
JosØ Rodriguez traveled through 
Panama to reach Miami in December of 1986. At the 
time, he didn’t speak any English. José was born in 
Cuba and grew up without a church anywhere near 
him. He attended church only on special occasions 
during the first eight years of his life. 

His mom was a Christ follower, but his dad was 
not. And it was his grandmother who introduced 
José to the gospel at a very young age. As early 
as age 15 or 16, José knew God wanted him to 
preach, but he resisted the calling. Instead, at 
age 19, José pursued freedom from his commu-
nist country. He came to America dreaming of 

studying something related to the medical field. 
God had other plans, and at age 21, José finally 
surrendered to the call to ministry and enrolled at 
Welch College (formerly FWBBC). 

During his three-month stay in Panama, José 
met a young lady named Maday. He encountered 
her again at a Free Will Baptist church in Miami 
while preaching for Welch College. Today, José and 
and his wife Maday have a wonderful and growing 
relationship. 

José returned from college in 1994 to plant 
Renacer Free Will Baptist Church in Miami. After 
leading the church for six years, he became pastor 
at the Ebenezer FWB Church (also in Miami) where 
Benito Rodriguez pastored for 37 years. He has been 
at Ebenezer for 11 years. 

¡José, eres un gran líder! 

LeaderPro-
Leadership comes in all forms and sizes, but the results are the same. Leaders influence 
behavior and make a difference in people’s lives. Profiling leaders shows a diverse combination 
of traits, but impacting lives is always a common theme.   by Ron Hunter Jr.

Describe your leadership style. At 
times aggressive and at others intrepid as I 
followed a long-standing pastor. I keep my 
own identity and prepare my heart not to be 
hurt by the smaller things that come my way.

What are the top three books you 
have ever read (other than the 
Bible)?
Classical Arminianism by Leroy Forlines
Nine Marks of a Healthy Church by Mark 
Dever
Systematic Theology by Leroy Forlines

What are you reading right now?
Ethics for a Brave New World  
   by Feinberg and Feinberg
The Divine Commodity by Skye Jethani

What do people misunderstand 
about you? People do not understand 
when I wait before acting like hiring staff or 
implementing a program. I have learned to 
wait on God’s timing, but sometimes people 
are not as patient.

What is your biggest shortcoming in 
your leadership style? I would love to 
finish my education and get my doctorate. 
I have my BA from Welch College, Master 
of Arts in Biblical Studies from Trinity, 
and M.Div. equivalent from New Orleans 
Theological Seminary.

Tell me your kids’ names and a one-
word descriptor for each.
Samuel (12) – intense
Daniel (10) – bold-hearted

What is your one indulgence?
Going on cruises with my wife.

Paper or Plastic Questions
>> �Mountains or Ocean? Mountains
>> �Music or Talk Radio? Music
>> �Coke or Pepsi? Coke
>> �Email or Texting? Email
>> �Mac or PC? PC
>> �Socks or house shoes? Bare feet

www.studentleadership.net/youth-pastors
Spring 2013

FWB YOUTH WORKER  
Gathering

This unique event includes two days of exciting programming with the Youth Pastor 
Summit at Universal Studios in Orlando, FL, plus an additional day of fellowship with  
FWB youth workers. Registration is FREE. There will also be a lot of FREE resources.  
Your only expense is your hotel, meals, and travel.

All youth workers are invited: full-time, part-time, volunteer, teen and children workers.  
The YPS Gathering is a great time to network with other FWB youth workers, share special 
needs, glean valuable insights, and gain much needed encouragement and refreshing.   

HOPE TO SEE YOU AT THE Gathering!

46 ONE December–January 2012-13



It’s a changing world! If you need 
proof—not that you do—consider just 
a few changes that have taken place in 
the last 35 years. Envelopes and stamps 
gave way to email, instant messages, 
texts, posts, and tweets. Music left vi-
nyl for eight-track, cassettes, CD, mp3s, 
and now The Cloud. Flickering projec-
tors became Beta and VHS before DVDs 
evolved into Blue-Ray and instant video 
downloads. 

