 minutes, we settle down to wait
for the ferry with the other passengers.
As time passes, and the crowd grows, we
wonder if something has happened to
our boat.

Suddenly, I realize the cause of our
delay. After the sun goes down, the fast
is over. Families, friends, and neighbors
gather to eat. The month of Ramadan is
a festive time in Morocco, with evening
celebrations in the streets, and it appears
the men who operate our ferry have
decided to join in. I don’t blame them.
They haven't eaten all day. If they’re like
the pious man we saw, they haven’t even
swallowed their spit.

Rather than begrudging their negli-
gent tardiness, I take a moment to pray
that one day they’ll hear the Truth. Two
hours later, we finally depart for home
and the familiar. It's well past midnight
by the time we reach bed, but I still find
it hard to sleep after my first taste of Mo-
rocco. Mine is a first impression with a
lasting impact, and I pray it has changed
me forever. O

Written by a woman following her visit to
the North African country.

UV ECRACERVITRE NS
reaching out to Muslims
in Europe?

It is basically illegal to be a mission-
ary in the Middle East and North Af-
rica. In fact, it is even illegal to own a
Bible in those places.

More than 1.5 million Muslims
moved into Europe last year alone.
They come from countries where
Christians have much difficulty wit-
nessing to them, and they immigrate
to more prosperous countries, many
with freedom of religion.

God has opened a door of oppor-
tunity to those willing to think cre-
atively to reach this people group. He
is working among Muslims.

If you would like to know more
about this ministry, contact Free Will
Baptist International Missions at (877)
767-7736 or visit www.fwbgo.com.

Europe Needs the Gospel

BULGARIA: population 7,262,675; 12% Muslim; 0% Protestant;
83% Bulgarian Orthodox

BULGARIA
2

FRANCE: pop. 64,057,790; 5-10% Muslim; 2% Protestant;
83-88% Roman Catholic

GERMANY: pop. 82,369,548; 4% Muslim; 34% Protestant;
34% Roman Catholic

ITALY: pop. 58,145,321; 3% Muslim; 3% Protestant:
90% Roman Catholic

PORTUGAL: pop. 10,676,910; 0% Muslim; 0% Protestant;
85% Roman Catholic

SPAIN: pop. 40,491,051; 0% Muslim; 0% Protestant;
94% Roman Catholic

SWITZERLAND: pop. 7,581,520; 4% Muslim; 35% Protestant;
42% Roman Catholic

UK: pop. 60,943,912; 3% Muslim; 72% Anglican, Reformed, etc.

* Stats from CIA World Factbook



MISSIONS SNAPSHOTS

TOKYO, JAPAN—The
Good News Chapel in
Tokyo added five adults to
the church membership
roll on Sunday, May 25.
These converts accepted
Christ some time ago, but
recently decided it was time
to commit themselves to
serving and supporting the
outreach of the church.

CAMPINAS, BRAZIL—
Approximately 100 people
attended a church retreat sponsored by the Sdo José FWB Church in Campinas on
May 21. Josete, pastor Elizeu’s wife, from Araras spoke on the Christian family. The
day ended with various activities, a barbeque, and great fellowship.

KARAKO, COTE D'IVOIRE—The Gouméré Community Health Evangelism (CHE)
team evaluated 100 boys and 100 girls in Karako March 11-12. Several children
were found to be malnourished, and most were diagnosed with malaria. On May 22,
the Muslim chief invited Verlin Anderson to openly share the medical findings in the
context of God'’s desire to change them by obedience to His Word.

SVISHTOV, BULGARIA—The Good News FWB Church in Svishtov held a men’s
retreat May 16-18. Seven men attended; four were not yet believers. Tim Awtrey led
a seminar on “You, Your Wife, and Other Women,” to help the men learn how to
relate to women. As a follow-up to the retreat, a movie night was held Friday, May
30, for all the men in the community.

TOKYO, JAPAN—The Iriso Christ Church, Good News Chapel, and Kamifukuoka
Christ Church in Tokyo participated in the third annual Friendship Festival, Sunday,
April 27. This festival is a great opportunity for the three churches to come together
for fellowship and outreach to the community. Several people from the neighborhood
stopped by—some for the first time—to join in the fun.

CAMPINAS, BRAZIL—A new
district association of Free Will
Baptist churches was born,
Saturday, April 17.The cities of
Campinas and Araras are only
50 miles apart and have eight
Free Will Baptists churches. The
new association unites these
churches in fellowship and
cooperation. Plans are being
made to start another church
plant in Campinas through the
support of these churches.
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LEADERSHIP MATTERS
COURSE

SAN JOSE, COSTA RICA—Jeff and Susan
Turnbough taught a Leadership Matters Course
May 4-18 in Costa Rica. For the first time,
Jeff served as lead trainer and Susan led the
relationships building track. The venue was smaller,
permitting 21 leaders and nine trainers to attend.
Participants represented six mission organizations
with workers from Bangladesh, Brazil, Chile, Costa
Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Panama,
Paraguay, Spain, St. Vincent, and Uruguay.

An added blessing of the course was the
opportunity to network with leaders of other
evangelical mission organizations working in Central
and South America. In an unexpected move,
participants invited the LMC team to return to
South America and set the following training dates:
Panama City, Panama, June 2009 and Quito,
Ecuador, August 2009.
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Miami, Florida—During the International Fellowship of Free Will Baptists (IFOFWB) in October
2007, a committee was formed to discuss proposals on how Free Will Baptists outside North
America can serve as missionaries. The committee met at the Ebenezer Free Will Baptist

Church in Miami May 1-3.

Committee members include: José Manuel Parrén (Europe), Steve Lytle (North America),
Elizeu Ardeli Cantelmo (South America), Nathan Snow (Asia), and Omar Alfaro (proxy for

Ramodn Sanchez, Central America).