Walk-in computers the size of a kitch-
en shrank—first to the desktop then to 
laptops, tablets, and phones. Speaking 
of phones, they once hung on the wall 
(with a dial no less). They lost their cords, 
became mobile, then smart…too smart. 
Cameras with film became digital then 
handheld video recorders allowing every 
moment of our lives to be posted on the 
Internet for the entire world to see. 

GPS units replaced maps and at-
lases to become standard components 
on most car dashboards. Cash became 
checks then debit cards then handy QR 
codes that allow consumers to pay bills 
with their phones. The onward march of 
technology leaves us wondering…

What’s next?
Unfortunately, all the changes haven’t 

been good. New technology has ushered 
in greater efficiency accompanied by 
higher expectations and ever-increasing 
connectivity. The result? More pressure 
on the family! Marriages are in crisis. To-
day’s kids—while they know more than 
any generation before them—are emo-
tionally inept, struggling to reach adult-
hood with faith intact. 

Walt Mueller, author of Youth Cul-
ture 101, describes the impact of these 
changes, “Not only are more voices tak-
ing up space in culture all the time, but 
they’re getting louder, more attractive, 
and more convincing. The question a 
concerned father asked me 15 years ago 
rings truer every day: ‘How can I expect 
my son to hear the still small voice of 
God with all those other voices scream-
ing in his ears.’”

But, as Tim Elmore, author and 
founder of Growing Leaders pointed out, 
the changes are not going to stop. How 
should the church respond? Can it really 
help families grappling with the chang-

D 6  C o n f e r e n c e  2 0 1 2
By Eric K. Thomsen
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ing culture? The answer is found in 
one word…Abide.

Abide
Nearly 2,100 attendees from 609 

churches in 8 countries,  41 states, 
and more than 35 denominations took 
a break from their regular schedules 
to gather in Dallas, Texas, September 
26-28, for the fourth annual D6 Con-
ference. For three days, attendees 
were reminded time and again that 
no amount of education, training, 
or methodology will provide the one 
thing their families and churches need 
most—for them to abide in Christ 
(John 15:4, 5). 

More than 80 speakers addressed 
practical and crucial subjects ranging 
from marriage to culture, parenting, 
church ministry, and more. But at 
the heart of each presentation was a 
single underlying theme. A deep and 
growing relationship to Christ is “job 
one” for every believer, especially 
those in ministry. 

Perhaps conference attendee Amy 
Dolan said it best on her blog Lem-
onLimeKids.com, “We can have the 
best strategy on the planet, but if we 
as leaders are not abiding in the True 
Vine, are we producing authentic 
fruit? If the parents we serve are not 
abiding in Christ, what will the next 
generation of the church look like?”  

Pete Wilson, pastor of Cross Point 
Church in Nashville, Tennessee, urged 
listeners to abide in Christ while they 
fulfill their calling, reminding them, 
“What matters most is not what you 
accomplish; what matters most is who 
you become.” 

Richard Ross, founder of True Love 
Waits and See You at the Pole, remind-
ed the audience, “When you awaken 
to the King yourself, when you abide 
in Him, when you have a conversation 
with Him throughout the day, and as 

you awaken to that relationship, you 
will have more ‘fruit’ hanging from 
you than you have had in years…
Churches and families are having re-
vivals because their leaders have fall-
en head over heels in love with Jesus.”

Fred Luter, recently elected presi-
dent of the Southern Baptist Conven-
tion challenged listeners to abide in 
the Word. “If we are going to trans-
form our families, the Word of God 

must be evident in our hearts, our 
homes, and our habits.”

Doug Fields, founder of Simply 
Youth Ministry, wrapped up the call 
to abide with a profound reminder. 
“Jesus didn’t say ‘abide in your church, 
passion, goals, ambition, or family.’ 
He said, ‘Abide in me.’”

Renew
The D6 Conference is more than 

training and encouragement. Plenty 
of time is set aside for worship, re-
flection, games, icebreaking activi-
ties, and…the unexpected. This year 
was no exception. Attendees returned 
from lunch on Thursday to find foam 
“finger-rockets” in every chair. Chil-
dren’s workers, pastors, missionaries, 
and parents split on two sides of the 
enormous ballroom, and moments 
later the air filled with flying foam 
missiles. “Not sure it was so smart to 
put ‘weapons’ in the hands of 2,000 
youth workers,’” quipped emcee Josh 
Griffin, as rockets continued to fly 
toward the stage long after the game 
came to an end.

The pure voice of seven-year-old 
Emmy McGee opened the conference 
as she sang the haunting refrain of 
the old gospel song, “Nothing But 
the Blood.” Christian musician Aaron 
Shust accompanied her before lead-
ing the 2,000-voice “choir” in wor-
ship. Christian artist Bethany Dillon 
teamed up with duo Shane and Shane 
to lead worship on Friday morning. 
Again, thousands of voices raised as 
one to sing, “Bless the Lord, Oh My 
Soul,” and “Alive Again,” overflowing 
the conference center and the adjoin-
ing hotel with the sounds of praise. “I 
loved hearing you all sing,” said one 
conference center employee. “It was 
like going to church at work!”

Throughout the conference, at-
tendees enjoyed comic relief provided 
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by Tommy Woodard and Eddie James, 
The Skit Guys. The duo left listeners 
gasping for air before switching to 
serious, introspective sketches that 
encouraged parents, ministers, and 
volunteers not to let the difficulty of 
ministry deter them from their call-
ing, to let God mold them into the 
leaders—the unique creations He 
wants them to be.

Responding to the Call
How did attendees respond to this 

call to Abide? First-time attendee 
Phyllis York, from Smyrna, Tennes-
see, summed it up quickly. “We were 
bombarded with so much helpful and 
practical information, but we were 
also challenged personally to abide 
in  Christ first, and then get out there 
and make a difference.” 

As D6 came to a close, conference 
planners made an exciting announce-
ment. Starting in 2013, the D6 Con-
ference will meet twice—first for a 
one-day event in Dallas, Texas, on 
September 26, and then for a second 
three-day conference in Louisville, 
Kentucky, October 16-18. 

“It was a great year,” said Randall 
House Executive Director Ron Hunter. 
“And it is so good to see all of the hard 
work and preparation result in a life-
changing event that has a profound 
impact on everyone who attends. I can 
only imagine what God has in store 
for the D6 Conference as we move 
forward to a new location, meet new 
people, and make a difference in their 
lives and families.”

Learn more about the 2013 D6 
Conference: www.D6Conference.com.

About the Writer: Eric K. Thomsen is manag-
ing editor of ONE Magazine.

D6 Highlights
Conference Countdown
Unforgettable Start! Pre-con Labs feature more than 80 workshops led by 
presenters such as Ed Stetzer, president of LifeWay Research; Jim Wideman, author and 
children’s ministry pioneer; and Dr. Garnett Reid, Welch College professor.

Jim Wideman, founder of Children’s Ministers Leadership Club, reminds the audience 
that the primary ministry is not in the church but at home, challenging them, “The greatest 
sermon ever preached will be what is said about your family.”

Ed Stetzer, president of Lifeway Research, en- courages 
church leaders to go deeper in their teaching 
ministry, focusing on depth rather than 
details. He challenges teachers to 
avoid teaching to the lowest com-
mon denominator and “teach up” 
with teaching that is deep but not 
dry, Christ-centered, story-focused 
and mission-driven.

The Main Event
The pure voice of seven-year-old Emmy Mc- Gee 
starts the 2012 D6 Conference with the haunting refrain of the old gospel song, “Nothing 
But the Blood.” Christian musician Aaron Shust accompanies her before leading worship.