The following mission statement was adopted: This Missions Committee exists to serve Free
Will Baptist entities across the world that are in fellowship with the International Fellowship of
Free Will Baptists and who desire to carry the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth.

The committee set April 20-26, 2009, as a time for Free Will Baptists internationally to focus

on prayer and fasting concerning this matter.

Various organizational models were discussed, and a decision was made for committee

members to present their initial findings in 2010 at the next IFOFWB meeting and seek input

from Free Will Baptists around the world.

MISSION OFFICE REORGANIZES

ANTIOCH, TN—Free Will
Baptist International Missions
recently announced a
management reorganization.
“As we move toward 2010
and the launch of a new
funding system, the Mission
needs to operate with more
efficiency,” stated James
Forlines, general director.
“To achieve this end, we
are significantly changing

Mark McPeak Jeff Turnbough the reporting structure and
reallocating human and financial resources by appointing two deputy
directors.”

In its April meeting, the Board of International Missions approved
the naming of two deputy directors who will oversee the Mission’s
operations. Mark McPeak has assumed the role of Deputy Director of
Stateside Operations. Jeff Turnbough has been named Deputy Director
for Field Operations.

Current Director of Field Operations Steve Lytle will leave his post at
the Mission office on July 31. His wife Judy will continue in the office
as recruitment coordinator until the end of the year.

Steve and Judy anticipate a move to the field in 2009. Utilizing
Panama as a base of operations they will assist the Latin America
missionary force through preaching, teaching, discipleship ministries,
and leadership training. “Steve and Judy have proven to be faithful
and productive servants in their 33-year career with IM,” said James
Forlines. “I really expect their ministry to enhance the current work in
Cuba, Brazil, Panama, and Uruguay.”

A

In addition to their work as missionaries, Steve will tackle a special
assignment with the Missions Committee of the International Fellowship
of Free Will Baptists.

Dr. Jeff Turnbough has served as a missionary in Spain for 27
years. In 2006, he assumed the role of Regional Director for Europe
and Russia. “Jeff’s contribution to International Missions as a church
planter, regional director, and leader of the team in Spain has been
invaluable. He will provide us with solid experience and strong strategic
leadership as we move into a promising future,” Forlines said. All field
operations and personnel will report to Turnbough. Jeff and his wife
Susan will continue to reside in the Madrid area of Spain.

McPeak joined International Missions in May 2005. “In his role as
director of communications, Mark has shown strong leadership and
has contributed significantly to the overall strategy and success of
the Mission,” said Forlines.
“I believe he will help us
improve what we are doing
stateside, so we operate
with professionalism as we
continue to grow.”

The deputy director of
stateside operations will be
responsible for all operations
and personnel related to
communications, member
care, mobilization, recruiting,
and development.
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DO YOU REMEMBER THE FAMOUS
tagline in the 1995 thriller, Apollo 13?
“Houston, we have a problem.” That
little phrase spoken by Tom Hanks has
become synonymous with admitting
we need to change some things if we
are to survive.

Since becoming promotional direc-
tor for the Tennessee State Association,
I have worked hard getting a handle
on my duties. I've tried to analyze the
needs of our state and have come to
realize more than ever how imperative
it is for all of us to work together in
a spirit of cooperation for the sake of
the kingdom of Christ.

Simply put, we need each other.

When it comes to cooperating on a
district and state level, too many of us
are deciding to go it alone. We have
consciously or unconsciously decided
we really don’t need each other.

Perhaps because of our diversity,
we just don’t want the hassle of trying
to get along. We’d rather do our own
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ieliavefalproblem

By Glenn Poston

thing. It’s not that we want to offend
each other; it’s just so much easier this
way.

The results are that we go to meet-
ings that interest us, we plan things for
our own congregations, and we stay
away from events we don’t person-
ally plan or find interesting. Whether
we want to admit it or not, we are a
product of the Me Generation and the
consumer culture that defines it. Ifit’s
not about me, then we figure we don’t
need it.

I've been guilty of thinking like
this myself at times. But you know,
sometimes we need to do what'’s best
for the family. And we are a family.
The Free Will Baptist family is worth
preserving. Our local and state associ-
ations are worth preserving. They are
the backbone of our structure.

In a day of the generic church and
generic doctrine, we still hold dear
some distinctives. Our doctrine is
worth preserving. It’s biblical. How

do we preserve our heritage? By stay-
ing involved at all levels of our work.

Houston, do we have a problem?

Yes, we do. But if we want to thrive
as a strong unit and preserve our heri-
tage and our doctrine, due diligence is
required. We must fix what is wrong
and strive to make our meetings and
our programs relevant, interesting,
and even enjoyable.

Remember, we can do more collec-
tively than we could ever do alone.
Will I see you at your next associa-
tional meeting? O

ABOUT THE WRITER: Glenn Poston
is promotional director for the Tennessee
State Association of Free Will Baptists.

Reprinted by permission from ECHO
(Summer 2007 issue), publication of the
Tennessee State Association of Free Will
Baptists.



Do you know a student

who should attend Free Will Baptist Bible College?

Go online to www.FWBBC.edu/referral or fill out the card in this magazine!

You play an important role in our recruiting efforts!

1.800.76.FWBBC | www.FWBBC.edu | 3606 West End Avenue | Nashville, TN 37205
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“Now unto him that is able to do ex-
ceedingly abundantly above that all
we ask or imagine, according to the
power that worketh in us, unto him
be glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without

end. Amen” (Ephesians 3:20-21).

In Yuma, we often pray the words
above. This Easter, we lived them
out...

Six months before Easter, we began
to plan ways to get our church name
and God’s message out to the entire
city, creating a buzz that would never
be forgotten. In our wildest dreams,
we never imagined what would hap-
pen on March 22.

I had heard about an event called
“Egg Drop” that a church in North
Carolina had done two years previ-
ously. When [ shared the idea with
Assistant Pastor Danny Wells, he took
the ball and ran with it. We hoped at
least 2,000 people would attend.