Pete Wilson, pastor of Cross Point Church in Nashville, Tennessee, urges listeners to 
abide in Christ, to stay connected to Him in every facet of life and ministry. He encourages 
them to remember they are not alone, that the same God who gave them their calling in the 
first place is with them through anything they face. 

Dr. Richard Ross, founder of True Love Waits and See You at the Pole, asks listen-
ers to picture four concentric circles with the individual and his relationship with Christ at 
the center. Every other relationship—marriage, family, and ministry—rests upon this first 
relationship. He warns listeners not to be “an expert at God’s service and a novice at being 
His friend.”

Attendees enjoy a war with “foam finger rockets.”  
The air is filled with flying foam missiles. 

Mike Glenn, pastor of Brentwood Baptist Church in Nashville, Tennessee, shares the 

avoid teaching  
to the lowest common  

denominator and 

 “teach up” 
– ED STETZER
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story of how his church changed the focus of their ministry from 
entertainment to discipleship in order to meet the spiritual needs 
of the next generation. “It’s not my job to take kids to Six Flags!” 
he quips. Instead, his church instituted a path to discipleship 
aimed at taking the entire church deeper in their faith. The result? 
A church with a greater breadth and depth of biblical knowledge 
and a desire to serve God and further his kingdom.

Tim Elmore, founder and president of Growing Leaders 
(GrowingLeaders.com) ponders the question, “Are today’s kids 
growing up too fast?” The resounding answer? Yes! After detailing 
the factors that contribute to this problem, he encourages parents 
and youth workers to understand their kids and react accordingly, 
adjusting ministry to fit their needs.

Beth Guckenberger, mother of nine adopted children, 
and cofounder of Back2Back 

ministries ministering 

with orphans around the world, 
passionately reminds listeners that when 
God calls us, the choice is a simple yes or no, even when the call-
ing is neither safe nor appealing. She illustrates with hair-raising 
stories of God’s power at work in the world today concluding, “God 
doesn’t just show up. He shows off!”

“All that is required for evil to prevail is for good men to do 
nothing.” Family Life Today president and co-founder Dennis 
Rainey uses Edmund Burke’s famous quote to issue a direct 
challenge to men, calling them to courageous living in the face of 
selfishness that threatens to destroy the family. He urges men to 
take steps leading to Christian maturity. The result is strong men-
tors and patriarchs—spiritual sages—who pass faith to the next 
generation as they live out their years with purpose.

Christian apologist Sean McDowell tackles the difficult 
topic of pornography, sharing shocking statistics that make it clear 

Fred Luter, president of the Southern Baptist Convention, shares his passion for reaching 
men, telling his listeners, “If you save the man, the man will save his family.” He reminds confer-
ence-goers, “If we are going to transform our families, the Word of God must be evident in our 
hearts, our homes, and our habits.” 

pornography has become “mainstream.” He challenges church leaders to address the topic 
openly and establish support and accountability that is brutally honest. 

Bethany Dillon teams up with duo Shane and Shane to lead worship on Friday. 
Two thousand voices raise as one to sing, “Bless the Lord, Oh My Soul,” and “Alive Again.”

If you want  
your wife to be crazy  
about you, you have to  

be the guy she is 

 crazy about.
             – Mark McPeak Mark McPeak, director of advancement at Free Will Baptist International Missions, 

encourages couples to live out grace in marriage—to understand differences, to take 
different perspectives and personalities into account. Marriage relationships should be 

sacrificial, a vivid picture of Christ’s love for the Church.

Doug Fields, founder of Simply Youth Ministry, shares “the message he wishes someone had shared 
with him” based on 29 years of youth ministry. He warns against putting too much importance on numbers, 
getting caught in an unrealistic pace of life, and making constant comparisons to others, choosing instead to 
find fulfillment in Christ.