Danny said, “I want to see 6,000
people there, or it's not worth it!”
God answered his prayer when near-
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The Largest Event Since the Beac

h Boys Came to Yuma

By Jason Taylor

ly 7,000 people came to the school
where we meet for the first Eggs Over
Yuma Egg Drop. Our congregation
spent three Saturdays stuffing 40,000
Easter Eggs with candy and taping
each one. Two days before the event,
we purchased an additional 20,000
pieces of candy.

Our goal was to pre-register 500
children for the event. By Good Fri-
day, more than 4,000 kids had regis-
tered. The local radio station told us
the egg drop was the largest event in
Yuma since the Beach Boys came! On
the night of the drop, we were fea-
tured on local news reports of two TV
stations, and the next morning we
made the front page of the newspa-
per.

Best of all, the following day, the
son of the deejay from the number
one radio station in Yuma gave his
heart to Christ. On Monday morn-
ing following Easter, the deejay
broadcast live from
our church. He pro-
claimed to the entire
city that he came to
our church on Eas-
ter Sunday, and our
church “Rocks!” He
interviewed me, and
during the interview s
I quoted Ephesians L
3:20-22, telling all of
Yuma that God did
more than we ever
could have imag-
ined!

We wanted to create a “buzz” about
our church. A buzz is different than
marketing. Buzz is when everybody
in town is talking about your church.
After this event, people all over town
knew who we were and where we
met.

Jesus often created a buzz when He
went into cities by performing mir-
acles and meeting people’s practical
needs. When He was done, the town
was buzzing about Jesus.

That is our goal in Yuma, to make
the town buzz about Jesus! As I stood
on stage that day and saw thousands
of eggs drop from a helicopter and
saw literally thousands of people at
our location, my first thought was,
“To God Be the Glory!” o

ABOUT THE WRITER: Jason Taylor and his wife
Melissa are home missionaries to Yuma, AZ. They
have two children, Hudson and Haley.




FLORIDA STATE ASSOCIATION RAISES $70,000
FOR VILLALBA

LAKE MARY, FL—During their annual meeting, April 30-March 3, delegates to the
64th Florida State Association presented a check for $68,659.30 to Sam and June
McVay, missionaries to Spain.

Calling the effort Project Villalba, the Florida State Association began raising funds
in early 2008 for the church building currently being constructed in the growing
suburb near Madrid.

During the presentation, Executive Director Randy Bryant expressed thanks to
Florida Free Will Baptists for their generosity. After setting a lofty goal of $50,000,
the association rejoiced when funds exceeded $69,000 before the meeting. Bryant
expects the total will surpass $70,000.

WWII VETERAN DEAD AT 86

SEARCY, AR—Once called, “the most decorated
Free Will Baptist,” World War Il veteran Rev. Lawnie
Coffman died Tuesday, June 3. Coffman received
numerous awards and honors for his action with the
3bth infantry during the war, including two bronze
stars, two silver stars, four battle stars, and two Purple
Hearts for being wounded in action.

When asked about his heroic service, Lawnie once
replied, “I did not mean to be a hero, | just did what
had to be done.”

In 2004, Coffman was invited by public officials in
France to return for a hero’s welcome. During the trip,
three different French towns honored him for his role
in their liberation.

After being struck in the shoulder by a large-caliber
37mm bullet intended for a tank during a battle in the
Rual Valley of Germany, Coffman promised God that if He would spare his life, He
would spend the rest of it doing the Lord’s work. Lawnie kept his promise, pastoring
for more than 45 years, and serving the Free Will Baptist denomination on the local,
state, and national level. He is especially remembered for his role in establishing
Camp Beaverfork, state youth camp in Arkansas. In his book, My Leg of the Race,
Coffman said, “This | believe to be the greatest achievement of my church work.”

Rev. Coffman leaves behind his wife Alene, daugthers Nina and Shirley, seven
grandchildren, 19 great-grandchildren, and three great-great grandchildren.

FOUNDATION RESETS MONEY
MANAGEMENT TRUST RATE

Antioch, TN—The Money Management Trust rate is set at 4.25% for July 1-December
31, 2008, by the Free Will Baptist Foundation. The rate is set for the six-month period
to reflect the market interest rate. These trusts are available to Free Will Baptist
churches, organizations and individuals. Individual trusts require certain restrictions.
More information can be obtained by calling toll-free (877) 336-7575 or by emailing
foundation@nafwb.org.

MISSIONS CHURCH
CELEBRATES LAW
ENFORCEMENT SUNDAY

FLORENCE, AZ—During a recent celebration,
Christ’s Church Free Will Baptist Church
honored Local law enforcement officials. Police
Chief Robert Ingulli and Pinal County Sheriff
Chris Vasquez were on-hand for the service that
was attended by 113. Many visited for the first
time including well-known ABC news anchor,
Sam Donaldson. He interviewed pastor Howard
Gwartney, who serves as the chaplain for the
area police department.

Whenasked abouthisroleinlawenforcement,
Gwartney replied, “It is my privilege to serve as
a chaplain for the area police department.”

HILLSDALE ANNOUNCES
NEW DEGREE PROGRAM

MOORE, OK—Hillsdale Free Will Baptist College
recently announced the development of a new
degree program in the health and exercise
science fields. The program, called Health,
Promotion, and Exercise Science (HPES), will
prepare students for diet programming, exercise
testing and prescription, human growth and
development, the study of human movement,
and much more.

The program is designed to prepare students
to enter professional degree programs such
as physical therapy and exercise physiology.
Although the projected start date for the
program is Fall 2009, the college has begun
to offer coursework immediately, making it
possible for current students to begin working
toward this major.
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Russell Cooper and the McCorkle

FWB Church Choir lead the

convention congrega{ion '

in worship.

Charleston, West Virginia

A Meeting in the Mountams

SEVENTEEN YEARS AFTER what many
consider “the greatest national con-
vention,” Free Will Baptists returned
to Charleston, West Virginia, to see
if God would do it again. The same
genuine warmth and enthusiasm met
Free Will Baptists at the door as nearly
6,000 delegates ignored $4 per gallon
gas prices to meet deep in the Appala-
chian Mountains.

While the holy fire still glowed dur-
ing worship services like it did in 1991,
times had changed in other areas. The
five-day convention now crowded into
four; the $11 million 1991 convention
budget zoomed to almost $26 million;
and the convention filled every avail-
able space in the city beside the river.

EARLY IMPACT

The 2008 convention started with
a bang as volunteers from Alabama,
Ohio, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, In-
diana, Alabama, and West Virginia ar-
rived in the Greater Charleston area a
day early to participate in Impact West
Virginia. The annual outreach event
gives convention attendees an oppor-
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tunity to give back to the host city.

In spite of sizzling temperatures, ex-
cited volunteers participated in door-
to-door evangelism, hosted a chil-
dren’s festival, renovated a church,
and shared their enthusiasm with
churches across the area. “I can’t tell
you how excited we are that you have
come to help us today,” host Dan Kel-
ly told volunteers at the Chesapeake
FWB Church, located 20 minutes
south of Charleston. “I can’t wait to
see what God does!”

ENTHUSIASTIC WORSHIP

The excitement carried over into
convention worship services where
soul-stirring congregational singing,
powerful preaching, and rousing spe-
cial numbers left their mark on at-
tendees.

Sunday morning, after a Sunday
School lesson taught by Jim Hutchi-
son (WV), Ivan Asbury, former home
missionary and West Virginia pastor,
spoke from 1 Corinthians on “Walk-
ing by Faith.”

Following a cordial welcome from

Charleston Mayor Danny Jones, the
evening service was punctuated by
spirited music featuring the McCorkle
FWB Church Choir (WV). Their music
brought the congregation to its feet.
West Virginia native and Assistant
Moderator of the National Association
William Smith spoke on, “Preparing
the Way.”

Monday evening, West Virginia na-
tive Jim Christian (currently pastoring
in Florida) examined the topic, “Walk-
ing in the Truth.” The sermon was pre-
ceded by a song service that featured
the old hymn favorite, “Amazing
Grace,” and other traditional songs of
faith. As one attendee remarked, “The
music selections seemed tailored for
Jim’s message.”

Dr. Stanley Outlaw reminded the
congregation to “Walk Carefully and
Circumspectly” during his sermon
Tuesday evening following special
music by the Temple Quartet.

The exciting services reached their
climax during Wednesday evening’s
annual missions service. Missionaries,
both home and international, were
introduced during a flag-studded walk



“| can’t tell you how excited we are that you have come to help us today.
| can’t wait to see what God does.” —Dan Kelly, Impact WV host

across the convention stage. New mis-
sionaries from both agencies shared
in a commissioning service before
Moderator Tim York (TN) addressed
the theme, “Walking as Children of
Light.”

Throughout the week, Chris Truett,
convention music coordinator, pro-
duced an inspiring program that fea-
tured a mass choir with more than 100
voices, an orchestral ensemble, and a
vocal accompaniment group. Every
service featured rousing specials and
enthusiastic congregational singing.

EXCITING EXTRAS

Dr. Troy Bush addressed the 2008
Missions Rally on Monday. According
to International Missions Director
James Forlines, “Bush presents a
compelling and practical message to
motivate attendees to lead their local
churches in reaching their neighbors
with the love of Christ.”

The director of church starting for
Embrace Baltimore, Dr. Bush has taught
in seminaries and colleges across the
United States as well as Eastern Eu-
rope.

Well-known pastor and author Dr.
Bobby Welch spoke at Tuesday morn-
ing’s Pastors/Laymen Conference. A
veteran of nearly 40 years in ministry,
Dr. Welch co-founded FA.LT.H. Evan-
gelism, a Sunday School-based out-
reach program that now extends to 14
countries, with materials published in
four languages.

ALL BUSINESS

Monday morning, the focus of the
convention turned to business as the
General Board set a record by blazing
through eight department reports, two
commission reports, and a final greet-
ing from retiring WNAC Executive
Secretary Treasurer Majorie Workman
in just under five hours.

In addition to recommending agen-
cy budgets to convention delegates,

the General Board recommended Little
Rock, Arkansas, for the 2018 conven-
tion, recommended a proposed fund-
ing plan by the International Missions
Department, and recommended that
an overhaul of the “Election of Of-
ficers” section of the Free Will Baptist
Treatise be tabled until 2009.

Business continued Tuesday af-
ternoon when Moderator Tim York
kicked off the 2008 convention busi-
ness session with a brief devotional
on the mind of Christ, the method of
Christ, and the ministry of Christ.

Two and a half hours later, dele-
gates had elected 20 board and com-
mission members, adopted a Treatise

Photo: Milton and Melvin Worthington

change clarifying the meaning of mar-
riage, tabled another Treatise change
recommending that the nominating
process be revisited in 2009, voted to
meet in Little Rock (Arkansas) for the
2018 convention, and heard reports
from four national agencies and two
commissions.

Executive Office

Executive Secretary Keith Burden
announced the hiring of Ryan Lewis,
25-year-old FWBBC graduate, who will
join the Executive Office statf August
4, as executive administrator. Initially,
Lewis will serve as a convention plan-
ner. Later, he will assume duties with
the annual Leadership Conference,

manage www.fwbpastor.com, assist
with Disaster Response Team efforts,
work with the Palmer Leadership In-
stitute, and represent the Executive
Office at denominational events.

The Executive Office is debt-free
after “an incredible turnaround finan-
cially.” ONE Magazine, the denomina-
tion’s official publication added 6,100
subscribers in the past year, surpassing
60,000 readers.