Brian Haynes,  
author of The Legacy Path, ends 
the conference by challenging 

attendees to identify one area of 
their lives or ministry they wish to 

see change as they abide  
in Christ this year.

The ‘eleventh  
commandment’ in our  
home should not be,  

‘Do as I say, not 

 do as I do.’ 
– Fred Luter
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tist mission leaders (FWBHM and FWBIM). Award-
ed amounts vary, as funding comes solely from des-
ignated gifts received throughout the year. 

This year’s total of $1,389.29, pays for tuition, 
textbooks, and a storage box filled with toiletry 
items for each of the five girls. Funds also helped 
purchase needed women’s ministry books for the 
seminary library. Missionary Judy Lytle comment-
ed, “We appreciate everything WNAC does for our 
ministry and for the seminary.”

WNAC also announces a third Mary R. Wise-
hart Scholarship recipi-
ent. Gateway Free Will 
Baptist College chose 
Jessica Barrow, junior 
Elementary Education 
major from Faith FWB 
Church in Washington, 
North Carolina, to re-
ceive the $1,000 schol-
arship awarded annually 
to a promising young 
woman at each of the 
five Free Will Baptist Colleges. A pastor’s daughter, 
Jessica serves as junior class secretary and society 
secretary. She also works as part of the college pro-
motional team. 

Jessica joins Bre Rieirson (Hillsdale) and Domi-
nique Ward (Southeastern) in this honor as the first 
Wisehart Scholarship recipients. In 2010, WNAC 
Convention delegates voted to convert the orga-
nization’s longstanding loan fund to a scholarship 
fund. Guidelines approved in 2011 allow a scholar-
ship committee at each of the five respective Free 
Will Baptist colleges to receive applications and se-
lect the school’s recipient. 

Colleges are currently accepting scholarship applica-
tions, with selections made in early 2013. Interested 
women should talk with the financial advisor at their 
perspective school. WNAC provides these scholarships 
as part of its ongoing mission: helping Free Will Baptist 
women of all ages discover and utilize God-designed 
roles for communicating the gospel.

WNAC Awards International 
Antioch, TN—
WNAC recently named 
five young women, all 
students at Chame 
Seminary in Panama as 
2012 recipients of the 
Cleo Pursell Foreign 
Student Scholarship.

Stephanie Concepción 
came to Christ through 
the efforts of New Tribes 
missionaries working 
among her native Ngobe 
Buglé Indian tribe. 
Stephanie’s commitment 
to Christian service and 
preparation at Chame 
(12 hours away from her 
home in Bocas del Toro 
province) has generated 
some family opposition. 
Culturally, girls are to stay 
close to home and marry 
someone from the tribe. 
A second-year student, 
Stephanie enjoys teach-
ing children and working 
with teens.

Elisa Niz, a third-year stu-
dent (senior) completes 
her studies this Decem-
ber. A talented artist and 
a soon-to-be bride, Elisa 
and her new husband, 
Daudeth Araúz, plan to 
continue lay ministry in 
their local Free Will Bap-
tist church in Cañita.

Báderlin Castañeda, a 
first-year student from 
the Buenas Nuevas FWB 
Church in Chitré, Panamá, 
enjoys helping others and 
using her spiritual gifts 
in music and teaching 
children.

Cynthia Urriola, also a 
third-year student, hails 
from the San Vicente 
Church, the second oldest 
Free Will Baptist church 
in Panama. Her gifts lie 
in teaching children and 
working with the deaf. 
Cynthia plans to marry 
Julio Barahona, a Chame 
graduate currently work-
ing alongside mission-
aries Paul and Chrissy 
Collins in a church plant 
effort in Santiago.

Liz González, also a 
first-year student from the 
Buenas Nuevas Church, 
plays the guitar in chapel 
services at the seminary. 
Blessed with a great 
sense of humor, Liz’s 
joys include music and 
laughter.