Beginning this fall, the Executive
Office plans to initiate the Palmer
Leadership Institute, a program to
provide resources for pastors and state
leaders.

Gene Norris, General Board mem-
ber from Michigan, was honored for
serving four consecutive terms on the
Executive Committee.

Master’'s Men

Master’s Men announced a new
website at www.FWBMastersmen.org
and a new logo. Director Ken Akers
thanked delegates for a record Father’s
Day offering. The department added
10 chapters this year as it celebrated
51 years of operation.

The department sponsored three
work projects this year. They assisted
a Home Missions church with land-
scaping (AK), roofed and shored up
the historic Ridge Church (NH), and
constructed a storage barn for a mis-
sion church (AR).

Board of Retirement

Director Ray Lewis paid tribute
to Herman Hersey who founded the
Board of Retirement in 1969 (and the
FWB Foundation in 1980), calling him
a visionary, a preacher, and a musi-
cian. Reverend Hersey died January
24, 2008.

The agency added 116 enrollees
this year. The retirement plan now has
1,543 participants, including 1,054
ordained ministers. Twenty-four per-
cent of Free Will Baptist churches now
contribute to their pastor’s retirement,
up from 13% just two years ago. The
department reported assets of $43 mil-
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APPOINTED - BLUE GRASS GOSPEL

§oams 7 RASHILLE, TN

Clockwise From Top Left: Chad Donoho leads worship; rapt
attention in children’s NYC services; The Cherry family walks
toward the Charleston Civic Center; General Board gets serious;
strumming during the evening service; WNAC leaders pray for
newly elected Executive-Secretary Treasurer Danita High; exhibit-
goers enjoy an impromptu concert by members of bluegrass
gospel group Appointed.
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lion with an expense ratio below 1%.

Lewis explained that the 18.75% re-
ported loss in returns for the first six
months of 2008 resulted from a com-
bination of current economic declines.
He encouraged members to stick with
their investments and ride out the dip
in earnings.

FWB Foundation

Director David Brown also saluted
the ministry of Herman Hersey who
launched the department in 1980.

The department reported assets up
$5.3 million to almost $40 million, cit-
ing large increases in permanent assets
such as endowments (up $1.7 million)
and planned gifts (up $500,000). More
than $400,000 was generated for vari-
ous Free Will Baptist ministries in 2007,
and the agency is in contact with six
families who have made commitments
of $7 million in planned gifts.

Theological Commission

The commission and Randall House
are collaborating on a book project.
Matt Pinson serves as project edi-
tor. The book will address current is-
sues: postmodernism, terrorism, pop-
culture theology, homosexuality/gay
marriage, pornography, authority of
the Scripture, and more.

This fourth volume of Integrity: A
Journal of Christian Thought will be
available later this year. The commis-
sion sponsored a seminar in Charles-
ton titled, “The Problem With the
Big Bang Theory.” Bob Hill, a Free
Will Baptist who teaches at Ball State
University led the seminar. According
to James Forlines, “He is one of only
three creationist astronomers in the
United States.”

Historical Commission

The Historical Commission pre-
sented the third in a series of histori-
cal pamphlets, Free Will Baptists and
Church Government. The 16-page book-
let was written by Matt Pinson.

Plans were announced to present
the fourth historical pamphlet to del-
egates during the 2009 convention—
Free Will Baptists and the Priesthood of
the Believer.

Delegates were informed of a 2008

publication on the history of Free Bap-
tists in Nova Scotia, The Early Years of
Barrington’s Free Baptists. The book in-
cludes materials from several authors
and presents the story of the rise of
Free Baptists in Southwestern Nova
Scotia in the late 1700s, to the for-
mation of the Nova Scotia Free Bap-
tist Conference in 1866. To order the
volume, contact Michael Christie at:
thechristies1956@ns.sympatico.ca or
(902) 885-2691.

WEDNESDAY TO REMEMBER

Delegates by the hundreds showed
up Wednesday morning, filling the
Civic Center floor seating section. By
noon, they had heard and approved
three department reports, given two
standing ovations, elected six board
members, and settled in for an expect-
ed long debate—then the lunch gavel
fell.

Home Missions

Director Larry Powell reported that
home missionaries made more than
300,000 contacts last year. Six mission
projects were launched in 2007 (New
York, Michigan, Alabama, Virginia,
Colorado, and Hawaii), and five new
church planters were appointed. Cross-
cultural outreach among Hispanics,
Korean, Russian, and Native American
groups flourish in North America

Free Will Baptists have invested $28
million with CELF, a loan fund to assist
Home Mission churches. From 58 His-
panic graduates at the Gwen Hendrix
Seminary in South Carolina to mili-
tary chaplains in the armed forces, the
department continues to impact the
world. Three Home Missions churches
became self-supporting this year.

Free Will Baptist Bible College

President Matt Pinson announced
that FWBBC expects to close on a
contract by mid-August to purchase a
66-acre site for a new campus in the
Middle Tennessee area. The land is lo-
cated 25 miles from the college’s cur-
rent campus.

After a downturn in enrollment for
the first time in six years, officials re-

REGISTRATION

Board members.........ccooeeeeeiiiinnnnn. 41
Licensed ministers........cccccoeeeen. 34
Local church delegates.................. 15
Ordained deacons..........cccccee...... 143
Ordained ministers.........ccccceee... 652
State Delegates......cooooevvvieeeiiiiin. 71
NAFWB Attendees................... 2,336
WNAC .. 892
NYC e 3,970
Total Registered.................... 8,186
Actual Count......cccoooiiiieiis 5,741*

*Many attendees register for more than
one convention.

2009 BUDGETS

Executive Office................... $735,674
FWB Bible College............. $6,432,800
FWB Foundation................. $463,198
Home MissionS................. $5,000,000
INt'] MiSSIONS wevvveeeeeeeeee . $8,184,538
Master's Men........ccccveeee... $155,400
Retirement .......coooooiiin. $545,000
Randall House.................. $4,446,900
Theological Comm .................. $4,120
Historical Comm ..........ceeeeii.. $4,100
Media Comm .....ccoeeevvvieeieee, $3,600
Music ComMmM .....oovveeiiiieeeeei, $5,615
) [0} 7-] PR $25,980,945
SPEAKERS

Sunday Morning, July 20
Sunday School: Jim Hutchison (WV)

Sunday Morning, July 20
Ivan Asbury (WV)

Sunday Evening, July 20
William Smith (GA)

Monday Evening, July 21
Jim Christian (FL)

Tuesday Morning, July 22
Pastors/Laymen Conference
Bobby Welch (FL)

Tuesday Evening, July 22
Stanley Outlaw (TN)

Wednesday Evening, July 23
Tim York (TN)
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ELECTED IN 2008

FWB Bible College Board of Trustees
2014 Bob Bass (TN)
Rusty Russell (NC)
Richard Hendrix (AL)

International Missions Board

2014 Jeff Manning, (NC)
Paul Creech (GA)
Robert Morgan (TN)

Randall House Publications Board

2014 Steve Lindsay (TN)
Danny Dwyer (NC)
Randy Scott (AR)

Commission for Theological Integrity
2013 Matt Pinson (TN)

Historical Commission
2013 David Crowe (TN)

Media Commission
2010 Travis Penn (IL)
2013 Mark Ousley (TN)

Music Commission
2013 James Stevens (TN)

GENERAL BOARD

2009 Brent Nix (NW District)
2010 George Harvey (AZ)
2011 Chris Clay (IN)

Jim Martin (1A)
Zane Brooks (KS)
Chris Sturgill (KY)

Bud Bivens (Mexico Assoc.)
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ported a 25% increase in student appli-
cations for the fall 2008 semester. The
college will roll out a fully accredited
online A.S. degree in Ministry this fall.
An expanding academic program now
includes degrees in biology education
and pre-law studies to assist students
who plan to enter the field of law.

Retired FWBBC employees Ralph
and Margaret Hampton received a
standing ovation for their service at
the college. Ralph taught 50 years in
the Biblical and Ministry Studies De-
partment, and Margaret served 37
years as library manager.

Board members Gene Outland
(IL) and Archie Ratliff (NC) received
plaques in recognition of 12 years on
the Board of Trustees.

Randall House

Randall House plans to spend
$500,000 in the next two years to
promote D6—a program to involve
parents in the spiritual growth and
development of their children. A D6
conference in 2009 will feature a list of
nationally acclaimed speakers. Direc-
tor Ron Hunter said he expects 3,000-
4,000 attendees at the conference.

Randall House won eight awards
for excellence in the printing indus-
try this year. The agency reported cur-
riculum sales up 155% since 2001 and
wants to develop a stronger relation-
ship with state bookstores. Plans to
upgrade product lines are underway.
The department gave back more than
$72,000 to the denomination.

Board members Nuel Brown (CA)
and David Reece (TN) received plaques
for 12 years of service.

International Missions

“The Mission’s highest priority is to
change the funding system,” reported
General Director James Forlines to
2008 delegates, and asked the conven-
tion to endorse a sweeping financial
plan to restructure agency funding.

Delegates debated the merits of the
new plan of support for more than an
hour, as 20 individuals stepped to the
microphone expressing support or op-
position. The spirit of the debate was
brotherly and refreshing. Sharp dis-
sension registered alongside ringing
endorsements.

James Forlines and board chairman
Danny Williams fielded questions
from the floor as the 80-minute de-
bate unfolded. When debate ceased,
delegates approved the new funding
system by a vote of 375 to 58.

The vote was the culmination of 25
regional meetings between mission
personnel and 600 pastors and leaders
over the past two years. The program
will go into effect January 1, 2010. The
centerpiece of the new system will be
a Global Evangelism Fund that pays
all costs for keeping missionaries on
their fields.

The agency report included a series
of personal recognitions. Board mem-
bers David Williford and Bill Van Win-
kle received plaques for 12 years of
service. Retiring missionaries Jerry and
Carol Pinkerton received a thunderous
standing ovation as the longest-serv-
ing missionaries in Ivory Coast.

Former director Eugene Waddell,
who died in 2007, was honored; his
widow was presented an engraved



Bible and a folded Christian flag, and
learned that the “Eugene and Gen-
evieve Scholarship Fund” will provide
educational funds for all missionary
children beginning in 2010.

FINAL THINGS

Delegates heard brief reports from
the Music and Media Commissions

before giving a standing vote of appre-
ciation to West Virginia for hosting the
2008 convention. The business meet-
ing adjourned at 4:05 p.m. to meet in
2009 in Cincinnati, Ohio.

To read extended coverage of the
2008 Free Will Baptist convention,
visit www.onemag.org. 0

It’s Not About Me

2008 National Youth Conference

IT’S NOT ABOUT ME proved to be
a theme taken to heart by National
Youth Conference participants.

In three days, over 350 individuals
logged 2,763 hours of community ser-
vice in the Charleston area and gave
86 units of blood to the Red Cross
through Reach That Guy projects.

Students contributed a record
$8,821.71 to support global missions
through the Buck-A-Week offering.
The layout of the convention center
required doors to remain open during
competition, yet traffic flowed quietly
through competition rooms, careful
to not distract contestants on stage.
Nearly 100 adults served as judges,
MCs, and quizmasters for the 908 en-
tries.

The story of one participant illus-
trates the dedication of those who
participated in the National Youth
Conference.