News From WNAC

Pursell scholarships, awarded annually, provide help for international 
students preparing for ministry within their own regions or countries. 
WNAC bases individual selection on recommendations from Free Will Bap-
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How did we get the Bible?
What does the Bible teach  
about inspiration?
How has God preserved  
His Word?

Panel Speakers

Dr. Danny Dwyer

Rev. Leroy Forlines

Dr. Paul Harrison

Dr. Thomas Marberry

Dr. Stanley Outlaw

Dr. Robert Picirilli

Order your personal copy of the book  
for $11.99 and the DVD for $14.99 by calling 
Randall House at 800-877-7030 or by visiting  
randallhouse.com/inspiration.

A distinguished panel of Free Will Baptist pastors, theologians,  
and professors will discuss these questions and many more.  

The discussion will be filmed in two 45-minute segments and made available 
through Randall House, along with an expanded print version of the responses. 

Each  
church may  contact their state  executive director  for a FREE copy of  the DVD and  book.
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News Across the Nation
Home Missions Highlights
Daryl Grimes in Erie, Pennsylvania, said, “Praise God 
we have closed on our building! It was so exciting to stand 
before our people and hold the deed of the building in my 
hand. Only God could make this possible.”    

Scott Warren in Salt Lake City, Utah, and the Crosspoint 
congregation celebrated their new building with a grand open-
ing service on October 7.   

Jeff Cates in Canyon, Texas, indicates they are ready 
for drywall in the new educational wing of their church. The 
church plans to be self-supporting next year.   

Jose Correa in Puerto Rico reports that six people were 
baptized in August.   

Seventy-five people attended a church service and 
pig roast recently in Rochester, New York, where Dana Booth 
and Jim Martin minister. Two people were saved that day.   

In nearby Buffalo, New York, Brian Williams 
reported two people were baptized recently.   

Larry Reynolds in Meridian, Mississippi, celebrated 
three recent salvation decisions. Tim Riggs, Mobile, 
Alabama, reports three people saved and six baptized during 
the month of August!   

When David Sexton and Marc Neppl, Suffolk, 
Virginia, hosted a Community Day at their church on a recent 
Saturday, 400 to 500 people attended. The next morning, 35 
first-time visitors attended their Sunday services.   

Jeff Goodman, Marana, Arizona, reports that The Springs 
Church recently had 93 people with four saved. That same 
day, one of the church members led two more people to faith 
in Christ.   

Chad Kivette (Clarksville, Tennessee) has enjoyed good 
success raising support. He started in June and already has 
reached 80% of his goal.   

Search for Home Missions 
Director Underway
Antioch, TN—Present director of Home Missions, Larry A. Pow-
ell, will retire from the position of General Director on December 
31, 2013, after 12 years of service. Home Mission Board Chairman, 
Reverend Randy Wright, will receive resumes for the position from 
January through March 2013. The cutoff date is March 31. Please 
send resumes to: Rev. Randy Wright, PO Box 5002, Antioch, TN 
37011-5002   

Fundraisers Reach a Milestone
San Tan Valley, AZ—Tennessee cou-
ple Bill and Roberta Campbell recently 
traveled across the country to celebrate 
with members of Christ’s Church Free 
Will Baptist Church in San Tan Val-
ley, Arizona. On Sunday, September 
23, 2012, after more than two years 
and thousands of miles spent visiting 
churches and raising funds at their 
own expense, the energetic couple was 

thrilled to announce they had reached their $100,000 goal. Christ 
Church celebrated the fifth anniversary of their church the same 
day—a double blessing!

Pastor Howard Gwartney said, “Bill and Roberta are special am-
bassadors of Christ’s Church. The money they raised has assisted 
greatly in the renovation of our building, and in financing many of 
our ministries and outreach programs. We are so grateful to this 
couple for their sacrificial work on our behalf.”