Andrew Lowe, of Emmons FWB
Church (WV) served as a Bible Memo-
rization judge this year. Andrew is well
qualified to judge this event. He par-
ticipated 12 years in Bible competition:
nine years in Bible memorization and
three years in Sword Drill. He attributes

2009 National YET Team

Erin Bandle (TN) Kendal McGrew (IL)

Hunter Pardue (NC)

Matt Berry (FL)
Maggie Driggers (SC)
Audrey Hollifield (TN)
Jake Hunter (AL)
Darci McCoy (OK)

Will Reeves (AR)
Kenyon Savage (AR)
Thomas Yerby (AL)

Christen Pointer (AR)

the study habits and routine learned
through Bible Memorization as a factor
that helps him study in college.

He explains, “It's a challenge to
start out not knowing the verses, but
it gives a sense of accomplishment
when you memorize it. If I can do all
this, college material isn’t as bad.” By
the way, Andrew made the Dean’s List
both semesters of his pre-pharmacy
study at the University of Charleston.

Andrew is also an alumnus of Truth
& Peace Leadership Conference. He
confessed he almost felt out of place
this year since he didn’t have any re-
sponsibilities at the NYC, so he was
eager to be a judge. He was recently
elected to the West Virginia State
Christian Education Board in June.

Andrew’s story is only one account
from the 25-year history of Truth &
Peace and the 41-year history of the
National Youth Conference. We will
see what God accomplishes in the lives
of the 1,820 students and 2,138 adults
who were challenged to declare, “He
must increase, I must decrease.” O

ELECTED IN 2008 (continued)
GENERAL BOARD

2011 Gene Norris (MI)

Wayne Hale (Mid-Atlantic)
J.L. Gore (MS)

Gary Fry (MO)

William Brown (NJ)

Mark Shores (NM)

Chad Kivette (CO)

General Officers
Moderator Tim York (TN)
Assistant Moderator William Smith (GA)
Clerk Randy Bryant (FL)
Assistant Clerk Ernie Lewis (IL)

Thanks to members of the 2008

convention coverage team:
Business Jack Williams
Worship Ida Lewis
Exhibits Debbie Burden
NYC Danny Conn
WNAC Sarah Fletcher
Photographer Travis Penn
Videographer Dustin Stokes

NATIONAL YOUTH CONFERENCE

Theme: It's Not About Me
Registrants: 3,970

Reach That Guy
464 volunteers
2,763 hours of labor
86 units of blood donated to the Red
Cross Blood Drive

Speakers
Children: Katie Greenwood; Johnny and
Gail Miller, Joe Tolbert

Teens: Kelly Bowman (WV); R.D. Tolliver
(WV); Stewart Allen Clark (GA), Todd
Tennant (VA), Sam McVay (Spain)

Youth[s] of the Year
Justin Johnson (TN), David Snow (TN)

Youth Group of the Year
Sherwood Forest FWB Church (NC)

Youth Worker of the Year
Jason Janus (NC)

Convention Review ONE 59



BACK TO the Basics, Building for THE FUTURE
STORIES OF AMAZING GRACE

“You are young, but may
| remind you as Paul did
Timothy: ‘Let no man
despise thy youth...’
Finally, | charge you to
remember—remember
all the commands of

the Lord and do them...
Remember those faithful
women who served
before you.

—NMarjorie Workman, in
her charge to incoming
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Danita High
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THE 2008 WNAC CONVENTION offered a mix of past and future, younger and
older, known and unknown. “Taught by the Bible, Led by the Spirit” (TBLS), the
2008-2009 theme unveiled at the two-day event, encourages a back to the basics
approach, challenging women to reexamine the foundational truths of Revela-
tion, Redemption, and Relationship.

Stories From the Past

Monday’s afternoon tea provided a glance into the lives of four FWB pioneer
missionary women. Mothers, daughters, and granddaughters listened togeth-
er as Laura Thigpen, Mary Ruth Wisehart, Amanda Kilgore, and Lorene Miley
shared the following stories of amazing grace:

—The disappointment of a delayed departure for Laura Belle Barnard that
provided a 1935 divine appointment at BlackJack FWB Church, when an
infant denomination pledged to support her as their missionary.

—The strong yet submissive spirit of Mabel Willey, who chose to see stars
above the roof of her mud hut.

—The overcoming power of Christ displayed in a motherless and abandoned
child named Trula Cronk, who today encourages others to rise above their
circumstances.

—The richness of the intimate relationship between Lorene Miley and Jesus
Christ whom she ascribes as protector, personal physician, best friend and
lover—“my past, my present, and my future.”

Tuesday’s early morning session showcased both past and present. “Postcards
from the Journey,” a tribute to Marjorie Workman, WNAC Executive Secretary-
Treasurer for the past 10 years, highlighted her many years and multiple av-
enues of ministry. Narration and video testimonies from friends and coworkers
gave attendees an inside (and sometimes humorous) look into the life of this




dynamic leader. Daughters Regena
Sizemore and Jennifer Beauchamp,
both present for the event, recounted
her godly example and affirmed her
indelible stamp on their lives as moth-
ers and pastors’ wives. WNAC'’s Execu-
tive Committee presented Marjorie
with a symbolic banner and a cash gift
for future travels.

In an abbreviated business ses-
sion, delegates to the 73rd annual ses-
sion turned to current matters as they
passed the following resolutions:

1. We recommend that scholarships
be given from the Cleo Pursell
Foreign Student Scholarship Fund
as follows:

a. International Mission Schol-
arship ($2,100) to help stu-
dents at Semario Bautiste Libre
de Panama in Chame, Panama.

b. Home Missions Scholarship
($1,200) to help students(s) in
training for ministry at our two
Mexico Bible Institutes: Altimira
Bible Institute and the Seminary
of the Cross in Reynosa, at $600
to each institute.

2. We recommend the Missionary
Provision Closet be named the
“Steward Provision Closet” in
memory of Wendell and Lucille
Steward from Michigan for their
many years of labor for the Provi-
sion Closet.

3. We recommend that the WNAC
Endowment Fund be named the
“Marjorie Workman Endowment
Fund.”

4. We resolve as Free Will Baptist
women that we reaffirm our
stand against same-sex marriage
and support an amendment to
the U.S. Constitution designating
marriage as being the union be-
tween one man and one woman.
We encourage groups and indi-
viduals to send letters to legisla-
tors, state and national, to affirm
our position.

A New Chapter

Unanimous ayes ushered in a new
era for WNAC as Danita High, a 28-
year-old pastor’s wife from Arkansas
received approval as the new WNAC
Executive  Secretary-Treasurer. Ac-
knowledging the gravity of the posi-
tion and her many nights of toiling in
prayer concerning this appointment,
Mrs. High pledged her commitment
and loyalty.

“As humbly as I know how, but with
a love for this organization, I want to
serve you, to love you, to get to know
you as personally as I can.”

A TBLS PowerPoint presentation
gave women a fast-forward look at fu-
ture Bible studies in Together With God
magazine and promoted WNAC's cur-
rent two-year national project, Build-
ing for the Future: 20/20/20. A goal
of $60,000 will help fund building/
amoritization costs for mission ef-
forts in Panama and Spain as well as
build endowment funds for continued
WNAC ministries.

We must balance our back to the
basics with forward advances and fu-
ture plans.

Stories in the Making

“Bless the Lord O, my soul: and all
that is within me, bless his holy name.
Bless the Lord , O my soul, and forget
not all his benefits.”

Tears were plentiful, dry eyes were
tew during Tuesday morning’s worship
service as missionary Becky Derby re-
called her story of God'’s goodness and
grace through her diagnosis and treat-
ment of breast cancer. Quoting Psalm
103:1-5, a passage she claimed and
clung to during dark days, this moth-
er of toddler twin boys triumphantly
proclaimed God’s praise. “We don't
know what our future holds,” she ac-
knowledged but continued, “I choose
to trust my Father.”

Kristi Johnson, missionary to Alpe-
drete, Spain, shared the story of a de-
cade of ministry to hearts of stone in
hard places to a crowd of over 400 at
the Tuesday WNAC Luncheon. She
sadly commented that the number
of shoes most women brought to the

convention outnumbers believers in
many cities in Spain and noted the
importance of establishing relation-
ships for sharing the gospel. The sold-
out event featured take-home treasures
from various mission fields around the
world. Hostesses and missionaries at
each table shared requests and bless-
ings from these designated places.

Stories Yet Unwritten

I believe the greatest days for WNAC
still lie ahead of us.

The greater story is still unwritten,
New leadership, new enthusiasm, and
the anticipation of God’s work around
the world will undoubtedly generate
more stories of grace as women turn
back to the basics and build for the fu-
ture.O

About the Writer: Sarah Fletcher is
managing editor of Together With God
magazine, the official publication of
Women Nationally Active for Christ.

Becky Derby addresses WNAC participants
during the Tuesday morning
missionary service.
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BY THE TIME YOU READ THIS, the
2008 national convention will

be history. Based on past experi-
ence, it will probably go down as
another successful associational
meeting. However, this conven-
tion was not without its chal-
lenges. Here are a few examples
that made preparations for our
annual gathering in Charleston,
West Virginia, more interesting
than usual—
e CVB changes—The entire
staff of the Convention and
Visitors Bureau in Charleston
changed...completely.
e Family crises—My wife and
I lost our five-day-old grand-
daughter in September. Our
bookkeeper’s husband had
heart by-pass surgery in De-
cember. The registration coor-
dinator’s father passed away in
May after an extended illness.
In June, ONE Magazine’s man-
aging editor (and my assistant
convention manager for this
year) ruptured his Achilles ten-
don in a sporting accident and
required surgery.
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THY STAFF...THEY COMFORT ME

e Space shortages—There were
too few hotel rooms. The Civic
Center was undersized.
e Registration difficulties—The
new online registration pro-
gram had “bugs” in it and cre-
ated numerous problems. The
credit card function was out of
service for extended periods.
¢ Too many irons in the fire—
This year I attempted to per-
form the jobs of both the exec-
utive secretary and convention
manager. I was reminded why
we normally have two men in
these positions.

These were the major chal-
lenges. We encountered countless
other minor set-backs and road-
blocks along the way. Mr. Murphy
must have been thinking about us
when he came up with his law—if
anything can go wrong it will, and
at the worst possible time!

What is the point in telling you
this? It is not to play on your sym-
pathy or fish for a compliment.
We simply did our jobs. Problem
solving goes with the territory. All
Christian leaders face similar dif-

ficulties from time to time.

Instead, these experiences af-
forded two unique opportunities.
First, they allowed us to extol the
faithfulness of God. Were there
some anxious moments? Sure!
But, the Lord came through every
single time. In the words of Dr.
Stan Toler, “God has never failed
me, but He sure has scared me to
death a few times!”

Second, these events reaf-
firmed the faith and confidence
I have in my staff. They are un-
questionably some of God’s most
dedicated servants. They didn't
grumble. They didn’t complain.
They rolled up their sleeves and
helped “get ‘er done.” Free Will
Baptists owe them a tremendous
debt of gratitude.

The Psalmist David was right.
During those periods when I walk
through the valley of the shadow,
I can do so without fear. Why? Be-
cause the Good Shepherd is with
me; and my staff...they comfort
me too. O




Learn More About Giving Through Bequests

To learn more, visit our website at www.fwbgifts.org or call us toll-free at (877) 336-7575.
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2008 Tennessee Master’s Men Retreat

Ready for a break? Refresh and renew at the annual retreat sponsored by Master’s Men. Lose yourself in
the beauty of the Smoky Mountains at the Oaks Retreat Center in Greeneville, Tennessee. Enjoy great food,
fellowship, activities, and messages to renew your spirit by keynote speakers Keith Burden and Tim York.
Register now to reserve your spot in the lodge.

September 19-20 Register today: (877) 767-8039
GreeneVIIIe, TN  www.fwbmastersmen.org