The Campbells, who live in a suburb of Nashville, are members 
of Cane Ridge Free Will Baptist Church. Bill works for Life Care 
Centers of America, and Roberta is a retired medical assistant.

Bill is quick to point out that this is only a milestone in their 
fundraising efforts. “When we visited the church in Arizona, we 
noticed that the children meet in the foyer. The area only seats 17, 
and they have an average of 25 kids. They desperately need a larger 
place to meet. On October 13, Roberta and I kicked off the second 
leg of our fundraising journey to raise $50,000 to build an addition 
where children can meet.”

Visit www.homemissions.net for more information on Christ’s 
Church.   

NEWS Across the Nation>>>ONE 53



One to ONE

Ph
ot

o:
 M

ar
k 

Co
w

ar
t

Keith Burden, CMP
Executive Secretary
National Association  
of Free Will Baptists

The Nativity
The church I grew up in averaged about 100 people in 
morning worship. It provided the primary frame of refer-
ence spiritually for the first 18 years of my life. From my 
perspective, it was the “gold standard” for all things church 
related. Our pastor was the only full-time staff member. 
Volunteers worked with children and youth. 

One Christmas season remains etched in my memory. A group of ladies decided to produce a 
Christmas pageant. The narration was taken straight from Scripture, and familiar carols were sung 
to transition between the various passages read. Members of the youth group wore appropriate 
costumes and reenacted the nativity. The spectacle was presented on the Sunday night before 
Christmas. Only one rehearsal was scheduled—the afternoon before the performance.

The pageant had the usual cast of biblical characters: Mary and Joseph, a couple of angels, shep-
herds and, of course, the Magi. The stage setting was simple but effective—a stable constructed 
of wooden poles and cardboard accented by a manger made of sticks and a few bales of hay. A star 
wrapped in aluminum foil was carefully positioned above the stable. Except for the angels, cos-
tumes consisted of bathrobes with towels for headdresses held in place with drapery cords.

Like most young boys, I was a reluctant, yet somewhat excited participant. Proud that I 
was chosen to portray one of three wise men, my assigned task was simple and straight-

forward. On cue, I was to enter from the back of the sanctuary and slowly walk down the 
center aisle singing “We Three Kings.” Thankfully, the words to the song were written 

and taped to the top of the gift I bore from afar (a decorative cigar box painted gold).
The rehearsal went relatively well except for one small bobble. The oldest teenage 

boy in our youth group was spared the embarrassment of wearing a bathrobe and 
given the task of serving as narrator. His escape from embarrassment, however, 

was short lived! Obviously nervous and not accustomed to reading King James 
English, he said, “And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 

Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; 
(because he was of the house and lineage of David:) To be taxed with 

Mary his exposed (espoused) wife, being great with child.” Needless to 
say, the mispronunciation was corrected at the performance. 

Chances are, most who attended that cold, December evening 
performance have long since forgotten the Christmas program. 

However, it still lives on in the memory of one of the wise men 
more than four decades later. Such experiences leave a lasting 

impression on young minds. Church Christmas programs and 
family celebrations involve time and work. But it is worth 

the effort to create spiritual memories with the children 
in your life. Those memories may just last a lifetime. 

Merry Christmas!  
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Because Louis wanted to educate young pastors, he  

established an endowment with Free Will Baptist  

Foundation upon his death. Thanks to Louis, pastoral  

students at Welch College will continue to be  

educated until the Lord returns.

Contact the Foundation for more information 

about establishing your own endowment: 

www.FWBGifts.org, 877-336-7575

foundation@nafwb.org 

(Now on Facebook)

Louis Brautigan paid 
my tuition this semester, even 
though he died in 1999.

D6 Dallas: September 26  D6 Louisville: October 16-18  D6CONFERENCE.COM
D6 Conference 2013

Register by 
March 5  

for the  
best prices!

3 Day

10/16-18
LOUISVILLE

1 Day  

Dallas
Watermark Community Church

9/26
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